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Changes to the OHS Act 
Bill 30 has been introduced 
to modernize workplace 
standards and practices to 
improve safety and better 
support injured workers.  
Alberta’s Occupational 

Health and Safety (OHS) Act sets the minimum 
standards for workplace health and safety, and 
outlines the roles and responsibilities of employers 
and workers. These proposed changes would 
better protect workers, ensure they have the same 
rights and protections as other Canadians, and 
empower them to participate in health and safety 
in Alberta’s workplaces.  
 
The proposed changes result from government’s 
review of the OHS system and the independent 
review of the WCB system. If passed, the majority 
of changes to WCB and OHS would come into 
effect January 1 and June 1, 2018, respectively. 
 
New rules to protect fuel and convenience store 
workers 
Workers at convenience stores and gas stations 
will be safer under new legislation requiring 
violence prevention plans and pre-payment of 
fuel. The new measures take effect on June 1, 
2018. Read more about gas station and 
convenience store worker safety here. 
 
Farm and ranch workplace legislation 
The technical working groups studying 
occupational health and safety have submitted 
their recommendations outlining how provincial 
legislation could apply to farms and ranches. 
Review the recommendations and provide 
feedback by January 15, 2018. 
 
  

Changes to the Non-Mining Blasters Permitting 
Program 
In Alberta, any worker who handles, prepares, fires, 
burns or destroys an explosive must hold a valid 
government approved permit. The non-mining blasting 
permit application form has been updated and all permit 
payments will be routed through the Government of 
Alberta’s MyAlberta e-Services.  Applicants looking to 
receive a new permit or renewing their previously issued 
permit will now be required to submit a photocopy of a 
secondary piece of government photo identification with 
their permit application to confirm the applicant’s 
identity. 
 
Employment Standards Webinars 
New free webinars are now available that detail 
upcoming changes to Alberta’s Employment Standards 
Code occurring January 1, 2018. Register to reserve your 
spot.   
 
Alberta Cannabis Framework released  
Before July 2018, the Government of Alberta will review 
occupational health and safety regulations and work 
with employers, labour groups and workers to ensure 
OHS rules continue to address impairment issues. This 
may include developing additional regulations, education 
or training programs. Learn more here.  
 
Updated OHS Safety Bulletins 
OHS publishes safety bulletins on a wide range of topics. 
While you’ll find the complete library here, the following 
bulletins have been updated: 
 Naloxone in the workplace 
 Protection of workers during remediation of illegal 

fentanyl labs  
 WHMIS-Transition from WHMIS 1988 to WHMIS 2015 
 
 
 
 

http://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/ohs-act-regulation-and-code.html
http://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/partnerships-in-injury-reduction.html
http://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/subscribe-to-enews.html
https://www.alberta.ca/workplace-safety-injury-compensation.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/gas-station-worker-safety.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/farm-and-ranch-consultations.aspx
http://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/non-mining-blasters-permit.html
https://eservices.alberta.ca/non-mining-blasters-permits.html
https://www.alberta.ca/employment-standards-webinars.aspx#toc-2
https://www.alberta.ca/cannabis-framework.aspx
https://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/resources-how-to-work-safely.html#backcare
http://work.alberta.ca/documents/OHS-bulletin-CH076.pdf
http://work.alberta.ca/documents/OHS-bulletin-CH075.pdf
http://work.alberta.ca/documents/OHS-bulletin-CH075.pdf
http://work.alberta.ca/documents/OHS-bulletin-CH010.pdf
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Contact OHS 
1-866-415-8690 (toll-free) 780-415-8690 (Edmonton) 

TTY: 780-427-9999 (Edmonton) TTY: 1-800-232-7215 

Report an Incident 
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Incidents Recently Reported to the OHS 
Contact Centre  

These are summaries of selected work-related incidents 

recently reported to Alberta OHS. They may help you prevent 

similar incidents. The summaries are based on information 

obtained as soon as possible after the incident. They are 

preliminary and subject to change. Because they are being 

investigated by the employers involved, no additional 

information will be available. 

 

 
Flash fire caused by vapours A worker was applying an 
aerosol paint sealer to the ceiling of an unventilated 
bathroom. The vapours from the sealer came into 
contact with an ignition source and caused a flash 
fire/explosion. The worker sustained burns to the upper 
body and face. The worker was hospitalized for more 
than two days. Construction and Construction Trades 
 
Arc flash injury A journeyman electrician performing 
electrical work sustained burns on both arms, wrists and 
hands from an arc flash.  The worker was hospitalized for 
more than two days. Business, Personal and Professional 

Services 

 

 

Low visibility and icy roads make 
winter driving more difficult. Be 
prepared and adjust your driving 

according to changing weather condition to stay safe 
during the colder months. More tips 

Workers overcome by carbon monoxide Workers 
were cutting an access hole in laid concrete when 
they were overcome by carbon monoxide. 
Readings exceeded 1350 ppm. The workers were 
transported to hospital and released the same day. 
Construction and Construction Trades 
 
Steel plate falls on worker A worker was lifting a 
steel plate using a crane and plate clamp. When 
balancing the plate vertically on the floor, the 
worker removed the plate clamp to reposition it. 
The plate fell over, crushing the worker’s leg. The 
worker was hospitalized for more than two days. 
Manufacturing and Processing 
 
Worker falls from scaffold A worker was lowering 
the height of a pump jack scaffold, when the brake 
failed and the scaffold collapsed.  The worker fell 
to the ground resulting in a back injury. The 
worker was hospitalized for more than two days. 
Construction and Construction Trades  

 
  
 
 

Ask an Expert 
Have a question or want information? 
Use the online form or call the OHS Contact Centre 

https://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/workplace-incidents-fatalities-summaries.html
https://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/work-related-motor-vehicle-fatalities-summaries.html
https://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/occupational-disease-fatalities-summaries.html
http://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/report-an-incident.html
https://saferoads.com/drivers/safety-issues/winter-driving/winter-driving
https://work.alberta.ca/occupational-health-safety/ask-an-expert.html

