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July 1994 C&R/IL/94-5

Conservation and Reclamation 
INFORMATION LETTER 

Environmental Protection Guidelines for Pipelines

PIPELINES 
For environmental protection purposes, 
pipelines in the province are categorized 
as Class I or Class II lines.  Class I pipe-
lines require a Conservation and Recla-
mation Approval prior to any surface 
disturbance.  Class I lines are those lines 
with an "index" of 2690 or greater.  The 
index is calculated by multiplying the 
outside diameter (mm) of the pipe by the 
length of the line (km).  When more than 
one line will be in the trench, the index is 
based on the largest pipe only.  Portions 
of the system that are to be ploughed into 
the ground are not used in the calculation 
of the index. 

Class I pipelines are directed by the 
terms and conditions of the approval, as 
well as the Environment Guidelines.  
They are subject to environmental pro-
tection orders and must also meet the 
criteria for reclamation certification. 

Class II pipelines do not require a Con-
servation and Reclamation Approval.  
The Activities Designation Regulation 
lists the following pipelines as not re-
quiring an approval: 

• a pipeline or part of a pipeline lo-
cated in a city, town, new town, vil-
lage or summer village; 

• a pipeline or part of a pipeline lo-
cated in a plant site at which an ac-
tivity that requires an approval un-
der this regulation is carried on; 

• a pipeline with a length in kilome-
tres times diameter in millimetres 
resulting in an index number of less 
than 2690; 

• a pipeline regulated pursuant to the 
National Energy Board Act (Can-
ada); 

• a pipeline that is a rural gas utility as 
defined in the Rural Gas Act; 

• a pipeline that is part of a water-
works system or a wastewater sys-
tem that has a length in kilometres 
times diameter in millimetres result-
ing in an index number of less than 
2690; 

• a pipeline or telecommunication line 
that is ploughed in; 

• a pipeline that is used solely for the 
purposes of an agricultural operation 
and is located wholly on land that is 
used for the purposes of an agricul-
tural operation. 

The proponent is responsible for de-
termining if the activity requires a 
Conservation and Reclamation Ap-
proval. 

Class II pipelines are expected to adhere 
to the Environmental Protection Guide-
lines.  The guidelines provide the neces-
sary direction to achieve conservation 
and reclamation.  Class II pipelines are 
subject to environmental protection or-
ders and must meet the criteria for rec-
lamation certification.  Adherence to the 
guidelines is monitored by Conservation 
and Reclamation Inspectors.  Proponents 
will find it useful to contact the Conser-
vation and Reclamation Inspectors to 
discuss their pipeline project and the 
Environmental Protection Guidelines 
early in the planning process.   

All pipelines on public lands require a 
surface disposition (Pipeline Agreement 
or Easement) from the Land Administra-
tion Division of Alberta Environment.  
For Class I pipelines, environmental 
protection terms and conditions are 
placed on the Conservation and 

Reclamation Approval.  Site specific 
operating conditions not addressed in the 
Conservation and Reclamation Approval 
may be attached to the surface disposi-
tion.  For Class II pipelines not requiring 
a Conservation and Reclamation Ap-
proval, site operating conditions may be 
attached to the surface disposition to 
supplement the Environmental Protec-
tion Guidelines.  

Pipelines that cross a watercourse or 
waterbody with a defined bed and bank 
require a permit under the Water Re-
sources Act.  For Class II pipelines, 
permit applications are forwarded di-
rectly to the appropriate Regional Water 
Resources Administrator.  For Class I 
pipelines, the permit application can be 
part of the Conservation and Reclama-
tion Application. 

OVERVIEW OF THE 
GUIDELINES 

The Environmental Protection Guide-
lines apply to the construction, opera-
tion, maintenance, and reclamation of 
pipelines in Alberta.  Following the 
guidelines will help ensure successful 
conservation, reclamation and certifica-
tion.  They apply to all disturbance asso-
ciated with the pipeline, including infra-
structure (roads, compressor sites, pump 
stations, work camp sites, etc.).  The 
Environmental Protection Guidelines 
apply to both Class I and Class II lines.  
The guidelines are of particular rele-
vance to Class II pipelines which do not 
go through a formal review and approval 
process related to conservation and rec-
lamation.  Conservation and Reclama-
tion Inspectors will expect to see the 
guidelines being followed in the field.  
The inspectors or operator may request 
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modifications in the procedures in order 
to deal with site-specific conditions.   

Conditions in a Conservation and Rec-
lamation Approval or a surface disposi-
tion from Alberta Environment will take 
precedence over these guidelines. 

The guidelines promote and encourage: 

• The return of a disturbed site to a 
land capability equivalent to the pre-
isturbance land capability. 

• Acceptance of pre-development soil, 
landscape and vegetation conditions 
as the standard for post-
development conditions. 

