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Overview 

Good public health practices can minimize transmission of respiratory infections, including COVID-19, 
influenza and common colds. These practices include: getting vaccinated against COVID-19, staying 
home when sick, proper hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette, enhanced cleaning and disinfecting, 
and maintaining ventilation systems.  

This document has been developed to support organizers, candidates and voters for federal, provincial 
or local authority elections in reducing the risk of transmission of respiratory infections, including 
COVID-19, among attendees (voters, candidates, returning officers, volunteers, and canvassers) by 
providing options to integrate good public health practices into election operations. The included advice 
is built on lessons learned and strategies that were successful throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Since each election and community is different, it is up to individual operators and organizers to 
determine which strategies, or combinations of strategies, are most appropriate in their facility or for 
their activity.  

Organizers are encouraged to promote COVID-19 vaccination to staff, volunteers, attendees, and other 
eligible persons as part of their public health strategy.  

All Albertans are required to follow all applicable Chief Medical Officer of Health (CMOH) orders. Any 
guidance set out in this document is subject to legislation governing elections.  

 

COVID-19 Risk Mitigation 

ELECTIONS ORGANIZERS 
General Advice • Election organizers should consider any federal or municipal public health 

measures in place when planning or participating in election or 
campaigning events. 

• Staff and volunteers should check themselves for symptoms of COVID-19 
using the Alberta Health Daily Checklist before participating in an election-
related activity. 

• Organizers should ensure that any person (staff or volunteer) working on 
elections or election-related activities, including canvassing, campaigning, 
gathering signatures, scrutineering and voting, is trained in measures to 
minimize the transmission of respiratory infections (masking, distancing, 
and use of protective barriers, where applicable). 

• Hand sanitizer should be available for voters to use before and after 
voting; staff/volunteers are encouraged to sanitize their hands regularly.  

• Organizers should consider enhanced cleaning and disinfecting practices, 
as described in the General Guidance for COVID-19 and Other 
Respiratory Illnesses. 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/general-guidance-for-covid-19-and-other-respiratory-illnesses
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/general-guidance-for-covid-19-and-other-respiratory-illnesses
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• While compliance with CMOH Orders is required, CMOH Orders are not 
intended to prevent an individual from exercising their right to vote. 
o Organizers are strongly encouraged to have a plan in place to protect 

the health and safety of staff, volunteers and voters and respond to a 
situation where an individual refuses to wear a mask or is symptomatic. 

o Plans for these scenarios may include: 
 Encouraging mail-in options in advance of election day, if available;  
 Alternative polling stations (e.g., providing an outdoor or separate 

voting space); 
 Training for staff/volunteers on how to interact with individuals who 

are non-compliant with CMOH Orders.  
• Election activities (e.g., polling stations) are out-of-scope for the 

Restrictions Exemption Program (REP). 
• Albertans are not subject to the requirements of REP while participating in 

the electoral process.  
• A facility being used as a polling place may be in REP for other activities 

simultaneously occurring with election activities; however, voters are not 
subject to REP requirements unless they wish to access the other, in-
scope amenities.    

• Election activities (e.g., polling stations) are not subject to capacity 
restrictions in CMOH Orders. Other areas of a facility hosting election 
activities may be subject to capacity limits or REP requirements in 
accordance with the relevant CMOH Orders.  

Masking  • When masks are worn, Alberta Health mask guidance should be followed. 
• All Albertans over the age of 2 are required to wear masks at all times in 

indoor public places, except: 
o When participating in an indoor performance activity where it is not 

possible to wear a face mask.  
o When participating in an indoor physical activity. 
o When seated at a table to eat or drink, or standing at a standing table 

to eat or drink. 
o If they are unable to place, use or remove a face mask without 

assistance. 
o When receiving care or assistance where a facemask would hinder 

that care or assistance.  
o Other exceptions to masking are set out in CMOH Order 55-2021. 

• In accordance with the CMOH Orders, organizers must ensure staff, 
scrutineers and volunteers wear a mask. 

• Masks should be well-constructed, well-fitted and properly worn. 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19
https://www.alberta.ca/masks.aspx
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• If non-medical masks are worn, they should be constructed of at least 
three layers: two of breathable tightly woven fabric, such as cotton, and an 
additional effective middle filter layer, such as non-woven polypropylene. 

• Medical masks can also be worn to provide additional protection. 
• Organizers should consider having masks available for staff, scrutineers, 

volunteers and voters at voting stations. 
• If an individual produces a medical exemption letter for wearing a mask, it 

must include: 
o The name of the person to whom the exception applies; 
o The name, phone number, email address, professional registration 

number, and signature of the authorizing health professional; and 
o The date on which the written confirmation was provided. 

Identity 
Verification 

• Organizers can ask voters to temporarily unmask for the purpose of 
verifying their identity in order to administer the vote.  

Symptomatic 
Individuals 

• Consider posting signs reminding all individuals who are experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms that they must remain in their place of isolation and 
not attend any public location. 

• Provide instructions on how symptomatic individuals are able to vote in an 
alternate fashion, if available. 

• Any staff or volunteer who is experiencing symptoms is not permitted to 
work at the election, polling station, canvassing, or campaigning location. 

• Organizers are encouraged to have a rapid response plan if staff, 
volunteers or voters become symptomatic while at the election, polling, 
campaigning, or canvassing location. For more information, see the 
General Guidance for COVID-19 and Other Respiratory Illnesses. 
o Organizers are not expected to close the voting station, but should take 

immediate action to reduce the possibility of transmission of respiratory 
diseases, such as sanitizing potential touchpoints. 

o Organizers should plan for contingencies in case staff, scrutineers or 
volunteers become symptomatic and need to be replaced. 

