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Purpose 

 In September 2014 the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan committed to providing grazing 

leaseholders with extended tenure for exemplary stewardship. Grazing leaseholders who have leases 

expiring in 2015 will be interested in applying for extended tenure. A provincial policy guiding the 

approval and administration of extended tenure needs to be developed. 

 

 This interim strategy will bridge the transition to a fully developed tenure for stewardship policy to 

acknowledge the commitment of the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan and provide a positive 

response to leaseholders who have leases that expire after the September 1, 2014 South 

Saskatchewan Regional Plan implementation date, who may be interested in extended tenure. 

 

Policy Context 

Extended tenure was promised in the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan as of September 1st, 2014, and as 

such we will honour this commitment for leases interested in extended tenure that are expiring prior to the 

development and implementation of the full policy. 

The interim strategy will be implemented as follows: 

1. Grazing leaseholders with expiring leases may apply for extended tenure by way of written request to 

their Agrologist. 

2. The Agrologist will reply with a confirmation of interest letter. 

3. The Agrologist will catalogue the lease for review once the formal policy has been established. 

4. The lease will be renewed for the standard term. 

5. Copies of written requests and confirmation of interest letters will be sent to the Rangeland Integration 

Section in Edmonton who will track leases with interest in extended tenure in a central repository. 

The interim strategy will apply to grazing leases exclusively. 
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Contact Information 

Dan Smith, Special Projects Manager 

Environment and Sustainable Resource Development 

Land and Forestry Policy Branch 

780-674 8232 

Dan.Smith@gov.ab.ca 

 

Authorities 

Section 102 of the Public Lands Act outlines that the director may lease public land for a term not exceeding 20 

years for the purpose of grazing livestock when the best use of the land is the grazing of livestock; and a term 

not exceeding 30 years in a heritage rangeland when the director is satisfied that ongoing grazing of livestock is 

essential for maintaining the grassland ecology and ensuring the effective management and lasting protection of 

the heritage rangeland. 

 

Original signed by  Date: April 8, 2015 

Kem Singh, Executive Director 

Environment and Sustainable Resource Development 

Land and Forestry Policy Branch 
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