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Supporting the tourism and hospitality industry

Supporting economic growth
Red tape reduction plays a key role in Alberta’s Recovery 
Plan by removing barriers to job creation, and supporting 
innovation and regulatory modernization. 

Alberta’s tourism industry is vital to the province’s economy, 
contributing $8.4 billion pre-pandemic and supporting nearly 
82,000 jobs through 20,000 businesses. 

Alberta’s government is helping tourism and hospitality 
businesses by removing red tape to support their growth. 

Travel Alberta initiatives
Alberta’s government expanded Travel Alberta’s mandate to 
more effectively support the agency in driving the growth of 
Alberta’s tourism sector. 

With its new mandate, Travel Alberta’s budget has also been 
increased by $63 million over three years. This additional 
investment will position Travel Alberta to support economic 
recovery and deliver programs focused on strengthening 
businesses, experiences and communities in order to attract 
more visitors.

This includes the new Product Investment Fund, which will 
provide up to $500,000 to businesses, municipalities and 
startups to help them create new tourism products and 
experiences, purchase or build venues, or become more 
environmentally sustainable.

Meanwhile, the Cooperative Investment Fund will provide 
up to $100,000 to support small and rural communities to 
grow tourism revenue through workforce development, and 
marketing and cultural activities, including events and festivals.  

Public land leases
Tourism and commercial recreation operators may apply to 
access longer leases on Alberta’s public land, to a maximum 
of up to 60 years. This change will help boost tourism growth 
by making it easier for tourism and commercial recreation 
operators to secure financing as well as providing greater 
regulatory certainty for operators to invest and develop. 

Food Regulation changes
Amendments to Alberta’s Food Regulation provide Albertans 
with new opportunities to buy locally produced foods, while 
maintaining food safety standards. 

Local farmers’ markets attract visitors to Alberta’s 
communities. As a result of common sense changes, 
Albertans and visitors can now enjoy a better local 
experience. Local farmers’ markets or summer community 
events can now offer more homemade foods, while 
home-based businesses no longer require food-handling 
permits, nor are they subject to inspections for foods that 
present a low risk for food-borne illness. These are foods 
that do not require refrigeration, such as baked goods, jams/ 
jellies, candies, pickled foods and cereals. High-risk foods 
and foods containing meat, poultry, seafood and/or raw milk 
continue to be prohibited. 

Other important changes allow Albertans and the province’s 
visitors to have a more enjoyable experience at hospitality venues. 

For example, bed and breakfasts and other small lodging 
operators can now serve other meals besides breakfast, 
providing more convenience for travellers and additional 
revenue for small business. 

Eating out now also means Albertans can bring their furry 
friends along. Bars and restaurants no longer need approval 
from a public health inspector if they wish to allow patrons to 
bring their dogs on patios, a change that responds directly to 
a recommendation from a member of the public. It also saves 
food establishments time and money obtaining previous-
ly-required approvals from Alberta Health Services, while still 
ensuring customer health, safety and enjoyment.

Alberta’s Red Tape Reduction strategy is helping tourism operators and the hospitality 
industry generate more revenue by opening up more business opportunities.

https://industry.travelalberta.com/development/tourism-investment-programs/product-development-fund
https://industry.travelalberta.com/development/tourism-investment-programs/co-op-investment
https://www.alberta.ca/low-risk-home-prepared-foods.aspx
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AGLC initiatives
The province’s liquor laws are more flexible and responsive 
to industry and consumer needs thanks to reduced red 
tape. As a result, Albertans and visitors to the province now 
have more options when choosing to purchase or consume 
alcohol responsibly, while province’s liquor manufacturing, 
sale and service industries have more opportunities to grow. 

• Bars and restaurants are now allowed to:

 - sell liquor and mixed drinks with takeout and  
delivery orders.

 - sell the same mixed drinks; and available on their in-house 
menus for delivery and consumption off-premises.

• More channels for liquor product promotion and revenue 
generation now exist by allowing:

 - off-premises virtual liquor tasting events; and
 - complimentary sealed liquor samples for  

consumption at home.

• Liquor stores now have greater trade show opportunities, 
while liquor stores in Calgary and Edmonton no longer 
have minimum size requirements.  

• Liquor manufacturers are no longer required to use  
raw materials in the production of 80 per cent of their  
liquor products. Removing limits on blending helps 
increase the ability to innovate and develop new products. 
This is key for Alberta’s craft breweries and distilleries, 
which are becoming a fixture of the province’s tourism and 
hospitality scene by enticing locals and visitors alike with 
unique liquor products. 

Municipal Entertainment Districts
Alberta municipalities can now create bylaws establishing 
entertainment districts - designated public areas where 
adults may responsibly consume alcohol. Municipal 
entertainment districts can help generate new revenue 
opportunities for local businesses, revitalize communities and 
increase tourism.

Let’s keep going
Alberta’s government will continue working with our industry 
panels, key stakeholders and Albertans to identify and 
remove regulatory barriers that may be hindering economic 
growth and recovery. Visit Alberta.ca/CutRedTape to learn 
more about our ongoing success in reducing red tape for 
Albertans and Alberta businesses. 

https://www.alberta.ca/cut-red-tape.aspx

