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Available grants for agripreneurs
Agri-Processing Automation and Efficiency – Crop  
Agri-Processing Automation and Efficiency – Livestock
These two programs are designed to help crop and livestock 
producers and processors invest in new processing equipment 
and adopt improved processes and best practices to increase 
capacity, competitiveness and profitability.

Agri-Processing Product and Market Development – Crop 
Agri-Processing Product and Market Development – Livestock
These two programs help crop and meat processors, producers 
and producer groups invest in new and innovative ways of  
getting Alberta-made products into new markets. 

Agricultural Watershed Enhancement *
This program facilitates the delivery of  targeted, comprehensive 
extension programs, increased uptake of  wetland restoration 
and riparian health beneficial management practices (BMPs), 
and realize significant and measurable changes within high risk 
watershed areas, focused on addressing water quality issues. 

Animal Health Biosecurity Producer*
This program helps Alberta producers assess, determine and 
reduce biosecurity risks for disease in their operations through 
the implementation of  robust biosecurity practices.

Animal Health Biosecurity Delivery Agent
The purpose of  the program is to create awareness, educate and 
train individuals, determine risks and implement mitigations on 
biosecurity and disease risk management.

Business Management Skills Development
The purpose of  this program is to help Alberta’s new or 
established producers, agri-processing companies and producer 
groups improve their business management skills.

Business Opportunity
The purpose of  the program is to help Alberta’s new or 
established producers, agri-processing companies and producer 
groups enhance their competitiveness and growth prospects by 

  re you looking for ways to grow your operation 
  while searching to attract and keep strong, 
    well-informed employees?

The federal and provincial governments are committed to 
assisting the agriculture industry grow and evolve. With that 
purpose in mind, there are a number of  grants available to help 
you set and meet any future goals.

Growing Forward 2
The programs offered through Growing Forward 2 are designed 
to assist processors, farm service providers and animal health 
professionals, as well as municipalities and groups. Applications 
are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis and once the 
money is allocated the grant closes until the next fiscal year. 

If  you are interested in applying for any of  these grants, or  
would like to discuss them in more detail, contact the Ag-Info 
Centre at 310-3276. For program information visit 
growingforward.alberta.ca.

A

The Royal Canadian Mint is asking for your opinion for 
the 2017 designs. Of  the 25 finalists  

one is ‘Farmers - Our Lifeline.’

The Designer Katherine Moon 
of  Chatham, Ontario says her 
design is about our Canadian 
farmers. They are our lifeline 
for survival. They work 
endless hours to keep  

top quality meat, dairy, 
vegetables, fruit, eggs etc. on  

our tables every day.

The Royal Canadian Mint will reveal which design will go 
on each denomination in 2017. Click here to vote for your 
favorite design: www.mint.ca/store/coin-design-contest 

Vote for the farmer!

http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/
http://www.mint.ca/store/coin-design-contest/contest-vote-form.jsp?lang=en_CA&rcmeid=van_CoinDesignVote
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connecting them with expert business 
advice. 

Confined Feeding Operation Stewardship
This program helps Alberta livestock 
operations assess their potential risk 
to water quality and implement 
management practices or make 
infrastructure improvements that 
positively influence water quality.

Food Safety Systems-Producer
This program helps producers invest 
in equipment and tracking systems to 
improve On-Farm Food Safety practices. 

Food Safety Systems-Processor
The purpose of  the program is to help 
food processors invest in new or improved 
food safety systems and production 
practices. 

Food Safety Systems-Delivery Agent
The purpose of  the program is to deliver 
commodity-specific OFFS Programs 
and/or advance the development and 
implementation of  food safety systems 
by delivering courses, workshops and 
seminars, by developing and distributing 
resources, or by website development.

Irrigation Efficiency
This program helps producers invest in 
new or upgraded low-pressure centre 
pivot (LPCP) irrigation equipment for 
their operations.

Livestock Welfare-Producer*
This program helps livestock producers 
to adopt production practices that 
enhance humane animal care, enabling 
the livestock industry to meet emerging 
consumer expectations for the care and 
handling of  livestock. 

