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Preface
The Public Accounts of Alberta are prepared in accordance with the Financial Administration Act and
the Fiscal Planning and Transparency Act. The Public Accounts consist of the annual report of the
Government of Alberta and the annual reports of each of the 21 ministries.
The annual report of the Government of Alberta contains ministers' accountability statements, the
consolidated financial statements of the province and Measuring Up report, which compares actual
performance results to desired results set out in the government's strategic plan.

This annual report of the Ministry of Transportation contains the minister's accountability
statement, the audited consolidated financial statements of the ministry and a comparison of
actual performance results to desired results set out in the ministry business plan. This ministry
annual report also includes:
·

the financial statements of entities making up the ministry including the Department of
Transportation and the Alberta Transportation Safety Board for which the minister is
responsible; and

·

other financial information as required by the Financial Administration Act and Fiscal
Planning and Transparency Act, either as separate reports or as a part of the financial
statements, to the extent that the ministry has anything to report.
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Minister's Accountability Statement
The ministry's annual report for the year ended March 31, 2018, was prepared under my direction in
accordance with the Fiscal Planning and Transparency Act and the government's accounting policies.
All of the government's policy decisions as at June 5, 2018 with material economic or fiscal implications
of which I am aware have been considered in the preparation of this report.

[Original signed by]

Honourable Brian Mason
Minister of Transportation
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Message from the Minister
Alberta Transportation delivered on its mandate, making significant
investments in the province's highway network and critical municipal
infrastructure projects.
These investments create jobs, support the economic recovery, and ensure
the safe and efficient movement of goods throughout the province.
The following report describes the results achieved by the Department of
Transportation in the 2017-18 fiscal year.
The investments made in 2017-18 prepare Alberta for the future — one with an efficient transportation
system that is multi-modal, innovative, adaptive to new technologies and sustainable.
We committed up to $1.53 billion to the Calgary Green Line light rail transit project and millions more to
other public transit projects across the province. We worked closely with the City of Edmonton on
developing the business case for expansion of the Valley Line light rail transit project. We also announced
a Rural Transportation Pilot Program that will lay the foundation for future services in rural regions.
Key among our commitments to rural Albertans was our renewal of the Strategic Transportation
Infrastructure Program which provides grants to municipalities for important local road bridges, resource
roads, community airports and other municipal infrastructure. Working closely with our partners in both
the federal and municipal governments, we announced new municipal drinking water and wastewater
infrastructure projects, supporting residents while helping to protect critical waterways and land.
Throughout the year we continued to support public transportation options such as electric buses and
light rail transit in Alberta's larger urban centres, built new highways and upgraded existing ones, and
supported projects that are important to residents in rural and Indigenous communities. We also
continued our work to update the Traffic Safety Act to strengthen provincial sanctions for alcohol- and
drug-impaired driving.
As part of an ongoing effort, we continued to shift the culture within our department as we position the
ministry to be prepared for a rapidly changing landscape. As part of that effort, we are working more
effectively with stakeholders and clients to collaborate and coordinate service, and ensure the safe and
efficient movement of people, goods and services.
Innovation, access to markets, global competition, economic diversification, changing demographics,
accessibility to services and environmental responsibility will all continue to impact how we do our work,
especially in light of new technologies such as autonomous vehicles and unmanned aerial systems. I am
proud of the work the ministry has accomplished as we face this new reality, and as we work to develop
an economic recovery that is built to last on behalf of all Albertans.

[Original signed by]

Honourable Brian Mason
Minister of Transportation
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Management's Responsibility for Reporting
The Ministry of Transportation includes the Department of Transportation and the Alberta Transportation
Safety Board.
The executives of the individual entities within the ministry have the primary responsibility and
accountability for the respective entities. Collectively, the executives ensure the ministry complies with
all relevant legislation, regulations and policies.
Ministry business plans, annual reports, performance results and the supporting management
information are integral to the government's fiscal and strategic plan, annual report, quarterly reports and
other financial and performance reporting.
Responsibility for the integrity and objectivity of the consolidated financial statements and performance
results for the ministry rests with the Minister of Transportation. Under the direction of the minister,
I oversee the preparation of the ministry's annual report, including consolidated financial statements and
performance results. The consolidated financial statements and the performance results, of necessity,
include amounts that are based on estimates and judgments. The consolidated financial statements are
prepared in accordance with Canadian public sector accounting standards. The performance measures
are prepared in accordance with the following criteria:
·
·
·
·

Reliability – information used in applying performance measure methodologies agrees with the
underlying source data for the current and prior years' results.
Understandability – the performance measure methodologies and results are presented clearly.
Comparability – the methodologies for performance measure preparation are applied consistently for
the current and prior years' results.
Completeness – outcomes, performance measures and related targets match those included in the
ministry's Budget 2017.

As deputy minister, in addition to program responsibilities, I am responsible for the ministry's financial
administration and reporting functions. The ministry maintains systems of financial management and
internal control which give consideration to costs, benefits, and risks that are designed to:
·

·
·
·
·

provide reasonable assurance that transactions are properly authorized, executed in accordance
with prescribed legislation and regulations, and properly recorded so as to maintain accountability of
public money;
provide information to manage and report on performance;
safeguard the assets and properties of the province under ministry administration;
provide Executive Council, the President of Treasury Board and Minister of Finance, and the Minister
of Transportation the information needed to fulfill their responsibilities; and
facilitate preparation of ministry business plans and annual reports required under the Fiscal
Planning and Transparency Act.

In fulfilling my responsibilities for the ministry, I have relied, as necessary, on the executives of
the individual entities within the ministry.

[Original signed by]
Barry Day
Deputy Minister of Transportation
June 5, 2018
2017-18 Transportation Annual Report
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Results Analysis

Transportation is responsible for providing a safe, integrated, innovative and sustainable multi-modal
transportation system that supports a strong and diverse Alberta economy, improves the movement of
people and goods throughout the province, and enhances Albertans' quality of life.
Alberta's transportation system is intended to support the:
·

Economy: connecting Albertans to local and world markets, and supporting investment,
business, industry, agriculture, tourism and job creation;

·

Society: providing safe transportation options to meet the needs of Alberta's growing population,
connecting Albertans to friends, family, work, schools, health care, recreation and communities
throughout the province, and promoting safer road users, vehicles and infrastructure;

·

Environment: enhancing the quality of life in our communities by promoting ways to reduce
transportation's impact on land, water and air; and

·

Fiscal Framework: promoting efficiency and affordability, while making smart investments in
strategic infrastructure assets.

Key Responsibilities
The ministry consists of the Department of Transportation and the Alberta Transportation Safety Board,
which is an independent, quasi-judicial body. Key responsibilities of the department include:
·

Leading the development of a well-integrated multi-modal (road-rail-air-port-active-public transit)
transportation system for Alberta.

·

Leading the planning, construction, operation and preservation of a sustainable provincial
highway network to connect Alberta communities and support a diversified economy.

·

Developing and implementing traffic safety strategies through the Office of Traffic Safety to reduce
transportation-related deaths and serious injuries on Alberta's roads and promote safer road
users, speeds, vehicles and infrastructure.

