
 

International Travel Final Report  
Minister Bilous 
Mission to Europe 
October 17-29, 2017 
 
 
Overview: 
The Honourable Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade, travelled to the 
United Kingdom (U.K.), Germany and Ukraine to support the delivery of the Government of 
Alberta's international priorities. This includes diversifying markets for products and services in 
the innovation and cleantech sectors. The mission provided the Minister with opportunities to 
demonstrate to stakeholders in these key markets that Alberta is committed to maintaining and 
enhancing existing international trade relationships and welcoming new investment to the 
province. 
 
Minister Bilous' visit to Germany and the U.K., which are the world's fourth and fifth largest 
economies respectively, was high-impact, targeted and consequential. The mission provided 
reassurance and built confidence with existing and potential investors that the Government of 
Alberta (GoA) welcomes international investment, and Alberta's investment environment is 
competitive. 
 
The two-week program included six cities: London, Birmingham, Munich, Kyiv, 
lvano-Frankivsk, and Lviv. 
 
Mission objectives: 
The mission was successful in meeting its objectives as outlined below: 
• key partners in the U.K., Germany and Ukraine agreed to participate in new trade and 

investment partnerships and initiatives in Alberta sectors, such as energy, downstream, 
agriculture and agri-food, cleantech, information communications technology (ICT), 
manufacturing, and tourism; 

• signed Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) which formalize relationships that will 
open opportunities for trade and investment activity; renewed sister province MOUs with 
Ivano-Frankivsk and Lviv Oblasts; the MOUs recognize a mutual desire to promote 
relationships based on the bonds of kinship and amity between the people of Alberta 
and Ukraine; 

• raised Alberta's international profile and showcased our key current policy initiatives, with 
a focus on generating support for these initiatives from  international partners. 

 
Results: 
Minister Bilous participated in a number of high-level meetings with officials from the 
Canadian Embassy in London, Munich and Kyiv and various business leaders. The 
Minister also met with companies and government representatives to highlight the GoA's 
priorities, including economic diversification and job creation. The message was positively 
received and resulted in requests for further engagement with Alberta to discuss potential 
opportunities. 
 
The U.K. continues to serve as a preferred entry point for many Alberta companies 
seeking market access to the European Union (EU), due to the common language and 
similar business and legal environments. U.K.'s prominent role in the EU and its ability to 
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influence EU standards and practices makes it an important ally for Alberta. The Minister 
met with British Parliamentarians to acknowledge the strong relationship between Alberta 
and the U.K., and the interest to maintain a smooth flow of trade and investment with the 
U.K. and the EU throughout the Brexit process. The Minister reinforced the importance of 
the mutual links created by the U.K. Consulate General in Calgary and the Alberta Office 
in London. He discussed the U.K.'s and Alberta's priorities in a future Canada-U.K. free 
trade agreement, and the need for provincial participation in any future free trade 
negotiations. 
 
During visits to the Birmingham Energy Institute at the University of Birmingham, and 
Energy Systems Catapult innovation accelerator, the Minister outlined Alberta's Climate 
Leadership Plan, and how the carbon levy will support the development and deployment 
of low-carbon technologies. The Minister had the opportunity to explore possible 
collaborations to assist Alberta and the U.K. successfully transition to a low-carbon 
economy. 
 
In capital-rich and technologically sophisticated Germany, Minister raised the profile of the 
Alberta energy and environmental sectors, and updated partners on important new 
policies and developments in these sectors. With the recent ratification of the 
Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), the 
GoA sees much untapped potential for Alberta's technology companies to do business 
with German partners. The ratification of CETA will support two-way business between 
Alberta and Germany, and open new opportunities in many industries. 
 
The Alberta-Bavaria MOU was signed in a meeting with Honourable Ilse Aigner, Bavarian 
Minister of Economic Affairs and Media, Energy and Technology, to support research and 
innovation collaboration between Alberta and Bavaria. The MOU will provide further 
opportunities for Alberta and Bavaria in trade and investment attraction, as well as 
technology and scientific collaboration. 
 