• Identification of potential environ-
mental concerns through pre-
construction site assessments and 
pre-planning. 

• Protection of the environmental 
characteristics of the project site to 
minimize post-construction remedial 
requirements. 

• Awareness of the value of soil, the 
sensitivity of soil to disturbance, and 
the difficulty of reclaiming degraded 
soils. 

• Awareness of the importance of 
protecting native vegetation through 
minimizing disturbance and rapid 
reestablishing vegetation that is 
compatible with the adjacent land. 

• Monitoring and on-site supervision 
by personnel responsible for envi-
ronmental quality control of all ac-
tivities to ensure a complete record 
of conservation, degradation, miti-
gation and reclamation events. 

• Site assessments following reclama-
tion which provide a complete 
evaluation of soil, landscape and 
vegetation conditions and compari-
son to pre-evelopment conditions, 
prior to application for a reclamation 
certificate. 

• Monitoring during the operating life 
of the facility to ensure that integrity 
of the environment on and adjacent 
to the site is maintained. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  
PROTECTION GUIDELINES 

The following sections outline Environ-
mental Protection Guidelines for pipeline 

project planning, construction, and rec-
lamation, operations and maintenance, 
and hydrostatic testing.  Further informa-
tion can be obtained from regional Con-
servation and Reclamation Inspectors.  A 
list of offices where inspectors can be 
reached is provided in Attachments 1 
(non-public land), 2 (public land in the 
Green Area), and 3 (public land in the 
White Area). 

1. 1.  Project Planning 
The objective of planning a pipeline pro-
ject is to establish a continuous right-of-
way which is economic, minimizes envi-
ronmental impacts and offers a secure 
right-of-way.  A secure right-of-way 
ensures the integrity and safety of the 
buried pipeline during construction, op-
eration and final abandonment.  This 
planning process should identify and 
evaluate environmental constraints 
(physical, biological and cultural), engi-
neering and operations options, and eco-
nomic considerations. 

Advance planning and early discussions 
with appropriate regulatory authorities 
and landowners will lead to a smooth 
process with few surprises.  Planning 
should minimize the overall develop-
ment impact and promote the return of 
equivalent land capability.  Plans should 
be flexible to allow for unforseen events 
(e.g., adverse weather). 

1.1  Communication 
Objective:  To ensure that all affected 
parties understand what is planned and 
what is happening on the pipeline and 
have the opportunity for input into con-
servation and reclamation planning. 

Considerations: 

• Establish early and ongoing discus-
sions with landowners, occupants, 
regulatory authorities, Conservation 
and Reclamation Inspectors, and 
other affected parties to identify and 
address potential problems before 
construction begins.  Address all 
stages of the project (construction, 
operation, abandonment, reclama-
tion). 

• Educate on-site construction and 
operation personnel about environ-
mental concerns, mitigative meas- 

ures to be implemented, and the En-
vironmental Protection Guidelines. 

1.2  Route Selection 
Objective:  To locate a route that con-
siders engineering, economic, and envi-
ronmental constraints (physical, biologi-
cal, and cultural) and minimizes distur-
bance and adverse environmental effects. 

Considerations: 

• Avoid environmentally sensitive 
areas such as: sensitive soils (e.g., 
erodible soils, saline or sodic soils); 
unstable slopes; waterbodies and 
wetlands; streams; areas likely to 
have rare plant or animal species; 
areas of importance to wildlife such 
as breeding grounds, nesting areas 
or winter range; and areas desig-
nated as having regional, provincial 
or national importance. 

• Where avoidance is impractical, 
develop site specific measures to 
mitigate environmental impacts. 

• Minimize right-of-way width by 
considering the number of pipelines 
and their diameters, working space 
requirements (e.g., road crossings, 
stream crossings), slash disposal, 
soil salvage, and time of year for 
construction 

• Limit the line of sight along the 
right-of-way in forested areas of 
high aesthetic or wildlife value. 

1.3  Documentation 
Objective:  To ensure that the docu-
ments associated with the pipeline are in 
place, understood, and accessible. 

Considerations: 

• Obtain the appropriate approvals 
and ensure that all approval condi-
tions are clearly understood by 
company employees and contrac-
tors.  

• Identify on appropriately scaled 
drawings of the pipeline alignment, 
public and private land, environ-
mentally sensitive areas and other 
relevant information.  Ensure that 
the drawings are readily accessible 
for reference. 

• Develop, maintain, and document 
emergency contingency plans for 
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immediate implementation when re-
quired. 

1.4  Scheduling and Timing 
Objective:  To schedule activities to 
avoid adverse environmental affects and 
interference with landowners' activities.  
Scheduling of a project should take into 
consideration all those components 
(physical, biological, and cultural) that 
could be impacted by the project so that 
the environmental impacts are mini-
mized. 