·

Supporting the development of public transit systems in municipalities and across regions to
provide Albertans with transportation options, including those that minimize environmental
impacts.

·

Managing grant programs to help municipalities develop and preserve their transportation
systems, water projects and other priority infrastructure for Albertans.

·

Designing, constructing and maintaining Alberta's water management infrastructure on behalf of
Environment and Parks to enhance irrigation and protect Albertans during extreme flood events.

·

Promoting Alberta's interests in a safe, innovative and sustainable transportation system to all
orders of government, in national and international trade agreements and regulatory
harmonization initiatives.

The Alberta Transportation Safety Board's key responsibilities are to:
·

Conduct driver review hearings and independent appeals of driver, vehicle and safety decisions
from the Registrar of Motor Vehicle Services in accordance with the principles of natural justice.

·

Conduct hearings under the Railway (Alberta) Act and the Dangerous Goods Transportation and
Handling Act.
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Ministry Overview

Results Analysis

All decisions of the Alberta Transportation Safety Board are made independently in accordance with
governing legislation: the Traffic Safety Act, the Railway (Alberta) Act and the Dangerous Goods
Transportation and Handling Act.
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Ministry Organizational Overview
Results Analysis

Ministry of Transportation Organizational Overview –
As of March 31, 2018

Minister of Transportation
Alberta Transportation
Safety Board

Brian Mason

Neil McFarlane

Doreen Poon Phillips
Chair

Executive Lead

Deputy Minister
Barry Day

This board conducts driver review
hearings and independent
appeals of driver, vehicle and
safety decisions of the Registrar
of Motor Vehicle Services
(Transportation) in accordance
with the Traffic Safety Act.
Hearings under the Railway
(Alberta) Act and the Dangerous
Goods Transportation and
Handling Act are also conducted.

Corporate Strategies and
Services

Operational Excellence

Delivery Services

This unit is responsible for Operational
Excellence (OE) deployment that leads
business areas to transform and align
with the ministry's strategy. This involves
training staff and engaging in business
process improvement projects using OE
principles, resulting in a new
organizational culture. This unit is also
responsible for aligning with and
operationalizing the Transformation
Management Office and Enterprise
Resource Planning outcomes within the
ministry.

Transportation Services

Ranjit Tharmalingam

Tom Loo

Shaun Hammond

Assistant Deputy Minister

Assistant Deputy Minister

Assistant Deputy Minister

This division is responsible for
providing the ministry with: strategic
policy, including transit and climate
plans and strategic foresight;
network, investment and capital
planning; financial services; grant
administration; business planning;
Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy support;
contract services; the procurement
of consulting and construction
services; records and information
management; and emergency
management and response support.

This division is responsible for the
programming and delivery of
provincial highway projects as well
as the management of highway
maintenance and rehabilitation
activities throughout the province.
This division is also responsible for
supporting municipalities in the
delivery of water management
projects.

Human Resources

Communications

Renee Redinger

Graeme McElheran

Executive Director

Director

Human Resources provides support
for the ministry's workforce, helping
to develop policies and provide
quality programs to Albertans
through the Alberta Public Service.

Communications is responsible for
providing Albertans with information
on programs and decisions carried
out by the ministry.
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This division is responsible for
governance, setting standards, and
managing permitting of loads on the
transportation network. It is also
responsible for providing safety and
compliance services for dangerous
goods, provincial rail systems,
commercial carriers, and overseeing
the operation of 511 Alberta. This
division develops plans and
implements transportation safety
programs and strategies, and
coordinates driver training and
education programs.
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Strategic Risks Update
The ministry recognizes that it must identify and systematically manage the effect of uncertainty on
outcomes in order to be successful in achieving its objectives. The ministry's response to strategic risks,
as identified in the 2017-20 Transportation Business Plan, is presented below:

RISK
Technology and society are evolving together at a rapid pace, creating diverse needs and
uncertainty about future requirements. The ministry must be ready to adapt and respond to these
dynamic, system-wide changes and will require new ways of doing business, updates to existing
legislation, regulations and technology, as well as renewed infrastructure and training.
A new Transportation mandate and Service Model emphasizing establishing and maintaining
strong working relationships with stakeholders to identify their needs and provide improved
client-focused services has been developed and implemented. The department's traveller
information portal 511 Alberta continues to evolve and platform redevelopment to improve
technology integration and information sharing is currently underway. The ministry continued to
research and adopt Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) while increasing its forecasting
and foresight capacity to ensure the ministry is positioned to adapt and respond to emerging
technology such as connected vehicles, automated vehicles and drones.

RISK
The transition of baby boomers to retirement could lead to the loss of institutional knowledge. Lack
of certain workforce skills, knowledge transfer and capacity will affect the efficiency and
effectiveness of the ministry. Succession planning, cross-training and other human resource
initiatives will enable Transportation to manage the transition.
The ministry continues to implement a variety of strategies to mitigate the potential loss of
knowledge through proactive approaches, which includes focusing on recruitment for highly
specialized roles in advance of a retirement. This approach allows for overlap and supports
knowledge transfer. Various program areas within the department also engaged in crosstraining to ensure knowledge is retained by more than one individual. The ministry has
implemented priority mitigation through the adoption of an Operational Excellence approach
and process improvement work continues to document internal processes and identify where
key information is located. Continued review of our records classification system will ensure
records will be stored consistently, therefore improving records access.

12
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Transportation manages 31,400 kilometres of highways, one of the highest number of kilometres
per capita in Canada, along with associated bridges and other road infrastructure. Transportation
must employ a strategic asset management approach, including a life-cycle approach to planning,
prioritizing, maintenance and rehabilitation, to enhance and preserve transportation assets and
ensure best value for investment.
Transportation has completed its second year developing a Spatial Economic and Travel Model that
will inform effective decision-making and project prioritization. As well, the ministry continues its
commitment to designing a robust asset management plan. The plan will provide a strategic,
systematic approach toward capital planning, procurement and the delivery of projects that will
assist in decision-making and resource allocation. The asset management plan is critical for
maintaining a sustainable, affordable transportation highway network supporting the goal of
long-term growth and sustainability.

