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Background 
 
This policy guideline must be followed when using municipal waste as a renewable energy feedstock.  
 
Municipal waste materials can be accepted as a renewable energy feedstock under the Climate Change 
and Emissions Management Act if the materials are in accordance with a guideline developed under the 
Act. 
 
Alberta’s Renewable Fuels Standard Regulation (under the Climate Change and Emissions Management 
Act) became law in 2010 and the first compliance period started on April 1, 2011. The Regulation governs 
the production and blending of renewable fuel in Alberta. Alberta’s Renewable Fuels Standard requires at 
least 25% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions (relative to the fossil fuel equivalent) taking into account 
the feedstock and the fuel production processes. This requirement applies to all feedstocks, including 
municipal wastes. As per section 17(2) of the federal Renewable Fuels Regulations, Environment and 
Climate Change Canada does not require greenhouse gas emission reduction, but does require that 
municipal solid waste feedstocks contain greater than 50% biogenic carbon. 
 
Policy 
 
In accordance with Section 62 of the Climate Change and Emissions Management Act, the following 
guideline applies to the acceptance of municipal waste as a renewable energy feedstock: 
 

Municipal waste materials (municipal solid waste and municipal wastewaters) are accepted as a 
bioenergy feedstock under the Alberta Renewable Fuels Standard Regulation provided that the 
annual average biogenic carbon content of the feedstock or the finished fuel product from the 
processing of the feedstock is greater than 50% by mass, based on sampling performed at least 
once every year. The biogenic carbon content should be determined through the use of Method B 
or Method C of ASTM D6866, or an alternative test method approved by the Alberta Climate 
Change Office. Proponents must be able to demonstrate through the use of records, that this 
requirement is met. In addition, any municipal solid waste feedstock must be sorted and pre-
processed to ensure that only trace amounts remain of any pesticides, paints, petroleum oils, 
solvents, sludges that contain heavy metals, material from tires, or radioactive, corrosive, explosive 
or infectious materials. 
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