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                                         Our thanks to Alberta Agricultural Fieldmen and staff of AFSC for their partnership and contribution  
                                         to the Alberta Crop Reporting Program.  
The climate map is compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Environmental Stewardship Branch, Engineering and Climate Services Section. 
  

 

Crop Conditions as of June 9, 2020 (Abbreviated Report) 
With over 98 per cent of 2020 spring plantings in the ground, attention now shifts to crop development. Provincially, 75 
per cent of the crops have emerged (see Table 1), 12 per cent behind the previous five-year average (2015-2019). 
Regionally, South, Central and North East regions are close to the five-year average. Challenges continue for the 
northern parts of the province. The cool wet weather that caused seeding delays for much of the spring is now affecting 
crop development. Forty-one per cent of the spring-seeded crops in the North West have emerged, 41 per cent behind 
the five-year average. Similarly, in the Peace region, 40 per cent of the spring-seeded crops have emerged, 39 per cent 
behind the five-year average. An extended period of warm, rain-free days would be welcomed to dry out the ground.   
 
Table 1: Alberta Crop Emergence as of June 9, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: AF/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 
 
Soil moisture is near field capacity across a wide area of the province running  
from the US border, all along the foothills up to Red Deer. North of this, the area  
of wet soils extends eastward towards Lac La Biche, and occupies most of  
the growing areas with the exception of the central and northern Peace Region  
(see map). This has resulted in very good soil moisture conditions throughout the  
province with 82 per cent rating good or excellent. Regionally, the Central and  
Peace areas both rate soil moisture as 90 per cent good or excellent; South and  
North East areas both rate soil moisture being better than 80 per cent good or  
excellent. The North West rate only 38 per cent good or excellent.  Excessive  
moisture is an issue in a large part of the North West and in parts of the  
North East and the Peace. In areas north of Lacombe, the soil moisture levels are  
nearing 50-year highs. In the North West 62 per cent of the soil moisture was  
rated as excessive, a 42 per cent increase over the previous week. The  
North East rates 13 per cent as excessive and the Peace rate almost 10 per cent 
as being excessive. 

 

 

 % Emerged 
South Central N East N West Peace Alberta 

Spring Wheat 94.6% 88.8% 91.4% 50.2% 40.4% 80.5% 
Barley 92.2% 83.1% 72.0% 38.3% 26.4% 75.2% 
Oats 91.3% 77.1% 64.4% 29.1% 30.7% 53.0% 
Canola 84.8% 84.3% 76.5% 34.6% 36.9% 66.6% 
Dry Peas 98.4% 93.7% 97.7% 50.6% 58.4% 85.7% 
Average 91.9% 86.3% 82.9% 41.2% 39.9% 74.5% 
Last Week 77.7% 66.5% 59.4% 20.6% 13.6% 54.0% 
Last Year 96.4% 95.7% 93.2% 98.3% 96.8% 95.7% 
5-year Average 92.8% 89.5% 83.8% 81.7% 79.2% 86.4% 
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Table 2: Surface Moisture Rating as of June 9, 2020 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: AF/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 
 
Perennial forages are being reported as being in “really good shape” and “looking stronger than they have in some 
years,” due in large part to the spring rains. Provincially, tame hay growth rated as good or excellent is at 93 per cent 
compared to the five-year average of 56 per cent. Pasture growth is rated at 90 per cent good or excellent compared to 
the provincial five-year average of 56 per cent.  

     Table 3: Tame Hay (Pasture) Growth Rating as of June 9, 2020 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: AF/AFSC Crop Reporting Survey 
 

Regional Assessments: 
Region One: Southern (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost) 

• Most areas received precipitation this week ranging from light showers to general rains dropping up to one inch of 
rain. Cooler nighttime temperatures are the only thing preventing a “perfect start” to the year.  

• Reports of reseeding of some crops in the southern part of the region due to flooding, crusting and wind damage. 
• Spring-seeded cereals are midway through the tillering stage of the Zadocs growth scale, with most crops having four 

or five tillers. 
• Tame Hay conditions (pasture shown in brackets) are rated as nine (12) per cent fair, 70 (73) per cent good, and 21 

(15) per cent excellent. 