Livestock Welfare-Processor*
This program is to help meat processors 
improve animal handling and ensure 
humane slaughter at provincially or 
federally licensed meat and poultry facilities.

Livestock Welfare-Delivery Agent
This program enables the adoption 
of  nationally applicable livestock 
welfare best practices and technologies 
to enhance productive capacity and 
maintain social license for agri-food 
industries in Alberta.

On-Farm Energy Management
This program shares the cost of  
investments that improve energy 
efficiency on Alberta farms. 

On-Farm Stewardship
This program funds projects that help 
livestock and crop producers implement 
on-farm management practices in five 
areas that positively impact water quality.

On-Farm Water Management
This program provides technical 
assistance to agricultural producers 
to complete a Long-Term Water 
Management Plan (LTWMP), and shares 
the cost of  related enhancements of  their 
on-farm water supply management. 

Regional Water Supply – Strategic
This program will assist rural Alberta 
municipalities in assessing the feasibility 
of  developing water supply pipelines and 
related infrastructure. 

Traceability Pilot
This program helps producers, 
agribusinesses and non-profit 
organizations evaluate and recommend 
ideal traceability technologies that are 
practical and cost effective.

Traceability Technology Adoption
This program helps producers implement 
traceability technologies in their 
operations. 

* These programs are not accepting applications 
at this time. Check with the Ag-Info Centre at 
310-FARM (3276) so you are prepared to 
submit an application when the program opens.

Workforce  
Development Program
The Workforce Development Program 
(WDP) is designed to provide assistance 
to Alberta based agri-businesses to assess 
and adopt technologies and processes to 
increase worker productivity and works to 
help reduce worker turnover.

It offers two grants, Productivity 
Improvement Grant and Retention 
Improvement Grant.

The first is a grant which provides 
assistance to production companies to 
adopt new technologies, processes and 
training that improve worker productivity.

The second provides assistance for 
employers to contract consultants to 
review, improve and develop retention 
strategies which reduce worker turnover 
and create workforce stability.

The funding for both grants is to be 
used to contract third party expertise to 
undertake the activities.

For further information, visit  
agric.gov.ab.ca.

Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research 
Council of Canada
The Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of  Canada (NSERC)  
offers several university and college 
research and development partnership 
options. The program aims to connect 
companies to universities and colleges 
through three program streams.

It can help build research relationships or 
advance your research and development 
or help by finding highly qualified people 
to work with you in meeting your goals.

Some of  the advantages for companies 
participating in the NSERC programs 
include:

Continued on page 3

http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agp14322
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Bus Tour

2016 NAFDMA convention is coming to Vancouver and area 
January 31 – February 5, 2016. Mark the date and plan to attend. Save the Date!

-  Significant savings on research costs for 
participating companies

-  Projects are based on the company’s 
challenges or requirements

-  Access to expertise and advanced 
research facilities

-  Students employed by participating 
companies are potential future 
employees (1 in 6 are hired)

-  Peer reviewed project applications 
means the projects are feasible and 
quality controlled

An added benefit is that the applicant 
doesn’t have to find the researcher who 
can help them through their business 
challenges, NSERC will do that. And 
there is the opportunity to partner with 

Alberta Innovates Technology Futures 
on additional funding if  companies are 
looking to expand into Ontario or are 
keen to participate in cross provincial 
collaborations where companies in two 
provinces need to solve common business 
problems.

Other Grants
There are at least two other grants 
which may be of  interest in particular 
for farmers’ markets, local agricultural 
societies and similar not-for-profit 
organizations. 

The first is the Farm Credit Canada 
(FCC) AgriSpirit Fund which 
definitely is worth a look.

FCC AgriSpirit Fund is about enhancing 

rural communities. If  your organization 
is raising money for a capital project and 
your city or town has less than 150,000 
people, it may qualify for a donation 
between $5,000 and $25,000. 

Currently online applications are closed 
but remember to check back in early 
2016 for information on opening dates. 
Visit fcc-fac.ca.

