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In 2007, Alberta Agriculture and Food declared clubroot a pest by the Pest and Nuisance Control 
Regulation under the Alberta Agricultural Pests Act and released the Alberta Clubroot Management Plan. 
The Alberta Agriculture Pest Act gives the municipal authority (Agricultural Service Board) responsibility to 
enforce pest control measures within its jurisdiction. The landowner or occupant is responsible for 
preventing the disease from being present in their fields. 

Strathcona County Agricultural Fieldman Contact. 

Discussions with the Agricultural Fieldman  should be held early in the development of a control program 
to determine what level of mitigation may be required within and between the counties.  Contact should 
be maintained throughout the course of project construction. 

Strathcona County Agricultural Service Board 

2001 Sherwood Drive Sherwood Park T8A 3W7  
Fax: (780) 417-7109 
Joel Gould (Agricultural Fieldman) Cell (780) 417-7134 (Joel) 
gould@strathcona.ab.ca 
Laura Hammer (Assistant Agricultural Fieldman) (780) 417-7132  
hammer@strathcona.ab.ca 
Heather Horner (Assistant Agricultural Fieldman) (780) 417-7130 
horner@strathcona.ab.ca 
http://www.strathcona.ca/departments/Transportation_and_Agriculture_Services/Agriculture_services/clu
broot.aspx 

A telephone discussion was held with Mr. Gould during October 2012 to determine any particular county 
requirements regarding clubroot management. 

Strathcona County –The county does not disclose which fields are infected but when the Ag Fieldman 
reviews development permit applications will require a management plan if a project involves affected 
lands. A management plan should follow the C.A.P.P. 2008 Best Management Practices for Clubroot 
Disease Management.   

Best Management Practice (BMP) Equipment Cleaning Protocol (adapted and summarized from CAPP 
2008) 

This BMP is designed to assist operators in meeting the primary management objective of minimizing or 
restricting the movement of soil material containing clubroot spores from an infected field. At this point in 
time the most viable method of achieving this management objective is by cleaning equipment. 
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5A.1 Equipment Cleaning Determination 

Operators are encouraged to develop internal written processes that determine whether equipment 
cleaning to prevent clubroot spread is required in any given situation. It is up to each operator to 
determine which areas and situations require cleaning and which do not. To meet the Alberta Clubroot 
Committee management objectives, if there is a reasonable risk of transporting soil material that could 
contain clubroot spores from a given site equipment must be cleaned prior to exiting the location. 

5A.2 Equipment Cleaning Description 

Once the requirement to clean equipment has been confirmed operators will be required to determine 
what level of equipment cleaning is appropriate for a specific situation. 

1. Wash Station Site Preparation 

• spread a suitably sized tarp on the ground as close as practical to the exit from the field so that 
once cleaned off the equipment will not travel over potentially infected soil 

• ensure the tarp is large enough to accommodate the equipment being used and contain all runoff 
from the washing 

• have a vacuum truck on-site to capture all the soil-wash water-bleach solution produced by the 
cleaning process and ensure the material does not flow back onto the field 

2. Mechanical Cleaning - Mechanical cleaning is the removal of soil material using tools such as 
brooms, brushes, air compressors, shovels or by hand. 

3. Washing - Washing is considered cleaning with water, steam or equivalent. Surfactants (soap or 
detergent) may or may not be used when washing with water, steam or equivalent. 

4. Disinfecting - Disinfecting requires the use of a substance that inhibits or destroys the reproductive 
ability (spores) of clubroot disease. Disinfecting is done after mechanical cleaning or washing has 
been completed. Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development recommends a 1-2% bleach-water 
mixture however other disinfectants could be used. The disinfectant solution is to be misted on 
mechanically cleaned or washed equipment maintaining a moist or wet interface with 
equipment for 15 min. 

5. Wash Water Disposal – the wash water-soil-bleach solution collected by the vac truck must be 
disposed of at an appropriate and approved location (e.g., a disposal well or similar facility). 
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5A.3 Documentation 

Operators should develop a record keeping that will demonstrate they are exercising due diligence in 
meeting the primary management objectives of preventing the establishment and minimizing the spread 
of Clubroot Disease. 

The type and level of documentation needs to be determined by an individual operator - due diligence can 
be considered the level of judgment, care, prudence, and activity that an operator would reasonably be 
expected to undertake under particular circumstances. In general documentation should include: 

• the corporate clubroot management plan 

• all landowner agreements and county requirements 

• written records of all verbal contacts 

• a tracking list of what level of cleaning was conducted for each land parcel 

• a tracking list of all wash water-bleach volumes and the location(s) at which they were disposed. 

The following extract was taken from the Strathcona County website and, as can be seen, it generally 
deals with clubroot prevention as part of an agricultural production system as opposed to industrial facility 
construction. 

GENERAL CLUBROOT PREVENTION MEASURES  

Since clubroot infestations are still in isolated locations in Alberta, producers should take precautionary 
measures to curb the spread of this disease. Growers should be vigilant to prevent the introduction of 
clubroot to clean fields because few economic options exist to control infestations in canola.  

Recommended preventative measures include the following:  

• Scout canola fields regularly and carefully. Identify causes of wilting, stunting, yellowing and premature 
ripening. Pull out wilted plants to diagnose gall formation on roots.  

• Practice meticulous sanitation to prevent and restrict the spread of contaminated material. Clean soil 
and crop debris from field equipment before leaving or entering fields.  

• Practice soil conservation to reduce erosion. Resting spores move readily in dirt transported by wind or 
water erosion and by overland water flow. They are not spread by air.  

• Avoid the use of straw bales and manure from infested or suspicious areas. Clubroot spores are 
reported to survive through the digestive tracts of livestock.  

• Avoid common, untreated seed (including canola, cereals and pulses).  

• Review and the mitigation measures outlined in the following documents and develop an appropriate, 
site/project-specific treatment program. 

http://www.strathcona.ca/departments/Transportation_and_Agriculture_Services/Agriculture_services
/clubroot.aspx  

http://www.strathcona.ca/departments/Transportation_and_Agriculture_Services/Agriculture_services/clubroot.aspx
http://www.strathcona.ca/departments/Transportation_and_Agriculture_Services/Agriculture_services/clubroot.aspx
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