Another highlight of the Europe mission was the signing of a partnership between the 
University of Alberta and Germany's Fraunhofer Society, which includes 69 institutes, to 
jointly develop and commercialize new energy technologies. As part of the project, a 
shipping container-sized pilot plant that can process waste into biofuels will be sent from 
Germany to Edmonton, where it will be used to develop and test new clean energy 
technologies using Alberta feedstock materials. Alberta Economic Development and 
Trade is jointly funding the project with Alberta Innovates, University of Alberta Future 
Energy Systems, WestJet, and Fraunhofer. By supporting this strategic international 
partnership, the GoA is helping to establish Alberta's reputation as the preferred 
destination for global organizations working to commercialize clean technologies. 
 
Germany is an important growth market for Alberta exports, and the Minister's stop there 
included meetings with government officials and a presentation to the Bavarian Business 
Association to highlight how the recently implemented CETA could benefit two-way trade 
between Alberta and Europe's largest economy. 
 
In discussions with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the 
Minister signed an MOU that will support projects to help Ukraine develop and strengthen 
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its banking and energy sectors, and energy security. This MOU will enhance the ability of 
the Alberta International Development Office to assist Alberta companies and institutions 
bidding on projects that require Alberta home-grown expertise and know-how. 
 
One of the primary areas of focus in Ukraine was promoting the emerging trade 
opportunities for Alberta companies created by the new Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement. The agreement came into force on August 1, 2017, and will remove  
98 per cent of tariffs over the next seven years. Alberta has strong cultural and social ties 
to Ukraine and a long history of contributing to building social, political and economic 
reform in Ukraine. 
 
A company-focused trade mission to Ukraine intersected with the 20th International Trade 
Fair of Oil and Gas Industry, in which 10 Alberta companies participated. This provided an 
opportunity to help showcase Alberta's expertise in energy and environmental services, 
and the potential to expand Alberta exports of equipment (drilling) and services and 
technologies, especially horizontal onshore and offshore drilling, technologies for reviving 
exhausted fields, on-site laboratory services, and investment projects. As part of the 
Alberta company trade mission, the Minister promoted clean technology as a growing 
sector in Alberta's economy, generating world-class capabilities and long-term jobs, as 
well as promoting responsible and sustainable industrial development and environmental 
protection. 
 
In Ukraine, the Minister met with government officials to renew sister province MOUs with 
Ivano-Frankivsk and Lviv Oblasts. The MOUs recognize a mutual desire to promote 
relationships based on the bonds of kinship and amity between the people of Alberta and 
Ukraine. Since the Minister's return, several offers have already been made to the GoA 
for increased collaboration in agriculture and forestry. 
 
The Ministry of Energy and the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) have already established 
contacts in Ukraine, as the country is looking to Alberta for direction on renewable energy 
and energy security; AER plans to visit Ukraine in the near future to continue discussions. 
 
Overall, the mission was successful in achieving the objectives outlined above. Minister 
Bilous had the opportunity to engage directly with many  
decision-makers and commercial actors in the U.K., Germany and Ukraine who are 
important to Alberta. This visit advanced Alberta's image and profile, deepened federal-
provincial collaboration in the field, and was delivered through a high-value program. 
 
Delegation: 
• Honourable Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade 
• Heather Mack, Chief of Staff to Minister Bilous 
• John Brown, ADM Science and Innovation, Economic Development and Trade 
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FINAL ITINERARY 
 
Itinerary for Minister Bilous: 
 

Date Event 
October 14 - 17, 2017 • Travel to London, U.K. 

• Personal time 
Tuesday, Oct. 17 • Meet with the Alberta U.K. Office and visit Canada House 

• Meet with Mrs. Janice Charette, High Commissioner for Canada 
to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Wednesday, Oct. 18 • Meet with government officials 
• Host an Investor Dinner for U.K. investors in Alberta 

Thursday, Oct. 19 • Meet with U.K. companies and stakeholders 
• Deliver remarks at and participate in a Canada-U.K. Chamber of 

Commerce reception meeting 
Friday, Oct. 20 • Travel to Birmingham 

• Meet with Birmingham University Energy Institute officials and 
site visit 

• Return to London 
Saturday,  Oct. 21 • Travel to Munich, Germany 
Monday, Oct. 23 • Meet with Global Affairs Canada representatives 

