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Retail Trade
Sales retreat but remain strong
Retail activity eased in May with heightened public health 
measures, but remained well above pre‑COVID levels 
(Chart 1). Alberta retail sales inched down 1.6% month‑
over‑month (m/m) to $7.3 billion, with broad‑based declines 
led by motor vehicle and parts and clothing and building 
materials. Overall, retail trade remained 23% above last year’s 
depressed levels. Nationally, sales decreased 2.1% m/m, but 
remained up 25% year‑over‑year (y/y). 

New Housing Price Index
New home prices move higher
Prices for new homes in Alberta continued to rise in June, 
with Calgary leading the gains. The Alberta new housing 
price index (NHPI) grew 2.0% m/m, with the increase coming 
from the house‑only component, as land prices were largely 
unchanged. New home prices in Calgary (3.5% m/m) posted 
the highest monthly growth among census metropolitan 
areas, while prices in Edmonton inched up 0.6% m/m. With 
these gains over the month, new home prices in Alberta grew 
4.1% year‑to‑date (YTD) over the first half of 2021, while up 
8.9% YTD nationally. 
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Alberta retail activity resilient in May

New Motor Vehicle Sales
Vehicle sales fall
New vehicle sales declined in May for a second monthly 
decline following a rebound in sales earlier in the year. The 
number of new vehicles sold in Alberta pulled back 16% m/m 
to 16,359 units, with both truck and passenger car sales 
dropping. An ongoing global chip shortage continued to impact 
the supply of new vehicles. Compared to historically depressed 
levels a year ago, unit sales in Alberta were up 26% y/y.

Food Services and Drinking Places
Sales down again with tighter restrictions
Alberta’s restaurant sales continued to ease in May with 
further tightening of public health measures. Seasonally 
adjusted sales at food and drinking places fell 5.5% m/m, 
following a 13% pullback in April. Full‑service restaurant 
receipts, the component impacted most by the public health 
measures, accounted for the majority of the decline, with 
losses slightly tempered by an uptick in limited‑service 
eating places and special food services. With the second 
consecutive monthly decline, sales at Alberta food services 
and drinking places stood 0.6% lower YTD.

International Travel
Restrictions continue to weigh on travellers
International travel activity remained lackluster in May due to 
ongoing travel restrictions. The seasonally adjusted number 
of non‑residential travelers entering Canada via Alberta fell 
to 4,712 people, more than double the depressed level last 
year, but still near record lows. May marked a full year of 
border restrictions on all non‑essential travel to contain the 
spread of COVID‑19.

Sources: Statistics Canada, Haver Analytics

CHART 1: RETAIL ACTIVITY CONTINUES TO HOLD UP
Alberta retail sales and y/y% change, seasonally adjusted

Retail activity continues to hold up
Alberta retail sales and y/y % change, seasonally adjusted

Sources: Statistics Canada, Haver Analytics
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