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Awards 
 
The Alberta Community Justice Awards recognize the outstanding 

contributions of individuals and organizations promoting community 

justice in the province. The awards are in the categories of Community 

Mobilization, Partnerships and Collaboration, Innovation, and 

Leadership. 

 

Alberta Justice and Solicitor General is co-hosting the ceremony 

with the Lacombe Police Service & Lacombe & District Family & 

Community Support Services. 

 
2021 Past Alberta Justice and Solicitor General Community 

Justice Awards Recipients 

Innovation 
Deborah Reid and Victims Service 
Trauma Dog, Jake

 Innovation 
Calgary Youth Justice 
Society   

Community Mobilization 

Constable Paban Dhaliw

Leadership 
Domestic Violence Law Program – Calgary Legal Guidance 

Partnership & 
Collaboration 
Africa Centre 

Community Mobilization 
Northern Sunrise Rural Crime 
Watch 

Leadership 
Jean Claude (JC) Munyezamu 

Partnerships & Collaboration 
Constable Tracey Ford 



2022 Community Justice Award recipients 
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Community Mobilization 

 African Canadian Civic Engagement 

Council (ACCEC) 

 

Innovation 

 Edmonton SHIFT Lab 

 Islamic Family and Social Services Association 

 Sarah Doolittle & Fletcher, Zebra Child Protection 
Centre 

 Edmonton Police Service, HELP Unit 
 

Leadership 

 Debbie Leitch, Rural Red Deer Restorative Justice 

 Jessica Buffalo, Legal Aid Alberta 

 

Partnerships and Collaboration 

 The Watch Project 

 East Calgary Ambassador Program 

 Edson Citizens on Patrol 

 China Sieger, Peace Regional Restorative Justice 

 Kathleen Quinn, Centre to End all Sexual Exploitation 
(CEASE) 

 

Service Enhancement 

 Alberta Specialized Police & Court Support Network 

 Emergency Protection Order Program (EPOP), Legal 
Aid Alberta 
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Program 
 

Entrance of Dignitaries & Recipients 
Dignitaries and recipients will be escorted into the ceremony 
by members of the Lacombe Police Service. 

 

Piper 
Pipe Major Dale McDonald 

Edmonton Police Service Pipes  

Running Thunder Drums 

 

Honour Guards 
Sheriff Ryan Rosenthal 

Sheriff Dominic Falcone 

Sheriff Rocky Robinson 

Sgt. John Hubbard 

 

Prayer 
Elder Theresa ‘Corky’ Larsen-Jonasson 

 

National Anthem 
Kailyn Esteves 

 

Welcome 
Honourable Tyler Shandro  

         Minister, Justice and Solicitor General 
 

Introduction of Co-Hosts 
Staff Sergeant Bryan Zens 
Lacombe Police Service 
Crystal Zens 
Lacombe & District Family & 
Community Support Services 

 

Keynote Address 
Lorne Blumhagen  
Chief of Police 
Lacombe Police Service 
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Program continued... 

 

 

 

Awards Presentations & Citations 
Honourable Tyler Shandro 
Minister, Justice & Solicitor General 
Trevor Bergen 

 

Honouring of the Award Recipients 
The Running Thunder Dancers 

 

Closing Address 
Associate Deputy Minister, Dennis Cooley 
Justice and Solicitor General 

 

Exit of the Dignitaries & Award Recipients 

Piper and Honour Guards will escort out the Dignitaries 
and Recipients.  

 

Reception to follow 
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Message from Honourable Tyler 
Shandro, QC 
 

On behalf of Alberta’s government, thank 
you for attending the 31st annual Alberta 
Community Justice Awards. It is my honour 
to be a part of these awards, which 
recognize individuals and organizations that 
have made outstanding contributions to 
prevent crime in our communities.  

 
The determination of this year’s recipients 
and nominees to keep Alberta communities 
safe must be celebrated and encouraged. 
From establishing community organizations 
for sustainable and effective crime prevention, to providing volunteer victim 
services free of charge, to creating a youth justice committee, all 
demonstrated exceptional leadership, innovation and dedication that have 
improved the lives of Albertans.  

 
I am grateful to everyone in Alberta who strives to achieve the common goal 
of strong and secure communities. This can only be achieved by collectively 
working together and sharing our diverse experiences and knowledge.  

 
I’ve always known that the biggest strength of this province is its people. 
These awards are a testament to this fact. Congratulations to all recipients 
and nominees. 