RISK
Legislation, policies, services, programs and public awareness campaigns may need to evolve to
continue to ensure the safety and security of the transportation system and the people who use it.
The ministry continued its dedication to the implementation and ongoing advancement of a
long-term safety strategy, using a Safe System Approach. Educational awareness campaigns
and social media have played a significant role in informing the public about this approach.
The Community Mobilization Program increased awareness and engagement by supporting
communities with many events, such as workshops and train-the-trainer events. As well, the
department invested in technology research, innovative technology and Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS). ITS provide greater situational awareness of the highway
network in real-time and allow the department to identify potential actions.
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RISK

Results Analysis

Performance Measure and Indicator Summary Table
Performance
Measure

Prior Years' Results

Target

Current
Actual

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2017-18
Outcome One:

1.a:

Outcome Two:

2.a:

Connected and Active Communities: Albertans have inclusive and accessible
transportation options in and between communities
Performance Measure under Development

Competitiveness, Market Access and Economic Growth: A safe and efficient
multi-modal transportation system that supports a diversified economy
Ring roads in Calgary
and Edmonton:
Percentage of
combined ring road
kilometres open to
travel

80.6%

80.6%

80.6%

84.0%

84.0%

84.0%

Outcome Three: Safety and Security: Transportation safety and security is enhanced through
educational, regulatory, technological and infrastructure improvements
3.a:

Outcome Four:

4.a:

Outcome Five:

5.a:

14

Combined fatal and
major injury collision
rate per 100,000
population

66.6

66.6

65.9

63.5

58.5

61.0

Environmental Stewardship: A transportation system that is managed in an
environmentally responsible and sustainable manner
Percentage of
municipal clients
satisfied with overall
quality of service
(biennial survey)*

n/a

93%

n/a

87%

n/a

n/a

Innovation and Technology Integration: Alberta's transportation system adapts
to new innovations and technologies
Performance Measure under Development

2017-18 Transportation Annual Report

Performance
Measure

Prior Years' Results

Target

Current
Actual

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2017-18
Outcome Six:

6.a:

Long-term Sustainability and Affordability: Alberta can afford to maintain its
existing transportation assets and invest in new strategic infrastructure
Physical
condition of
provincial
highway
surfaces

Good
Fair
Poor

57.8%
27.1%
15.1%

56.4%
27.5%
16.1%

56.5%
27.0%
16.5%

56.6%
27.3%
16.1%

55.5%
28.0%
16.5%

58.0%
26.4%
15.6%

Performance
Indicator
Outcome Two: Competitiveness, Market Access and Economic Growth: A safe and efficient
multi-modal transportation system that supports a diversified economy

2.a:

Actual
2013

Actual
2014

Actual
2015

Actual
2016

Actual
2017

Alberta's exports1 by
mode of transportation2
($millions):
· Intermodal
(rail and marine)
· Road
· Air

24,451
7,623
1,781

27,334
8,977
1,887

24,156
8,140
1,784

22,277
7,137
1,442

27,184
8,137
1,691

Total exports1

33,855

38,198

34,080

30,856

37,012

For more detailed information see Performance Measure and Indicator Methodology section on pages 51 to 53.

* The Client Satisfaction Survey is completed every two years and measures the satisfaction of municipal partners with the ministry's
service for grant programs.
Notes:
1

Only merchandise exports, excluding commodities transported by pipelines.

2

The reported figures are subject to future revisions by Statistics Canada.
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Performance Measure and Indicator Summary Table

Results Analysis

Discussion and Analysis of Results
Outcome
One

Connected and Active Communities: Albertans have
inclusive and accessible transportation options in and
between communities

Alberta's transportation system will provide seamless integrated connections between modes and
communities, including regional, urban, rural and Indigenous communities.

Key Strategy 1.1: Develop and implement a comprehensive plan to expand and enhance a
multi-modal transportation system that will connect communities and support active transportation to
meet growing regional, urban and rural transportation needs.

Transportation's strategic plan presents a framework upon which the six outcomes of the ministry's
2017-20 Business Plan are built. In alignment with the ministry's mandate, this long-term strategic plan
acknowledges the role of transportation in facilitating economic opportunities, supporting Albertans'
social well-being and influencing environmental outcomes. This includes working effectively with other
stakeholders and clients to ensure the safe and efficient movement of people, goods and services.
A number of innovations and technologies on the horizon will fundamentally change how people,
goods and services travel within the province and to other markets. These emerging advancements
include an increase in the use of automated vehicles, connected vehicles, electric vehicles and
drones. In several of Alberta's communities, ride-sharing and other pay-per-use services will continue
to provide additional transportation options, enabling people to travel efficiently. Continued
development of the ministry's strategic plan will identify key focus areas and initiatives for
Transportation to undertake in meeting challenges while leveraging the opportunities of an evolving
transportation system.

Key Strategy 1.2: Work with partners, including Indigenous peoples, to support local, regional and
rural public transportation options, and develop strategies to promote accessible, affordable, and
inclusive transit for families, vulnerable Albertans, seniors and people with disabilities.

Transportation is finalizing a public transportation strategy for Alberta, developed with input from
Albertans across the province. The strategy will set Alberta's vision for public transportation and
identify actions Alberta will take over the next five years to achieve that vision. It will recognize
Transportation's role in working with stakeholders and clients to coordinate services within and
between urban and rural municipalities.
16
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Key Strategy 1.3: Promote the development of public transportation options that better connect
Albertans and influence community development.

The Rural Transportation Pilot Program, announced in March 2018, focuses on improving access to
public transportation services between Alberta's mid-sized urban centres and surrounding
communities. Pilot projects will help connect Albertans to jobs and essential services such as health
care and education, as well as to recreational and shopping opportunities in neighbouring local
centres. The program is targeting communities in five rural regions that have a large number of
Albertans not currently able to access transit services. Budget 2018 allocates $2 million over two years
in support of this program.
Light rail transit (LRT) projects in Edmonton and Calgary, funded through the Climate Leadership Plan,
will help connect residents and visitors to essential services, education and jobs by providing
affordable, accessible and environmentally sustainable public transportation options. Project details
include:
· The Government of Alberta has committed $1.53 billion toward the Calgary Green Line project.
The completed Calgary Green Line will serve more than 60,000 passengers per day and
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 30,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent
annually, the equivalent of taking 6,300 cars off the road.
· The Government of Alberta has spent $446.7 million in funding toward the construction of the
Edmonton Southeast Valley Line, of which $326.7 million is from the Green Transit Incentives
Program (GreenTRIP). This is part of the $611.4 million total grant funding for this program in
2017-18 for investment in public transportation and includes current projects and funding also
set aside for future expansion projects. The remaining $120 million is matching funds under
the Government of Canada's New Building Canada Fund.

Measure 1.a: Performance Measure under Development
In 2017-18 the department identified new performance measures were under development that
demonstrate support of quality service and progress in improving transportation connections for
communities. The following measures will be implemented in 2018-19:
·

Transit Ridership in Alberta (in thousands): Number of passenger trips taken in regularly
scheduled service in Alberta's transit system

·

Transit Access in Alberta: Percentage of Albertans that have access to transit service

2017-18 Transportation Annual Report
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The strategy will aim to provide Albertans, including Indigenous peoples, seniors, people with
disabilities and vulnerable segments of the population, with increased affordable and accessible
public transportation options. It encourages transportation choices such as electric buses that reduce
reliance on single-occupancy private vehicles, helping to decrease greenhouse gas emissions. The
strategy is expected to be released along with the introduction of a new fund for transit projects in
2018.

Results Analysis

Outcome
Two

Competitiveness, Market Access and Economic Growth:
A safe and efficient multi-modal transportation system that
supports a diversified economy

All users have access to a transportation system with a variety of modes to safely transport products and
people, from origin to destination, within Alberta, across Canada and internationally.

Key Strategy 2.1: Implement transportation initiatives that promote economic growth and
diversification in Alberta, supporting opportunities in sectors such as tourism.

