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Alberta’s presence in Asia will be even stronger in the New Year when 
Gary Mar, Alberta’s Representative in Asia, takes up his new post in Hong 
Kong. Mar, who previously served as the province’s envoy to Washington, 
was appointed to his new post on October 14, 2011 by the Honourable 
Premier Alison Redford, to lead the province’s strategic growth into Asia. 
 
“I’m looking forward to this exciting new opportunity,” said Mar. “Just as I 
did when I was Alberta’s Representative in Washington, I’m prepared to 
work hard and be an ambassador for the province I love.” 
 
Mar will coordinate the work of Alberta’s six international offices in Asia, to 
ensure an integrated approach to the Government of Alberta’s work. His 
unique background in both the public and private sectors make him 
uniquely qualified for the position. 

 
Mar spent 14 years as a Member of the Legislative Assembly in the Province of Alberta, Canada. During 
his time as an elected official, Gary held several Cabinet portfolios – Community Development; Health 
and Wellness; Education; Environment; and International and Intergovernmental Relations.  Most 
recently, he served as the Official Representative (Minister-Counselor) of the Province of Alberta to the 
United States of America in Washington D.C., from 2007 – 2011. 
 
As the son of Chinese immigrants, Mar will oversee Alberta’s strategic growth of its trade, investment and 
cultural relations into Asia. “As an export-based province, it’s important that we diversify our markets. Our 
province sees enormous potential in the Asian market, particularly in energy products, agriculture and 
forestry products.” 
Companies interested in learning about investment opportunities in Alberta are encouraged to contact the 
Alberta Hong Kong Office at gov.ab@alberta.org.hk 
 

Hong Kong to establish e-Health Record Sharing Platform by 2013-14 
 
In 2008, the Hong Kong SAR Government entered into a reform of its healthcare system to ensure its 
sustainable development, while addressing to the increasing healthcare needs of the community. 

One of the service reform proposals was to develop a patient-oriented eHealth Record (eHR) Sharing 
System, to enhance the quality and efficiency of healthcare.  The proposal received broad support from 
the community.  Target is to set up the eHR sharing platform by 2013-14, for connection with all public 
hospitals, private hospitals and participating private clinics.   
 
A pilot project entitled PPI-ePR (Public-Private Interface – Electronic Patient Record Sharing) was 
initiated since April 2006, allowing participating private healthcare providers and other registered 
institutions to view their patients’ medical records kept at Hospital Authority, subject to the patients’ 
consent.  A dedicated eHR Office was set up to steer and oversee the development of the eHR Sharing 
System.  
 
As at end September 2011, the PPI-ePR pilot has enrolled over 170,000 patients, 2,470 private 
healthcare professionals, 13 private hospitals and 58 other private or non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs).  Services related to healthcare provided by these NGOs include 348 residential care homes or 
centres.  The project received support from both participating patients and health-care providers. 
 
According to the government paper, eHR Sharing System is developed along five key guiding principles : 
 
eHR development should be government-led and should leverage the Hospital Authority (HA)’s systems 
and know-how; 
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• the eHR Sharing System should be based on open, pre-defined and common technical standards and 
operational protocols; 
 
• development of the eHR Sharing System should be based on a building block approach, involving 
partnership with the private sector; 
 
• participation in eHR sharing should be compelling but not compulsory for both patients and healthcare 
providers; and 
 
• data privacy and system security of the eHR Sharing System should be accorded paramount 
importance and given legal protection. 
 
A public consultation to solicit views on the legal, privacy, and security framework for electronic health 
record (eHR) sharing was launched in early December 2011.  The consultation exercise will last for two 
months until February 11, 2012. 
 
