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Report to the Minister of Justice 
and Solicitor General 
Public Fatality Inquiry 

Fatality Inquiries Act 

WHEREAS a Public Inquiry was held at the Courthouse 

in the Village of Assumption , in the Province of Alberta, 
(City, Town or Village) (Name of City, Town, Village) 

on the 22nd day of September , 2015 , (and by adjournment 
year 

on the day of , ), 
year 

before C.K. Thietke , a Provincial Court Judge, 

into the death of Gal Andrew Dahdona 58 
(Name in Full) (Age) 

of Box 112, Chateh, AB T0H 1S8 and the following findings were made: 
(Residence) 

Date and Time of Death: April 16, 2011 at 20:00 

Place: University of Alberta Hospital 

Medical Cause of Death:  
(“cause of death” means the medical cause of death according to the International Statistical Classification of 
Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death as last revised by the International Conference assembled for that purpose 
and published by the World Health Organization – The Fatality Inquiries Act, Section 1(d)). 

Primary - Blunt Cranial Injury 
Secondary/Contributing - Ethanol intoxication and Chronic Substance Abuse 

 Manner of Death:  
(“manner of death” means the mode or method of death whether natural, homicidal, suicidal, accidental, unclassifiable 
or undeterminable – The Fatality Inquiries Act, Section 1(h)). 
 Accidental 
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 Circumstances under which Death occurred: 
 
Gal Andrew Dahdona was a lifelong resident of Assumption (now known as Chateh) Alberta.  
Assumption is located in Northern Alberta approximately 100 kilometers from High Level. 
 
Mr. Dahdona struggled all of his later life from alcoholism.  His difficulties with alcohol were 
chronic and acute.  The use of alcohol by Mr. Dahdona caused him to be in constant conflict with 
the law.  For the 6 years before Mr. Dahdona’s demise he interacted with the RCMP on a 
monthly basis.  The usual pattern was that Mr. Dahdona would become extremely intoxicated 
and while in that state become a nuisance.  Mr. Dahdona’s actions would often escalate to the 
level of criminal conduct; usually mischief.  Mr. Dahdona would then be arrested and lodged in 
the Assumption cells.  Mr. Dahdona would then be released once he had sobered up, often 
without charge. 
 
Between 2005 and 2011, Mr. Dahdona was involved in 77 occurrences that required RCMP 
intervention.  In 74 of those cases, Mr. Dahdona was noted to be intoxicated.  In 58 of those 
occurrences, Mr. Dahdona was lodged in RCMP cells until he had sobered up and then released. 
 
April 12, 2011 began with Mr. Dahdona in a grossly intoxicated state and located in the lobby of 
the Rainbow Centre Hotel, in Rainbow Lake.  The events would unfold as they had so many 
times before.  Mr. Dahdona was arrested and lodged in cells.  But on this occasion, Mr. Dahdona 
suffered a catastrophic injury from a fall in police cells, from which he eventually died. 
 
As noted, Mr. Dahdona found his way to the Rainbow Centre Hotel lobby.  He was intoxicated.  
Mr. Dahdona told a hotel staff member that he had come to Rainbow Lake with friends.  He said 
that at some point he fell asleep and when he awoke, his friends were gone. 
 
Mr. Dahdona fell asleep on a couch in the hotel lobby and the staff was content to leave him 
alone.  That is, until Mr. Dahdona awoke.  At that point he became somewhat belligerent.  
Perhaps simply a manifestation of his extreme intoxication, but he stumbled around and knocked 
over a plant.  The staff of the hotel removed a bottle of Listerine from Mr. Dahdona and then 
called the RCMP. 
 
Constable noss attended at the scene, along with a local community policing officer.  Cst. Noss 
arrested Mr. Dahdona for being drunk in a public place and for causing a disturbance.  Mr. 
Dahdona showed signs of gross intoxication.  Mr. Dahdona’s speech and motor skills were 
significantly compromised.  Mr. Dahdona was able to walk to the police vehicle but required 
assistance.  In fact, he stumbled and fell on the way to the police car.  Mr. Dahdona’s mood was 
generally upbeat but at times he was incoherent. 
 