Considerations: 

• Avoid weather conditions that are 
not suitable for soil material han-
dling. 

• Time revegetation efforts to take 
advantage of favourable moisture 
and temperature conditions. 

• Contact Alberta Fish and Wildlife 
regarding timing constraints for fish 
and wildlife resources. 

• Consult with private and public 
landowners (including lessees of 
public land such as grazing patrons) 
regarding restrictions on timing of 
operations, and accommodate their 
concerns as much as possible. 

2.  Construction And  
     Reclamation 
Construction activities should be de-
signed and carried out in a manner that 
minimizes environmental effects, includ-
ing visual impacts, on and adjacent to the 
right-of-way.  It must be recognized that 
for successful reclamation, disturbance 
should be minimized.  The reconstructed 
right-of-way should conform to, or blend 
into, the surrounding land unless other-
wise approved by the regulatory authori-
ties and the landowner. 

2.1  General 
• Prior to construction ensure that all 

approvals or permits have been re-
ceived and the conditions specified 
in those approvals or permits are 
understood by company personnel 
and all contractors.  Ensure that 
landowner requirements are clearly 
understood. 

• Plan and control all construction and 
operation activities to prevent and 

minimize environmental impacts to 
soil, vegetation, water, fish and 
wildlife resources, and archaeologi-
cal or historical sites.  If archaeo-
logical or historical sites are identi-
fied during construction, suspend 
activity at the location until permis-
sion to proceed is granted by the Ar-
chaeological Survey of Alberta. 

• Confine construction activities to 
the right-of-way, designated access 
roads (shoo-flies) and ancillary sites.  
If additional working space is re-
quired during construction, obtain 
prior written approval from the 
landowner and appropriate regula-
tory authorities. 

• De-water the pipeline or pipeline 
trench in a manner which prevents 
soil erosion and damage to the beds 
and shores of waterbodies.  Check 
with Water Resources Administra-
tion Division of Alberta Environ-
ment to determine if authorizations 
are required to withdraw or dispose 
of water for hydrostatic testing of a 
pipeline.  For further information re-
fer to the Environmental and Regu-
latory Requirements and Guidelines 
for Hydrostatic Testing of Pipelines 
in Canada (Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers, 1993). 

2.2  Clearing   
Objective:  To create a right-of-way 
while minimizing erosion potential, dis-
turbance of adjacent forest cover, and 
loss of merchantable timber. 

Considerations: 

• Restrict tree and shrub clearing to 
only those portions of the right-of-
way required for the trench, working 
side and spoil storage. 

• On slopes, selectively clear only 
what will be directly in the way of 
trenching and working. 

• Clear steep, erodible slopes by hand 
if possible. 

• Maintain shrubs and vegetation on 
stream banks where grading or 
ditching is not required. 

• Minimize soil loss during clearing 
by using appropriate equipment, 
procedures, and scheduling. 

• Avoid falling timber into standing 
timber or streams. 

• Consult the Alberta Timber Man-
agement Regulations, administered 
by Land and Forest Services (Al-
berta Environment) for specific re-
quirements for timber salvage on 
public lands. 

2.3  Topsoil Salvage 
Objective:  To conserve topsoil for fu-
ture replacement and reclamation.  To 
minimize the degradation of topsoil 
through compaction, rutting, loss of or-
ganic matter, or soil mixing so that suc-
cessful reclamation of the right-of-way 
can occur. 

Considerations: 

• It is highly recommended that the 
operator conduct a soil inventory to 
guide soil salvage and to provide 
documentation for future reclama-
tion certification. 

• Selectively salvage and store topsoil 
for future replacement, unless oth-
erwise approved by the Conserva-
tion and Reclamation Inspector.  
Make every effort to maximize top-
soil salvage.  On forested land, the 
top 15 cm of mineral soil and sur-
face organic material is to be sal-
vaged unless otherwise approved. 

• Prevent excessive soil handling and 
overstripping. 

• Discuss in advance and agree upon 
soil handling procedures with the 
Conservation and Reclamation In-
spectors and the land owners.  

• Protect stored soil materials to pre-
vent loss or degradation. 

• Store soil materials a minimum of 
3.0 m from banks, slumps, cuts, pits, 
waterbodies, and contaminant 
sources. 

• Separate grade or spoil materials 
from stored topsoil and subsoil by at 
least 1.0 m. 

• In forested areas, maintain a mini-
mum 1.0 m separation between soil 
piles and standing forest cover. 

• Do not store graded materials in 
watercourses and do not block 
drainage. 
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2.4   Grading 
Objective:  To develop a right-of-way 
that allows the passage of equipment and 
meets the bending limitations of the 
pipe.  In doing so it is important to re-
member that improper grading has the 
potential to result in increased erosion, 
slope instability and sedimentation.  
These in turn can impact the success of 
reclamation. 

