REPORT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
PUBLIC INQUIRY
THE FATALITY INQUIRIES ACT

CANADA
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA

WHEREAS a Public Inquiry was held at the Provinecial Court of Albherts

in the City of Calagary
* {City, Town, etc,} = Rame of City, Town, etc.}

on the __9th day of Septemher , 1991 {and by adjournment
onthe . 23rd day of January 19_92 ), before

8. M. Rensler , a Provincial Court Judge.
A jury [] was [x] was not summoned and an Inquiry was held into the death of

Elsie Rase - " 90

- . (Marme in Full} : {Age}
of Brentucod NMursing Heme, Calgary. Albérta and the following findings were made:
laslIdance,

Date and Time of Death June 12, 1991 1330 hours

Place Brentwood Nursing Home, Calgarv, Alberta

Medical Cause of Death (“cause of death’” means the medical cause of death accoerding to the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death as last revised by the International
Conference assembied for that purpose and published by the World Health Organization — The Fatality
Inquiries Act, Section 1(d}) ,

Subarachnoid Hemorrhage due to Craniocerebral Trauma

Manner of Death {‘manner of death” means the mode or method of death whether natural, homicidal,
suicidal, accidental or undeterminable — The Fatality Inquiries Act, Section 1(g))

Accidental
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REPORT TO AG 338 - PAGE 2
CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH DEATH OCCURRED

(See_attached_page}

No. of additional pages attached 1 =
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF SIMILAR DEATHS
(See.attached -page-) - —_
No. of additional pages attached %
DATED this 23xd day of Januaxry 1992

}h—-n@-,//

" A Judge of the Provincial Court of Alberta

S. M. BENSLER
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CIRCUMNSTANCES UNDER WHICH DEATH DCCURRED

Mrs. Rogs, the deceasad, was residing in the Brentwood Nursing Home
on June 12th 1951, She was 90 years of age and confined Lo 8 wheel chair,

Orodune t1th 1891, Betty Lou Beal |, & personal care gide at
Brentwood |, was in charge of bathing Mrs. Rose. Ms. Beal and Lisa Brown
liTied Mrs. Rose on 1o the cantury tub chair 1Y, & new device &t the Mursing
home to assist in bathing dizablad people. Ms. Deal put the lap belt oh Mrs.
Rose. &t thet point Lisa Brown et and Betty Lou Besl continued to bath
Mrs, Rose. Bathy Loy Beal had fastaned the iap oelt of the chair inosely
around Mrs, Bose and proceeded to hoist her into the bath. The shouider beit
which was on the chair wag not used , although in Mrs. Roses candition it
shouid have besn. 11 was the Tirst Lime Ms. Beal had used the century wb
chair although she was 5aid to have faken ingtruction on the oroper
procedures in the use and operation of the chair soms months orior.

Bething was carried gut as usual. Ms. Seal then wani o take Mrs.

gz2 Trom tha Bath., She did not check the belt 1o s28 17 11 was still

fasiened and procesded to holst Mre. Boss out of the tub The chair wes
rejsed {o the top position , about 45" above the fioor Lo swing the 1egs ower
the tub and 1e7t in the top nosition facing away from the tub. !Ms. Besl
turned her back away Trom HMrs. Rase 1o move the whaglchair out of the way
before lowering the chalr Ms. Beal then heard Mrs. Rose g8y "'m famng .
v falling ™. Ms. Beal md ot respond becayse she did not belisve har She
logked around shortly after and saw Mie. Rese 1ging on the floor on her teft
gide. The Tap oeil was undone. 1 was indicatad that there was no way Mrs.

Ruoss could have undone the balt herself,



irs. Rose was taken 1o the Foothills Hospiial by ambulance and seen

by Emmergency Physicians. She was traatad for @ taczratiion to the 1aft

ne left f

|""

templie and & laceration io Orearm, &n wray was taken of ner lefy
wrist. She was then sent back to the nursing home to be cared for. Ths
only insiructions given wers that the stitches wers to be takenout in 7
days.

Hrs. Rosa was then sent back to the Nursing Home . She was atiended
Lo by the Hurging Staff until she died. They were 1o take her wta 5 gyery 30
min. ahd watch her through the night. Mrs. Rose was agitated and in soms
pain when she arvived back at the Home so Dr. Frazer, whﬂ was on call that
gvening, was nUTmuci Dr. Frazer prescribed Gravoel for Mrs. Rose to religve
nausea and Yomiiing. She was 12ss responsive in the morning end her blood
Oresaure was stowly dropping. Dr. Frazer was notifisd and came in 10 22
Mrz. Roge. He prescribad morphing and advised the siaff that they wars not
o revive her bul to keep her as comforiable as possibie in kesping with her
age, her condition and the MO CCDE arder on her charts. Mrs. Ross died &

12:13 on June 12th 1291,
RECOMMERDATIONS FOR THE PREYENTION OF SIMILAR DEATHS

To provide comprehensive training in the use of new apparatus in the
Mursing Home. Training should include extensive practicel experience io
ensure Siaff can cperate these new devices hefore residenis are exposed to
their use. it is recormmeanded that ang Stafy member who is 1o use the new
apparstusz oF devices , demonstrate 10 the satisfaction of the dMurse or
Nurses In charge of training that they are capable of the u 2 and operation

5T such apparatus befare they are allowed Lo operais them