 

Tyler Shandro, QC 

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General 
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Message from Chief Lorne Blumhagen 
Lacombe Police Service 

 
The Lacombe Police Service is proud to 
be the co-host for this year’s Alberta 
Community Justice Awards. 

 
The Alberta Community Justice Awards 
recognizes individuals and organizations 
throughout Alberta that have made 
significant contributions and 
commitments to the prevention of crime 
and the overall improvement of the lives 
of their friends, family, neighbours and 
entire community. 

 
In partnership with Alberta Justice and 
Solicitor General and on behalf of the Lacombe Police Service, I would 
like to express my gratitude to all this year’s Alberta Community Justice 
Award recipients. The selected recipients that we are acknowledging 
today have truly impacted communities across the province, rural and 
urban. Today’s celebration is a thank-you for making a difference and 
shaping a positive future for all of Alberta. 

 
I would also like to acknowledge the contributions of our many partners in 
public safety: non-profit organizations, service providers, and volunteers.  
Lacombe Police Service values the collaboration with our partners to help 
us find ways to improve the way we serve Alberta. 

 
On behalf of all police organizations in Alberta, and in partnership with the 
Alberta Justice and Solicitor General, I want to congratulate and express 
our sincerest gratitude to the 2022 recipients and nominees. 

 

Chief Lorne Blumhagen 
Lacombe Police Service 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Masters of Ceremonies 
 
Bryan and Crystal Zens are married and have 
been residents of Lacombe since 2007. Bryan 
and Crystal passionately serve the community 
and are both dedicated to making it a better place 
to live. Before Bryan and Crystal moved to 
Lacombe, Bryan’s father Bill Zens was the Chief 
of Police of the Lacombe Police Service from 
1994 to 2005. They have two grown children: 
Rylan, who is following in the footsteps of his 
father and grandfather and currently is a 
Blackfalds Peace Officer; and Sydney, who is in 
her third year studying Education at the University 
of Alberta. 
 

Both Bryan and Crystal are both past recipients of the Alberta Solicitor General 
and Public Security Crime Prevention Awards. In 2007, while he was employed 
by the Medicine Hat Police Service, Bryan was presented the award for the 
Dogs For Drug Free Schools program, while Crystal was presented the award 
in 2010 as the Executive Director of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Lacombe & 
District for the Kids and Kops Mentoring program.  
 
Bryan has a Criminal Justice Diploma from Lethbridge College and a combined 
total of 23 years of policing experience in the Province of Alberta. Prior to 
joining the Lacombe Police Service in 2007, Bryan served as an Auxiliary 
Constable with the Coaldale Police Service, and as a Constable with the 
Medicine Hat Police Service. Bryan’s work experience includes time spent as a 
Patrol Officer and a School Resource Officer in both Medicine Hat and Wolf 
Creek Public School Divisions. Bryan is currently fulfilling the non-
commissioned officer position with the Lacombe Police Service and holds the 
rank of Staff Sergeant. 
 
Crystal has an Early Childhood Education Diploma from Lethbridge College 
and is entering her 27th year of directing in the charitable sector. Crystal has a 
passion for working with community and operating not-for-profits. She was a 
director in southern Alberta until 2008 and then led Big Brothers Big Sisters 
director of Lacombe & District for over 13 years and currently is the executive 
director of Lacombe & District’s Family & Community Support Services 
(FCSS).  
 
Together with their respective agencies, Bryan and Crystal love creating 
collaborative and preventative initiatives that are unique to their community. 
They are excited to be co-hosting for the Lacombe Police and Lacombe FCSS. 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

African Canadian Civic Engagement Council 
(ACCEC) 
Community Mobilization Category 

 
The African Canadian Civic Engagement Council started in September 
2018 in Treaty 6 territory in Edmonton to lead positive transformational 
change for Canadians of African descent while promoting and protecting 
the human rights of all individuals.   

 
ACCEC is a grassroots organization founded by passionate young leaders 
with a mission to advance the best interest of people of African descent in 
Canada by promoting quality of life and increasing opportunities. Through 
its work in the criminal justice system, it has worked with over 300 youth 
and successfully aided in their rehabilitation journey, transitioning them 
into mentorship and leadership initiatives.   