Considerations: 

• Prepare material handling plans well 
in advance of construction to pre-
vent excessive soil handling. 

• Minimize grade changes requiring 
excessive cuts and fills. 

• Minimize disturbance of natural 
drainage channels during grading.  
Avoid blocking channels with 
graded material. 

2.5  Trenching 
Objective:  To provide a sufficiently 
wide and deep trench for the pipeline 
recognizing that the trench width and 
depth is determined principally by pipe 
diameter, separation between multiple 
lines, tie-ins or crossings, soil type and 
type of trenching equipment used. 

Considerations: 

• Keep the trench width to a minimum 
thereby reducing the amount of dis-
turbance. 

• Where problem soils (e.g., salts, 
gravels) are encountered in the field, 
you are encouraged to follow the 
guidelines contained in the docu-
ment Soil Handling Procedures for 
Problem Soils During Pipeline 
Construction, Revised Interim 
Guidelines (Alberta Pipeline Envi-
ronmental Steering Committee, 
Report # APESC 9.1, Revised July, 
1992) 

2.6  Lowering In and  
       Backfilling 
Objective:  To ensure that pipeline in-
tegrity is maintained.  To ensure that 
subsoil and topsoil are replaced with 
minimal mixing or loss of topsoil. 

Considerations: 

• Do not use topsoil for padding the 
pipe. 

• Confine backfill activities to the 
right-of-way. 

• Compact the backfilled spoil, where 
feasible. 

• Roach the trench sufficiently to 
compensate for settlement, without 
changing natural drainage patterns. 

• Allow time for subsoil settlement if 
the trench was excavated during fro-
zen conditions. 

2.7  Water Crossings 
Objective:  To select a crossing tech-
nique based on environmental protec-
tion, as well as technical and economic 
considerations.  To install the crossing as 
quickly as possible and to minimize en-
vironmental impacts during installation. 

Pipeline operators should refer to the 
specific conditions in the Water Re-
sources Permit (Alberta Environment, 
Water Resources Administration Divi-
sion) and the Navigable Water Protec-
tion Act Permit (Canadian Coast Guard, 
for navigable waters only). 

Considerations: 

• Consult the document Watercourse 
Crossing Guidelines for Pipeline 
Systems (Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers, 1993). 

• In selecting a water crossing tech-
nique, for both the pipeline and ve-
hicle crossings, consider the follow-
ing factors: pipeline diameter; wa-
tercourse crossing width, depth and 
flow; environmental sensitivity; 
geotechnical concerns; engineering 
constraints; substrate composition; 
availability of working space; navi-
gation; regulatory constraints (e.g., 
timing constraints); construction 
schedule; and costs. 

• In determining the type of vehicle 
crossing, also consider the following 
factors: equipment availability; 
proximity of vehicle crossing alter-
natives; frequency and duration of 
use; and weight and width of 
equipment. 
 

• In selecting the crossing techniques, 
use the above considerations to de-

rive the most practical crossing 
technique.  The preferred technique 
is usually the technique that pro-
vides the required environmental 
protection for the lowest cost. 

• Obtain the approval of Fish and 
Wildlife Services and the Water Re-
sources Administration Division 
prior to any construction. 

• Implement the following measures, 
when applicable, during construc-
tion of the crossing: 

 Schedule construction to occur 
during periods of lowest sensi-
tivity. 

 Abide by timing construction 
windows. 

 Prepare contingency plans for 
fuel and hazardous waste spills, 
stream bank erosion, storm run-
off, and river floods. 

 Change oil, refuel and lubricate 
mobile construction equipment 
a minimum of 100 m from wa-
terbodies or watercourses to 
minimize the potential for water 
pollution.  Collect spent oils, 
lubricants and filters, etc. and 
dispose at an approved location 
and in an appropriate manner. 

 Store fuel containers within 
containment berms constructed 
to a capacity of 110% of the 
fuel stored. 

 Do not store hazardous materi-
als, chemicals, fuels, or lubri-
cating oils, nor perform con-
crete coating activities, within 
100 m of stream banks.  Suita-
bly berm all such storage areas. 

 Minimize equipment activity 
within the wetted perimeter of 
any stream.  Ensure that hy-
draulic, fuel and lubrication 
systems are in good repair to 
avoid leakage. 

 Remove any aquatic plants up-
rooted or cut during excavation 
and dispose of them on land in 
an approved disposal site.  Do 
not deposit these plants in an-
other body of water. 

 Check for and remove aquatic 
or riparian noxious weeds 
which construction equipment 
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could carry forward from an in-
fested to a clean area. 

 Locate sources of clean gravel, 
cobble and rip rap prior to con-
struction and place them on site 
for stabilization and restoration. 

 Ensure sufficient extra working 
space is taken on the approach 
slopes and at the watercourse 
crossing.  Clearly mark the 
boundaries of the working 
space. 