Transportation manages 31,400 kilometres of highways, one of the highest number of kilometres per
capita in Canada. The network includes nearly 4,500 bridges, interchanges and culverts. Strategic
investments help maintain existing infrastructure and continue to develop Alberta's vast, complex
transportation network. Smart investments improve the movement of people and goods throughout the
province and enable economic growth and diversification, supporting a resilient economy.
During the 2017-18 construction season, a $1.4 billion budget supported 325 projects across the
province, including:
·

paving and widening nearly 1,500 kilometres of two-lane highways;

·

the replacement, rehabilitation and construction of 82 bridges and large culverts;

·

grading work to enhance road surfaces and driver safety;

·

improvements to intersections; and

·

enhanced access onto and off Alberta highways.

Construction project highlights in 2017-18 include:

18

·

Paving an 11 kilometre gravel section of Highway 774 within the newly established Castle
Provincial Park, which is expected to be completed in 2018. This strategic investment will
provide greater access to the area for residents and visitors and contribute to economic
diversification in the region by supporting tourism.

·

Construction began in fall 2017 to add a fourth southbound lane on Highway 2 between
41 Avenue southwest and the Highway 19 interchange. The project involves widening
approximately seven kilometres of highway and is approximately 70 per cent complete.
It is expected to be completed by fall 2018 and will improve travel on Highway 2 and the
Highway 19 and Nisku Business Park exit. Highway 2 is a key transportation corridor in
Leduc County and the Edmonton Metropolitan Region, with approximately 90,000 vehicles
travelling on this section of highway every day.

2017-18 Transportation Annual Report

Transportation is partnering with stakeholders to improve the east end of Highway 19 in
Leduc County, a key commuter and economic corridor that connects people, goods and
services to local communities, industrial sectors and the airport. Construction for the east
portion of this $25 million project began in summer 2017 and includes realignment of Airport
Perimeter Road and eastbound Highway 19 to the southbound QEII ramp, new traffic signals
and street lighting, and widening and intersection improvements. Completion of this project is
expected in 2018. This project is the first step in twinning Highway 19 and provides capacity
for current and future development.

·

Construction is underway to build a bypass around Grande Prairie on Highway 43X from the
junction of Highway 43 and Highway 2 through to east of Richmond Hill. In 2017-18,
$11.4 million of work was completed on this estimated $38 million project, expected to be
complete in November 2018. Once complete this bypass will help alleviate Highway 43 traffic
that runs through Grande Prairie, improving traffic flow and safety for travellers, local residents
and businesses.

·

Nearly $200 million is being invested in 18 improvement projects for 180 kilometres of highway
along Highway 40 between the Yellowhead Highway and Grande Prairie over the next five
years. These projects will enhance travel for residents and industries in northwestern Alberta
and improve access to markets in northwestern Alberta, which will support the forestry, oil and
gas, and tourism sectors.

·

The $80 million, three-year interchange project for Highway 2 and Gaetz Avenue began in
2016 and is nearly 50 per cent complete as of March 31, 2018. In 2017-18, $39 million of
construction work was completed. Once complete, this project will enhance access to
Gasoline Alley and the Red Deer region while alleviating congestion and improving safety
along the busy QEII corridor. It is scheduled for traffic availability in time for the 2019 Canada
Winter Games.

2017-18 Transportation Annual Report
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·

Highway Rehabilitation - Major Projects Completed in 2017-18

Results Analysis

(Includes projects greater than $2 million and over 80 per cent complete in 2017-18 fiscal year)

Description

Km

District

Total
Estimated
Cost

672

Highway 43 - East of Highway 2

48.4

Grande Prairie

$17,342,000

43

15 Kilometres East of Highway 947 - 23 Kilometres East of Highway 947

38.6

Grande Prairie

$15,850,000

22

Highway 580 - Highway 27

27.5

Red Deer

$12,070,000

732

Highway 2 - Highway 685

17.2

Grande Prairie

$10,907,000

88

South of Highway 750 - Highway 750

29.4

Peace River

$10,138,000

3

1 Kilometre East of Highway 36 - 5 Kilometres East of Highway 877

35.6

Lethbridge

$9,901,000

14 Kilometres East of Highway 41 - Highway 897

27.0

Athabasca

$9,250,000

2

9 Kilometres West of Urban Approach Road 166 - Highway 2A

35.8

Peace River

$9,170,000

2

2 Kilometres East of Urban Approach Road 170 - 9 Kilometres West of
Urban Approach Road 166

34.1

Peace River

$8,466,000

43

2 Kilometres North of Highway 633 - Highway 16

11.9

Stony Plain

$7,265,000

681

Highway 719 - Highway 725

48.3

Grande Prairie

$7,248,000

12

10 Kilometres East of Highway 36 - 2 Kilometres East of the Town of
Coronation

22.8

Hanna

$6,830,000

766

Highway 54 - Highway 11

25.9

Red Deer

$6,730,000

35

31 Kilometres South of Highway 986 - 10 Kilometres North of Highway 689

31.7

Peace River

$6,549,000

36

Highway 3 - 35 Kilometres North of Highway 3

34.8

Lethbridge

$6,462,000

43

West of Highway 33 - North of Highway 633

12.0

Stony Plain

$6,263,000

12

Highway 50 - Town of Stettler

46.2

Hanna

$5,958,000

38

Highway 28 - 2 Kilometres East of Highway 830 (Beaverhill Creek Bridge)

20.2

Stony Plain

$5,626,000

35

134 Kilometres North of Urban Approach Road 227 - 154 Kilometres
North of Urban Approach Road 227

20.4

Peace River

$5,435,000

54

Highway 22 - 3 Kilometres West of Highway 766 (Selective)

20.6

Red Deer

$5,412,000

885

16 Kilometres North of Highway 61 - Highway 3

29.9

Lethbridge

$5,343,000

88

20 Kilometres North of Highway 754 - 29 Kilometres South of Highway 750

26.5

Peace River

$5,270,000

41

Highway 28 (Bonnyville) - North of Highway 28

Athabasca

$4,802,000

689

West of Highway 35 - Highway 35

22.5

Peace River

$4,740,000

737

Highway 685 - Highway 35

24.0

Peace River

$4,734,000

897

Highway 45 - Highway 646 (Selective)

18.4

Vermilion

$4,475,000

45

6 Kilometres East of Highway 881 - Highway 41

18.9

Vermilion

$4,440,000

2

Highway 53 - Highway 13 (North Bound Lane and South Bound Lane Selective) 31.7

Red Deer

$4,340,000

762

Highway 549 - Highway 22

22.2

Calgary

$3,991,000

770

North of Highway 627 - Highway 16

13.1

Stony Plain

$3,978,000

63

41 Kilometres North of Highway 686

6.4

Fort McMurray

$3,727,000

651

Highway 2 - 10 Kilometres East of Highway 803 (Selective)