 
Since its inception, ACCEC has focused on access to justice, youth 
development, gender-centred support, civic engagement, and research. 
ACCEC has supported youth through court navigation, housing, 
rehabilitation, entrepreneurship, and employment and addressed 
challenges they face in navigating immigration, family, and the criminal 
justice systems. Furthermore, they have supported women and girls, 
especially those who share the intersectionality of race and religion, with 
counselling, systems navigation, and community. 

  
They strive to achieve their mission through collaboration, innovation, and 
solution-oriented means. 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Edmonton SHIFT Lab 
Innovation Category 

 
Sponsored by the Edmonton 
Community Foundation and 
the Skills Society, the 
Edmonton Shift Lab has been 
working to reduce the harmful 
impacts of racism since 2016. 
It has been a Canadian leader 
in human-centred design 
applications for community 
safety and wellbeing. Shift 
Lab 1.0 and 2.0 built on the 
great anti-racism work already 

happening in Edmonton, using a social innovation lab process grounded in 
Indigenous epistemologies and stewarded by a diverse collective. The Shift 
Lab employs social innovation techniques such as design thinking 
and behaviour change science to tackle racism in new and unprecedented 
ways, including the creation of several "prototypes" that are intended for 
development with community partners such as E4C, MacEwan University, the 
Indigenous Knowledge and Wisdom Centre, the Capital Region Interfaith 
Housing Initiative, and Norquest College.  
 
To develop these prototypes, Shift Lab has brought together racialized and 
non-racialized experts and knowledge keepers across multiple sectors such as 
housing and homelessness, public health, employment, mental health, non-
profit, academia and public service, as well as hosted a Speaker Series 
featuring highly influential thinkers. Several prototypes, such as the Anti-
Racism Box, the Active Bystander Brochure and Journey to Yimby, are having 
a documented impact in reducing racism in Edmonton and building safer 
community spaces. 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Islamic Family and Social Services 
Association 
Innovation Category 

 
Islamic Family supports 

mothers fleeing abuse 

without compromising their 

identity or safety; men 

seeking counselling that 

respects their values; and 

youth looking for a creative 

platform that appreciates 

and amplifies their voices. They support families beginning new lives 

amidst hardship. They are Islamic Family and they were created to serve.  

 

Islamic Family is an Imagine Canada accredited charity and the winner of 

the Government of Alberta’s Inspiration Award for its work combatting 

domestic violence (2020), and the Canadian Mental Health Associations 

Professional Service Award (2020).  

 

For more than 30 years, Islamic Family has been driven to disrupt 

systemic inequity, to reflect a rich tradition with beauty, to innovate and to 

serve with excellence. Islamic Family serves 5,000 clients every month, 

runs Edmonton’s second-largest food bank, provides aid in financial crisis, 

supports victims of gender-based violence, settles refugees, and delivers 

a range of preventative programming for youth. Islamic Family is rooted 

on Treaty 6 territory and proudly serves all of Alberta. 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Sarah Doolittle & Fletcher, Zebra Child 
Protection Centre 
Innovation Category 

 
Sarah Doolittle and her four-legged 
partner Fletcher, a trained facility dog, are 
instrumental in the supports provided at 
the Zebra Child Protection Centre, a child 
advocacy centre in Edmonton. Sarah 
joined Zebra in 2002 when it opened and 
volunteered for 13 years before being 
hired as the Very Important Paws (VIP) 
Coordinator in 2015. 
 
As the VIP Coordinator, Sarah is essential 
in making sure that the use of facility dogs 
at Zebra runs smoothly and effectively. 
Sarah also helps ensure that court 
accompaniment is offered to every single 
family who attends court at the Edmonton 
Law Courts.  
 
Sarah and Fletcher are often found at the Edmonton courthouse supporting 
children and families. She advocates continuously for victims of crime to 
have adequate support when it comes to testifying in court.  

 
Fletcher is a wonderful yellow lab who joined the VIP program in October 
2015 after graduating from the Edmonton-based Dogs with Wings service 
program. Fletcher is often seen at the courthouse supporting children, youth 
and families both in the waiting room and on stand. He can also be found 
supporting kids while they are doing court preparation at the centre as well 
as in forensic interviews where children are telling their story. Having facility 
dogs at a Child Advocacy Centre can be hugely beneficial for children and 
their families. Many children would not be able to share their experience/s if it 
weren't for the support of a facility dog. The dogs empower families to be 
able to cope in seemingly impossible situations, and provide a type of non-
judgmental support that humans cannot. 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Edmonton Police Service, HELP Unit 
Innovation Category 

 
The Human-Centred Engagement Liaison Partnership (HELP) is a 
partnership of the Edmonton Police Service with The Mustard Seed, Boyle 
McCauley Health Centre, Boyle Street Community Services, Native 
Counselling Services of Alberta, Bent Arrow, and the George Spady 
Society.  
 
