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Part One: General Information 

Introduction 

Adoption is the process that gives a child a new family and is intended to provide permanence 

and security for the child. The most important consideration in the adoption process is the child’s 

well-being. A successful adoption requires the adoptive parents to be mature, empathetic, 

understanding and patient. 

This guide is intended to provide details related to the area of International Adoption. It offers 

useful general information, as well as specific procedures required in the approval and finalization 

of adoptions of children residing outside of Canada.  Alberta Adoption Services plays an 

important role in this process by: accepting all applications for international adoption, authorizing 

the completion of a Home Study Report on prospective adoptive parents, reviewing and providing 

approval of the Home Study Report and providing documentation to foreign countries and federal 

authorities, including Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). 

Three Types of International Adoption 

1. Hague Convention Adoption is the process when:  

The child’s country is a member of the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and  

Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption (Hague Convention). 

2. Government Adoption for Non-Hague Countries is the process when: 

 There is an adoption process established between the child’s country and Alberta. 

3. Private International Adoption is the process when:  

 The child’s country has not implemented the Hague Convention, and 

 The child’s country does not have an adoption process with Alberta. 

Note: Immigration Regulations require that a permanent resident visa be obtained for the child for 

the purpose of entering Canada. Families who obtain Private Guardianship Orders/Private 

Guardianship Certificates for children who live abroad must deal directly with Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada to obtain permanent residency status for the child.   

Alberta Adoption Services has no role in obtaining permanent residency status for children and 

no authority to provide Letters of No Involvement in Private Guardianship cases. 
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Private Guardianship Orders 

Some non-Hague countries do not issue adoption orders, as their legislation does not support the 

termination of parental rights. Guardianship orders may be issued on behalf of children, but these 

orders are not equivalent to adoption orders, which create a permanent parent-child relationship. 

Immigration regulations require that a permanent resident visa be obtained for the child for the 

purpose of entering Canada. Alberta Adoption Services has no role in obtaining permanent 

residency status for children and no authority in cases where guardianship is granted 

internationally. 

Applicants may wish to seek independent legal advice to determine if a guardianship order 

obtained in a particular country is equivalent to an adoption order as set out in section 73 of the 

Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act. 

The Challenges 

Adopting a child from another country is complex.  In order to comply with the legislated 

requirements of the child’s country of origin, federal Immigration Regulations, the Hague 

Convention and Alberta’s Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act, applicants should be aware 

of the following:   

 Ever-changing legislation, regulations and policies in the child’s country of origin, 

including the opening and closing of adoption programs at any time    

 If the child’s country is a member of the Hague Convention, it is not possible to process a 

private adoption 

 Lack of infrastructure, procedures and staff in some countries of origin may significantly 

delay or prevent processing of international adoptions 

 Highly sensitive political issues countries face when their children are adopted by 

foreigners 

 Problematic adoption practices uncovered in the child’s country of origin, which may 

include child theft, baby selling, child trafficking and forging of documents 

 Technical difficulties in reaching officials in foreign jurisdictions, as well as differences in 

languages, cultures and interpretation of procedures 

 Lack of information on the child proposed for adoption 

 Inability to bring the adopted child to Canada if proper procedures were not followed 

 Guardianship orders are not equivalent to adoption orders 

 Alberta Adoption Services has no jurisdiction in international guardianship matters. 
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For these reasons, Alberta Adoption Services is unable to provide timelines for a matching 

referral or guarantee that the child will not have medical, developmental, behavioral or learning 

challenges. There is no guarantee that your adoption will be successful. 

Due to high volumes of correspondence relating to the international adoption program and 

complicated documentary requirements, prospective adoptive families must allow sufficient time 

at each phase to process their adoption. Families requiring information on the status of their 

adoption should contact their Alberta licensed adoption agency.  Alberta Adoption Services 

licenses, monitors and acts as a resource for the Alberta licensed adoption agencies.  

Prospective adoptive parents should only make travel arrangements to the child’s country 

after they receive confirmation that all documents are in place and the child is able to 

travel to Canada. Families who choose to travel prior to receiving confirmation of their child’s 

travel documents will be subject to delays in returning to Canada.  

Contrary to common belief, fewer and fewer children are in need of international adoption, and 

figures for international adoption have fallen dramatically in recent years. Countries of origin have 

domestic families who want to adopt children who are young and in good health. At the same 

time, applications by families in industrialized countries wanting to adopt abroad have continued 

to grow steadily.  This has led to an ever-increasing imbalance between requests to adopt and 

the number of children who are both declared “adoptable” and have the characteristics that 

prospective adopters feel capable of parenting. 

The Hague Convention  

The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 

Intercountry Adoption (Hague Convention) is a multi-lateral treaty that regulates adoptions 

between contracting countries. It provides safeguards and procedures to ensure the adoption is in 

the best interests of the child, biological parents and adoptive parents. The child’s country must 

make reasonable efforts to place the child domestically before considering an international 

adoption. 

Alberta implemented the Hague Convention in 1997.  The following list includes those countries 

that are currently members of the Hague Convention. For an updated listing of Hague 

jurisdictions please visit: www.hcch.net. The Convention concerning intercountry adoption is 

Convention number 33. 

Albania 

Andorra 

Armenia 

Finland 

France 

Georgia  

Montenegro 

Namibia 

Nepal 
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Australia 

Austria 

Azerbaijan 

Belarus 

Belgium 

Belize 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Burkina Faso 

Burundi 

Cambodia 

Canada 

Cape Verde 

Chile 

China 

Colombia 

Costa Rica 

Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) 

Croatia 

Cuba 

Cyprus 

Czech Republic 

Denmark 

Dominican Republic  

Ecuador 

El Salvador 

Estonia 

Fiji 

Germany 

Ghana 

Greece 

Guatemala 

Guinea 

Haiti 

Hungary 

Iceland  

India 

Ireland 

Israel 

Italy 

Kazakhstan 

Kenya 

Korea 

Kyrgyzstan 

Latvia 

Lesotho 

Liechtenstein  

Lithuania 

Luxembourg 

Macedonia  

Madagascar 

Mali 

Malta 

Mauritius  

Mexico 

Moldova 

Monaco  

Mongolia 

Netherlands 

New Zealand  

Norway 

Paraguay  

Panama 

Peru 

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

Russian Federation 

San Marino  

Seychelles 

Slovakia 

Slovenia 

South Africa  

Spain 

Sri Lanka 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Thailand 

Togo 

Turkey 

United Kingdom 

United States 

Uruguay  

Venezuela 

Vietnam 

Zambia 
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The Hague Convention applies to every adoption, including relative adoptions, where the child 

lives in a Hague country and the adoptive parents live in Alberta. This is the case even when 

the adoptive parents are citizens of the child’s country or own property in that country.   

Adoptive applicants who wish to adopt a child residing in a Hague Convention country must first 

apply to Alberta Adoption Services for authorization from the delegated Central Authority for 

Alberta under the Hague Convention (Alberta Adoption Services) to begin the process. 

The Central Authority of the child’s country must determine that the child meets the Hague 

Convention eligibility criteria for an international adoption and that there are no suitable families in 

the child’s country who are willing and able to adopt the child. The Central Authority of the 

receiving country (Alberta) must determine that the adoptive parents have been trained and are 

suitable for adoption. Both the sending and receiving Central Authorities must agree that the 

proposed adoption should proceed. 

Failing to comply with the requirements of the Hague Convention will prevent or significantly 

delay the child from entering Canada since Canada’s immigration legislation and Alberta’s Child, 

Youth and Family Enhancement Act require compliance with the Hague Convention. 

