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Context

The Bighorn Advisory Group was asked to provide recommendations about industrial access
into the Blackstone-Wapiabi Forest Land Use Zone (FLUZ). At the time these recommendations
are made, 22 gas exploration licenses have been sold in the northern half of the Blackstone-
Wapiabi. In addition, there are a few freehold areas that include mineral rights.

All recommendations respect the Eastern Slopes Policy and the Red Deer-Nordegg Integrated
Resource Plan. These documents note that the highest priority in the Eastern Slopes is placed
on watershed management and that recreation and tourism benefits are also important. Most
of the central portion of the Blackstone-Wapiabi FLUZ is critical wildlife habitat, and the high
elevation areas are prime protection zone. Therefore, any activities in the FLUZ must respect
the important requirement to protect the watershed, as well as fish and wildlife habitat and
populations. In 1986, portions of the Bighorn area were described as the Bighorn Wildland
Recreation Area, but no legal designation was made.

Industrial access is permitted by policy within the Blackstone-Wapiabi, subject to specific
conditions. However, the Advisory Group is split on whether oil and gas access should be
allowed. This split was also evident at a public meeting held on March 14, 2002. The
following recommendations reflect the position of Advisory Group members when they were
told they must consider industrial access in the FLUZ. 

The Advisory Group agreed that protection of the prime protection area and critical wildlife
areas in the Blackstone-Wapiabi would require stringent protection measures. 

The Blackstone-Wapiabi FLUZ provides protection to critical watersheds, wildlife and fish
populations and habitat. It therefore must be managed in a way that restricts damaging access
and use in favour of wildlife and fish habitat protection. It is a privilege to access this area,
and the Advisory Group believes that all users must be expected to follow best practices at all
times.
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Recommendations

1. Limit the "footprint" of industry within the Blackstone-Wapiabi FLUZ by utilizing best
practices.

2. Before industry is granted access to the southwest side of the Bighorn range, there must
be baseline information about fish and wildlife populations and their habitats (including
water quality and stream characteristics). There must also be technical guidelines about
best practices required in this area for seismic exploration, stream crossings, corridor
locations, access clearing and production site clearing and management. 

3. Companies accessing the Blackstone-Wapiabi FLUZ must coordinate their activities,
using the Industrial Landscape Management principles being developed in the adjacent
Chungo Creek area.

4. Adaptive management approaches must be initiated and used as the basis for
management decisions. This will require development of a process to gather and analyze
data about fish and wildlife populations, natural habitat conditions, watershed integrity
and traditional aboriginal sites. There must be a systematic effort to gather information
about the resources in the area, and about best approaches to manage recreational
activities in the area in a way that conserves the area for future generations. Activities
allowed in this area will be restricted or delayed if present activity levels are shown to
compromise environmental integrity.

5. There must be approved measures in place to protect specific areas that are identified by
Fish and Wildlife as sensitive fish and wildlife sites (e.g. critical winter habitat, breeding,
birthing, feeding, spawning sites and migration corridors). Preferably, these areas should
be avoided.

6. Every effort must be made to limit the impact of seismic work undertaken for exploration
or development. This means using heli-portable methods (or the lowest impact ground
access methods where helicopter activity would be disruptive). It also requires an effort to
coordinate all seismic work for existing licenses to minimize seismic activity and footprint.

7. Every effort must be made to minimize the number of roads (or tracks) that are
constructed. Access corridors should be planned with future permitted recreational use in
mind. Operators should be instructed to reclaim roads as soon as possible. When
reclamation occurs, other values should be taken into consideration.

8. All roads, clearings and corridors must be developed in a way that promotes natural
regeneration to the greatest extent possible and supports reclamation with native species
and natural contours. 

9. Facility sites such as pumping stations, and staging and camp areas are to be located
outside the Blackstone-Wapiabi FLUZ (subject to safety and technical limitations).
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10. Existing stakeholders (to be identified through the public land manager) must be notified
and offered consultation as industrial exploration, access and development occurs. There
must be an active effort to avoid conflicts with other users, and to minimize the impact of
industrial activity on these other activities.

11. Minimize industrial impact on public recreation activities in the area.

12. The Advisory Group understands that the province will undertake a regional strategy for
resource and environmental management. This must include cumulative effects
assessment which will guide regional land use decisions and practices.

13. When industrial development occurs in the Blackstone-Wapiabi, the companies involved
must financially support environmental monitoring to measure actual changes to fish and
wildlife populations and their habitats. Where there are negative impacts on fish and
wildlife, there must be a strategy in place to deal with these impacts. 

14. Traditional Treaty First Nations areas such as grave sites, ceremonial sites and medicine
herb areas must be identified and appropriately protected. Traditional names for the area
should be recognized. There should be compensation if one of these sensitive areas is
destroyed.

15. Trappers will continue to use the Blackstone-Wapiabi. Industrial operators will be
responsible to work with trappers in the area, as they are in other areas of the province.

16. Forest management programs that support a sustainable forest (e.g. forest health
management, fire smart management) should be implemented as required.

Comments Regarding Future Industrial Access

The Group considered the following proposal and could not come to agreement, so no
recommendation is made.

There should be no further industrial allocations in the Blackstone-Wapiabi FLUZ.

Some people believe that the best way to protect the sensitive areas southwest of the Bighorn
Range would be to stop any further industrial access. Others feel that the process of adaptive
management will lead to adequate environmental protection measures, and that future
industrial access can be considered on that basis.


