
Additional information is available at alberta.ca/emergency-management-legislation.aspx 
©2020 Government of Alberta  |  Published: May 2020  

Bill 13: Emergency Management Act Amendments 

Frequently asked questions 
 

What do the 
broadened 

enforcement 
provisions mean for 
my community and 

emergency 
operations? 

 Previously under the Emergency Management Act, the enforcement provision 
only applied if an individual did not comply with an evacuation order. To ensure 
you have the tools to address emergencies and disasters, the enforcement 
provision has been expanded to include non-compliance of orders related to 
requiring qualified persons to render aid, controlling or prohibiting travel in 
Alberta, restoration of facilities and distribution of essential supplies, price fixing, 
and conscription. 

Why was the 
duration of a regular 

state of local 
emergency (SOLE) 

not extended? 

 Non-pandemic disasters and emergencies are typically dynamic and shorter in 
duration, therefore non-pandemic SOLEs will continue to last up to seven days 
before requiring renewal. This ensures council or the emergency advisory 
committee meet regularly to confirm that access to the extraordinary powers 
under a SOLE is still required. 

Will my community 
have to make a new 

declaration for a 
pandemic state of 

emergency that will 
last for 90 days? 

 If your SOLE declaration was specific to a pandemic, a new declaration is not 
required. You will be required to determine the duration of the SOLE, which can 
be extended up to 90 days. 

If the SOLE declaration was not specific to a pandemic, a new declaration would 
be required to access the 90-day duration. You may renew your SOLE 
declaration after Bill 13 comes into force, and that date would m ark the 
beginning of the 90 day duration for the pandemic SOLE. 

If my community is 
faced with another 
emergency or 
disaster while the 
pandemic SOLE is 
in place, and a 
need for 
extraordinary legal 
authorities exists, 
do we need to 
declare another 
SOLE? 

 Yes. Under section 21(2) of the Emergency Management Act the SOLE must 
identify the nature of the emergency and the area of the municipality in which it 
exists. 
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Why was the 
reference to 

“pandemic 
influenza” changed 

to “pandemic” in 
section 18, which 

relates to a 
provincial 

declaration of a 
state of 

emergency? 

 Given that COVID-19 is not a type of influenza, the previous wording limited the 
ability to declare a provincial state of emergency with a 90-day duration. Without 
this amendment, a provincially declared state of emergency would only last 28 
days before requiring renewal. This more inclusive wording will ensure the 
province has the authority and tools needed to respond to any type of pandemic. 

Why did the 
Government of 

Alberta include the 
new provisions in 

sections 24 (1.01) 
and (1.02) that 

would allow the 
Minister to restrict, 

prohibit, or 
terminate a local 

authority’s use of s 
19(1) powers? 

 This amendment allows the Minister to selectively restrict or alter the use of the 
extraordinary powers provided under a SOLE, without having to cancel it. During 
a larger, province-wide response, this allows the Minister to maintain consistency 
across multiple municipalities in the use of section 19(1) authorities. Additionally, 
with a pandemic SOLE now lasting for up to 90 days, this is another check and 
balance provided to the Minister to ensure that the broader public interest is 
preserved. 

What does the new 
section 19(1.1) 

allow the Minister to 
do? 

 The Minister already has broad authorities under section 19(1), that are not 
explicitly listed, and this allows the Minister to make an order that is enforceable 
as an offence for any powers that are not explicitly listed. This new provision 
does not extend to local authorities. 

What is the process 
that can be used if 

a local authority 
wants to proceed 

with an offence 
under the 

Emergency 
Management Act? 

 If a peace officer or police officer has reasonable and probable grounds to 
believe that a contravention of the Emergency Management Act has occurred, 
and that it is in the public interest to proceed with charging an individual with an 
offence, they can issue a Summons Violation Ticket in accordance with Part 2 of 
the Provincial Offences Procedure Act to the individual that is suspected of not 
being in compliance with an order under a SOLE or SOE. The individual who 
wishes to plead guilty can then either pay the legislated fine on or before the 
appearance date in the summons. Otherwise, the person, or their agent, is 
required to appear in court on the appearance date to enter a plea and set a date 
for trial. 

For non-compliance of orders issued under the Public Health Act Community 
Peace Officers Level 1, Alberta Peace Officers Levels 1 and 2, and Police can 
enforce the Chief Medical Officer of Health orders. The Procedures Regulation 
(AR 63/2017) was amended to allow for a violation ticket to be issued under Part 
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3 of the Provincial Offences Procedure Act, for a contravention of an order of a 
medical officer of health. The specified penalty is $1,000. This specified penalty 
is only for enforcement under the Public Health Act. 

What happens to a 
community’s SOLE 

if a SOE is 
declared? 

 The SOLE remains in place. If there is a provincially declared SOE a community 
is expected to continue to address and respond to emergencies and disasters at 
a local level, unless otherwise directed or requested by the Government of 
Alberta. 

 