Children Available for International Adoption 

Countries of origin determine which children are eligible for international adoption. Newborns are 

not generally available because efforts must first be made to place them for adoption in their 

country of origin. The majority of children adopted internationally arrive in this province when they 

are between two and six years old. 

Special Needs 

Some Canadian applicants turn to international adoption to avoid the potential risks of domestic 

“special needs” placements. Please be aware that children come into care for a variety of reasons 

worldwide. Children placed for international adoption may have been prenatally exposed to drugs, 

alcohol or environmental toxins.  They may have received poor nutrition both during their 

mother’s pregnancy and after their birth.  Many children are placed in care by parents who are 

unable to accommodate their medical or developmental disabilities, with some living with multiple 

caregivers over a short period of time. Some children may have experienced neglect and abuse 

and may have been exposed to contagious diseases while in an institution. Malnutrition, physical 

and emotional deprivation and the effects of institutionalized care may lead to long-term 

problems, despite receiving loving care in adoptive homes. 
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All international adoptions should be considered special needs adoptions. Adoptive applicants 

must understand that all medical, developmental, behavioral or emotional issues will not be 

known at the time of the matching referral. 

Selecting a Country 

Adopting a child from another country means being open to his or her native culture. It is, 

therefore, important that you have an interest in or affinity with the country that you choose. In 

addition to this, you will need to ensure that the country has the infrastructure to facilitate an 

international adoption. Notably, it is essential that the political, legal and social context in the 

country is stable. Additionally, a competent government authority should supervise the entire 

adoption procedure and all service providers.  

The international adoption process requires that applicants specify a country at the time of 

application. There are a number of factors and questions to consider when choosing a country: 

 Eligibility:  Do you meet the eligibility requirements for the country? These may include 

age, marital status or length of marriage, religion, health status or the number of children 

you are already parenting.   

 Children Available:  Do the children available for adoption match the criteria of age, 

gender, ethnicity and special needs that you feel capable of parenting?  

 Proven Program:  There is much less risk in using a process that has proven to be 

effective. Does the country have an adoption arrangement with Canada? Is there a 

coordination service available to help? Are there families in Alberta who have 

successfully completed an adoption from the country?   

 Cost:  An international adoption is a costly undertaking. You can request a breakdown of 

actual costs or a schedule for remittance from an Alberta licensed adoption agency, 

coordinating agency or the child’s country of origin.  

 Travel and Residency Requirements:  Some countries require that adoptive parents 

reside in the country under a fostering program for up to 12 months before being allowed 

to leave with their child. Families realize the benefit of travelling to the child’s country of 

origin to receive a child or to live with the child. For some families, however, it is difficult 

for two parents to travel for extended periods of time.  Can a Power of Attorney be 

provided on behalf of the non-travelling parent? How many times do you have to travel to 

the country of origin? Can residency requirements be waived? 

 Finalization and Post Placement Report Requirements:  Where will the adoption be 

finalized and which documents are required to support the adoption application? Are 

there requirements to provide progress reports to the child’s country of origin after 

adoption finalization? 
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Families may have concurrent adoption applications, but can accept only one child or sibling group 

placement within a period of twelve months. Other applications must be withdrawn or put on hold 

at the time of acceptance of a referral.  

Use of a Coordinator 

Due to the complexity of requirements, the majority of families adopting internationally in Alberta 

find it beneficial to use a coordinator for services that include: 

 Preparation of all required documentation on the family’s behalf, including: translation, 

notarization, authentication and legalization of the Home Study Report and supporting 

documents; 

 Obtaining travel visas and making travel/hotel arrangements for adoptive parents who 

travel to the child’s country of origin; and 

 Arranging for a translator who is knowledgeable about the events which must occur upon 

the applicants’ arrival in the child’s country. 

Coordinators for the Hague and government adoptions must be authorized by the child’s country 

of origin to assist with international adoptions. Alberta Adoption Services does not license, 

monitor or endorse individuals/agencies that arrange international adoptions in foreign countries.  

Families can hire an individual/agency of their choice to help prepare their family’s dossier and 

make travel and legal arrangements. It is the family’s responsibility to ensure they choose a 

reputable resource that is authorized to arrange and finalize adoptions in the child’s country of 

origin.  

Agencies licensed in other provinces to facilitate international adoptions do not have the 

authority to arrange adoptions in Alberta. They are considered to be coordinators in 

Alberta’s process and are only able to provide services as indicated above.   

Suspension of Adoption from Specific Countries 

From time to time, Alberta receives information from the Canadian government or directly from 

countries of origin about serious irregularities involving the international adoption program. 

Problems may include incidents of child theft, baby selling, child trafficking or fraudulent 

documentation. 

With the Minister’s approval, Alberta Adoption Services will suspend all new applications, 

including private adoptions, for adoptions from the specific country of origin until irregularities are 

addressed, unless the applicant is a relative of the child to be adopted and Immigration, Refugees 

and Citizenship Canada will consider the child’s entry into Canada.  
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Currently there is a moratorium on adoptions from: Liberia, Pakistan, Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Guatemala and Nepal. 

Where Alberta Adoption Services has a role in the process, we will complete adoptions for 

children who have been matched and accepted by the province and adoptive families, provided 

that the adoption can be processed in a legal and ethical manner.   

Legal Issues 

The child’s country of origin determines where the adoption will be finalized. However, privately 

arranged adoptions cannot be finalized in Alberta, unless the adoptive parents obtain permanent 

residency status for the child.    

Adoptions that are finalized in Alberta are governed by the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement 

Act.  To finalize an adoption in Alberta, the child must have permanent residency status or must 

be a Canadian citizen. Adoptions that are finalized in the child’s country of origin are governed by 

the laws of the child’s country. 

Home Study Reports are required by the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act for all 

private, government and Hague Convention adoptions.  The reports are completed by licensed 

adoption agencies in Alberta and are approved by Alberta Adoption Services. Approval of the 

Home Study Report does not constitute approval of the adoptive match. 

The provisions of the Hague Convention apply to all adoptions where the child’s country is a 

member of the Hague Convention and, therefore, include all relative adoptions.  

Private adoptions cannot be processed if the child’s country is a member of the Hague 

Convention, regardless of the applicant’s citizenship or ownership of property in the originating 

country.  

Immigration 

If you are adopting a child internationally, you are responsible for arranging for the child’s 

admission to Canada as a permanent resident or Canadian citizen. You must contact 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada for information about the regulations and 

procedures required to sponsor a child who will be adopted abroad, or who will be adopted after 

he or she has been placed in your home. There are very few adoptions that are finalized in 

Alberta. 
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Note: Being approved as a sponsor does not mean that the immigration of the child to Canada 

has been approved. For answers to questions regarding any immigration issues, contact 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada toll-free at: 1-888-242-2100. 

You or the child’s agency must complete all requirements including the medical examination that 

must be submitted to the Canadian visa office responsible for the child’s country. 

For all international adoptions, regardless of the process, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 

Canada requires written confirmation from the Government of Alberta, through Alberta Adoption 

Services, that a Home Study Report has been completed on the adoptive applicants and that the 

report has received provincial approval.   

As required by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, Alberta Adoption Services 

provides Notification of Agreement Letters for Hague Convention adoptions, Letters of No 

Objection for government-facilitated adoptions and Letters of No Involvement for privately 

arranged adoptions finalized in the child’s country. Private guardianship orders are not adoption 

orders. 