Scope of eHR sharable data may include content as family history, social history, as well as care and 
treatment plan.  In its first phase of implementation, only the following components are covered:   
 
1. personal identification and demographic data 
 
2. episodes/encounters with providers (summary) 
 
3. referral between providers 
 
4. adverse reactions/allergies 
 
5. diagnosis, procedures and medication 
 
6. immunization records 
 
7. laboratory and radiology results 
 
8. other investigation results 
 

MNCs Setting Up Data Centres in Hong Kong 
 
Multi National Corporations (MNCs) in the Information Technology sector are building data centres in 
strategic locations in Asia, to cope with the rapid growth of Digitization of Information, Electronic 
Commerce and new applications of Cloud Computing. 

Google Inc. announced in September 2011, that three (3) data centres will be built, respectively in 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Taiwan.  Ground breaking ceremony for its first Asia data centre in Hong 
Kong was held in the first half of December 2011, with a scheduled completion date by early 2013.  The 
2.7-hectare facility costs USD300 million, which is to be located at the Tseung Kwan O Industrial Estate in 
Kowloon, Hong Kong. 
 
Data Centre is a secured facility which houses a large number of server computers with high bandwidth 
connection to the internet, to store and serve a vast amount of data.   
 
Depending on the availability of services, Data Centres are categorized into four tiers, with Tier I having 
the lowest availability (99.671%). Tier II has an availability of 99.75%, Tier III 99.98%.  Tier IV has the 
highest availability (99.995%). 
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Design and operation of high tier Data Centres must comply with the most stringent requirements, taking 
into consideration safety, reliable and adequate power supply, data security, energy efficiency, 
environmental friendliness and service availability. 
 
Hong Kong attaches great importance to the development of Data Centre, as being essential 
infrastructure that supports sustained economic growth and strengthens the Territory’s position as a 
business and financial hub.  Direct economic value of the data centre sector was HKD3.4 billion (USD436 
million) in 2009, involving about 4,800 job opportunities. 
 
A combination of factors made Hong Kong an ideal data-centre location, including reliable energy 
infrastructure, a skilled workforce, a vibrant internet economy, cheap and ubiquitous ultra-fast broadband 
connections, a competitive telecom sector, and a legal system to uphold the free flow of information and 
protect data privacy.   
 
It is reported that data-intensive industries, typically in business services sector such as financial services, 
trading and logistics, IT and telecommunications, content and media, account for some 84% of the total 
demand for data centre space in Hong Kong. 
 
According to a recent study commissioned by Google, Internet economy accounted for 5.9% of Hong 
Kong's GDP in 2009, and would be growing rapidly at 7% a year. 
 
There is a high demand for data centre space in land-starved Hong Kong.  Findings of a study 
commissioned by the Hong Kong Government revealed that total Raised Floor Space (RFS) demand for 
Data Centre in Hong Kong is expected to grow at a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 9.8 
percent from 2.3 million square feet in 2009 to about 4.1 million square feet in 2015.  Total RFS demand 
will continue to grow beyond 2015.  Data Centre Operators said that facilities with 100,000 sq ft RFS 
would require approximately 2 hectares of land. 
 
To increase land supply for developing data centers, the Chief Executive of Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region announced in his 2011-2012 Policy Address that the Government has reserved 
about two hectares of land in Tseng Kwan O for this purpose.  
First site would be available for bidding in 2013 at the earliest. In addition, under the “Industry Building 
Optimization Scheme”, the authority is looking at different measures to revitalize industrial buildings, 
including lease modifications and short term waivers.   
 
Office of the Government Chief Information Officer (OGCIO) in Hong Kong has set up a dedicated 
information portal to disseminate information required by data centre developers and operators.  The data 
centre portal will provide information on potential sites like industrial buildings that could be used as data 
centres, the incentives offered under the Industrial Building Optimization Scheme, telecommunication 
coverage, and regulations applicable to the setting up of data centres. 
 