9.2

Stony Plain

$3,547,000

43

27 Kilometres West of Highway 947 - Town of Fox Creek

11.4

Grande Prairie

$3,546,000

11.3

Stony Plain

$3,422,000

Red Deer

$3,322,000

Stony Plain

$3,269,000

Highway

646

37

East of Highway 779 to East of Highway 44

53

West of Highway 2 - Highway 2A

37

Highway 43 - East of Highway 779

20

9.5

6.0
19.9
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Highway Rehabilitation - Major Projects Completed in 2017-18

District

Total
Estimated
Cost

9.3

Hanna

$3,267,000

Highway 9 - 3 Kilometres North of Highway 575

16.1

Hanna

$3,171,000

3 Kilometres North of Highway 12 - Highway 53

19.6

Red Deer

$3,150,000

2

2 Kilometres North of Township Road 292 - Town of Carstairs

11.0

Red Deer

$3,128,000

40

Within Town of Grande Cache

2.0

Grande Prairie

$2,786,000

759

Highway 624 - 3 Kilometres South of Highway 627

7.2

Stony Plain

$2,710,000

13

Highway 881 (Town of Hardisty) - Highway 884

21.4

Hanna

$2,661,000

11.8

Lethbridge

$2,636,000
$2,410,000

Highway

Description

851

9 Kilometres South of Highway 589 - Highway 589

21
815

887

12 Kilometres South of Highway 3 - Highway 3

Km

855

Highway 28 - 13 Kilometres North of Highway 28

13.1

Athabasca

28

2 Kilometres West of Highway 827 - Highway 63

8.6

Athabasca

$2,260,000

40

7 Kilometres South of Grande Cache - 5 Kilometres North of
Grande Cache (Selective)

11.5

Grande Prairie

$2,257,000

43

23 Kilometres East of Junction Highway 947 to 29 Kilometres
East of Junction Highway 947 (Eagle Tower Road and East
of Virginia Hills)

5.9

Edson

$2,200,000

43

19 Kilometres East of Highway 947 - 23 Kilometres East of
Highway 947

4.7

Grande Prairie

$2,150,000

719

Highway 49 - Highway 681

13.5

Grande Prairie

$2,146,000
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(Includes projects greater than $2 million and over 80 per cent complete in 2017-18 fiscal year)

Major Capital Projects Underway in 2017-18

Results Analysis

(Includes projects greater than $2 million and over 50 per cent complete in 2017-18 fiscal year)

Description

Km

District

Highway

Total
Estimated
Cost

02

Highway 567 (Airdrie) - North of Highway 2A (Crossfield)
(Note: Length is Equivalent Single Lane)

26.3

Calgary

6 Laning

$30,833,000

28

North of Highway 28A - Highway 651

11.2

Stony Plain

Widening

$19,429,000

58

Intersection Improvement at Highway 35 and Highway 58
(And for 1.5 Kilometres to the East)

2.0

Peace River

Reconstruction

$13,891,000

40

Smoky River Bridge on Highway 40, 1 Kilometre North of
Grande Cache

N/A

Grande Prairie

Bridge Replacement

$12,396,000

63

South of House River to South of Mariana Lake

34.5

Fort McMurray

Twinning, 2nd Stage
Paving

$11,789,000

63

Safety Rest/Truck Staging Area North Bound Lane,
North of Fort McMurray

N/A

Fort McMurray

Work on Safety Rest
Area

$11,492,000

986

Highway 688 - East of Highway 688

13.7

Peace River

Widening

$10,960,000

02

South Dunvegan Station

N/A

Grande Prairie

Slide Repair

$10,632,000

63

South of Wandering River to North of Wandering River

29.3

Athabasca

Twinning, 2nd Stage
Paving

$10,195,000

02

Highway 19 Project - Highway 19 to 4 Kilometres South
of Ellerslie Road

6.3

Stony Plain

Add South Bound Lane

$8,602,000

63

South of the La Biche River to South of Wandering River

20.5

Athabasca

Twinning, 2nd Stage
Paving

$7,770,000

63

North of Mariana Lake to South of Horse Creek

32.1

Fort McMurray

Twinning, 2nd Stage
Paving

$6,917,000

88

South of Wabasca River (South) - North of Senex Creek

48.0

Peace River

2nd Stage Paving

$6,840,000

661

Highway 769 - Highway 776

16.3

Athabasca

Grading, Base and
Paving

$6,000,000

684

Strong Creek Bridge Near Peace River

N/A

Peace River

Bridge Replacement

$3,793,000

02

Highway 2 and Highway 2A and 72 Upgrade Existing
Interchange

N/A

Calgary

Interchange Upgrade

$3,685,000

762

Slide Repair - S Curve Site

N/A

Calgary

Slide Repair

$3,596,000

876

Red Deer River - Highway 570

44.0

Hannah

2nd Stage Paving

$3,500,000

216

High Tension Cable Barrier Installation on South
Anthony Henday Drive

36.4

Stony Plain

Cable Barrier

$3,380,000

744

Highway 49 to Village of Girouxville and Intersection
Treatment at Watino

3.7

Peace River

Widening

$3,365,000

63

Truck Staging Area, East Side of Safety Rest Area (North
Bound Lane Surfacing; Remove Inside Passing Lane)

N/A

Fort McMurray

Work on Safety Rest
Area

$3,010,000

02

Contaminated Site Remediation (Stage 2 - Imperial Oil
Remediation)

N/A

Peace River

Site Clean-up

$2,793,000

40

Wapiti Bridge Near Grande Prairie (Constraint Induced
Fracture Repair and Repaint)

N/A

Grande Prairie

Bridge Paint

$2,566,000

02

Gaetz - Highway 2 Mainline North Bound Structure Over
Highway 2A, Red Deer

N/A

Red Deer

Bridge Replacement

$2,331,000

682

East of Hines Creek

N/A

Grande Prairie

Slide Repair

$2,184,000

Highway
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Key Strategy 2.2: Enhance access and mobility for transportation users, and support routes servicing
major economic corridors and hubs.

Getting Alberta products to markets safely and efficiently within the province, across Canada and
internationally is a government priority and is essential to Alberta's economic prosperity. Market
access supports the growth of our economy, creates opportunities for employment and industry
development, and ensures long-term economic development and resilience. Collaboration between
provinces, railways and western marine ports in initiatives such as the Pacific Gateway Alliance (PGA)
ensures Alberta's exports efficiently access global markets. The PGA shares and makes
recommendations on port, rail, road and airport infrastructure, and actively promotes the Pacific
Gateway as a transportation hub to access Asian markets.
Alberta also participates in the New West Partnership (NWP) through the New West Partnership
Trade Agreement (NWPTA). Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Manitoba strive to
integrate economies and remove barriers to trade, investment and labour mobility. Collaboration and
partnerships are critical as Alberta shippers rely on transportation infrastructure in British Columbia to
access international markets, and Alberta views the Port of Vancouver in particular as a potential
gateway to support enhanced market access for its energy products. In 2017, Alberta exported
$9.1 billion or 75.8 per cent of its marine exports through the Port of Vancouver, and $1 billion or
8.3 per cent of its marine exports through the Port of Prince Rupert.
The PGA was tasked by the NWP to develop and implement a 10-Point Action Plan. The plan
identifies a series of actions that address transportation network capacity, coordination and
performance, as well as labour, environmental and safety conditions, to improve overall corridor
performance. In addition to participating in the Performance and Market Access and Transportation
Planning and Development Working Groups, Alberta is leading the Safety and Environment
Working Group. This group is primarily concerned with spill response, environmental and regulatory
issues, timely regulatory approvals, recruitment and training and common trucking regulations.
Under the leadership of the NWP, the PGA has also been tasked with undertaking an in-depth review
of western trade corridors, bottlenecks and regulatory barriers to the movement of goods. The ministry
continued to be involved in this review in 2017-18. A PGA Corridor Action Plan has been developed,
and actions identified will help ensure seamless corridor performance and improved corridor
effectiveness. This Action Plan will allow the PGA provinces to work with the federal government on
targeted infrastructure investment that improves supply chain efficiency and reliability and capacity of
the western transportation system.
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Results Analysis