Costs 

Although there are no fees for services provided by Alberta Adoption Services, an international 

adoption is expensive. You can expect to pay between $30,000 and $50,000 USD. You are 

responsible for the following:  

 Fees for the adoption agency in Alberta to manage the file, to provide adoption training, 

to prepare the Home Study Report, to prepare the dossier, to propose the adoption 

matching referral, to prepare post placement reports and to finalize the adoption (if 

required); 

 Fees for translation, notarization, authentication and legalization of documents; 

 Federal immigration fees, medical examinations, etc; 

 Travel and living expenses for you and your child; 

 Visa and passport for the child from the child’s country of origin; 

 Fees in the child’s country; 

 Legal fees; and 

 Courier fees 

The Home Study Report 

A Home Study Report is a process in which an Alberta licensed adoption agency social worker 

meets with you and your family to determine your suitability to adopt a child. The report also 
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provides an opportunity for you to learn about the challenges and rewards involved in parenting 

an adopted child and to determine if international adoption is appropriate for you. The Home 

Study Report is required by the Alberta Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act and federal 

immigration authorities.  

Alberta, along with many other Canadian provinces, has implemented the Structured Analysis 

Family Evaluation (SAFE) model, which provides comprehensive home study tools and practices 

for the description and evaluation of prospective adoptive families.   

During the Home Study process, you will be encouraged to examine your own values and 

feelings in relation to parenting. The social worker will explore the reasons why you want to adopt 

a child, your expectations for the child and the strengths and skills you have to meet a child’s 

needs. Older children have often had difficult experiences in their early years. Malnutrition, in 

addition to emotional and physical trauma, and pre-natal drug and alcohol exposure are issues in 

many children’s lives, which will present significant challenges. Such issues are important to 

explore with any family considering adoption. 

Discussions will also focus on parenting a child who may have experienced deprivation or 

institutional care, where there may be limited social and medical information available and where 

the child will have to adjust to a new country and language.   

The Alberta licensed adoption agency will ask you to review your Home Study Report and sign it, 

if you are in agreement that it accurately represents your circumstances. The social worker and 

agency director also sign and seal your report. The Home Study Report is then sent to Alberta 

Adoption Services for provincial approval.   

Note: Adoption Training is a mandatory requirement of the Home Study process, even if you are 

adopting a relative. 

Note: The Home Study Report is not valid until signed, under seal, by Adoption Services. It 

remains in effect for one year after provincial approval, unless there are significant changes in the 

lives of the adoptive family members or in the “child desired”. Applicants must advise Adoption 

Services of these changes. Approval of the Home Study Report does not constitute approval 

of the adoptive match. 

Upon review, Alberta Adoption Services may: 

1. approve the Home Study Report, if: 

a. all Alberta requirements have been met, 

b. the report was completed no more than six months preceding its submission, and 

c. the applicants meet the eligibility requirements of the child’s country 
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2. request additional information from: 

a. the applicants or the Alberta licensed adoption agency who prepared the  

report, or 

b. any source concerning the eligibility requirements 

3. refuse to approve the Home Study Report 

Note: The decision of Adoption Services to refuse approval of a Home Study Report may be 

appealed to an Appeal Panel by serving a Notice of Appeal as prescribed in the Alberta Child, 

Youth and Family Enhancement Act Regulations. 

Update to the Home Study Report 

Updates to the Home Study Report are required every 12 months after approval was provided, 

until an adoption placement is received. A matching proposal may not be made unless 

information on the applicants is current. 

If there have been no major changes, updates may be completed by the applicants using Form 4. 

These forms are available from any Alberta licensed adoption agency. 

If the applicants have not received an adoption match in two years following the Home Study 

Report approval, a complete Addendum and current supporting documents are required. 

Note: If the original Home Study Report and dossier were not sent to the child’s country of origin, 

an update is not acceptable. A new Home Study Report and current supporting documents are 

required. 

Addendum to the Home Study Report 

If there have been major changes, issues that need to be addressed, or if the applicants have not 

received an adoption match in two years following the Home Study Report approval, the 

applicants must have an Addendum completed by an Alberta licensed adoption agency. The 

Alberta licensed adoption agency will ask you to review your Addendum and sign it, if you are in 

agreement that it accurately represents your circumstances. The social worker and agency 

director also sign and seal your report. The Addendum is then sent to Alberta Adoption Services 

for provincial approval.   

Notification of Changes 

Adoptive families must inform Alberta Adoption Services of any significant changes during the 

international adoption process that might affect eligibility or suitability to adopt a child. Such 

changes include pregnancy, birth of a child, adoption of a child, changes in the “child desired”, 
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absence from Alberta, poor health issues, changes in financial circumstances and changes in 

marital or adult interdependent relationships. 

Preparation of Adoption Dossier 

Adoption dossiers are prepared according to the specifications of the child’s country of origin, as 

outlined in information provided by your coordinator or the country of origin. Adoptive families 

must forward the dossier along with the appropriate number of copies to Alberta Adoption 

Services.  

Note: Alberta Adoption Services does not review dossiers for accuracy, completeness or 

compliance.  

Due to the complexities involved, the majority of families use an adoption coordinator to prepare 

the adoption dossier. Licensed adoption agencies in Alberta may also be hired to prepare 

dossiers.   

Alberta Adoption Services forwards the dossier to the child’s country of origin by courier at the 

expense of the applicants. Applicants are required to establish their own account with a courier 

company and provide the number to Alberta Adoption Services.  

Note: Alberta Adoption Services does not have a role in forwarding the dossier in privately 

arranged adoptions. 

Matching Process 

The child’s country of origin is responsible for identifying children who are eligible for international 

adoption, matching the children with approved Alberta families and placing the children for 

adoption. A matching referral sent to Alberta Adoption Services includes photographs of the child, 

the child’s description, medical and background information on the child, and confirmation of the 

child’s eligibility for adoption.   

Note: Alberta Adoption Services does not have a role in the matching process of privately 

arranged adoptions. 
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Review and Acceptance of International Match 
Proposal 

Hague Convention and Government Adoptions 

If the matching referral does not indicate significant concerns, Alberta Adoption Services reviews 

the referral information and makes the decision to either accept the proposal or request additional 

information from the child’s country. When complete, the information is referred to the family’s 

Alberta licensed adoption agency for presentation to the family. 

If the matching referral indicates that the child has a significant medical condition, Alberta 

Adoption Services may involve the Edmonton or Calgary Adoption Clinic to make a decision 

regarding acceptance of the referral. The acceptance is based on confirmation of the child’s 

eligibility for international adoption, confirmation that proper consents have been obtained, the 

adoptive parents’ ability to care for the child and the availability of community resources to meet 

the needs of the child. The quality and quantity of the information in the matching referral will vary 

based on the child’s circumstances and the country of origin. 

Presentation of the Matching Referral 

The presentation of a referral to adopt a specific child is an important stage in the process.  Only 

an applicant who has been approved by Alberta Adoption Services and has provided the required 

updates/Addendums may be presented with a specific child referral.   

The proposal will include information about the child’s background, family history, and health, 

however, the quantity and accuracy of medical information varies with each referral.   

Studies have shown that approximately one-third of children adopted internationally have serious 

medical problems and developmental delays which were not recognized before adoption.  

Medical concerns include undetected birth defects, congenital heart abnormalities, genetic 

abnormalities, global developmental delays, Hepatitis, tuberculosis, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 

Disorder and intestinal parasites.  

