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China Newsletter                                                                 September 2009 
 
Alberta China Office (ACO) - An Overseas Representative Office of the Alberta government 
 
Email: albertabeijing@international.gc.ca 
Fax:  86-10- 5139 4465              
Website:  www.albertachina.com 
 
Who Are We? 
In Greater China, Alberta is represented through four offices: 
Alberta China Office (ACO) – Canadian Embassy Beijing www.albertachina.com 
CNPC Alberta Petroleum Centre www.capcbj.com.cn 
Alberta Hong Kong Office www.alberta.org.hk 
Alberta Taiwan Office www.alberta-canada.com/aed/ 
 
 
 

 
 
October 1 is China’s National Day, and China 60th anniversary. In observation of this, 
the ACO and the Canadian Embassy will be closed October 1 and 2, while Chinese 
businesses will be closed for eight-days including one day for the “Mid-Autumn 
Festival”, a traditional Chinese holiday. If you plan on travelling to China during this 
period, you are advised to confirm your travel plans well in advance. And, don’t expect 
to have any business meetings during this holiday period! 
 
Inside this issue: 

- IIR’s Nancy Wu visits 
- China Medical City Taizhou 
- Summary of China’s wood and wooden products industry in 2008 
- Alberta Company in China – CP Rail 
- Upcoming Events 
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IIR’s Nancy Wu visits 
 
Nancy Wu, a Senior Director responsible for the Energy and Environment sectors, was 
in China from July 28 to August 12. During this time, ACO facilitated a series of 
meetings to promote investment in Alberta and to introduce Alberta’s new energy and 
oil sands strategies. As well, ACO arranged opportunities to learn about China’s energy 
interests and strategy.  Meetings with the big-three oil companies (CNPC, Sinopec and 
CNOOC) enabled Nancy and ACO to gather valuable information regarding the 
companies’ recent investment activities and interests in Alberta.  
 
Nancy’s mission also included visits to a number of Chinese companies, including a 
drilling, an engineering and a contracting company, as well as a visit to an oil field. 
Nancy also toured some Alberta companies based in Beijing. 
 
During a visit to the city of Karamay in Xinjiang, an information session was held with 11 
local companies interested in doing business with Alberta, especially in the field of 
technology. Extensive discussions identified China’s technological needs and areas for 
potential cooperation. 
 
While in Xinjiang, Nancy also attended the China International Petroleum and 
Petrochemical Technology and Equipment Exhibition (CIPPE). This provided a good 
reference to our efforts in preparing for our participation at the CIPPE Beijing next 
March. 
 
For more details please contact Vivian Wei. 
 

 
 
Nancy, ACO and CAPC staff at the              CIPPE representatives in Xinjiang 
CNPC Building                              
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China Medical City Taizhou 
 

 
 
ACO paid a visit to China Medical City (CMC) in Taizhou with Ms. Carrie Gu from the 
Canadian Consulate in Shanghai.  
 
China Medical City is located in Taizhou City, Jiangsu Province, a three-hour drive from 
Shanghai. Currently, 24 pharmaceutical companies, including one of China’s largest – 
Yangtze Pharmaceuticals, 10 medical devices companies, and about 10 biotech 
companies from US, Europe and China have been established within 
CMC. International institutions such as Harvard University, the Hamner Institute, Huston 
Medical Centre, Carolinas Medical Center, the California Institute for Qualitative 
Biosciences, and leading universities from China are already partners with CMC.   
 
CMC is entirely dedicated to medical, pharmaceutical and biotech innovation. The focus 
is on five major industries: the vaccines, the biological medicine, the new chemical 
medicine, the high-end medical devices, and the traditional Chinese medicine 
extraction. CMC’s goal is to become the country’s largest pharmaceutical, biotech, and 
medical equipment development zone, with cutting-edge support services and 
streamlined regulatory and registration processes. When complete, the CMC will span 
an area of 25 square kilometres. 
 
CMC is online at www.Medmax.cn.  
For more information, please contact Jessica Jiang. 
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Summary of China’s wood and wooden products industry in 2008  
 
Overview of the industry 
 
Thanks to economic development and a higher standard of living, China’s panel board, 
paper pulp and paper use is ranked the second highest in the world. The export volume 
of panel board, furniture and flooring has also grown year after year, and China has 
become a global "wood processing base".  
 
However, China lacks the forest resources to support its wood industry. For example, 
for commercial wood, the annual allowable cut volume is 100 million cubic metres and 
the annual actual cut is about 190 million metres. To make up for the shortage, China 
has been importing logs from Russia. But, as of January 2009, Russia has set to 
increase its log export duty to 80 per cent, which translates to a minimum of 50 Euros 
per cubic metre. Therefore, China is bound to change its log import source.   
 