The plan was to take Mr. Dahdona to the police cells in Assumption to give him time to sober up.  
Thereafter he would be released.  Whether or not charges were formally laid would be decided 
later. 
 
All of the evidence speaks to Cst. Noss’ behavior toward Mr. Dahdona as beyond reproach.  Cst. 
Noss was patient with Mr. Dahdona and acted professionally throughout. 
 
Mr. Dahdona was transported to the RCMP detachment in Assumption.  Mr. Dahdona was 
searched in preparation for placing him into cells.  It was necessary to remove his outer clothing.  
Mr. Dahdona had urinated in his pants while at Rainbow Lake.  Mr. Dahdona’s level of 
intoxication was such that he was incapable of removing his own clothes and he was helped in 
that regard. 
 
Cst. Boon then took Mr. Dahdona into cell 8.  While clearly grossly intoxicated, Mr. Dahdona was 
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conscious and responsive to a point.  He was mobile, although he required assistance. 
 
Cell 8 at the Assumption detachment is colloquially known as the “drunk” tank.  It is a concrete 
room bereft of any permanent seating.  There are no projections of any kind including ledges.  All 
of this is to minimize injuries as there are no places for an intoxicated individual to fall from or on 
to. 
 
A video of the event was available as cell 8 is constantly monitored.  The video confirms all of the 
oral testimony concerning what happened next. 
 
Cst. Boon assisted Mr. Dahdona into cell 8.  Cst. Boon gently lowered Mr. Dahdona to the 
ground.  Cst. Boon admonished Mr. Dahdona not to get up so as to minimize the chance of 
injury.  Cst. Boon then left the cell. 
 
After a very short period of time, Mr. Dahdona used the toilet/sink mechanism to pull himself 
upright, into a standing position.  Mr. Dahdona then let go of the sink, presumably to unzip his 
pants.  The instant Mr. Dahdona let go of the sink he fell straight backwards and struck his head 
on the floor or the wall at the point it joined the floor. 
 
The noise of the fall was heard by the personnel at the detachment who immediately went to 
investigate.  Within 30 seconds to a minute, the officers were attending to Mr. Dahdona. 
 
Mr. Dahdona had an injury to his head.  Blood was escaping from a laceration and first aid was 
applied to the wound by the officers.  In addition, Mr. Dahdona was put into a recovery position 
so that there was no danger of asphyxiation on his own vomit.  Mr. Dahdona was moaning.  He 
was conscious and breathing. 
 
The officers then had to decide what to do.  Assumption is an isolated community.  The officers 
knew it would take an ambulance over an hour to arrive.  Mr. Dahdona was speaking although 
still drunk.  The officers decided to take Mr. Dahdona to the nursing station to receive further 
treatment and assessment. 
 
The officers considered that Mr. Dahdona was able to walk although he required assistance.  
Further, Mr. Dahdona expressed his wish to remain at the detachment, rather than go to the 
nursing station.  Given all of that, the officers decided that Mr. Dahdona’s condition was such that 
it was safe to transport him to the nursing station, and that on the whole it was the appropriate 
action to take. 
 
Mr. Dahdona was taken to the nursing station where he got on to a stretcher on his own. 
 
Kenneth Tecomba, described as a first responder, was on duty at the nursing station. 
 
Mr. Tecomba called for an ambulance.  Cst. Boon spoke to the ambulance personel who 
confirmed they would attend.  The police officers were needed elsewhere and Mr. Tecomba 
confirmed he was able to care for Mr. Dahdona.  The RCMP officers left, planning to return later 
to check on the situation.  The officers confirmed that Mr. Dahdona was not under arrest. 
 
Another patient came into the nursing station.  Mr. Tecomba called for medical assistance and 
Val Raddi, an emergency medical responder came to the nursing station. 
 
Mr. Dahonda began having seizures.  The ambulance arrived.  The ambulance workers 
determined that Mr. Dahdona required medical assistance that could only be provided by an 
ambulance with advanced life support capabilities.  Another ambulance was called and the first 
ambulance left with another patient. 
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In due course, the RCMP officers returned and spoke to the second ambulance personnel by 
phone.  The second ambulance was still travelling from High Level toward Assumption.  The 
officers drove Mr. Dahdona to meet the attending ambulance. 
  