 Limit the size of the staging 
area to the minimum needed to 
construct the stream crossing. 

 Identify the location and ap-
proximate burial depths of ex-
isting lines, especially hot lines. 

 Retain timber for rip rap, logfill 
crossings, temporary bridges, 
and corduroy as  required.  
Only use timber approved by a 
Forestry Officer or the land-
owner.  Place the material 
where it will not hinder cross-
ing construction. 

 Dispose of all non-
merchantable timber and slash 
not used for corduroy or roll-
back to the satisfaction of the 
landowner and the regulatory 
authorities.  Methods of dis-
posal include burning, chipping 
and mulching, or bucking and 
stockpiling (firewood).  Combi-
nations of methods may be nec-
essary depending on the site 
and regulatory conditions. 

 Avoid the use of explosives 
during periods of high biologi-
cal sensitivity, such as spawn-
ing periods or overwintering ar-
eas, when numbers of fish are 
concentrated in relatively small 
areas. 

2.8  Clean-up 
Objective:  To prepare the right-of-way, 
and other disturbed areas, for reclama-
tion. 

Considerations: 

• Start final cleanup as soon as possi-
ble after backfilling the trench. 

• For pipeline construction in late fall 
or winter, delay final cleanup until 

spring when soils are dry and 
thawed enough to allow travel (ex-
cept muskeg areas). 

• Recontour the right-of-way to 
minimize erosion and subsidence. 

• Replace topsoil only after contour-
ing is complete and subsidence is no 
longer a concern. 

• Restore surface and subsurface 
drainage to conform to the adjacent 
drainage system. 

• Install erosion control structures 
such as diversion berms and cross 
ditches on steep slopes. 

• Remove and dispose of slash used 
as corduroy unless otherwise re-
quested by the landowner. 

• Remove and properly dispose of 
rocks, construction garbage and de-
bris. 

• Remove crossing structures prior to 
freeze-up (for summer construction) 
and prior to break-up (for winter 
construction).  Remove structures by 
physical means.  Crossing structures 
may be left in place for final touch 
up only if they are designed to han-
dle spring break-up and no other ac-
cess is possible. 

• Start clean-up of construction at 
watercourses immediately following 
backfill and erosion control opera-
tions.  Complete all phases of clean-
up as quickly as possible.  Where 
winter clean-up is hampered by fro-
zen spoil and topsoil piles, complete 
rough clean-up prior to break-up.  
Complete final clean-up after break-
up. 

2.9  Reclamation 
This section refers to the reclamation of 
the site after construction and clean-up.  
When clean-up is complete, reclamation 
should start. 

Objective:  To return the areas disturbed 
by pipeline construction to a land capa-
bility equivalent to the pre-construction 
state through replacement and prepara-
tion of soil materials and the establish-
ment of a protective vegetative cover. 

2.9.1  Spills and Contaminants 
Objective:  To ensure levels of contami-
nants on the disturbed areas do not form 
a hazard to human or animal health, do 
not detrimentally affect water quality 
and do not affect germination, growth, 
survival or management of the vegeta-
tion used for site reclamation. 

Considerations: 

• Take all measures to prevent spills. 

• Document and report all spills to the 
appropriate authorities. 

• Contain any spills and clean up all 
spills as soon as possible. 

• Undertake remediation at the spill 
location unless otherwise authorized 
to remove materials and treat them 
elsewhere. 

• Remediate chemical contamination 
to meet the requirements of Alberta 
Environment, and where applicable, 
the Energy Resources Conservation 
Board. 

• Resample soils following remedia-
tion to confirm that remediation 
goals have been met. 

2.9.2  Soil Replacement 
Objective:  To replace salvaged soil 
material so that soil depth and quality is 
equivalent to the original or representa-
tive undisturbed land. 

Considerations: 

• Alleviate subsoil compaction, before 
topsoil replacement, to help estab-
lish suitable subsoil conditions and 
rooting depth. 

• Replace topsoil only after contour-
ing is complete and subsidence is no 
longer a concern. 

• Replace salvaged topsoil evenly 
across the right-of-way. 

• In cultivated lands, cultivate the 
entire right-of-way to a depth ade-
quate to alleviate compaction and in 
a manner acceptable to the land-
owner. 

• Consult with the landowner prior to 
working the replaced topsoil and 
seeding. 

• Apply soil amendments when 
needed to return soil capability. 
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2.9.3  Revegetation 
Objective:  To ensure the establishment 
and growth of species compatible with 
the intended land capability and end land 
use.  The vegetation should be self-
sustaining in uncultivated areas or sus-
tainable under normal management prac-
tices in cultivated areas. 

Considerations: 

• Discuss species selection and meth-
ods and rates of seeding and fertiliz-
ing with the landowner or public 
land manager. 