In addition to the tight supply of wood, the industry is currently suffering from the low 
demand for various wood products such as panel board, flooring and furniture – the 
result of the economic downturn triggered by the subprime crisis in US. For example, in 
2008 the exports for the furniture industry dropped to 12.5 per cent, and the exports for 
wooden doors dropped to10.3 per cent.  
 
Because of the downturn in the real estate industry, the sales volumes in the interior 
decoration industry dropped by over 30 per cent. This is more serious in major cities 
such as Beijing where the drop was over 50 per cent. 
  
As a result, many Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are facing great challenges: in 
Jiangsu province, 70 to 80 per cent of enterprises producing man-made panel bases 
have been closed or are partially operating; in Yangtze River and Pearl River Delta 
(South China), 1/3 of  furniture and floor manufacturers have been shut down.  
 
Finding solutions to these challenges was the focus of the annual China National 
Timber Circulation Association (CNTCA) conference. The conference, which was held 
June 11 to 18, attracted over 120 participants from major timber importers, exporters 
and distributors. 
 
To address the problems, participants in the conference have raised the following 
solutions.  
 
a. switch the attention to other markets such as Russia, Brazil, India, Middle East, East 
Europe,  which have greater market potential; 
 
b. establish their own sales channels and market their high value-added products in the 
overseas markets; 
 
c. improve R and D and explore new products; 
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d. set up factories in forested areas; 
 
e. lobby the government to get less taxes on the exported wood products. 
 
Opportunities for Canadian industry 
 
As a forest-abundant country, there are opportunities for Canada to export its lumber, 
sawn timber, Spruce, Pine and Fir (SPF), hemlock logs, and wood-frame housing to 
China. 
  
For details contact Sophia Sun. 
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ACO Presented a Gift to Hanban Representing Alberta Public and Separate 
Superintendents 
 
Invited by the Office of Chinese Language Council International (Hanban), an Alberta 
Public and Separate Superintendent Delegation visited China from May 1 to 11, 2009.  
This trip experience went far beyond what the superintendents could ever imagine.  The 
superintendents were impressed by the hospitality of people they met, the schools they 
visited and the variety of Chinese culture.   
 
In appreciation to Hanban, Alberta superintendents have sent, a picture titled, 
“Okotoks”, by a Southern Alberta artist Marla Wilson, to ACO.  ACO framed it and 
added a plaque. In Chinese, the plaque says, “The Distance between the Two 
Countries Does Not Impede the Established Friendship.”  
 
On August 11, Mr. David Wong and Ms. Jenny Luo presented the piece of art to Mr. 
Shao Yipeng, the Division Chief of International Exchange, Hanban.    
 
For more details please contact Jenny Luo. 
 
 

 
In the middle:  Mr. Shao Yipeng, Division Chief of International Exchange, Hanban 
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Alberta Company in China 

Canadian Pacific and its Joint Venture (LPL) in China 

Submitted by Willy T. Wang, China Representative, Canadian Pacific Railway 

Canadian Pacific (CP) is a Class 1 North American railway, providing freight 
transportation services in Canada and in the United States.   

Based in Calgary, Alberta, CP has been connecting Canadian businesses and 
consumers to the world since 1881. CP’s high-density mainline network serves 25,000 
kilometres area, which includes major Canadian ports and cities from Montreal to 
Vancouver, and key centres in the US Midwest and Northeast. Its Vancouver – Chicago 
corridor provides shippers with the most direct route between these two key 
transportation centres, while its Montreal – Chicago corridor is part of the most direct 
route from Europe to the US Midwest. Intermodal business has been a key to CP, and 
CP is a long-term partner with most of the major ocean shipping lines in the world. 

CP serves virtually every major industry, from the resource-based industries of the west, 
to the manufacturing bases and consumer markets in central Canada and the northern 
US. Main commodities include grain, coal, limber and potash, as well as many everyday 
products such as cars, household appliances, food and furniture.  

CP in China 

CP was the first North American commercial railway to enter the China market back in 
May 1997. Ever since then, CP has kept close relationships with the Chinese Ministry of 
Railway (MOR). 

In February 2002, CP, together with the China Railway Container Transport Corp. 
(CRCTC) established a 50/50 equity share Joint Venture Company called “Lanzhou 
Pacific Logistics Corp. Ltd” (LPL) in Gansu Province in Northwest China.  LPL is the first 
Sino-foreign joint venture between the Chinese railway and a North American railway 
providing third party logistics services in China.  LPL’s main business scope includes 
domestic and international  freight transportation, freight forwarding, warehousing and 
packing, container consolidation, stuffing, loading and unloading, door to door services, 
and training. 