Budget 2018 ensures the department will continue to expand and enhance the transportation system
and support long-term economic resiliency and stability. Over the next five years, more than
$3.3 billion will be invested in the planning, design and construction of roads and bridges and nearly
$2.3 billion will also be invested in Capital Maintenance and Renewal, to continue to ensure and
enhance the safe and efficient transport of products and people within Alberta.

Results Analysis

The results of multiple reviews and studies focusing on northeastern Alberta will inform a significant
investment that will improve the movement of goods, services and people into and throughout the
area. Once all reviews/studies are complete, Transportation will compile the recommendations into a
network-level overarching strategy. Reviews/studies include:
·

Fort Saskatchewan Bridge Twinning: The review is complete and Transportation
announced that twinning of the existing crossing over the North Saskatchewan River at
Fort Saskatchewan and twinning the remainder of Highway 15 will proceed.

·

High Load Corridor (HLC) Study: The final study is expected to be complete by the end of
June 2018. The study will prioritize recommendations for capital investment on the corridor
and consider any required updates to regulations, such as the Commercial Vehicle Dimension
and Weight Regulation.

·

Heavy Haul Bridge Review: Through the HLC study, a review of North Saskatchewan River
crossing upgrade options was completed to identify investment options.

Transportation has partnered with the City of Calgary on a study which will inform the proposed
transfer of management of Deerfoot Trail from the Government of Alberta to the City of Calgary. The
study will identify the potential short- and long-term infrastructure needs of Deerfoot Trail and consider
a range of possible freeway management strategies. Short-term operational and safety improvements
not impacting long-range enhancements are being considered, and a final report with
recommendations for future construction is expected by 2019.
Additionally, two planning studies are underway for Highway 3, Alberta's most southern national
corridor, to identify potential future improvements. This corridor connects the prairie provinces to the
British Columbia interior and lower mainland, as well as to four United States highway ports of entry.
Alberta's restored Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program (STIP) provides strategic, projectspecific investment for rural and smaller urban municipalities on a cost-share basis to sustain key local
transportation infrastructure. STIP funding improves the safety and travel of people and goods,
supports job creation and promotes economic growth in Alberta's towns and counties. Budget 2017
allocated $100 million for STIP projects. STIP funding continues to support capital construction and
rehabilitation projects under four funding streams: Local Road Bridges Program, Resource Road
Program, Local Municipal Initiatives and Community Airport Program.
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Construction continues on the critical $2.2 billion Southwest Calgary Ring Road project. In 2017-18,
$487.3 million was invested in the southwest ring road, which was approximately 30 per cent
complete as of March 31, 2018. This project will improve the movement of people and products
across the city and province, connecting communities while reducing traffic congestion and commute
times. The ring road is also part of a larger east-west trade corridor that will enhance access to
markets within and outside of Alberta, supporting economic diversification and sustained economic
growth. Major construction on the southwest section of the Calgary Ring Road was underway as of
July 2017.
The complex Southwest Calgary Ring Road project is expected to be open to traffic in 2021. The
project includes approximately 31 kilometres of new six- and eight-lane divided highway with 14
interchanges, one road flyover, one railway crossing (flyover), 47 bridges, two bridge rehabilitations
and three river crossings. Current traffic volumes on the existing Calgary Ring Road sections
average between 35,000 and 65,000 vehicles a day.
The delivery method and timing for the construction of the West Calgary Ring Road is currently
under review. Once built, this nine-kilometre segment will complete the Calgary Ring Road and provide
100 kilometres of free flow traffic around the city. It will run south of the Trans-Canada Highway along
the west side of the city and consist of 24 bridges and six interchanges.

Key Strategy 2.4: Promote harmonized standards and regulations with jurisdictional partners and
clearly communicate objectives to relevant industry.

Transportation 2030 is the federal government's strategic plan for the future of Canada's transportation
system. It is being developed as part of the larger Canada Transportation Act (CTA) review that began
in 2015. The Minister of Transport Canada introduced the Transportation Modernization Act (Bill C-49)
on May 16, 2017 to amend the current CTA and other related acts. The Act allows the federal
government to move forward with the implementation of the Transportation 2030 Strategic Plan.
Transportation is monitoring policy, legislation and regulatory developments and continues to
participate in the development of the federal transportation plan, to ensure Canada's transportation
network meets the needs of Albertans.
Alberta continued to participate in the New West Partnership as part of its harmonization efforts with
other jurisdictions. In 2017, the New West Partnership approved an updated work plan after extensive
industry engagement. Out of a previous 60 issues identified by stakeholders in 2010, only 25
interprovincial issues or barriers faced by the transportation sector were identified as outstanding.
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Results Analysis

Key Strategy 2.3: Continue construction of the Calgary Ring Road.

Results Analysis

Hours of service regulations continue to hold high priority for the trucking industry and oilfield sectors.
Across British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, subject matter experts in trucking
regulations – which include regulations related to weights and dimensions, carrier services, monitoring
and enforcement and licensing – continue to work together to implement items identified in the 2017
work plan.
In Alberta, carriers and their drivers are regulated by either the federal Commercial Vehicle Drivers
Hours of Service Regulation or the provincial Drivers' Hours of Service Regulation. In December 2017,
Transport Canada proposed amendments to the Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service
Regulation that would include a mandate of Electronic Logging Devices (ELDs) for federally regulated
carriers. ELDs electronically log a driver's hours of service, replacing the need to manage a paper log.
These changes, which are also intended to promote harmonization with American regulations, may be
announced as early as June 2018, and are expected to be fully implemented by 2020. While ELDs are
not currently mandated provincially, voluntary use is supported by an agreement through the NWP.
Transportation continues to work with Transport Canada and the Canadian Council of Motor Transport
Administrators to provide feedback to the proposed amendments, ensuring the large impact of these
changes on Alberta's federally regulated carriers is considered. A provincial approach to ELDs is under
development and dependent on the national outcome. Alberta continues to engage with other western
jurisdictions and will consult with provincially regulated carriers before considering amending the
provincial Drivers’ Hours of Service Regulation to include the adoption of ELDs or federal standards.
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Description: This measure indicates the percentage of ring roads in Calgary and Edmonton open to
multi-lane travel. The total corridor length when completed is approximately 100 kilometres in Calgary and
approximately 78 kilometres in Edmonton.
Rationale: The development of ring roads around the province's two major metropolitan areas is critical to
the economic development of the province. While accommodating traffic growth in the Edmonton and
Calgary regions, the ring roads also enable the efficient movement of goods and people into, out of and
around the two metropolitan areas, improving access from the cities to the rest of Alberta and vice versa
(see Methodology on pages 51 to 53).
Results: At the end of fiscal year 2017-18, 84 per cent of combined ring road kilometres were open to
travel.

