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Investigation of Edmonton man’s death following arrest 
  
On Nov. 15, 2019, the Alberta Serious Incident Response Team (ASIRT) was directed to 
investigate the circumstances surrounding the arrest and detention of a 28-year-old man, whose 
condition deteriorated while in custody. 
On Nov. 14, 2019 at approximately 8 a.m., Edmonton Police Service (EPS) officers responded to 
the University of Alberta to assist peace officers from U of A Protective Services with a 28-year-old 
man in custody. The peace officers had located the man trespassing inside the University of Alberta 
Student Union building at 8900 114 Street, lying on a bench, wearing only sweat pants, with no shirt 
or shoes. The man appeared extremely intoxicated and had difficulty standing. The man was 
determined to have been in violation of his bail conditions and probation order, and was arrested 
accordingly.    
EPS officers noted the man was shaking and unable to sit still. He appeared to be intoxicated to the 
point that he could not walk without assistance. At Southwest Division, shortly after 9 a.m., police 
had the man medically assessed and he was cleared for custody. Once transported to the EPS 
Detainee Management Unit, at 2 p.m., the man was medically assessed again and cleared for 
custody. When transported to the Edmonton Remand Centre, however, a third medical assessment 
raised concerns and the man was transported to hospital.   
The man’s condition continued to deteriorate and, tragically, on Nov. 16, 2019, the man was 
declared deceased. ASIRT investigators had the opportunity to meet with family members prior to 
the man’s death and we would like to extend our sincere condolences in the loss of their loved one. 
 
Because the man’s condition deteriorated while in custody, the EPS provided notification under s. 
46.1 of the Police Act and the direction was made that ASIRT would investigate. In this case, it is 
not yet known whether the man’s deteriorating condition was the result of a medical event or injury. 
ASIRT’s investigation will focus on whether police conduct caused or contributed to the man’s 
deteriorating condition and death.  
 
As ASIRT’s investigation is now underway, no further information will be released until the matter is 
concluded. 
 
ASIRT’s mandate is to effectively, independently and objectively investigate incidents involving 
Alberta’s police that have resulted in serious injury or death to any person, as well as serious or 
sensitive allegations of police misconduct. 
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Media inquiries may be directed to: 
ASIRT media line 
780-641-9099 
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