HELP teams, composed of civilian navigators and constables, direct 
community members towards appropriate service providers to avoid 
further entrenchment in the criminal justice system and to improve their 
well-being. HELP focuses on vulnerable community members who are 
highly involved with police for disorderly activity that is related to unmet 
basic needs. HELP represents the intersectionality between Social, 
Justice, and Health. 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Debbie Leitch, Rural Red Deer Restorative 
Justice 
Leadership Category 

 
Approximately two years ago, 
when there was some 
movement for the Blackfalds 
RCMP detachment to get a 
restorative justice program. 
Debbie, a retired nurse who 
had heard about the benefits 
of restorative justice from her 
son, a current RCMP 
member, quickly jumped on 
the opportunity and started to 
do a lot of the legwork in 
developing and recruiting 
facilitators for what became 
the Rural Red Deer Restorative Justice (RRDRJ) program.  
 
Once the program was in place, Debbie helped out with each case until the 
program was smoothly running. She has reached out to community partners 
and developed an advisory council with the different support agencies/people 
within the Blackfalds RCMP detachment. Debbie has also developed a 
relationship with schools and is working to introduce restorative justice into 
the school setting as a way of dealing with conflict. Debbie has put in 
hundreds of volunteer hours and consistently works to make the RRDRJ 
program better.
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Jessica Buffalo, Legal Aid Alberta 
Leadership Category 

 

Jessica has been a Legal Aid Alberta 

duty counsel lawyer with the Calgary 

Indigenous Court since 2019, but has 

been working in the social and 

community justice fields since being 

called to the bar in 2017. She was 

instrumental in setting up the Edmonton 

Indigenous Court as part of the planning 

committee, and currently works as a 

lawyer in the Calgary Indigenous Court, 

providing access to justice for self-

represented individuals, as well as 

connecting them to resources provided 

by the Calgary Indigenous Court and Siksika Nation—a  key element of 

restorative justice.  

 

Before her time with Legal Aid Alberta, Jessica was an articling student 

with Calgary Legal Guidance, where she developed a workshop to teach 

incoming students and lawyers how to complete Gladue reports, a tool 

that ensures the background of Indigenous offenders is taken into 

consideration during sentencing. This workshop was crucial in ensuring 

that more Indigenous peoples navigating the justice system had access to 

this important resource.  

 

Jessica has also spent time travelling to reserves to educate Indigenous 

peoples about their Charter rights. She has also volunteered her time at 

the Aboriginal Friendship Centre, offering free legal clinics and brief legal 

consultations to people in need. Her work in her professional and personal 

lives has largely contributed to Alberta's movement toward restorative 

justice involving Indigenous peoples.
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

The Watch Project 
Partnerships and Collaboration Category 

 
The Watch Project started in May 2019 and is a volunteer-based initiative of 
Lethbridge Police Service with the objective of enhancing the community as 
a safe and friendly place for everyone to live through social outreach, 
connection, and intervention.  
 
The Watch is out on the street working in the downtown community seven 
days per week from 10a.m. until 10p.m. The Watch also connects people 
with Government of Alberta and local private support agencies and 
organizations. Watch teams connect people with detoxification and treatment 
services or housing and shelter. They arrange transportation, help people 
access services, and assist businesses in managing negative behaviours in 
their area. The Watch provides a highly visible deterrent to negative 
behaviours and crime, and a willingness and capacity to intervene on behalf 
of victims of crime. During medical emergencies, The Watch provides life-
saving first aid and Naloxone when needed.  
 
Most recently, The Watch has become one of the first non-police frontline 
programs to engage and offer assistance and support to opioid-addicted 
people in accessing the Virtual Opioid Dependency Program. 
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East Calgary Ambassador Program 
Partnerships & Collaboration Category 

 
The East Calgary Ambassadors team, a partnership of the International 
Avenue Business Revitalization Zone (BRZ) and 12 Community Safety 
Initiative, started in June 2021 following two years of meetings with 
community associations, local agencies, the City of Calgary Mental Health 
and Addictions Strategy, and other community stakeholders.  
 