• Where required, use native species 
or mixes that will allow the estab-
lishment of native species.  Consult 
the document Petroleum Activity on 
Native Prairie:  Guideline for Sur-
face Disturbance (Energy Re-
sources Conservation Board In-
formational Letter IL 92-12). 

• Minimize the introduction of unde-
sirable species and eliminate those 
that are inconsistent with the adja-
cent land. 

3.  Operations And 
     Maintenance 
Pipeline operators should remember that 
operations and maintenance programs 
such as vegetation control, pipeline 
maintenance surveys, hydrostatic testing 
or other programs can have an impact on 
the final reclamation of the right-of-way 
upon abandonment. 

Objective:  To ensure that the integrity 
and reclamation of the right-of-way is 
maintained from the time of construction 
to final abandonment. 

Considerations: 

• Monitor the pipeline right-of-way 
and all stream crossings for erosion, 
encroachment or other potential 
problems that could affect the integ-
rity of the pipeline. 

• Identify and immediately reclaim 
areas with erosion problems. 

• Deal with pipeline leaks and spills 
with the appropriate regulatory au-
thorities. 

• Regrade trench depressions and ex-
cessive roaches which may interfere 
with natural drainage, vegetation es-
tablishment or land use. 

• Reseed areas which have not suc-
cessfully revegetated. 

• Implement weed control measures 
in conjunction with the landowner 
or the Conservation and Reclama-
tion Inspectors.  Where applicable, 
allow natural encroachment of 
shrubs by minimizing vegetation 
control practices. 

• Maintain contact with the landowner 
or occupant throughout the operat-
ing life of the pipeline with respect 
to environmental affects and inter-
ference with landowner activities. 

4.  Hydrostatic Testing 
Objective:  To discharge test fluids used 
in hydrostatic testing in a manner that 
prevents contamination of surface water, 
as well as to prevent flooding or erosion 
problems. 

Considerations: 

• When testing old, in service pipe-
lines, obtain an approval for fluid 
discharges from Standards and Ap-
provals Division (Alberta Environ-
ment). 

• For new lines, obtain an approval 
for fluid discharges when necessary 
(i.e., when there is a potential for the 
discharge of contaminated water).  

• Discharge only clear, uncontami-
nated water to surface waters. 

• Discharge in a manner that prevents 
or minimizes flooding and erosion. 

• Refer to the manual entitled Envi-
ronmental Regulatory Require-
ments and Guidelines for Hydro-
static Testing of Pipelines in Can-
ada (Canadian Association of Pe-
troleum Producers, 1993) 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Copies of the Guide for Pipelines Pur-
suant to the Environmental Protection 
and Enhancement Act and Regulations 
are available from: 

Industrial Program Development Branch, 
Environmental Sciences Division, 
Alberta Environment, 
9820- 106 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K 2J6 

Phone (780) 427-5883. 
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APPENDIX 1:  OFFICES FOR 
NON-PUBLIC LAND 

NORTHWEST BOREAL  

Fairview Office 

Box 519 
Main Floor, Provincial Building 
Fairview, AB   T0H 1L0 

Phone:  (780) 835-7139 

Fax:  (780) 835-2773 

 

Grande Prairie Office 

Main Floor, Room 1701 
10320 - 99 Street 
Grande Prairie, AB   T8V 6J4 

Phone:  (780) 538-5459 

Fax:  (780) 538-5336 

 

NORTHEAST BOREAL  

St. Paul Office 

3rd Floor 
5025 - 49 Avenue 
St. Paul, AB   T0A 3A4 

Phone:  (780) 645-6394 

Fax:  (780) 645-6218 

 

Edmonton Office 

6th Floor Oxbridge Place 
9820 – 106 Street 
Edmonton, AB  T5K 2J6 

Phone:   (780) 427-7617  

Fax:  (780) 427-7824 

 
NORTHERN EAST SLOPES 

Stony Plain Office 

Main Floor 
4709 - 44th Avenue 
Stony Plain, AB   T7Z 1N4  

Phone:  (780) 963-5351 

Fax:  (780) 963-4651 

 

 

 

 

PARKLAND 

Camrose Office 

Room 210 
4867 - 50th Street 
Camrose, AB   T4V 1P6 

Phone:  (780) 679-1274 
Fax:  (780) 679-1744 

 

Red Deer Office 

3rd Floor, Provincial Building 
4920 - 51 Street 
Red Deer, AB   T4N 6K8  

Phone:  (403) 340-7052 
Fax:  (403) 340-5022 

 

Wainwright Office 

Provincial Building 
Suite 28, 810 - 14th Avenue 
Wainwright, AB   T9W 1R2 

Phone:  (780) 842-7535 
Fax:  (780) 842-7530 

 

BOW  

Calgary Office 

2nd Floor Deerfoot Square 
2938 - 11 Street N.E. 
Calgary, AB   T2E 7L7 

Phone:  (403) 297-8295 
Fax:  (403) 297-5944 

 