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Treatment Plant to 
be developed as a Public Works Project in Hong Kong 
 
Demand in Hong Kong for consumer electrical and electronic equipment, such as television, refrigerator, 
washing machine, air conditioner and a wide variety of computer products is thriving, due to economic 
success of the city. Waste arising from these items at the end of their life poses severe environmental 
problem, if the hazardous substances they contain are not treated and managed properly. 

It is estimated that more than 70,000 tonnes of Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) were 
generated in Hong Kong annually.  Waste generation has been on the rise, by 2% annually. 
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Generated 
(‘000 tonnes) 

 
Disposed 
(‘000 tonnes) 

 
Recycled 
(‘000 tonnes) 

 
2007 

 
70.1 

 
11.1 

 
59.0 

 
2008 

 
71.4 

 
12.6 

 
58.8 

 
2009 

 
72.0 

 
7.7 

 
64.3 

  

At present, over 80% of locally generated WEEE is recycled and most of it is sold through second-hand 
dealers, usually to developing countries, for re-use and recovery of valuable materials. Products and 
recyclables involved are mainly television sets, refrigerators, waste plastic and waste metals. Existing 
practice is seen as unsustainable, as neighbouring jurisdictions start implementing mandatory import 
control on WEEE. 

A public consultation in 2010 was conducted by the Hong Kong Government, to solicit the views on the 
WEEE Scheme and complementary legislative measures. The public generally supported the legislation 
of a mandatory Producer Responsibility Scheme (PRS), for the proper management of WEEE.  The 
Administration will prepare the legislative proposals for the mandatory PRS in 2012, and continuous 
enforcement of the legislation upon enactment. 

Hand in hand with the mandatory PRS legislation is the development of a waste management and 
treatment system, to provide adequate, competent collection and treatment services locally. The Hong 
Kong Government plans to acquire through open tender a competent WEEE Management Contractor, to 
develop a local WEEE treatment plant, through a “Design, Build and Operate” (DBO) contractual 
arrangement, at a reserved site of about three hectares at the EcoPark in Tuen Mun. Capital cost of the 
WEEE treatment facility is earmarked as HKD400 million (USD51.3 million), to handle a minimum of 
30,000 tonnes of waste per year. 

Proper treatment and recycling of WEEE involves various dismantling, detoxification and recovery 
processes.  Upon completion of these processes, materials such as plastic, glass, iron, aluminium, 
copper, etc. would be recovered for sale, reuse or further processing.   With the treatment facility in place, 
bulk of WEEE being disposed of at landfills could be avoided. 
 

Further Liberalization Measures announced in the Eighth Supplement to 
CEPA 
 
CEPA refers to Closer Economic Partnership Agreement between Hong Kong and the mainland of China, 
which is the free trade agreement between the two sides on liberalization of trade and services, as well as 
trade and investment facilitation. The agreement adopts a building block approach which allows further 
liberalization measures to be introduced continually.  

Since its inception in June 2003, the two sides signed seven Supplements to CEPA annually from 2004 
through 2010 for its expansion. The eighth Supplement was signed in December 2011. 

Under Supplement VIII to CEPA, the market access conditions will be further relaxed in 13 existing 
sectors, namely, legal; construction; technical testing, analysis and product testing; placement and supply 
services of personnel; distribution; insurance; banking; securities; hospital; tourism; road transport; 
qualification examinations for professionals and technicians; and individually owned stores. 

Liberalization measures will also be introduced in three new sectors, namely, inter-disciplinary research 
and experimental development services; services incidental to manufacturing; and library, museum and 
other cultural services.  
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Inclusive of measures in Supplement VIII to CEPA, the two sides have so far announced 301 
liberalization measures, under 47 service sectors.  

According to Hong Kong Trade and Industry Department, Supplement VIII to CEPA consists of the 
following key measures:  

 

A. Legal —To further develop closer cooperation between the legal professions of the Mainland and 
Hong Kong, and to explore ways of improving the mode of association of law firms of the two places; 
and to consider broadening the scope of businesses of Hong Kong residents who have acquired 
Mainland legal professional qualification and hold a Mainland lawyer’s practice certificate in acting as 
agents in civil litigation cases in the Mainland relating to Hong Kong residents and juridical persons. 