You are encouraged to involve professionals in reviewing the child’s information.  Your family 

doctor or pediatrician and a child psychologist will be helpful in the process. Adoption clinics have 

been established in Edmonton and Calgary to assist children and families involved in international 

adoptions. Their services include review and consultation regarding international adoption 

referrals and follow-up services after children enter Alberta.   
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Note: Adoptive applicants must understand that not all medical conditions will be detected based 

on the matching referral, the child’s medical or the physician’s review of information. 

Approval of Adoption Placement 

Alberta Adoption Services may approve the adoption placement of the child with the  

applicant, if: 

 Alberta Adoption Services and the adoption authority in the child’s country have agreed 

that the adoption may proceed; 

 A valid Home Study Report, Update /Addendum is in place; and 

 The applicant has agreed to the adoption placement. 

Alberta Adoption Services will not approve an adoption placement of more than one child with an 

applicant in a 12-month period, unless: 

 The children to be placed with the applicants are siblings (related by blood), or 

 Alberta Adoption Services is satisfied that there are significant, exceptional 

circumstances supporting the placement of more than one child.   

Note: Financial considerations related to the cost or timing of the application do not qualify as 

exceptional circumstances.   

Note: The decision of Alberta Adoption Services to refuse to approve an adoption placement 

proposed by adoption authorities in the child’s country may be appealed to an Appeal Panel by 

serving a Notice of Appeal, as prescribed in the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement 

Regulation. 

Travel 

It is important to get to know the proposed child and to allow the child to know you and your 

family prior to placement. How this is done will depend on a number of factors, such as the age 

and circumstances of the child, the distance involved and the laws of the child’s country. 

You are responsible for the transfer of the child from the country of origin to your home in Alberta. 

The transfer must take place in secure and appropriate circumstances. Before children can leave 

their country, they will require a passport and/or a visa.  Given that local authorities are required 

to verify official documents and adoption records, travel arrangements should not be made until 

confirmation that all documents have been received for the child’s travel to Canada. 
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Adoption Finalization and Post Placement 

Very few international adoptions are finalized in Alberta, as most are completed in the child’s 

country of origin. Court sanctioned foreign adoption orders are recognized under Alberta’s Child, 

Youth and Family Enhancement Act, as long as they form a permanent child-parent relationship. 

In cases where the adoption must be completed in Alberta, the child is supervised in the adoptive 

home by an Alberta licensed adoption agency. In Hague or government international adoptions, 

the Alberta licensed adoption agencies are given delegation to prepare and complete legal 

documents with the adoptive parents and their references and to file the adoption application in 

the Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench. A Justice processes the adoptions without the need for a 

court hearing unless extraordinary issues need to be addressed. 

Privately arranged international adoptions cannot be finalized in Alberta.  

In order to finalize an international adoption through the Alberta Court of Queen’s Bench, you 

must provide: 

 A Home Study Report completed by an Alberta licensed adoption agency and approved 

by the Ministry. Original signatures are required for Court purposes; 

 Post Placement Reports completed by an Alberta licensed adoption agency; 

 Confirmation from Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada that the child is a 

permanent resident in Canada; and 

 Documents specified in Section 63 of the Alberta Child, Youth and Family Enhancement 

Act. 

Post Placement Reports before and after completion of the adoption are required by most 

countries of origin. These are completed by an Alberta licensed adoption agency social worker. 

Families are responsible for translating the report, if required. If the adoption is to be finalized in 

Alberta, the report, translation and photographs are forwarded to the child’s country by Alberta 

Adoption Services. 

Adoptive families must prepare a document that outlines their commitment to obtain supervision 

and post-placement reports through an Alberta licensed adoption agency and to register the child 

with the appropriate consulate/embassy. 

International adoptions involve the laws of the child’s country, the province of Alberta and the 

country of Canada. It is necessary to respect the requirements of all jurisdictions. Failure on the 

part of adoptive parents to comply with foreign requirements could result in the 

suspension of adoptions from that country. Countries are very concerned about the well-
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being of their internationally adopted children and wish to be assured that the children continue to 

do well in their new families during the post adoption period. 

Arrival in Alberta 

Steps to complete:  

 Advise Alberta Adoption Services of your child’s arrival in Alberta to assist with tracking 

the timeline for the process and to ensure continued positive relationships with countries 

of origin. 

 Add the child to your Alberta Health Care and any other medical benefit package. 

 Visit your family doctor and have a complete medical examination conducted.   

 Update your child’s immunizations. 

 Name a guardian for your child and have your lawyer prepare the necessary documents. 

 Arrange for a developmental assessment and therapy through an early intervention 

program, if needed. 

 Change your child’s name, if needed. 

 Apply for Canadian citizenship after the adoption is finalized, if the child entered Canada 

as a permanent resident. 

 Review eligibility and apply for parental leave benefits and federal child benefits. 

Adoption Offences  

For both domestic and international adoptions, there are restrictions on payments associated with 

the adoption. For adoptions governed by the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act, 

applicants must take note of the following sections:  

Prohibition 83 

1. No person shall give or receive or agree to give or receive any payment or reward, 

whether direct or indirect,  

a. to procure or assist in procuring or  

b. to place or facilitate the placement of a child for the purposes of an adoption in or 

outside Alberta 

2. Subsection (1) does not apply to reasonable fees, expenses or disbursements paid to  

a. a qualified person in respect of the preparation of a Home Study Report pursuant 

to this Part 

b. a lawyer in respect of legal services provided in connection with an adoption 
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c. a physician in respect of medical services provided to a child who is the subject 

of an adoption or  

d. a licensed adoption agency, if the fees, expenses or disbursements are 

prescribed in the regulations 

Prohibition 84 

No person other than the following shall place or facilitate the placement of a child for the purpose 

of an adoption 

1. a parent of the child 

2. a director  

3. a licensed adoption agency 

4. the Minister  

Prohibition 85 

No person shall publish in any form or by any means an advertisement dealing with the adoption 

of a child. 

Offence 86 

1. Any person and any officer or employee of a corporation who contravenes Section 83 or 

84 is guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty and fine.  

Prohibition 62(1)(3)  

No application for an adoption order shall be filed in respect of a child unless the child is a 

Canadian citizen or has been lawfully admitted for permanent residence.  

Emergency Situations and Intercountry Adoptions   

As a result of natural or man-made disasters such as earthquakes, floods or civil wars, children 

may become separated from their parents.  Such separation is very often temporary, even if it 

lasts for several years. Before adoption is considered for these children, priority must be given to 

reuniting them with their families. Adoption abroad can only be considered on the basis of a 

professional decision that there are no possibilities for a given child to live with his or her parents 

or extended family, and no suitable opportunities for remaining in the country exist. In the 

immediate aftermath of an emergency situation, international adoption is not an appropriate 

measure. Exceptions could be made for children who had been matched for adoption and 

accepted by adoptive families prior to the disaster. 
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Searching Adoption Records  

Later in life, your child may want more information about his or her birth parents. Alberta operates 

a Post Adoption Registry that provides this information for adoptees whose adoption was 

finalized in Alberta.  

If the adoption was not finalized in Alberta, your child may contact the province or country where 

the adoption was granted, after reaching age 18.  

Provision of Intercountry Adoption Services When 
Adoptee is 18 Years of Age or Older 

Adoption services does not have legislated authority to commence intercountry adoption services 

once a child has reached adulthood. 

Provision of Intercountry Adoption Services Post 
Adoption 

Alberta’s Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act requires that a resident of Alberta who 

wishes to adopt a child who is not lawfully admitted to reside in Canada must apply to a director, 

in accordance with the regulations, for approval to proceed with the placement of the child. 