• Meet with Bavarian government officials 
• Meet with stakeholders 

Tuesday,  Oct. 24 • Meet with Fraunhofer Institute officials and site visit 
• Meet with stakeholders 
• Presentation and networking at a Bavarian Industry Association 

and Global Affairs Canada event 
Wednesday, Oct. 25 • Travel to Kyiv, Ukraine 

• Meet with Global Affairs Canada representatives 
• Participate in a CUFTA business event 

Thursday, Oct. 26 • Visit Alberta companies participating at the 20th International 
Trade Fair of the Oil and Gas Industry,  
and deliver remarks 

• Meet with Ukraine government officials 
• Travel to Ivano-Frankivsk 

Friday, Oct. 27 • Meet with government officials and renew sister province MOU 
with Ivano-Frankivsk 

• Speak at the 3rd International Investment Economic Forum 
• Travel to Lviv 
• Meet with government officials and renew sister province MOU 

with Lviv Oblast 
• Meet with Lviv University 
• Return to Kyiv 
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Saturday, Oct. 28 • Personal Day 
Sunday, Oct. 29 • Return to Canada 

 
Significant Speeches/Presentations: 
• Canada-U.K. Chamber of Commerce Reception - October 19, 2017 
• Meeting with Bavarian Minister of Economic Affairs and Media, Energy and 

Technology, the Alberta-Bavaria Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is signed to 
support research and innovation collaboration between Alberta and Bavaria - 
 October 23, 2017 

• Business Networking Event, Vereinigung der Bayerischen Wirtschaft e. V -  
October 24, 2017 

• CUFTA Business Event - October 25, 2017 
• Closing remarks at the 20th International Trade Fair of the Oil and Gas Industry - 

October 26, 2017 
• Third International Investment Economic Forum "Partnership and Perspective" - 

October 27, 2017 
 
News Releases/Communiques: 
• European trade opportunities for Alberta business - October 13, 2017  

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=48759E2669FAF-ECC2-AE36-
E142B5EE40E60597 

• Minister Bilous: Update on Europe Mission - October 24, 2017  
https://soundcloud.com/your-alberta/minister-bilous-update-on-europe-mission-oct-24-
2017 

• European trade mission will promote green tech investment - October 24, 2017 
http://edmontonjournal.com/news/politics/european-trade-mission-will-promote-green-tech-
investment-minister 
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International Travel Final Expenses 
(Part of the Final International Travel Report and posted as part of this Report as well as posted 

separately on the same site to ensure expenses are visible on the main page of the link)  
 

*For multi-departmental missions, ensure each department’s costs are included and noted 
separately in their own chart and posted on each department’s website (i.e. the same 
information should be posted on all participating department’s websites)  
 
Expenditures by Participants  Amount 
Travel (includes airfare, airport service fees, ground transportation costs, 
including taxis, car rentals, parking, trains, buses as well as mileage 
to/from airport or taxis to/from airport in Alberta, including any cancellation 
fees) 
 

$12,645.57 

Accommodation (room charges and related taxes, including any 
cancellation fees) 
 

$10,679.28 

Meals (includes restaurant bills and tips, meals on hotel bills, per diem 
meal claims, share of group meals or working sessions) 
 

$3,292.23 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes cell phone rental charges, 
incremental costs for all electronic devices such as roaming charges for 
cell phones, iPads and costs associated with communications such as the 
costs incurred for media call-backs, conference/registration fees, including 
cancellation fees, fax and internet charges, passport and visa fees, 
medical and inoculation fees, laundry and dry cleaning, baggage handling, 
out-of-country per diems, and other sundry expenditures) 
 

$2,169.30 

Sub-Total $28,786.38 
General Mission Expenditures  
 

Amount 

Receptions and Hosting (receptions, luncheons, dinners, and events that 
are hosted by the Government of Alberta that are specific to the mission 
and include meeting related costs for room rental, room rental for hosted 
events, food, beverages, catering staff, service charges, entertainment, 
flowers) 
 

$13,029.76 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes translation of documents fees, 
publications, shipping charges, gifts purchased specifically for mission, 
Canadian Embassy/High Commission/Consulate charges for services 
provided to the GOA) 
 

$1,201.23 

Sub-Total $14,230.99 
Total Costs $43,017.37 
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