More about CP 

Canadian Pacific (listed on both Toronto and New York Stock Exchanges), through the 
ingenuity of its employees located across Canada and in the United States, remains 
committed to being the safest, most fluid railway in North America. The company is the 
key to delivering innovative transportation solutions to our customers and to ensuring 
the safe operation of our trains through more than 900 communities where we operate. 
CP is proud to be the official rail freight services provider for the Vancouver 2010 
Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. 
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China contact info 
 
Willy T. Wang 
Managing Director – China and Chief Representative 
C812B Office Tower, Lufthansa Centre 
50 Liangmaqiao Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100125 China 
Tel: 86-10-6462-2148 Fax: 86-10-6462-2146 
E-mail: cprbjo@eastnet.com.cn Website:  www.cpr.ca 
Upcoming Events: 
 
World Energy Cities Partnership meeting to be held in Calgary 
 
World Energy Cities Partnership (WECP) is a global organization of 15 oil and gas cities 
that will be meeting in Calgary, Canada from October 7 to 10 2009. One of the main 
goals is to facilitate international business development between member regions. This 
will be accomplished by arranging one-on-one business meetings amongst visiting firms 
and Canadian organizations. 
 
Organizations that could benefit from WECP attendance include: oil and gas service 
firms looking to sell into Canada’s energy sector; oil and gas service firms looking to 
partner with Canadian firms to take back expertise to their own regions , and research / 
educational organizations looking to partner with other similar organizations. 
 
Areas of interest include all types of oil and gas services expertise, carbon capture and 
storage, renewable energy technologies, environmental services and technologies, and 
waste management. 
 
In addition to one-on-one meetings, exciting networking opportunities in the form of a 
speed-networking event, lunches and evening receptions have been planned. 
 
Attendance is free of charge; participation is by invitation only. 
 
To find out how your firm can get involved in this exciting international business 
development event, please contact: 
 
Saad Bashir, Business Development Manager - Energy  
Calgary Economic Development 
T 403.221.3569 | C 403.512.1099 
sbashir@calgaryeconomicdevelopment.com 
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China Mining Congress and Expo to be held in Tianjin 
 
China Mining Congress and Expo, one of the world’s top four mining events, is the 
largest mineral exploration and mining trading platform in China. The Expo plays an 
important role in creating more communication and co-operation opportunities for 
domestic and international mining corporations. China Mining 2009 will be held at 
Tianjin Binhai International Convention and Exhibition Center (BICEC) on October 20 to 
22, 2009. 
 
China Mining Congress and Expo consists of three parts – the conference, exhibitions 
and featured events. 
 
During the conference, government officials, industry leaders, and experts from both 
Chinese and foreign mining industries will have an in-depth mining industry discussions. 
The topics will cover mining industry development trends, mining and capital markets, 
domestic and international investment opportunities, mining and sustainable 
development, commodities, geological surveys, technologies and equipment, etc. 
 
The exhibition will include main mining countries’ pavilions, mining and exploration 
companies, investment and financing institutions, evaluation and consulting companies, 
(technical) service providers and equipment suppliers. The China Mining Congress and 
Expo is aimed at boosting the co-operation in fields like exploration, development, 
investment, and equipment and technologies exchange. 
 
Canada has participated at the Expo for the last ten years. As in previous years, 
Canada has its own Pavilion with federal and provincial governments, and many 
companies. 
  
For more information, please visit www.china-mining.org 
 
ACO contact: Sophia Sun      
Edmonton Contact: Joe So 
 
A proposed healthcare mission to East China  
 
The Canadian Consulate in Shanghai is working with the provincial offices (Alberta, 
Quebec, Ontario and B.C.) to organize a healthcare mission to East China 
(Shanghai/Suzhou/Nanjing), October 19 to 22, 2009.  
 
Despite the current economic climate, the Chinese economy is expanding rapidly, and 
the healthcare sector is leading that growth. The world’s most populous nation is at the 
same time aging and becoming more affluent, which translates into a continuous and 
increasing demand for healthcare related products and services. Expenditures on 
private health care and medicines will see double-digit annual growth through 2025. If it 
is not already, China will be one of Alberta’s target markets. 
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Some of the specific opportunities we have thus far identified, though not limited to, are: 
• Co-development of new pharmaceuticals; 
• Institutional partnerships; 
• Specialized training in North America; 
• Contract research services (including for the development of natural health products 
   and Chinese traditional medicines); 
• Low-cost manufacturing and outsourcing. 
 
This mission will provide you with: 
• an overview of China’s current and future healthcare needs; 
• an understanding of the complex regulatory framework; 
• frank discussions with foreign companies already operating in China; 
• a first-hand introduction to some of the region’s premier bio and research parks; 
• personal and tailored meetings with potential partners; and 
• introductions to high-level governmental contacts. 
 
Two important events coincide with the timing of the mission, which will add value to 
your trip to China: the official opening of the Canadian Trade Office in Nanjing, and the 
International Drug Discovery Science and Technology (IDDST) forum takes place in 
Shanghai October 22 to 25. 
For more information, please contact Jessica Jiang. 
 