Hanna Office 

Box 1088 
2 Floor, New Provincial Building 
Hanna, AB   T0J 1P0 

Phone:  (403) 854-5579 
Fax:  (403) 854-5651 

 

PRAIRIE 

Lethbridge Office 

Provincial Building 
200 - 5th Avenue S. 
Lethbridge, AB   T1J 4C7 

Phone:  (403) 381-5156  
Fax:  (403) 382-4428 

APPENDIX 2:  OFFICES FOR 
PUBLIC LAND IN THE 

GREEN AREA 
(Alberta Environment, Land & Forest 
Service) 

Southern East Slopes 

Regional Headquarters 
Rocky Mountain House 
Box 1720 
Rocky Mountain House AB  T0M 1T0 

Phone:  (403) 845-8250 
Fax:  (403) 845-2645 

 

Bow District 

Calgary Office 
8660 Bearspaw Dam Road NW 
Box 70028 Bowness Postal Outlet 
Calgary AB  T3B 5K3 

Phone:  (403) 297-8800 
Fax:  (403) 297-8865 

 

Brazeau District 

Lodgepole Office 
Box 126 
Lodgepole AB  T0E 1K0 

Phone:  (780) 894-3642 
Fax:  (780) 894-3548 

 

Clearwater District 

Rocky Mountain House Office 
Box 1720 
Rocky Mountain House AB  T0M 1T0 

Phone:  (403) 845-8272 
Fax:  (403) 845-2750 

 

Crownest District 

Blairmore Office 
Box 540 
Blairmore AB  T0K 0E0 

Phone:  (403) 562-3210 
Fax:  (403) 562-7143 
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NORTHERN EAST SLOPES 

Regional Headquarters 
Whitecourt 
5012 - 42 Street 
Whitecourt AB  T7S 1M8 

Phone:  (780) 778-7165 

Fax:  (780) 778-7160 

 

Foothills District 

Hinton Office 
227 Kelly Road 
Hinton AB  T7V 1H2 

Phone:  (780) 865-2400 

Fax:  (780) 865-4313 

 

Woodlands District 

Whitecourt Office 
4004 - 47 Street 
Whitecourt AB  T7S 1P4 

Phone:  (780) 778-7153 

Fax:  (780) 778-5538 

 

Yellowhead District 

Edson Office 
203, 111 -  54 Street 
Edson AB  T7E 1T2 

Phone:  (780) 723-8265 

Fax:  (780) 723-7963 

 

NORTHEAST BOREAL 

Regional Headquarters 
Lac La Biche 
Box 450 
Lac La Biche AB  T0A 2C0 

Phone:  (780) 623-5240 

Fax:  (780) 623-4584 

 

Athabasca District 

Athabasca Office 
Provincial Building 
Box 2126 
Athabasca AB  T0G 0B0 

Phone:  (780) 675-8168 

Fax:  (780) 675-8165 

 

Lakeland District 

Beaver Lake Office 
Box 450 
Lac La Biche AB 

Phone:  (780) 623-4133 

Fax:  (780) 623-2126 

 

Waterways District 

Fort McMurray Office 
168 Airport Road 
Fort McMurray AB  T9H 4P1 

Phone:  (780) 743-7120 

Fax:  (780) 790-1600 

 

NORTHWEST BOREAL 

Regional Headquarters 
Peace River 
Postal Bag 900-39 
Peace River AB  T8S 1T4 

Phone:  (780) 624-6221 

Fax:  (780) 624-5511 

 

East Peace District 

Peace River Office 
Postal Bag 900-39 
Peace River AB  T8S 1T4 

Phone:  (780) 624-6456 

Fax:  (780) 624-3534 

 

Lakeshore District 

High Prairie Office 
Box 140 
High Prairie AB  T0G 1E0 

Phone:  (780) 523-4481 

Fax:  (780) 523-5757 

 

Mackenzie District 

Manning Office 
Box 749 
Manning AB  T0H 2M0 

Phone:  (780) 836-2881 

Fax:  (780) 836-3666 

 

 

Marten Hills District 

Slave Lake Office 
301 Birch Rd NE 
Box 390 
Slave Lake AB  T0G 2A0 

Phone:  (780) 849-7400 
Fax:  (780) 849-3299 

 
Smoky District 

Valleyview Office 
49 49 Street 
Valleyview AB  T0H 3N0 

Phone:  (780) 524-3567 
Fax:  (780) 524-4316 

 
Upper Hay District 

Footner Lake Office 
Box 719 
High Level AB  T0H 1Z0 

Phone:  (780) 926-3761 
Fax:  (780) 926-4224 

 
Wapiti River District 

Grande Prairie Office 
10811 84 Avenue 
Grande Prairie AB  T8V 3J2 

Phone:  (780) 538-8080 
Fax:  (780) 538-1941 

 
APPENDIX 3:  OFFICES FOR 
PUBLIC LAND IN THE WHITE 
AREA 

(Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Development, Rural Development Di-
vision) 

