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Background 
 
Pursuant to Section 66(2) of the Exploration Regulation (AR 284/2006), if the permit of the program 

permittee as defined in Section 1(ff) of the Exploration Regulation is cancelled or suspended after a 

program of exploration has commenced and before a program of exploration is completed, no person shall 

operate exploration equipment from the time of the cancellation or suspension of the permit until a 

permittee with a valid and subsisting permit has been designated as program permittee. 

 

Requirements 
 
If the permit issued under section 16 of the Exploration Regulation of a program permittee is cancelled or 

suspended, exploration equipment that is being used on that program under the authority of that program 

permittee must immediately cease operations. Before exploration operations can proceed, the program 

licensee as defined in Section 1(ee) of the Exploration Regulation of an approved program has to 

designate to the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER), who is the “new” program permittee for that approved 

exploration program.  The “new” program permittee must be a holder of a valid permit. The procedure to 

notify the AER is described in this directive. 

 

Procedure 
 
The program licensee must notify the AER in writing as to who the “new” program permittee for the 

program of exploration will be. The new program permittee must comply with Section 38 of the 

Exploration Regulation by submitting the commencement notification to the AER and to the holder of a 

forest management agreement or a timber license, as described in exploration directive 2006-11. 

 

Enforcement/Compliance 
 
Enforcement policy and procedures are currently under review and this directive will be updated 

accordingly. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 
Alberta Energy Regulator  

Twin Atria Bldg., 4
th
 Floor 

4999 – 98 Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta  T6B 2X3 

Phone:  1-855-297-8311 

E-mail: inquiries@aer.ca 
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