The second grant is The Peavey 
Mart Community Agricultural 
Grant which provides a total of  
up to $50,000 each year to non-
profit groups who submit successful 
applications. Applications are available 
at peaveymartonline.com during the 
application period of  March 1 – May 31 
each year and the winner(s) are 
announced in September. 

Continued from page 2

Farmers’ market fun facts
Farmers’ markets exist to support a wide 
variety of  diverse community needs—
access to local food and unique artisan 
products, revitalize the community, a 
gathering place for community members 
to socialize, shop, learn about other 
community events, etc.

Here are a few fun facts about  
Alberta farmers’ markets:

•  There are currently 127 approved 
farmers’ markets serving 109 
communities across Alberta.

•  Farmers’ market staff visit markets to 
look for compliance with the provincial 
guidelines as well as compliance 
with the various pieces of  legislation 
(primarily food related) that impact 
vendors. All market managers receive 
a written report following the visit 
indicating areas for improvement.

•  Alberta Agriculture and Forestry is 
looking at best practices implemented in 
markets that help to make them successful 
and attractive shopping experiences. 
These will be compiled into a document 
that will help to guide extension efforts 
with market managers and boards.

•  The coordination of  the Edmonton-
area Markets Working Group has been 
turned over to the Alberta Farmers’ 
Market Association (AFMA) . Many 
of  the potential projects discussed over 
the past year relate directly to AFMA’s 
mandate. AFMA and the working group 
have embraced this opportunity and look 
forward to implementing a collaborative 
project in the coming months.

•  The AFMA is currently planning a one-
day convention for market managers 
and vendors slated for March 2016. 

This year’s annual tour visits interior 
BC and dips down into Washington 
State. The tour runs November 9-13, 
and registrations are accepted until 
October 16 (see attached registration 
form). A few planned stops include:

• Planet Bee Honey Farm & Meadery
• Lepp Farm Market
• Davison Orchards Country Village
• The Jammery
• Quail’s Gate Winery

https://www.fcc-fac.ca
http://peaveymartonline.com


choose you. Discover tools and insights 
to consider and apply when it comes to 
marketing, merchandising and displays. 
Learn why social media is important and 
how to incorporate it into your business 
to help you increase your profile and 
profitability.

For more information on any of these 
events, visit explorelocal.ca and click  
on the “Events” tab.

 is published up to four times per year and is available online at explorelocal.ca. For further information 
about anything you’ve read here, or to be included on our email list, please contact Robyn Berg at robyn.berg@gov.ab.ca.

Upcoming Events

A limited number  
of turkeys and broiler 
chickens can be sold 

without quota. 

They can only be sold  
to end consumers and  

not to restaurants  
or caterers.

For more information about 
 this and other government  

regulations that may affect you,  
visit the Resources section  

at explorelocal.ca.

It’s the law!
A regular Field Notes feature  

highlighting government  
regulations that may affect  
your local market business.

WEBINAR SERIES

RETAIL CONNECTION  
FOR FARM DIRECT 
Oct. 13, 9am MST/MDT, Free
Are you looking to make that jump to 
retail or food service but not sure where 
to begin or if retail is right for you? Join 
Lindsay Sutton (Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry) to learn what trends and 
products retailers are looking for, how to 
make the retail connection and evaluate 
if this market is the right opportunity for 
your business.

Registration link: http://bit.ly/1j14tzX

CREATING AND DELIVERING A 
COST-EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING 
& MARKETING PLAN 
Nov. 3, 9am MST/MDT, Free
Ivor Bernatsky (Media Message Inc.) 
explains the advertising industry and 
offers good management practices for 
farm direct marketers. This webinar 
gives participants suggestions for 
establishing a budget, defining your 
audience, planning your advertising and 
marketing calendar and measuring your 
successes and failures.