Section 7 of the adoption regulation indicates that an applicant shall not proceed with an 

international adoption until a director has approved the applicant’s Home Study Report. 

Alberta Adoption Services may authorize the completion of a Home Study Report in cases like 

these, but upon completion of the report and upon the request of Immigration, Refugees and 

Citizenship Canada, a letter will be issued indicating that the Home Study Report was completed 

after the adoption order was granted. As such, legislated provincial requirements were not 

followed before the adoption order was granted. 
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Part Two: Adoption Procedures 
The international adoption process is complicated by the fact that different jurisdictions have 

different laws and procedures. The following procedures provide a detailed process designed to 

assist Albertans wishing to adopt children who reside outside of Canada. Since the procedures 

vary based on the type of international adoption being completed, each will be presented 

separately below. 

Adoption Application 

Regardless of the type of international adoption, the process begins with the completion of the 

government regulated International Adoption Application Form (ADOP2777), which is available 

through Alberta licensed adoption agencies or through the Alberta Adoption Services website 

http://www.humanservices.alberta.ca/adoption/15548.html (Select International Adoption 

Application ADOP2777). 

 Once the application form is completed, mail, email or fax it to Alberta Adoption Services.  

 Alberta Adoption Services will review the application. 

 Adoption Services will advise you of the requirements of your adoption. 

 Adoption Services may provide authorization for the applicants to obtain a Home Study 

Report from an Alberta licensed adoption agency unless the Minister has declared the 

country unacceptable for the purpose of international adoption. 

Responsibilities of the Sending and Receiving Central 
Authorities Under the Hague Convention 

Sending Country (child’s country of origin): 

 Determines that the child is eligible for an international adoption and that there are no 

suitable families for the child domestically; 

 Obtains consent to the adoption from child’s parents/guardians; 

 Selects the adoptive parents for the child from the documentation provided by the 

Receiving Central Authority (Alberta); 

 Forwards the child’s matching referral to Alberta’s Central Authority; 

 Places the child with the adoptive family; 

 Finalizes the Adoption Order in the majority of cases; and 

 Ensures the child has the required documentation to travel to Canada. 
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Receiving Country (Alberta): 

 Provides training and approves applicants as adoptive parents, according to provincial 

standards; 

 Sends adoptive parents’ dossier to the child’s country of origin; 

 Receives the matching referral on the child and agrees to or declines the match; 

 Provides authorization for an Alberta licensed adoption agency to propose the child to the 

adoptive family; 

 Provides documentation to Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada to assist with 

the immigration process; and 

 Provides authorization for an Alberta licensed adoption agency to finalize adoption, when 

required. 

Procedures for Hague Convention Adoptions 

 
1. Adoptive family applies on ADOP2777, 

International Adoption Application, and 

forwards it to Alberta Adoption Services.   

2. Alberta Adoption Services determines if 

the application is acceptable and 

advises applicants of issues that may 

impact the adoption. Additional issues 

may become apparent during the 

adoption process. 

3. If the application is accepted, Alberta 

Adoption Services authorizes the 

applicants to obtain a Home Study 

Report from an Alberta licensed 

adoption agency. 

4. Applicants complete the agency’s 

adoption training. 

5. Licensed adoption agency completes 

Home Study Report and, once reviewed 

and signed by adoptive parents and 

agency staff, forwards the report to 

Alberta Adoption Services for provincial 

approval.  

6. Alberta Adoption Services reviews the 

Home Study Report. 

7. If Adoption Services approves the 

applicants for international adoption, the 

original Home Study Report and 

approval letters are forwarded to the 

applicants by XpressPost mail. 

(Applicants need to claim the 

XpressPost mail at the Post Office or at 

another designated site.)   

Note: Approval of the Home Study 

Report does not constitute approval of 

the adoptive match.  

8. The applicants gather the Home Study 

Report and all other required documents 

and compile them into an adoption 

dossier. It is recommended that the 

applicants obtain the services of an 
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adoption agency/coordinator to assist 

them in compiling the dossier. 

9. The applicant/agency/coordinator 

arranges for the dossier to be 

translated, notarized, authenticated and 

legalized according to the requirements 

of the child’s country of origin. 

10. The applicant/agency/coordinator 

forwards the completed dossier, along 

with the required number of copies, to 

Alberta Adoption Services. A copy of the 

dossier is retained on file at Adoption 

Services. 

11. Alberta Adoption Services forwards the 

dossier, by the applicants’ courier 

account, to the Central Authority in the 

child’s country of origin and requests the 

dossier be reviewed and the family 

considered for matching. A request may 

also be made to forward the dossier to 

an agency approved by the Central 

Authority to facilitate an international 

adoption. 

12. The applicants contact Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada to 

complete the forms required to sponsor 

a child. The sponsorship approval 

confirms that the applicants have 

sufficient income to sponsor a child.  It 

does not provide approval for the child 

to enter Canada as a permanent 

resident.   

13. Alberta Adoption Services corresponds 

with the applicants and the child’s 

country until all information required by 

the child’s country is complete.  

Note: Based on the administrative 

practices in other countries, there may 

be delays in receiving confirmation that 

the dossier has been received and 

registered by the child’s country of 

origin. 

14. The Central Authority or delegate in the 

originating country selects a child to be 

matched with the applicants in Alberta. 

15. The matching referral, which includes 

the child’s description, a photograph, 

confirmation of the child’s eligibility for 

international adoption, medical and 

background information, is forwarded by 

the child’s country.  

16. Alberta Adoption Services will contact 

the coordinator or the translator if the 

“match” requires translation. Translation 

costs are at the applicants’ expense.  

17. Alberta Adoption Services reviews the 

“match”. If appropriate, Alberta Adoption 

Services provides the referral 

information to the family’s Alberta 

licensed adoption agency. The agency 

proposes the match to the applicants 

and forwards all information to them, 

including a “Letter of 

Acceptance/Decline”. 

18. The applicants discuss the information 

with their family doctor and/or 

appropriate specialists at the Calgary or 

Edmonton Adoption Clinics. 
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19. The applicants advise Alberta Adoption 

Services of their decision regarding 

adoption of the proposed child by 

completing the Letter of 

Acceptance/Decline. 

20. Alberta Adoption Services advises the 

Central Authority in the child’s country of 

origin of Alberta’s agreement and the 

applicants’ decision by forwarding the 

Notification of Agreement Letter. 

21. If Alberta Adoption Services approves 

the match and the applicants agree to 

the adoption of the child, the child’s 

Central Authority arranges for the child’s 

travel and finalization of the adoption in 

Court. 

22. When the sponsorship application has 

been approved Immigration, Refugees 

and Citizenship Canada sends it to the 

Visa Office of the Canadian Embassy 

responsible for the child’s country of 

origin.   

23. If all requirements for admission to 

Canada have been met, the Visa Office 

will issue a letter that confirms that the 

child meets immigration requirements. A 

visa will be issued once the adoption 

procedures are finalized according to 

the country’s requirements.  There is no 

estimated timeline for completion of 

this process, and it will vary by 

country. In a small number of cases, 

adoption orders are finalized in Alberta.   

24. The adoptive parents travel to the child’s 

country to receive placement. Alberta 

Adoption Services should be advised of 

the travel plans. 

25. Upon the adoption order being granted 

in the child’s country, the adoptive 

parents advise the Canadian Embassy 

who provides a visa and passport to 

allow the child to travel to Alberta.  

