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Background: 
 
This policy guideline must be followed when using municipal waste as a renewable 
energy feedstock.      
 
Municipal waste materials can be accepted as a renewable energy feedstock under 
the Climate Change and Emissions Management Act if the materials are in 
accordance with a guideline developed under the Act. 
 
Alberta’s Renewable Fuels Standard Regulation (under the Climate Change and 
Emissions Management Act) became law in 2010 and the first compliance period 
started on April 1st 2011. The Regulation governs the production and blending of 
renewable fuel in Alberta. Alberta’s renewable fuel policy requires a 25% reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions (relative to fossil fuel) taking into account the feedstock 
and the fuel production process.  This requirement applies to all feedstocks, 
including municipal wastes. In support of the federal Renewable Fuels Regulations, 
Environment Canada does not require greenhouse gas emission reduction, but does 
require that municipal solid waste feedstocks contain at least 50% biogenic material 
(i.e. no more than 50% plastic by mass). 
  
In the future, it is possible that municipal waste streams could contain more than 
50% non-recyclable plastic by mass as programs for the diversion of organic 
material to beneficial use expand. Production of bioenergy should not diminish 
recycling and composting opportunities.  It will be necessary to ensure that policies 
regarding municipal waste as a renewable energy feedstock do not penalize facilities 
that are implementing progressive waste utilization programs. 
 
There is growing interest in development of waste-to-energy infrastructure in Alberta: 
renewable fuel (e.g. ethanol and biodiesel); electricity; and heat.  Interested parties 
are seeking information from the government of Alberta regarding waste-to-energy 
policies. 
 
 
Policy: 
 
In accordance with Section 62 of the Climate Change and Emissions Management 
Act, the following guideline applies to the acceptance of municipal solid waste as a 
renewable energy feedstock:  
 

Municipal waste materials (municipal solid waste and municipal wastewaters) 
are accepted as a bioenergy feedstock in the province of Alberta provided that 
the material content is at least 50% biogenic (by mass) on an annual average 
basis. Proponents must be able to demonstrate that this requirement is met.  