Percentage of Combined Ring Road
Kilometres Open to Travel
100
Percentage

80.6
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Measure 2.a: Ring roads in Calgary and Edmonton: Percentage of
combined ring road kilometres open to travel

Results Analysis

Indicator 2.a: Alberta's exports by mode of transportation
This indicator is included to show progress toward achievement of long-term outcomes beyond the impact
of current government activities and is significantly affected by external factors not directly influenced by
the ministry. Through ensuring all users have access to a transportation system with a variety of modes to
safely transport products and people from origin to destination within Alberta, across Canada and
internationally, the ministry is helping to support a diversified economy. While economic recovery was
ongoing in 2017-18, the ministry's continued investment in modern transportation infrastructure is crucial
to facilitating trade and encouraging and supporting economic activity for years to come (see Methodology
on pages 51 to 53).

Performance Indicator
2.a

Actual
2013

Actual
2014

Actual
2015

Actual
2016

Actual
2017

Alberta’s exports1 by mode of
transportation ($millions):
· Intermodal (rail and marine)
· Road
· Air

24,451
7,623
1,781

27,334
8,977
1,887

24,156
8,140
1,784

22,277
7,137
1,442

27,184
8,137
1,691

Total exports1

33,855

38,198

34,080

30,856

37,012

2

Notes:
1
Only merchandise exports, excluding commodities transported by pipelines.
2
The reported figures are subject to future revisions by Statistics Canada.

Outcome
Three

Safety and Security: Transportation safety and security is
enhanced through educational, regulatory, technological
and infrastructure improvements

The transportation system is safe and secure, protecting Albertans and working toward zero
transportation-related deaths and serious injuries.

Key Strategy 3.1: Continue to implement transportation safety strategies to prevent transportationrelated deaths and serious injuries on Alberta's roads, as per the Vision Zero strategy.

Transportation's long-term strategy to save lives and reduce injuries and fatalities as a result of
collisions continues to evolve. Through key stakeholder consultation, issues to identify initiatives and
actions for priority areas for implementing safety strategies were identified. The ministry supports the
use of a Safe System Approach, an approach that takes a holistic view to enhance all parts of the
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The Community Mobilization Program continued to support Indigenous communities in addressing
local traffic safety priorities. Initiatives include work in driver training and examination, and occupant
restraint programs. The Alberta Traffic Safety Fund supported training for Indigenous community
members to deliver workshops encouraging youth to pass Class 7 driver's education. As of
March 31, 2018, more than 225 workshop facilitators have been trained across the province and
approximately 700 youth and adults have attended more than 50 sessions in Indigenous communities
across Alberta. Community Mobilization Specialists conducted 19 educational car seat clinics in one
Metis Settlement and 18 First Nation settlement communities across the province. Consultants are
also collaborating with the Child Passenger Safety Association of Canada in the development of child
car seat training materials. This includes developing manuals and using social media and online
demonstrations for First Nations, Metis Settlements and rural northern communities.
Transportation encourages child safety seat use through educational campaigns, funding community
mobilization education activities and working with partners to provide safety seat demonstrations.
Between 2006 and 2015, approximately 3,540 children aged four to nine were injured as passengers
in collisions in Alberta and 36 were fatal. In 2017, Alberta Health Services approved new
recommendations for child safety seat and seat belt use for children which align with best practice
across North America. Transportation facilitated child safety seat awareness campaigns at trade shows
during fall 2017, and new print and social media materials are under development.
The Alberta Traffic Safety Fund is a key tool that supports traffic safety projects in communities
across Alberta. Communities and other traffic safety stakeholders are encouraged to develop and
implement community-based, preventative, collaborative projects that support local traffic safety.
In 2017-18, 51 community grant applications were approved, totalling more than $558,000. Safe
speed continues to be a primary concern for grant applicants and a number of communities,
including Kikino Metis Settlement, Blood Tribe First Nation, City of Brooks and Town of Vegreville,
implemented speed safety campaigns using digital speed feedback signs. There was growing
interest this year from grant applicants to address drug-impaired driving. Funded grant projects
included supporting Blood Tribe First Nation, Medicine Hat, and Edmonton Police Services in training
Drug Recognition Experts and Vision Zero initiatives. Lac La Biche County, Wood Buffalo Safe/Healthy
Community Network, the City of Calgary and the City of Lloydminster all received grants to develop
local Vision Zero plans.
The Alberta Wildlife Watch Program, first launched in 2016, aims to reduce animal-vehicle
collisions on provincial highways, improve driver safety and reduce the impacts of highway traffic on
wildlife populations. The Alberta Wildlife Watch application is widely utilized by highway maintenance
contractors to report animal-vehicle collision locations. Work is underway to identify statistically
important animal-vehicle collision prone locations, which will accurately locate areas of concern and
allow cost-effective measures to be implemented as a means to increase driver and wildlife safety.
The estimated direct and indirect costs of animal-vehicle collisions total $280 million annually, and
account for approximately 50 per cent of all rural collisions. Projects to reduce the number of animalvehicle collisions are currently in the design and planning stages, with construction on select projects
expected to start in summer 2018.
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transportation system and keep all users safe. A comprehensive strategy will provide a mechanism for
implementing actions and tactics and adopting transportation safety best practices.

Results Analysis

Key Strategy 3.2: Continue to develop amendments to the Traffic Safety Act and regulations to align
with best practice and enhance the safety of transportation users.

Bill 29, An Act to Reduce Cannabis and Alcohol Impaired Driving, passed third reading on
November 29, 2017. Sections 2 through 16 of the Bill were proclaimed in force as of April 9, 2018.
The Bill amends Alberta's Traffic Safety Act to deter impaired driving and improve safety on the
province's roads and:
·

anticipates passage of Bill C-46, federal legislation that, among other things, enacts new
drug-impaired driving offences;

·

extends the Alberta Zero Alcohol Tolerance Program to include zero tolerance for drugs in
novice drivers;

·

ensures compliance with the Alberta Court of Appeal decision in Sahaluk v Alberta
(Alberta Transportation Safety Board); and

·

streamlines processes of the Alberta Transportation Safety Board.

The changes proclaimed to be in force as of April 9, 2018 include:
·

imposition of an immediate 90-day, fixed-term licence suspension followed by one year of
ignition interlock where a peace officer has reasonable grounds to believe a driver is
criminally impaired by alcohol, a drug or a combination of alcohol and a drug or has failed or
refused to comply with a demand to provide a breath, blood or bodily substance sample.
These sanctions are in addition to vehicle seizures and mandatory remedial education.