Region Two: Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen) 

• Precipitation received in most of the region this last week has provided good growing conditions, but cooler 
temperatures continues to slow growth. 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent Excessive 
South 1.0% 15.3% 58.3% 24.7% 0.7% 
Central --- 7.0% 52.6% 38.7% 1.7% 
North East --- --- 26.4% 60.5% 13.1% 
North West --- --- 5.2% 32.5% 62.3% 
Peace --- 0.7% 20.2% 69.5% 9.6% 
Average 0.3% 6.9% 40.6% 41.2% 11.0% 
Last Year 13.7% 27.2% 49.7% 9.1% 0.3% 
5-year Average 14.2% 22.7% 41.4% 18.8% 2.9% 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent 
South 0.1% (0.1%) 8.6% (11.6%) 70.0% (73.3%) 21.3% (15.0%) 
Central --- (---)  7.4% (11.1%)  84.0% (78.2%)  8.6% (10.7%) 
North East --- (---) 6.9% (10.4%) 74.9% (74.7%) 18.2% (14.9%)  
North West --- (---) --- (---) 14.9% (18.4%)  85.1% (81.6%)  
Peace 3.4% (3.2%)  11.1% (11.5%) 71.7% (70.7%) 13.8% (14.6%) 
Average 0.6% (0.3%) 6.8% (10.2%)  64.4% (69.9%) 28.2% (19.6%) 
Last Year 15.4% (24.7%)  35.9% (31.8%)  45.6% (39.9%) 3.1% (3.6%)  
5-year Average 17.0% (19.6%) 27.1% (24.4%) 45.9% (44.9%)  10.0% (11.1%) 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2830245
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• Spring-seeded cereals are midway through the seedling stage of the Zadocs growth scale, with most crops being at 
the five-leaf stage. 

• Tame hay conditions (pasture shown in brackets) are rated as seven (11) per cent fair, 84 (78) per cent good, and 
nine (11) per cent excellent. 

• Less than one per cent of 2019 unharvested spring wheat acres remain in the field. 

Region Three: North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost) 

• Significant precipitation received this week resulting in “wet and soggy” conditions with some areas receiving up to 
five inches of rain. Cooler temperatures are slowing plant growth. 

• Reports of saturated fields in the western part of the region that may end up as unseeded this year. 
• Spring-seeded cereals are in the early seedling stage of the Zadocs growth scale, with most crops being at the two-

leaf stage. 
• Tame hay conditions (pasture shown in brackets) are rated as seven (10) per cent fair, 75 (75) per cent good, and 18 

(15) per cent excellent. 
• Less than one per cent of 2019 unharvested spring wheat, barley, oats and canola acres remain in the field. 

Region Four: North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca) 
• Heavy rains continued in the region with accumulations of up to seven inches over the last two weeks. Cool weather 

has slowed germination and crop progression. 
• Unseeded acres reported throughout the region because of the excess moisture and many fields are too saturated to 

support the equipment. Some producers are looking at unconventional means such as floating on the crop to get it 
seeded. 

• Spring-seeded cereals are midway through the seedling stage of the Zadocs growth scale, with most plants being at 
the four-leaf stage. 

• Tame hay conditions (pasture shown in brackets) are rated as 15 (18) per cent good, and 85 (82) excellent. 
• Two per cent of 2019 unharvested spring wheat, barley, oats and less than one per cent of the unharvested canola 

acres in the region remain in the field. 

Region Five: Peace River (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview) 
• Precipitation received throughout the region, with accumulations of up to two-and-a-quarter inches were reported in 

some places. 
• Spring-seeded cereals are in the late germination stage of the Zadocs growth scale. 
• Tame hay conditions (pasture shown in brackets) are rated as three (three) per cent poor, 11 (12) per cent fair, 72 

(71) per cent good, and 14 (15) excellent. 
• One per cent of 2019 unharvested spring wheat, barley, oats and canola acres in the region remain in the field. 
 

Contacts 
Agriculture Financial Services Corporation                                                      Jackie Sanden – Product Coordinator 
Business Risk Management Products Unit                                                      Ken Handford – Product Development Analyst    
Lacombe, Alberta                            Email: MediaInquiry@afsc.ca 
June 12, 2020       
                                                                                                 

Note to Users: The contents of this document may not be used or reproduced without properly accrediting AFSC and Alberta Agriculture and 
Forestry, Economics and Competitiveness Branch, Statistics and Data Development Section          
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