  
B. Construction — To allow Hong Kong professionals who have obtained Mainland’s construction 

professional qualifications through mutual recognition, to register and practise in Guangdong and 
enjoy the same treatment as Mainland professionals having the same professional qualifications.   

  
To recognize Hong Kong professionals who have obtained Mainland’s class 1 registered architect 
qualification or Mainland’s class 1 registered structural engineer qualification through mutual 
recognition as registered practitioners for the purpose of declaration of engineering design enterprise 
qualifications within Guangdong, in accordance with the relevant Mainland regulations. 

  
C. Hospital — In addition to Shanghai Municipality, Chongqing Municipality, Guangdong Province, 

Fujian Province and Hainan Province, to allow Hong Kong service suppliers to set up wholly-owned 
hospitals in all municipalities directly under the Central Government and provincial capitals in the 
Mainland. 

D. Banking — To allow any Mainland-incorporated banking institution established by a Hong Kong 
bank to engage in the sale and distribution of mutual funds. 

E. Securities — To continue to support qualified Mainland financial institutions engaged in securities 
activities to set up subsidiaries in Hong Kong and to operate businesses in accordance with law; and 
to deepen cooperation between the Mainland and Hong Kong in financial services and products 
development, and to allow investments in the Mainland securities market by means of the RMB 
Qualified Foreign Institutional Investor scheme. 

F.   Insurance — To allow Hong Kong insurance brokerage companies to set up wholly-owned 
insurance agency companies in Guangdong Province (including Shenzhen) on a pilot basis. The 
place of operation should be in Guangdong Province (including Shenzhen), and the applicant must 
fulfil the criteria:  

  
1. the applicant should have been operating insurance brokerage businesses in Hong Kong for 

over 10 years;  

2. the applicant’s average annual business revenue for the past 3 years before application should 
not be less than HK$500,000 (USD64,100) and the total assets as at the end of the year before 
application should not be less than HK$500,000;  

3. within 3 years before application, there has been no serious misconduct and record of 
disciplinary action; and  

4. the applicant should have set up a representative office in the Mainland for over one year. 

  
G. Tourism — To optimize the current “144-hour facilitation visa” policy in Guangdong Province 

through relaxing the requirement to pre-register the outbound control point, and reviewing the 
requirement regarding tour size at an appropriate juncture. 
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H. Technical testing, analysis, and product testing — To expand the scope of product testing that 
can be undertaken by testing organizations in Hong Kong for the China Compulsory Certification 
(CCC) System to all existing products processed in Hong Kong that require CCC. These testing 
organizations have to be accredited by the accreditation body of HKSARG (i.e. the Hong Kong 
Accreditation Service) to be capable of performing testing for the relevant products under the CCC 
System.  

I. Distribution — To allow the same Hong Kong service supplier which opens more than 30 stores 
accumulatively in the Mainland and sells different types and brands of commodities (including staple 
food) coming from multiple suppliers to operate in Guangdong on a wholly-owned basis, as a pilot 
measure. 

J. Individually Owned Stores — To expand the scope of services of individually owned stores set up 
by Hong Kong permanent residents with Chinese citizenship in the Mainland; and to relax the 
restrictions of individually owned stores set up by Hong Kong permanent residents with Chinese 
citizenship in the Mainland, The number of persons engaged in the operation is relaxed from no 
more than eight persons to ten persons, and the business area for certain types of services is 
relaxed from not exceeding 300 square meters to 500 square meters. 

Other provisions in the 8th Supplement to CEPA include co-operation in Finance, Tourism, as well as in 
Trade and Investment Facilitation. Hong Kong will not impose any new discriminatory measures on the 
Mainland’s services and service suppliers in the service sectors covered by CEPA. 


