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Summer School 2021 COVID-19 Plan 
The safety of students and school staff continues to be the government’s number one 

priority.  

This plan which helps complete the 2020-2021 school year, builds upon the 

comprehensive 2020-21 School Re-entry Plan that directed school authorities to prepare 

for three possible scenarios, as we knew the COVID-19 pandemic circumstances could 

change at any time and school authorities may be required to transition from one 

scenario to another.  

Implementation of this plan is subject to change with direction from the Chief Medical 

Officer of Health. This plan is based on the best available information related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and may evolve and be adjusted when new information becomes 

available as the status of the COVID-19 pandemic changes. 

This plan is founded on the following four principles that were established by 

government in collaboration with education partners. 

 The safety of children, students and staff comes first.

 Children and student learning will continue.

 Provincial funding is still flowing to schools.

 School authorities have flexibility to do what is best for their community.

This plan balances the need for provincial direction and standardized approaches in 

some areas while also providing flexibility and respecting school authority autonomy at 

the local level. 

The global COVID-19 pandemic is an evolving and unprecedented situation that 

presents society and the education system with many challenges. Continuing student 

learning in summer 2021 will require everyone involved in summer programming to be 

nimble in contributing to the success of our students. 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2020-21-school-re-entry-plan
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“I’m pleased student learning will continue during the summer for students who choose to enrol in 

the available programs. Summer programing provides an important opportunity for students to 

take courses towards high school completion especially following a challenging school year of 

learning during a global pandemic.”  

Adriana LaGrange, Minister of Education 
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Health Guidance 

In-person student learning for summer school 2021 must adhere to COVID-19 

Information: Guidance for Schools (K-12) and School Buses - Scenario 1. School 

authorities offering summer school must follow all additional public health measures 

mandated by the Chief Medical Officer of Health and are encouraged to review 

applicable health guidance on a regular basis.  

Vaccination is an effective means of protecting Albertans from COVID 19, and it is an 

important part of the overall pandemic response. Albertans who are eligible should get 

the COVID-19 vaccine. It is important to note that the decision to be vaccinated is a 

personal choice, and the decision made by parents/guardians for their children is private. 

In accordance with Alberta’s privacy legislation, the Personal Information Protection Act 

and the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, staff must respect the 

health privacy of students, including their vaccination status.  

Contact Tracing 

Contact tracing is the legislated process for Medical Officers of Health and their 

designates to identify, assess, and manage people who have been exposed to a disease 

to prevent onward transmission. When systematically applied, contact tracing will break 

the chains of transmission of COVID-19 and is an essential public health tool for 

controlling the virus. If there are cases of COVID-19 identified within summer school 

settings, the Zone Medical Officer of Health/designate will work directly with the school 

authority/school administration to collect relevant information required for contact tracing 

and to provide follow-up recommendations and messaging for children, students, 

parents/guardians and staff. It is important for schools offering summer school 

programming to ensure that they continue to collaborate with the Zone Medical Officer of 

Health/designate to mitigate the risk of additional COVID-19 spread. Additional 

information about contact tracing can be accessed here. 

Rapid Testing 

Alberta Education is exploring options for continuing the rapid testing program in areas 

of need. Additional information will be provided as appropriate. 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-school-re-entry-scenario-1
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-school-re-entry-scenario-1
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page17199.aspx
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Programming 

Local school authorities have the autonomy to offer summer school programming, 

primarily to high school students, in response to local needs. Programming can be 

offered in-class or on-line at the discretion of the local authority and in accordance with 

public health guidelines in place at the time. Local authorities should refer to the 2020-21 

School Re-entry Plan for additional guidance. 

Students with Disabilities 

Should there be a need for summer school programing to be shifted from in-school to at-

home due to operational challenges, students who require specialized supports that 

cannot be met through at-home learning and who have not been identified by Alberta 

Health Service as being close contacts, will be able to continue to receive these 

supports in school.   

Parents/guardians should work with their school authorities to develop appropriate 

arrangements. 

Diploma Exams 

In November 2020, it was announced that all diploma exams for the balance of the 

2020/21 school year, including Summer School 2021, would be optional. Students and 

their parents decide to write them or not. As such, August 2021 diploma exams will be 

administered as per the established schedule to those who choose to write them. 

Province-wide diploma exam results may be reported in the ministry annual report or 

annual report update as available.  

Credit Allocation 

Program requirements noted in the Guide to Education apply to all schools offering 

senior high summer school except that, for these programs, access to instruction of at 

least 16 hours per credit must be provided. Allocation criteria can be accessed in the 

Funding Manual for School Authorities. 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2020-21-school-re-entry-plan
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2020-21-school-re-entry-plan
https://www.alberta.ca/diploma-exams.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1485-5542
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Unallocated Credits 

Should a shift from in-school to at-home learning be required during summer school, 

consideration will be given as to whether or not unallocated credits will be offered.  

Funding 

The Summer School Grant supports authorities in offering summer school to students 

who seek educational opportunity. As per the Funding Manual for School Authorities, 

summer school programming is provided for up to 10 credits completed per student for 

high school courses. School authorities are encouraged to check the Provincial 

Approach to Student Information (PASI) system for concurrent enrolments in or to 

support student summer school planning. 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1485-5542