• Organizers are strongly encouraged to provide and promote alternative 
means of voting for voters who may be symptomatic, are isolating or 
unable to vote in person for medical or other reasons, if available.  
o Consider encouraging advance voting, or voting by mail, if available.  

Scrutineering • Scrutineers should sanitize their hands before and after handling and 
inspecting election documents. 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/general-guidance-for-covid-19-and-other-respiratory-illnesses
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Voting Stations 
and Elections 
Operations 

• Albertans are required to remain 2 metres physically distanced from other 
individuals who are not members of their household at all times, unless 
separated by an appropriate barrier.  

• Organizers should consider developing plans or models to manage voter 
flow and maintain appropriate distance (e.g., around entrances, exits, 
checkpoints, ballot boxes and washrooms), which may include: 
o Ensuring voting stations are 2 metres apart; use markings, signs, 

barriers and volunteers to facilitate distancing and continuous flow 
through the voting station.  

o Consider having physical barriers, such as clear acrylic sheets, to 
separate staff, volunteers and voters who may need to come within 2 
metres. 

• Consider providing individual use writing implements, or a process to 
ensure the sanitization of reusable writing implements.  

• Organizers, staff and volunteers should take steps to minimize the sharing 
and touching of documents and other items whenever possible and to 
apply hand sanitizer as appropriate. 
o Consider sanitizing voting stations at consistent and frequent time 

intervals.  
Assisting 
Hospitalized or 
Incapacitated 
Electors at Home 
and Electors in 
Long-Term Care 
Facilities 

• Organizers are encouraged to work closely with long-term care and other 
care facilities to ensure that residents of these facilities are able to 
participate in an election. 

• Ensure compliance with any facility public health requirements set by the 
CMOH, Alberta Health Services (AHS), or facility operators. 

• If there is support from the facility operator, consider training facility staff as 
election officers to limit the introduction of new individuals into the 
environment. 

• Mobile polls may be offered at hospitals, treatment centres, homeless 
shelters and community support centres. Mobile poll voting only allows 
residents to vote at these facilities. 

• If possible, use ballot boxes and voting screens that are cleanable (i.e., not 
made of cardboard) for facilities where voting is done in the resident’s 
room. Clean and disinfect the ballot box, writing implements, and other 
materials after each vote. 

• If ballot boxes or voting screens cannot be cleaned, limit the number of 
people who handle these items, ask voters to sanitize their hands before 
and after voting, and instruct voters, staff and volunteers to conduct hand 
hygiene before and after handling the items.  

CANVASSING AND CAMPAIGNING 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19
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Canvassing and 
Collecting 
Signatures for 
Nomination 

• Campaign staff, candidates and volunteers must comply with the masking 
and physical distance requirements in CMOH Orders. 

• Individuals are not permitted to enter a private residence for election 
purposes. This includes the individual rooms in a long-term care facility.  

• Wherever possible, organizers should use online campaign materials 
rather than printed pamphlets. 

• It is recommended that staff and volunteers bring: 
o Disinfectant wipes to disinfect touched surfaces, such as clip-boards, 

pens and door bells. 
• Hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol content to use before and after 

each interaction. 
Campaign Rallies, 
Debates, Parties 
and Fundraising 
Events 

• Organizers of election-related events (e.g., rallies, debates, parties, 
fundraisers) should consider health and safety best practices to reduce the 
spread of respiratory infections. 

• Organizers of election-related events should consider mechanisms for: 
o Enhanced cleaning and disinfection of washrooms shared by 

attendees. 
o Providing for attendees to practice hand hygiene (e.g., providing hand 

sanitizer or hand washing stations). 
o Ensuring attendees are able to maintain 2 metres’ distance from each 

other, through floor markings or other queue management methods.  
• Organizers of election related events where liquor and/or food is served 

must abide by the relevant public health restrictions relating to liquor and 
food service. 
o Organizers may implement REP if the hosting facility is in agreement 

and the requirements can be met. 
o More information on REP may be found in the Requirements for the 

Restrictions Exemption Program. 

VOTERS 
General Advice • Voters are encouraged to check themselves for COVID-19 symptoms prior 

to going to the voting station. Voters may use the Alberta Health Daily 
Checklist before participating in an election-related activity. 

• Anyone with symptoms must isolate immediately; Albertans are 
encouraged to use the AHS Online Self-Assessment Tool to determine if 
COVID -19 testing is necessary.  

• If a PCR test is not recommended, they may conduct an at-home rapid 
test. For more information refer to the rapid testing at home website. 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-requirements-for-restrictions-exemption-program
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-requirements-for-restrictions-exemption-program
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://www.alberta.ca/rapid-testing-at-home.aspx
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• Symptomatic voters are encouraged to contact organizers for alternative 
methods of voting, if available.  

• Albertans must wear a mask at all indoor public locations, in accordance 
with CMOH Orders, including at a voting station. 

• Voters may temporarily remove their mask to confirm their identity, if 
required.  

• Voters who are unable to wear a mask should contact the Returning 
Officer/election operator for information on any election 
requirements/options.  

• Voters are required to remain 2 metres physically distanced from other 
individuals who are not members of their household at all times. 

• Voters should use hand sanitizer before and after voting.  
• Voters are encouraged to keep up to date on local restrictions in place. 

This document and the guidance within it is subject to change and will be updated as needed. 

Last Revised: January 2022 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19