They work seven days a week on and around International Avenue in 
southeast Calgary. The East Calgary Ambassador team has three 
employees, three volunteers and three practicum students. Their street-level, 
day-to-day engagement with visitors, businesses and vulnerable populations 
improves the cleanliness, safety and vibrancy of the Avenue and surrounding 
areas.  
 
On a community level, they have established positive relationships with 
businesses, local security services, Calgary Police Service, Bylaw, Calgary 
Transit, social agencies, community associations and other stakeholders in 
the community. 12 Community Safety Initiative regularly works with the 
area’s community associations and agencies, while International Avenue 
Business Revitalization Zone works with all of the businesses (over 400) in 
the area. 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Edson Citizens on Patrol 
Partnerships & Collaboration Category 

 

Edson Citizens on Patrol is a non-profit organization whose volunteers patrol 
the streets of Edson and Yellowhead County, assisting the RCMP in 
identifying illegal and suspicious activity. Citizens on Patrol has been active 
in the community for decades, but it has stepped up its efforts over the last 
five years, participating in initiatives such as the Town of Edson 
Neighbourhood Block Party Program and Graffiti Clean-up Projects. Edson 
COP currently has 14 volunteers, many of whom have been active with the 
organization for several years, and have recruited five new members in the 
last year alone. Together with the Town of Edson, Edson Friendship Centre 
and Edson RCMP, they have hosted various open houses to engage with the 
public about crime and crime prevention. They have also partnered with the 
RCMP to collect speed data at locations the public has voiced concerns 
about to confirm speeds and ensure limited enforcement resources are 
deployed appropriately. They are working with the RCMP to provide 
awareness of fraud against vulnerable citizens and seniors in the community, 
and have provided traffic control for some town events and fire scenes. They 
work with other non-profits on a regular basis. 
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China Sieger, Peace Regional Restorative 
Justice 
Partnerships & Collaboration Category 

 

China began formulating the idea of 
Peace Regional Restorative Justice 
(PRRJ) in 2014 while volunteering as a 
restorative justice (RJ) facilitator with 
Fairview Community Restorative 
Justice, where she had worked since 
2009.  
 
She was a founding member of the 
Peace River Region Restorative Justice 
Association in 2015, which became 
incorporated in 2016. China became the 
Program Coordinator for PRRJ, 
coordinating the training of community 
volunteers to become RJ facilitators, 
which allowed the program to begin taking referrals in 2017.  
 
In 2019, China led the amalgamation of the Fairview and Peace River RJ 
programs and shifted operations to a regional approach.   

 
Until recently, China was PRRJ’s sole employee, but she brought on two new 
staff members this spring to assist with the growing workload. China is a 
trained and experienced restorative justice facilitator, holds a Bachelor of 
Arts from Victoria University of Wellington (New Zealand) and a Restorative 
Justice Certificate from Simon Fraser University. She is a certified trainer of 
restorative conferences with the International Institute for Restorative 
Practices Canada, and served as a director on the Alberta Restorative 
Justice Association board from 2017-2020.  

 
China regularly meets with community leaders to further PRRJ's mandate, to 
gain buy-in and create strong relationships, and to discuss restorative justice. 
China has created strong and lasting relationships with the RCMP, Victim 
Services, Crown Prosecutions, ARJA, IIRP, local Indigenous leaders and 
communities, as well as with Peace River Correctional Centre, municipal 
leaders, community members, school administrators, and local agencies 
such as the Aboriginal Interagency Committee, Stepping Up, and Sagitawa 
Friendship Centre. In doing so, China has enabled a community of 
likeminded people to refer cases for restorative justice processes and 
connect people accessing PRRJ to other useful resources. China has 
created processes, policies, and procedures that allow PRRJ to take referrals 
from the RCMP, Crown, schools, PRCC, and other agencies.  
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Kathleen Quinn, Centre to End all Sexual 
Exploitation (CEASE) 
Partnerships & Collaboration Category 

 
Kate has devoted her entire career, spanning more 
than four decades, to community justice work. She 
is the founding Executive Director of the Centre to 
End all Sexual Exploitation (CEASE) in Edmonton. 
Kate leads the development of collaborative 
community-based responses to sexual exploitation 
in all its forms, including sex trafficking. Kate chairs 
the Edmonton Sexual Exploitation Working Group 
(SEWG), which brings together service providers, 
law enforcement and government to raise 
community awareness about the complex issues 
central to sexual exploitation. She and an Edmonton 
City Councillor teamed up in 2004 to create an 
Annual Sexual Exploitation Awareness Week, now 
situated in May, Alberta’s Sexual Violence 
Awareness Month. She has engaged countless volunteers to support this work over 
the years.  