26. When the adoptive parents and child 

arrive in Alberta, they advise Alberta 

Adoption Services. 

27. Post placement/post adoption follow-up 

reports, as required by the child’s 

country of origin, are provided by an 

Alberta licensed adoption agency, at the 

request and expense of the adoptive 

parents. 

28. If the adoption is being finalized in 

Alberta, the child’s placement is 

supervised by an Alberta licensed 

adoption agency. The child’s country 

provides consent to the adoption and 

the application is prepared and filed in 

court by the Alberta licensed adoption 

agency. 
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Procedures for Government Adoption for Non-Hague 
Countries 
 

1. Adoptive family applies on ADOP2777, 

International Adoption Application, and 

forwards it to Alberta Adoption Services.   

2. Alberta Adoption Services determines if 

the application is acceptable and 

advises applicants of issues that may 

impact the adoption. Additional issues 

may become apparent during the 

adoption process. 

3. If the application is accepted, Alberta 

Adoption Services authorizes the 

applicants to obtain a Home Study 

Report from an Alberta licensed 

adoption agency. 

4. Applicants complete the agency’s 

adoption training.  

5. Licensed adoption agency completes 

the Home Study Report and, once 

reviewed and signed by the adoptive 

parents and agency staff, forwards the 

report to Alberta Adoption Services for 

provincial approval.  

6. Alberta Adoption Services reviews the 

Home Study Report. 

7. If Alberta Adoption Services approves 

the applicants for international adoption, 

the original Home Study Report and 

letters of approval are forwarded to the 

applicants by XpressPost mail. 

(Applicants need to claim the 

XpressPost mail at the Post Office or at 

another designated site.)   

Note: Approval of the Home Study 

Report does not constitute approval of 

the adoptive match.  

8. The applicants gather the Home Study 

Report and all other required documents 

and compile them into an adoption 

dossier. It is recommended that the 

applicants obtain the services of an 

adoption agency/coordinator to assist 

them in compiling the dossier. 

9. The applicant/agency/coordinator 

arranges for the dossier to be 

translated, notarized, authenticated and 

legalized according to the legal 

requirements of the child’s country  

of origin. 

10. The applicant/agency/coordinator 

forwards the completed dossier, along 

with the required number of copies, to 

Alberta Adoption Services. A copy of the 

dossier is retained on file at Adoption 

Services. 

11. The applicants contact Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada to 

complete the forms required to sponsor 

a child. The sponsorship approval 

confirms that the applicants have 

sufficient income to sponsor a child. It 

does not provide approval for the child 
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to enter Canada as a permanent 

resident.   

12. Alberta Adoption Services forwards the 

dossier, by courier, to the government 

authority in the child’s country of origin 

and requests the dossier be reviewed 

and the family considered for matching. 

A request may also be made to forward 

the dossier to an agency approved by 

the child’s country to facilitate an 

international adoption. 

13. Alberta Adoption Services corresponds 

with the applicants and the child’s 

country until all the information required 

by the child’s country is complete.   

Note: Based on the administrative 

practices in other countries there may 

be delays in receiving confirmation that 

the dossier has been received and 

registered by the child’s country of 

origin. 

14. The originating country selects a child to 

be matched with the applicants in 

Alberta. 

15. The matching referral, which includes 

the child’s description, a photograph, 

confirmation of the child’s eligibility for 

international adoption, medical and 

background information, is forwarded by 

the agency in the child’s country directly 

to Alberta Adoption Services. 

16. Alberta Adoption Services will contact 

the coordinator or the translator if the 

“match” requires translation.  

17. Alberta Adoption Services reviews the 

“match”.  If appropriate, Alberta 

Adoption Services provides the referral 

information to the family’s Alberta 

licensed adoption agency. The agency 

proposes the match to the applicants 

and forwards all information to them, 

including a “Letter of 

Acceptance/Decline”. 

18. The applicants discuss the information 

with their family doctor and/or 

appropriate specialists at the Edmonton 

or Calgary Adoption Clinics.  

19. The applicants advise Adoption 

Services of their decision regarding 

adoption of the proposed child by 

completing the Letter of 

Acceptance/Decline. 

20. Alberta Adoption Services advises the 

child’s country of Alberta’s and the 

applicants’ decision regarding the 

match. If accepting the match, Alberta 

Adoption Services forwards a Letter of 

No Objection to the Canadian Embassy 

abroad that is responsible for the child’s 

country. The applicants receive a copy 

of the letter by XpressPost mail. 

21. If Alberta Adoption Services approves 

the match, and if the applicant agrees to 

the adoption of the child, the child’s 

agency or coordinator arranges for the 

finalization of the adoption order abroad, 

as well as the child’s passport and visa. 

22. When the sponsorship application has 

been approved, Immigration, Refugees 
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and Citizenship Canada sends it to the 

Visa Office of the Canadian Embassy 

responsible for the child’s country of 

origin.   

23. The applicants travel to the child’s 

country to receive placement. Alberta 

Adoption Services should be advised of 

the travel plans.  

24. When the adoptive parents and child 

arrive in Alberta, they advise Alberta 

Adoption Services.  

25. Post placement/post adoption follow-up 

reports, as required by the child’s 

country of origin, are provided by an 

Alberta licensed adoption agency at the 

request and expense of the adoptive 

parents.  

26. If the adoption is being finalized in 

Alberta, the child’s placement is 

supervised by an Alberta licensed 

adoption agency. The child’s country 

provides consent to the adoption and 

the application is prepared and filed in 

Court by the Alberta licensed adoption 

agency. 

 

Procedures for Private International Adoption 

Private international adoptions can only be processed under the following circumstances: 

 The child’s country of origin is not a member of the Hague Convention;  

 The adoption can be finalized by the court in the child’s country of origin 

o Guardianship Orders are not Adoption Orders;  

 The country recognizes the legal concept of adoption as understood by Canadian law 

and international treaties such as the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption;  

 The child is not in government care; and 

 The child’s country does not require any involvement from Alberta in the adoption 

process. 

Note: The adoptive parents must ensure the above, prior to beginning a private international 

adoption.  

1. Adoptive family applies on ADOP2777, 

International Adoption Application, and 

forwards it to Alberta Adoption Services.   

2. Alberta Adoption Services determines if 

the application is acceptable and 

advises applicants of issues that may 

impact the privately arranged adoption. 

Additional issues may become apparent 

during the adoption process. 

3. If the application is accepted, Alberta 

Adoption Services authorizes the 

applicants to obtain a Home Study 
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Report from an Alberta licensed 

adoption agency. 

4. Applicants complete the agency’s 

adoption training.  

5. Alberta licensed adoption agency 

completes the Home Study Report and, 

once reviewed and signed by the 

adoptive parents and agency staff, 

forwards the report to Alberta Adoption 

Services for provincial approval.  

6. Alberta Adoption Services reviews the 

Home Study Report. 

7. If Adoption Services approves the 

applicants for international adoption, the 

original approved Home Study Report is 

forwarded to the applicants by 

XpressPost mail. (Applicants need to 

claim the XpressPost mail at the Post 

Office or at another designated site.)   

Note:  Approval of the Home Study 

Report does not constitute approval of 

the adoptive match.  

8. The applicants arrange the adoption 

directly with the child’s country of origin, 

according to the legislation of that 

country. Alberta Adoption Services has 

no role in the facilitation, matching, 

processing or finalization of the 

adoption. 

9. The adoptive parents finalize the 

adoption and obtain the adoption order 

in the child’s country.  The Adoption 

Order must have the same effect as one 

granted in Alberta. 