Registration link: https://albertaagricu 
lture.webex.com/albertaagriculture/
onstage/g.php?MTID=e6285817626074
01eb87e97b546a859db 

EXPLORE LOCAL BUSINESS 
GROWTH (CASE STORY) 
Dec. 8, 9am MST/MDT, Free
Andrea Cleland along with her husband 
Jeff have owned and operated Arber 
Greenhouses in Wetaskiwin for over 10 
years. Given constraints on their property, 
the Cleland’s have been forced to grow 

better instead of bigger and will discuss 
how they’ve diversified and grown their 
operation in spite of these obstacles. 

Registration link: http://bit.ly/1Nhk2Rx

WORKSHOP SERIES

HORTSNACKS AT NIGHT 
~ STANDARD OPERATING 
PROCEDURES 
6:30-9pm, Free (snacks provided)
October 27 (Coaldale) 
October 28 (Sherwood Park) 
October 29 (Fairview) 
Registration deadline: Oct. 13
Connie Kehler (Saskatchewan Herb 
and Spice Association) discusses 
incorporating SOPs into your operation, 
writing for internal versus external clients, 
and how to avoid sharing too much. 

FOOD SAFETY & YOU – RECALL
Oct. 28 (Airdrie) 9am-4pm, 
$25 incl. GST/person (incl. lunch). 
Registration deadline: Oct. 21 
Discover the benefits of a food safety 
program and how it can help you 
differentiate your business. Learn 
how a product recall can affect your 
business. Build on the experiences of 
other farm direct marketers and how 
they incorporated food safety into their 
businesses. For more information: Cindy 
Cuthbert at cindy.cuthbert@gov.ab.ca, 
or 780-538-5287 (for toll-free calling in 
AB, dial 310-0000 then the number).

MARKETING MADE EASY
Nov. 5 (Calgary) 8:15am-4pm,  
$25 incl GST/person (incl. lunch).
Registration deadline: Oct. 29
Learn strategies for creating a lasting 
first impression, clearly identifying your 
target clients and how to make them 

http://bit.ly/1j14tzX
https://albertaagriculture.webex.com/albertaagriculture/onstage/g.php?MTID=e628581762607401eb87e97b546a859db
http://bit.ly/1Nhk2Rx
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/All/explore13596
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/All/explore13596


Ontario Farm Fresh Marketing Association 
2002 Vandorf Road, Aurora ON L4G 7B9 

Tel: 905-841-9278    info@ontariofarmfresh.com      
 

2015 OFFMA Best Practices Tour to 
Beautiful British Columbia  

Sunday evening, Nov. 8 – Friday, Nov. 13, 2015 
Registration Deadline: October 16, 2014 

For OFFMA members only 
 

Participants Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Farm Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________Postal Code:____________________________ 
 
Ph: __________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________ 
 
 Yes, I have my tour name tag from previous trips. 
 
Double Occupancy (price/person) (        ) x $1350.00 = $_________________ 
 
Single Occupancy                          (        ) x $1695.00 = $_________________ 
 
     + HST (13%)      $_________________ 
 
            TOTAL       = $_________________ 
 
Cost includes: 5-day motor coach transportation, 6 nights accommodation (Sunday to Friday),  
5 breakfasts, 4 lunches, 4 dinners, snacks, all taxes and gratuities. Tour starts in Kelowna and ends in Vancouver. 
 
If available, would you prefer: 
A: 2 double beds (    ); or 1 Queen bed (    ), all rooms are non-smoking                             
C: Any dietary restrictions? Many meals are pre-selected group meals. If you have any dietary restrictions, 
please indicate who in your group has dietary restrictions, what they are & we will try to accommodate. 
 
 
 
 
Seats are offered on a first come, first served basis. We have booked a 56 passenger bus. No refund will be issued 
unless we are able to sell the seat to someone else. Additional details will be sent once you register. 
 
____Cheque     ____VISA and ____MC also accepted. 

Credit Card #:__________________________________Expiry date: _______________ 

Signature: _________________________________ 

Return payment + form to: OFFMA, c/o Cathy Bartolic, 2002 Vandorf Rd. Aurora, ON L4G 7B9 or 
info@ontariofarmfresh.com 