Kate is a member of the Not in My City Network, which seeks to improve coordinated 
services for survivors of human trafficking on a provincial level. As part of this work, 
Kate provided input for a more user-friendly Help Line for trafficked persons through 
211. 

She has served on many boards dedicated to community justice efforts including ACT 
Alberta, REACH Edmonton Council for Safe Communities, and the City of Edmonton 
Safer Cities Initiatives Advisory Committee. She currently serves on the board of the 
Chrysalis Anti-Human Trafficking Network. She and the CEASE team work closely 
with the ALERT Human Trafficking Counter Exploitation Unit and EPS to identify 
perpetrators and find ways to support survivors. She was instrumental in creating the 
first “john school,” the Sex Trade Offender Program. This Adult Alternative Measures 
Program helps first-time offenders understand the impacts of their actions. When an 
opportunity arose to apply for federal funding, Kate mobilized partners to create the 
Safer Way Out Project. This includes a Safety Network Coordinator position 
embedded with the ALERT Human Trafficking Counter Exploitation Unit to assist 
victims of human trafficking. 

She has advocated for improved training for frontline workers, police, service delivery 
agencies, hotel staff and community volunteers so they are better able to recognize 
the signs of sexual exploitation and human trafficking. Over the years, Kate has 
significantly contributed to innovative approaches to meeting the needs of survivors 
by being a strong and informed advocate, and by writing well-researched publications 
to inform decision-makers and policymakers. 
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Alberta Specialized Police & Court Support 
Network 
Service Enhancement Category 

 
The Alberta Specialized Police and Court Support Network was formed in 
January of 2019. One representative from each service agency is a member 
of the Specialized Police and Court Support Network (SP&CS), a community 
of practice group that meets regularly to share best practices, discuss 
program development, and build a collaborative network to engage in 
problem-solving.  
 
With only 5% of sexual assault survivors choosing to report to police, and 
71% of survivors reporting their experiences with police as negative, the 11 
agencies wanted to focus on developing a service that would be survivor-led 
and community-based (i.e., not located in a police station), and which would 
provide consistent, specialized support to sexual assault survivors, from their 
decision whether to report the crime all the way through to the trial and its 
aftermath.  
 
The service was designed to be available to all survivors: recent and 
historical, children and adults, and people of all gender identities. The group 
wanted to deliver a service that would reduce secondary victimization and 
also sustain the survivors’ involvement throughout the entire criminal justice 
process; and, specifically to produce better survivor outcomes by reducing 
the emotional toll of a lengthy, complicated criminal justice process. In one 
year, Alberta Specialized Police and Court Support Network served 2,693 
survivors; delivered 24,506 client sessions; conducted 9,619 hours of direct 
services and 6,056 hours of consultation, case management and advocacy. 
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2022 Community Justice Awards 

 

 

Emergency Protection Order Program (EPOP), 
Legal Aid Alberta 
Service Enhancement Category 

 
Legal Aid Alberta (LAA)’s family law offices in Edmonton and Calgary have 
been assisting victims of domestic violence with emergency protection orders 
since they opened their doors in 2001. In 2004, the Edmonton Protection 
Order Program was created and in 2007, the Calgary Emergency Protection 
Order Program began.  

 
The EPOP helps victims of family violence protect themselves against their 
abusers. Because applying for an EPO can be a confusing, overwhelming 
and often emotionally charged experience, EPOP eases the process by 
providing claimants with information about the court system and their options, 
referrals to other support organizations and (in Edmonton and Calgary) a 
lawyer who can appear in court and help them get the order. This service has 
allowed Albertans to be kept safe by providing immediate protection from 
family violence. The EPO program is a no-cost service available to all 
Albertans.  

 
Those involved in the program work closely with partners in the justice 
system, the Edmonton, Calgary and Lethbridge Police Services, multiple 
RCMP detachments across the province, Children’s Services, shelters and 
service providers who protect victims of domestic violence and newcomers to 
Canada. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the 2022 
Alberta Community Justice 

Awards Recipients! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