10. The adoptive parents contact 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 

Canada to complete the forms required 

to sponsor a child. The sponsorship 

approval means that the applicants have 

sufficient income to sponsor a child. It 

does not mean that the child will be 

allowed to enter Canada as a 

permanent resident.   

11. Adoptive family sends a copy and 

translation of the Adoption Order 

obtained from the court in the child’s 

country to Alberta Adoption Services.   

12. Alberta Adoption Services issues a 

Letter of No Involvement in cases where 

an Adoption Order (not Guardianship 

Order) has been obtained in the child’s 

country of origin and sends it to the 

Canadian Embassy abroad that is 

responsible for the child’s country.  A 

copy of the letter is provided to the 

family by XpressPost mail. The Letter of 

No Involvement will indicate whether or 

not the family met Alberta’s legislation 

(application, training on adoption and 

Home Study Report approved by 

Alberta Adoption Services). 

13.  The adoptive family is responsible for 

obtaining the passport and immigration 

documentation for the child and for 

making all travel arrangements. 
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International Adoption by Canadian Citizens/Habitual 
Alberta Residents Temporarily Living Abroad 

If you are Canadian citizens temporarily living abroad and wish to process an international 

adoption as Alberta residents, you must provide evidence that you are habitual residents of 

Alberta. This allows Alberta Adoption Services to determine whether Alberta has jurisdiction to 

deal with your application. 

Note: If you have not lived in Alberta for two or more years, you will not be considered a habitual 

resident. 

The following documents will assist in determining your status of residency in Alberta: 

 Property tax bills showing that you currently keep a residence in Alberta or own property 

here 

 A letter from your employer showing you are planning to return to Alberta in a relatively 

short period of time (under two years) 

Once your habitual residence has been established, the following process will be in place: 

Adoptions under the Hague Convention or those facilitated by the 

government: 

 You will need to arrange for a bona fide agency in the country where you are currently 

residing to conduct your Home Study Report (according to Alberta’s requirements). 

Alberta Adoption Services must agree that the agency selected may complete the report. 

Alberta Adoption Services must also review the report and provide provincial approval. 

 You will send the adoption dossier and all other required documentation to Alberta 

Adoption Services for forwarding to the child’s country of origin. 

 The country of origin proposes the match to Alberta Adoption Services, who will contact 

you with respect to the referred child.   

Note: Some countries are not willing to place their children with “habitual residents” who do not 

reside in the provincial jurisdiction. It is the responsibility of applicants to confirm that the child’s 

country is willing to place a child in a third country and confirm this to Alberta Adoption Services.  

 If in agreement, Alberta Adoption Services will provide the Letter of No Objection or 

Notification of Agreement in support of the child’s entry into Canada. 

 You will need to obtain the necessary documents for the child’s entry into the country 

where you currently reside. You will need to satisfy the child’s country that the child will 
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be supervised in the adoptive home by a competent authority and that post-placement 

reports will be provided.  

Privately arranged adoptions, finalized in the child’s country of 

origin: 

 Fax a copy and translation of the finalized adoption order to: 

Adoption Services 

Children’s Services  

 

10th Floor, Sterling Place 

9940 – 106 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2N2 

Fax: 780-427-2048 

 Alberta Adoption Services will mail a Letter of No Involvement to the Canadian 

Embassy/High Commission responsible for your child’s country.  You will receive a copy 

of this letter for your records. 

Note: Arranging international adoptions on behalf of habitual residents of Alberta who are 

temporarily living abroad is extremely complex, and you may encounter significant delays based 

on the questions/issues that arise in various jurisdictions. It is strongly recommended that you 

wait to process the adoption until you return to Alberta.   

Expatriate Albertans Living Abroad  

There are many Canadian citizens who live abroad and wish to adopt children in their country of 

residence or in a third country. Frequently, such Canadians are asked by foreign adoption 

authorities for a letter from a Canadian authority approving the adoption and indicating that the 

child will be permitted entry to Canada.  

Although Canadian provinces and territories have jurisdiction over adoption, they have no authority 

to issue Letters of No Objection for Canadians living outside their borders. Therefore, Canadians 

abroad have turned to the federal government and its missions overseas for help. In response, 

Global Affairs and Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada have collaborated to produce a 

standard letter that can be issued by Canadian missions to Canadian residents abroad who wish 

to adopt a child. 

The letter from the mission is used in conjunction with a letter from the applicants’ former 

province of residence.  
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If you are a former resident of Alberta living abroad and wish to adopt a child in your country of 

residence or in a third country, please contact the Canadian embassy/consulate/high commission 

where you live to initiate the ex-patriate Canadian adoption process. 
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Part Three: Resources 
Useful Addresses and Telephone Numbers  

International Adoption Clinics 

Calgary: 403-955-2200; Fax: 403-955-2853 

Edmonton: 780-735-4605; Fax: 780-735-4071  

For more information about Adoption Disclosure 

Post Adoption Registry 

Telephone: 780-427-6387 

E-mail: CS.PostAdoptionRegistry@gov.ab.ca 

Website: www.humanservices.alberta.ca/adoption/14846 

For all immigration matters 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada Case Processing Centre 

P.O. Box 6100, Station A 

Mississauga, Ontario L5A 4H4 

Toll-Free: 1-888-242-2100 

For information regarding adoption leave/employment insurance 

Employment Insurance 

Telephone: 1-800-206-7218 

For lawyer referral services 

Law Society of Alberta 

Telephone: 1-800-661-1095 

For more information and bibliographies of available books on telling children they are adopted, 

audio tapes, newsletters, videotapes 

The Adoption Council of Canada 

416-2249 Carling Avenue 

Ottawa, Ontario K2B 7E9 

Telephone: 1-888-54-ADOPT (1-888-542-3678) 

Website: www.adoption.ca 

For information regarding authentication of documents or adoption requirements in the child’s 

country through foreign embassies in Canada 

Reference Canada 

Telephone: 1-800-667-3355-30 

mailto:CS.PostAdoptionRegistry@gov.ab.ca
http://www.humanservices.alberta.ca/adoption/14846
http://www.adoption.ca/
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Licensed Adoption Agencies in Alberta 

 

Adoption By Choice 

Calgary 

#250, 3115-12 Street NE T2E 7J2 

Telephone: 403-245-8854 

Fax: 403-245-8897 

Toll-Free: 1-800-570-2835 

E-mail: calgary@adoptionbychoice.ca 

Website: www.adoptionbychoice.ca 

Edmonton 

Suite 2020, Tower 1,  

10060 Jasper Avenue, T5J 3R8 

Telephone: 780-448-1159 

Fax: 780-454-9391 

E-mail: edmonton@adoptionbychoice.ca 

 

 

Adoption Options 

Calgary 

Macleod Place II, #207 

5940 Macleod Trail S T2H 2G4 

Telephone: 403-270-8228 

Fax: 403-270-3929 

Toll-Free: 1-800-770-3023 

E-mail: aocal@adoptionoptions.com 

Website: www.adoptionoptions.com  

Edmonton 

#304, 10109-106 Street, T5J 3L7 

Telephone: 780-433-5656 

Fax: 780-447-4763 

E-mail: aoedm@adoptionoptions.com 

 

Christian Adoption Services 

Calgary 

201B, 9705 Horton Road SW 

Calgary T2V 2X5 

Telephone: 403-256-3224 

Fax: 403-256-8367 

Toll-Free: 1-877-256-3224 

E-mail: info@christianadoption.ab.ca 

Website: www.christianadoption.ab.ca 

Edmonton  

Telephone: 780-438-3455 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Miracles Adoption 

Suite 2020, Scotia Place, Tower 1  

10060 Jasper Avenue T5J 3R8 

Telephone: 780-421-1177 

Fax: 780-665-4901 

E-mail: info@smallmiraclesadoption.com 

Website: www.smallmiraclesadoption.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:calgary@adoptionbychoice.ca
http://www.adoptionbychoice.ca/
mailto:edmonton@adoptionbychoice.ca
mailto:aocal@adoptionoptions.com
http://www.adoptionoptions.com/
mailto:aoedm@adoptionoptions.com
mailto:info@christianadoption.ab.ca
http://www.christianadoption.ab.ca/
mailto:info@smallmiraclesadoption.com
http://www.smallmiraclesadoption.com/
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Frequently Asked Questions 
1. What is The Hague Convention? 

