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Final Trip Report 
Mission to  Council of State Governments National Conference             
Dates: September 19 – 22, 2013   

Purpose of travel: 
To champion Alberta and Canada’s position opposing mandatory Country of Origin 
Labelling (COOL) for meats in the United States (US), and to advocate for the passage 
of a resolution by the Council of State Governments (CSG) National organization in 
support of our position. Minister Verlyn Olson and MLA David Xiao represented Alberta 
at the CSG National Conference. 
 
Overview: 
The CSG National organization is the lead coordinating organization for the five regional 
affiliates: CSG Washington D.C.; CSG-West; CSG Midwest; CSG South; and CSG-
East.  Alberta participates as an affiliate member on the international committee of the 
CSG National organization. Alberta is also an affiliate member of CSG-WEST and CSG 
Midwest. The CSG acts as the combined voice of the Governments of the States. 
 
The US is by far Alberta’s largest export market for agricultural products. MLA Xiao and 
Minister Olson presented Alberta’s agriculture linkages with the US and drew attention 
to the positive relationships that we have built over the years in regards to the sale of 
Alberta agriculture products throughout the US. 
 
During the CSG National Conference, Minister Olson championed Alberta and 
Canada’s position on COOL, and advocated for the successful passage of a resolution 
by the CSG National organization in support of that position.  Minister Olson worked 
with other members of the Canadian delegation to ensure that US legislators received 
information on our position on COOL to assist them in understanding the impacts to 
consumers and producers should the US fail to change the COOL law. 
 
Mandatory Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) for meats has been found by the World 
Trade Organization to unfairly discriminate against Canadian livestock exported to the 
US. The Canadian cattle and hog industries have suffered significant economic damage 
due to COOL. 
 
Mission Objectives: 
• To advocate for a resolution calling for a change to the COOL law that ends the 

discrimination against Canadian cattle and hogs exported to the US. 
 
Results: 
• The CSG International Committee passed a resolution calling for changes to the 

COOL law and it was unanimously ratified by the CSG’s Executive Committee on 
the last day of the meeting. 

 
Delegation: 
Minister Verlyn Olson 
MLA David Xiao 
Nick Harsulla 



 

 

International Travel Final Expenses 
 

Expenditures by Participants Amount 

Travel (includes airfare, airport service fees, ground transportation costs, 
including taxis, car rentals, parking, trains, buses as well as mileage to/from 
airport or taxis to/from airport in Alberta, including any cancellation fees) 

$ 3,482.45 

Accommodation (room charges and related taxes, including any 
cancellation fees) 

$ 1,663.51 

Meals (includes restaurant bills and tips, meals on hotel bills, per diem meal 
claims, share of group meals or working sessions) 

$ 372.16 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes cell phone rental charges, 
incremental costs for all electronic devices such as roaming charges for cell 
phones, iPads and costs associated with communications such as the costs 
incurred for media call-backs, conference/registration fees, including 
cancellation fees, fax and internet charges, passport and visa fees, medical 
and inoculation fees, laundry and dry cleaning, baggage handling, out-of- 
country per diems, and other sundry expenditures) 

$ 1,511.01 

Sub-Total $ 7,029.13 

General Mission Expenditures Amount 

Receptions and Hosting (receptions, luncheons, dinners, and events that 
are hosted by the GoA that are specific to the mission and include meeting 
related costs for room rental, room rental for hosted events, food, beverages, 
catering staff, service charges, entertainment, flowers) 

$ 0.00 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes translation of documents fees, 
publications, shipping charges, gifts purchased specifically for mission, 
Canadian Embassy/High Commission/Consulate charges for services 
provided to the GoA) 

$ 0.00 

Sub-Total $ 0.00 

Total Costs $ 7,029.13 

 

News release : 
Agriculture and trade focus of trip to U.S. conference (September 16, 2013) 

 

http://www.alberta.ca/acn/201309/349798F1DCBCD-A3D9-EE3F-B5CF22D090889F83.html
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