Mr. Dahdona was taken to the hospital in High Level.  From there he was airlifted to the 
University of Alberta, where he died three days later upon removal of life support systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendations for the prevention of similar deaths: 
 
In short, the Court declines to make any recommendations.  This was an accident.  Nothing 
more.  This could have happened almost anywhere and under a variety of conditions. 
 
A number of issues arose as possible sources for recommendations, but in the end, were not 
amenable to recommendations for the reasons that follow. 
 
From the broadest viewpoint, the question arises as to whether Mr. Dahdona should have been 
taken to the detachment at all, given his level of intoxication. 
 
Unfortunately, Mr. Dahdona suffered from a severe alcohol addiction.  Numerous times in the 
recent past he was found by the RCMP in a grossly intoxicated state.  The RCMP could not leave 
Mr. Dahdona.  In his state he was likely a danger to himself and he was certainly committing a 
crime against others (causing a disturbance). 
 
The RCMP had to deal with him and the method chosen was likely as much for Mr. Dahdona’s 
good as anyone else’s.  Mr. Dahdona would be held until he sobered up and then released 
without charge as had happened so many times before. 
 
An alternate plan would have been to take him for medical assessment first.  The RCMP have 
since changed their policy to confirm this as an alternate course of action to be considered in all 
of the circumstances including level of intoxication.  Nothing more is required.  The evidence 
confirms that the nursing station was always an option considered by the RCMP and the formal 
change to policy confirms and solidifies this option. 
 
Much was made about the decision to move Mr. Dahdona given that he had an obvious head 
injury.  However, many of the complaints came from Val Raddi, and with respect, she was not a 
convincing witness.  Rather, she seemed to have a bias against all of the RCMP members and 
her protests seemed to stem from that bias as much as from anything else. 
 
Ms. Raddi insisted that Mr. Dahdona should never have been moved from police cells, except by 
ambulance presumably.  However, there are difficulties with Ms. Raddi’s concerns.  She is an 
emergency medical responder.  That designation involved between 10 and 17 days of instruction.  
With respect, her medical knowledge is rudimentary at best. 
 
Despite Ms. Raddi’s insistence that Mr. Dahdona’s head should have been stabilized as quickly 
as possible, she chose not to take any steps to stabilize his head even though he was in her care 
for an extended period of time after he arrived at the nursing station. 
 
Ms. Raddi claimed that Mr. Dahdona told her that the RCMP threw him down.  However, she told 
the initial investigators that Mr. Dahdona said nothing while in her care. 
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Ms. Raddi was quite clear in her belief that the RCMP had a direct involvement in Mr. Dahdona’s 
injury.  Ms. Raddi was advised that the entire incident was caught on video and that the video 
showed conclusively that the RCMP did not contribute to Mr. Dahdona’s injury.  It was an 
accidental fall.  Further, she was advised that family members had reviewed the video.  Despite 
all that, Ms. Raddi stated she was not convinced. 
 
Ms. Raddi’s protestations that the RCMP acted negligently or recklessly in moving Mr. Dahdona 
do not carry any significant weight. 
 
This court would not make a blanket recommendation concerning head injuries and movement of 
a patient.  All of the circumstances must be considered in each individual case.  Those factors 
might include the exact nature of the injury, the perceived need for acute care, the lack of 
availability of an ambulance and any number of other factors.  It is impossible to recite a 
complete list.  The point is that any suggestion that there should be a blanket recommendation 
concerning care given to accidental injuries is simplistic in the extreme and not helpful in the end. 
 
The RCMP already have policies in place that seek to minimize the risk of injury in the first place, 
and subsequently to provide timely and adequate care.  There is nothing in the evidence before 
me to suggest that those policies are deficient in any way, and no recommendations are required. 
 
 
   

DATED January 13, 2017 , 
 
 

  

at Peace River , Alberta. 
Original signed by 

  
C.K. Thietke 

A Judge of the Provincial Court of Alberta 
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