The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co-operation in 

Respect of Intercountry Adoption, Convention 33 (Hague Convention) protects children and 

their families against the risks of illegal, irregular, premature or ill-prepared adoptions. This 

Convention, which operates through a system of national Central Authorities, reinforces the 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (Art. 21) and seeks to ensure that intercountry 

adoptions are made in the best interests of the child and with respect for his or her 

fundamental rights, and to prevent the abduction, the sale of, or trafficking in children. 

(www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/specialised-sections/intercountry-adoption) 

Canada ratified the Hague Convention on April 1, 1997. Not all countries are part of the 

Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption. When a country has become a member of the 

Hague Convention, all of the requirements under the Convention must be met with respect to 

international adoption. You can visit the website above for additional information on the 

Convention. 

2. Can I adopt from any country under the Hague Convention? 

Although many countries are members of the Hague Convention, membership does not 

mean that they have an intercountry adoption program.  Individual countries determine how 

they implement the Hague Convention and whether or not international adoptions occur. 

3. Can I do a private adoption from a Hague Convention country? 

No. Private adoptions are not allowed under the Hague Convention. All of the requirements 

under the Hague Convention must be met, and the Central Authorities of both Alberta and the 

child’s country of origin must be involved in the process. 

What if I am a citizen of that country?  

The adoption process is based on where the applicant(s) and the child reside.  

What if the adoption is of a relative?  

The Hague Convention applies to both relative and non-relative adoptions. The Central 

Authority of the child’s country will need to determine if the adoption is possible and/or 

appropriate. 
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4. Can I adopt from more than one country?  

Yes, but per the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act, there must be at least 12 months 

between the adoption of children. If you are placed with a child from one country, your file will 

be placed on hold with the second country for a period of time.  

5. Do I have to complete a Home Study Report?  

Yes. According to Alberta’s Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act, a person who wishes 

to adopt internationally must apply to the director to proceed with an international adoption, 

receive training on preparation for international adoption and have a Home Study Report 

completed. This is the requirement for all international adoptions (Hague, Non-Hague 

Government and Private). 

Can anyone do this report?  

International Home Study Reports can only be completed by social workers employed by 

an Alberta licensed adoption agency. The report must then receive provincial approval. 

6. How much does it cost? 

The cost of an international adoption ranges from $30,000 to $50,000 USD. You can expect 

fees for the completion of adoption training, Home Study Report, Criminal Record Checks, 

medical examinations, coordinators, country fees and immigration related matters. Some 

adoptions exceed this amount and increased wait times will result in additional fees to ensure 

your file is current. 

7. How long does it take?  

International adoption is a lengthy process that can range from as little as six months to as 

long as 10 years. The wait times vary by country and could be lengthened based on issues 

occurring within the child’s country of origin or due to the relationship between countries. 

Countries can open and close their programs at any time, which will affect the length of the 

adoption process. There is no guarantee that your adoption will be successful. 

8. Can I adopt more than one child at a time?  

The Alberta Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act requires at least 12 months between 

the placement of two unrelated children, except in the case of siblings (brother, sisters, 

related by blood).  
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9. Can I adopt as a single person? Who determines eligibility?  

Each country determines the eligibility criteria for adoptive parents. Some have restrictions on 

age, marital status and medical conditions, while other countries specify income requirements 

and religious affiliation. The Alberta government does not determine this criterion.  

10. Is a Guardianship Order the same as an Adoption Order? 

No. Adoption Orders terminate the existing parent-child relationship. Guardianship orders 

only grant guardianship to an applicant.  In order for a guardian to have a permanent parent-

child relationship with the child, an Adoption Order must be granted.   

11. What is a Notification of Agreement letter?  

Notifications of Agreement are issued by the Alberta Central Authority when, in accordance 

with the Hague Convention:  

 The adoptive parents have received adoption counseling and have been assessed as 

eligible and suitable to adopt; 

 The child’s sending country has received a copy of the Home Study Report and adoption 

documents; 

 The child’s country has provided proof that the necessary consents to the adoption were 

obtained in accordance with the Hague Convention; 

 The adoptive parents received the report on the child and are in agreement with 

proceeding with the child’s placement; and 

 The Central Authorities in the child’s country and Alberta have agreed that the adoption 

may proceed. 

12. What is a Letter of No Objection? 

Letters of No Objection are issued in cases of a government adoption from a country that is 

not part of the Hague Convention. The Alberta government will issue this letter when Alberta 

requirements and the requirements of the sending country have been met. Like Hague 

Convention adoptions, the Alberta government must receive confirmation from the child’s 

country that proper consents to the adoption have been obtained and the child has been 

deemed eligible for international adoption. The Alberta Central Authority indicates that they 

have no objection to the placement being made.  Letters of No Objection can only be issued 

for cases where the Alberta government has been involved in the adoption process as 

outlined in the Procedures section of this Guidebook.  
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13. What is a Letter of No Involvement?  

Letters of No Involvement are issued for private adoptions from non-Hague/non-government 

adoption countries, when a translated adoption order has been provided to Adoption 

Services. The Alberta government indicates that the adoption was a private matter, in which 

Alberta was not involved and will indicate whether or not adoption training and a home study 

report have been completed. 

14. Can I adopt as an Alberta resident if I am temporarily living outside of Canada?  

Yes. Please refer to section on Habitual Residents Temporarily Living Abroad and Expatriate 

Albertans Living Abroad. 

15. What is a Coordinator?  

A Coordinator is an individual/agency who prepares documentation on the family’s behalf, 

makes travel/hotel arrangements and arranges for a translator in the child’s country of origin. 

Alberta does not license, monitor or endorse individuals/agencies that arrange international 

adoptions in foreign countries. It is the family’s responsibility to ensure they choose a 

reputable resource that is authorized to arrange and finalize adoptions in the child’s country 

of origin.  

Can I use a Coordinator in another country? 

For adoptions from a Hague Convention country, you may only use a Coordinator in 

Canada. 

Can a Lawyer process my adoption?  

Only if the lawyer is authorized to coordinate international adoptions in the child’s country 

of origin.  The requirements of both the sending and receiving countries must be met.     

16. How does the immigration process work?  

Please contact Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada for information on all 

immigration matters: https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html 

 

17. What kind of support is available for adoptive parents after the adoption?  

International adoptees, as permanent residents or Canadian citizens, have the same status 

as children resident in Canada. As such, they are entitled to the same benefits, such as 

Alberta Health Care. Other than these types of benefits, there is no provincial program for 

support, financial or otherwise, for international adoptees. Children may be eligible for 

services through the Family Supports for Children with Disabilities (FSCD) program. 


