
EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL

Non-native aquatic plants can quickly 
take over Alberta’s waters if they are 
introduced. They spread easily through 
seed and plant fragments, reduce 
habitat for fish and wildlife, and impact 
recreational opportunities. 

DON’T LET IT LOOSE!
Here’s how you can help prevent the spread of Eurasian water milfoil:

1. Always clean, drain and dry your boat and gear when leaving  
the water.

2. Never release aquarium or domestic pond water, plants, dead 
or live animals into water bodies.

3. If you see Eurasian water milfoil, report it to the Aquatic 
Invasive Species Hotline or use EDDMapS Alberta from your 
smartphone.

4. DO NOT pull or dig it as small fragments can break off and 
start new plants.

5. Know the law! Eurasian water milfoil is listed as a prohibited 
species under the Fisheries (Alberta) Act. It is illegal to sell, 
import, transport or possess a prohibited species. Penalties 
can be up to $100,000 and/or a year in prison.
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EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL QUICK FACTS:
• Eurasian water milfoil is a perennial, submersed aquatic plant 

native to Eurasia and North Africa. It was likely introduced to 
North America in the ballasts of ships. The first Canadian record 
is from Lake Erie (Ontario) in 1961.

• Eurasian water milfoil leaves are green, feather-like and grow in 
whorls (circles) of typically 4 around the stem. Flowers are tiny, 
yellow or pink, and are held above water on a spike.

• It is able to reproduce both by seed and fragmentation of its 
rhizome (root) or stem.

• Eurasian water milfoil can form thick, dense mats that shade 
native plants and obstruct recreational activities. As these mats 
decay, they decrease oxygen levels, negatively impacting native 
fish and wildlife.

• Control of Eurasian water milfoil can be very difficult, especially 
once well established. Methods for control or eradication, by 
trained personnel, include mechanical harvesting, hand raking or 
chemical treatment with appropriate permits.

In Alberta, there is also a similar looking native water milfoil that is 
beneficial to our ecosystem. Here’s how to tell the difference:

1-855-336-BOAT (2628)
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REPORT INVASIVE SPECIES, CALL:

NATIVE
Northern water milfoil
(Myriophyllum sibiricum)

• Leaves have less than 12 
widely spaced leaflet pairs

• Leaves hold a rigid shape 
when out of water

• Green or greenish-white 
stem that does not branch 
near surface

INVASIVE
Eurasian water milfoil
(Myriophyllum spicatum)

• Leaves have 12 or more 
closely spaced leaflet pairs

• Leaves collapse around 
stem when out of water

• Brownish-red or whitish-pink 
stem that branches near 
surface