 
Peace River Region 

Fairview Office 
Box 159, Provincial Bldg. 
Fairview AB  T0H 1L0 

Phone:  (780) 835-2200 
Fax:  (780) 835-3233 

 

Grande Prairie Office 
Room 1201,Provincial Bldg. 
10320 - 99 Street 
Grande Prairie AB  T8V 6J4 

Phone:  (780) 538-5260 
Fax:  (780) 538-5268 



http://www.gov.ab.ca/env/protenf/landrec/index.html  Page 9 of 9 
 

Fort Vermilion Office 
Box 40 
Fort Vermilion AB  T0H 1N0 

Phone:  (780) 927-3712 
Fax:  (780) 927-3838 
 
High Prairie Office 
Box 1380 
Provincial Bldg. 
High Prairie AB  T0G 1E0 

Phone:  (780) 523-6580 
Fax:  (780) 523-6585 
 
Peace River Office 
Bag 900, Box 35 
Provincial Bldg. 
Peace River AB  T0H 2X0 

Phone:  (780) 624-6116 
Fax:  (780) 624-6180 
 
Spirit River Office 
Box 189 
Spirit River AB  T0H 3G0 

Phone:  (780) 864-3574 
Fax:  (780) 864-2077 
 
Valleyview Office 
Box 930 
Provincial Bldg. 
Valleyview AB  T0H 3N0 

Phone:  (780) 524-5522 
Fax:  (780) 524-4585 
 
Northeast Region 

Bonnyville Office 
Box 6009 
Bonnyville AB  T9N 2G7 

Phone:  (780) 826-4297 
Fax:  (780) 826-6295 
 
Lac La Biche Office 
Box 839 
Provincial Bldg. 
Lac La Biche AB  T0A 2C0 

Phone:  (780) 623-5279 
Fax:  (780) 623-5422 
 
St. Paul Office 
Box 417 
5025 - 49 Avenue 
St. Paul AB  T0A 3A0 

Phone:  (780) 645-6336 
Fax:  (780) 645-6281 

 

Wainwright Office 
Provincial Building 
Suite 25, 810 - 14 Avenue 
Wainwright AB  T9W 1R2 

Phone:  (780) 842-7548 
Fax:  (780) 842-7552 

 

Northwest Region 

Athabasca Office 
Suite100,  4903 - 50th Street 
Provincial Building 
Athabasca AB  T9S 1E2 

Phone:  (780) 675-4277 
Fax:  (780) 675-3827 

 

Barrhead Office 
Box 4534 
Provincial Building 
6203 - 49 Street 
Barrhead AB  T7N 1A4 

Phone:  (780) 674-8231 
Fax:  (780) 674-8382 

 

Drayton Valley 
Box 6411 
Fidelis Bldg. 
Drayton Valley AB  T7A 1R8 

Phone:  (780) 542-6430 
Fax:  (780) 542-7536 

 

Evansburg Office 
Box 360 
Dieckman Bldg. 
Evansburg AB  T0E 0T0 

Phone: (780) 727-3673 
Fax:  (780) 727-2375 

 

Sherwood Park Office 
182 Chippewa Rd. 
Sherwood Park AB  T8A 4H5 

Phone:  (780) 464-7955 
Fax:  (780) 449-0718 

 
Central Region 

Calgary Office 
Main Floor 
703 - 6 Avenue SW 
Calgary  AB  T2P 0T9 

Phone:  (403) 297-6426 
Fax:  (403) 297-2576 

Ponoka Office 
Box 4304 
Provincial Bldg. 
Ponoka AB  T4J 1R7 

Phone:  (403) 783-7090 
Fax:  (403) 783-7925 

 

Red Deer Office 
Room 301 
4920 - 51 Street 
Red Deer  AB  T4N 6K8 

Phone:  (403) 340-5451 
Fax:  (403) 340-7081 

 

Rocky Mountain House Office 
PO Box 1598 
Provincial Bldg. 
4919 - 51 Street 
Rocky Mountain House AB  T0M 1T0  

Phone:  (403) 845-8240 
Fax:  (403) 845-8203 

 

South Region 

Lethbridge Office 
Bag 3014 
2nd Floor, YPM Place 
530 - 8 Street South 
Lethbridge AB  T1J 4C7 

Phone:  (403) 381-5487 
Fax:  (403) 381-5792 

 

Medicine Hat Office 
Room 106 
Provincial Bldg. 
346 - 3 Street SE 
Medicine Hat AB  T1A 0G7  

Phone:  (403) 529-3677 
Fax:  (403) 528-5213 


