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Clarification Notice Regarding Minimum Area to Include Industrial Sources 

Section 3.9 (Cumulative Effects Assessment of Nearby Emission Sources) of the 2013 Alberta 
Air Quality Model Guideline provides guidance in regards to the requirement to include all 
industrial sources within a minimum of 5 km from the facility. The intent of this guidance is to 
simplify the air quality modelling requirements of proponents under circumstances where a 
source is relatively isolated and it’s study area, as defined by the 10% threshold of the AAAQO 
or baseline value (whichever is higher) is less than 5 km (Section 3.8: Study Area). However, 
there have been a number of recent applications where this guidance is being applied without 
taking into consideration the context of the Guideline. In particular, under Section 2.1 
(Modelling Decisions) of the 2013 Alberta Air Quality Model Guideline it is stated that air 
quality assessments for an EPEA application, including renewals and amendments, may be 
subject to additional modelling required as per the discretion of the Director. The conditions that 
may require additional modelling include, but are not limited to:  

• The screening modelling predicts exceedance of an AAAQO,
• There are many other emissions sources in the area,
• The area contains sensitive receptors,
• Changes in emissions are expected at the facility, or
• There are other situations deemed necessary to be considered by the Director.

It is the proponent’s responsibility to ensure they include all relevant industrial sources in the 
modelling and that an appropriate study area is chosen to adequately capture all of the project 
impacts as per the direction provided in Section 2.1, Section 3.8 and Section 3.9 of the 2013 
Alberta Air Quality Model Guideline.   

Air Policy 

December 2014 

Dec 2014 Page 1 of 1 Clarification Notice Regarding Minimum Area to Include Industrial Sources 
© 2014 Government of Alberta 

Sup
ers

ed
ed