Bill 29 required the following Vehicle Seizure and Removal Regulation and Operator Licensing and
Vehicle Control Regulation amendments:
·

remove as a ground to appeal a vehicle seizure the fact that a person was not charged under
the Criminal Code with impaired driving or failure or refusal to comply with a demand;

·

granting a person who did not drive while criminally impaired, either by alcohol, a drug or a
combination of alcohol and a drug, or did not fail or refuse to comply with a demand for a
sample of breath, blood or bodily substance, grounds to appeal a vehicle seizure;

·

remove of all references to the laying of criminal charges for impaired driving or for failing or
refusing to comply with demand for a sample; and

·

update references to Criminal Code sections.

The Notice of Suspension/Disqualification set out in Schedule 1 of the Operator Licensing and
Vehicle Control Regulation was amended to:

30

·

remove all references to the laying and disposition of criminal charges for impaired driving or
for failing or refusing to comply with a demand;

·

allow enforcement to indicate a reasonable belief that a person has driven while criminally
impaired, either by alcohol, a drug or by a combination of alcohol and a drug, or has failed or
refused to comply with a demand for a sample of breath, blood or bodily substance;

·

change the heading “Alberta Zero Alcohol Tolerance Program for Novice/Graduated Driver
Licence” to “Alberta Zero Alcohol and Drug Tolerance Program for Novice/GDL”; and
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·

allow enforcement to indicate the detection of a drug in a novice driver's body.

Results Analysis

The rest of Bill 29 will be proclaimed in force once federal Bill C-46 receives Royal Assent.

Key Strategy 3.3: Work with law enforcement, other levels of government, emergency responders
and other emergency management partners to enhance incident response and emergency
management processes.

In partnership with local authorities, the Government of Alberta engaged in an annual Emergency
Management Exercise in late February and early March 2018. The exercise included representatives
from orders of government, emergency management agencies, industry and six communities of the
Grande Prairie Regional Emergency Partnership. This year's scenario was a forest wildfire that moves
rapidly through rural communities to a large urban centre, providing opportunity to practise and
evaluate emergency response plans within a collaborative environment.
The May 2016 wildfires highlighted the Fort McMurray area's reliance on Highway 63 as the sole
route to and from Fort McMurray and the oil sands developments in northeast Alberta. The ministry is
looking at viable alternative evacuation routes for Fort McMurray and the Wood Buffalo Region.
Development of a supporting benefits study is underway with results expected in summer 2018.
Transportation created a department Security Officer role in support of the Corporate Security
initiative led by Justice and Solicitor General (JSG). This subject matter expert role represents the
ministry on security issues related to physical security, policy development, threat, risk and impact
assessments, planning, training and administration. Appointed within the Emergency Management
program area, this role provides advice to stakeholders and Transportation's executive leadership and
is accountable to maintain partnerships with the Assistant Deputy Minister Public Safety Committee
regarding the coordination of activities, security issues and exchange of information through
consultation with the JSG Corporate Security Office.
During 2017-18, Transportation staff attended or assisted with 295 road and nine rail incidents
involving dangerous goods. The ministry worked with law enforcement, other orders of government,
emergency responders and other partners to enhance safety programs, incident response and
emergency management systems. The ministry also completed 671 facility inspections and 45
highway tank facility audits to ensure dangerous goods were handled and transported through
communities and Alberta highways safely and securely.
In 2017-18, the ministry's Dangerous Goods Unit and Co-ordination and Information Centre (CIC)
delivered two courses designating 30 Provincial Peace Officers as On-Highway Dangerous Goods
Inspectors within the province. An additional 56 re-certifications were also issued, for a total of 86
designations issued. Overall, there are 354 Alberta Peace Officers holding On-Highway Dangerous
Good Inspector designations, which are valid for five years, further strengthening the relationship
between law enforcement and Transportation.
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The CIC also participated in the annual Emergency Response Exercise hosted by Alberta Support and
Emergency Response Team (ASERT). The three-day exercise simulated a spill into the Kananaskis
River and brought together multiple levels of law enforcement, provincial government ministries and
federal government ministries.

Key Strategy 3.4: Continue to work with industry partners to ensure the safe and secure
transportation of dangerous goods through communities.

Transportation participated in national discussions conducted by Transport Canada regarding the
establishment of a Fund for Railway Accidents involving Designated Goods (FRAIDG). The fund is
intended to provide compensation to the victims of rail accidents for damages caused by crude oil
when such damages exceed the railway's limit of liability and insurance. The fund is confined to
incidents occurring on the federal rail system. Work continues on improving FRAIDG's readiness and
efficiency on specified issues related to claims, liability and compensation.
Transportation's Emergency Management program continued to engage with stakeholders, including
other ministries and the Alberta Emergency Management Agency (AEMA). Memorandums of
Understanding (MOUs) with departmental stakeholders within the government, federal partners
including RCMP and municipalities through AEMA have been established to maintain and evolve
communication and notification regarding emergency events.
Improving and enhancing the safe transportation of dangerous goods throughout communities in the
province continued to be a priority for Transportation. Key actions related to dangerous goods
transportation over the past year include:
·

ongoing engagement with Justice and Solicitor General and Transport Canada regarding
requirements and compliance;

·

engaging with industry, municipalities, fire departments and Indigenous communities for
ongoing coordination and delivery of Alberta's Transportation of Dangerous Goods program;
and

·

operating the 24/7 CIC, which provides information and technical advice, in addition to
assistance during emergency response incidents.

In the 2017-18 fiscal year, the CIC received more than 27,800 calls. Of those calls, 7,517 were for
Dangerous Goods and Rail Safety, 13,671 were for Environment and Parks, 6,550 were for the
Alberta Energy Regulator and 93 were for the Natural Resources Conservation Board. The
ministry's CIC and Dangerous Goods Unit also reviewed 263 companies for Permits of Equivalent
Level of Safety for the transportation of dangerous goods, with 196 permits issued to companies that
were in compliance. The CIC also administers Dangerous Goods Route Bylaws, overseeing 32
active bylaws within the province, including two new bylaws approved in the 2017-18 fiscal year.
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The High Load Corridor (HLC) consists of designated highways within Alberta which have
overhead utility lines raised to accommodate loads up to nine metres high. The initial corridor
construction was funded by Transportation, with costs being recovered from users of the corridor in the
form of permit fees. In 2017-18, $1.6 million in fees collected from industry was reinvested back into
the HLC for further development of the corridor by removing and/or raising powerlines.
The ministry is engaged in a HLC Study, a comprehensive province-wide study intended to take a
long-term, systemic and strategic approach to updating and developing Alberta's HLC network for
oversize and overweight loads. The HLC Study's goals are to identify network deficiencies, review
existing routes, recommend necessary changes, develop a prioritized long-term capital investment
plan and consider any required regulatory updates. This study is being completed in two stages.
Stage one included the development of an extensive HLC map and stage two will prioritize
recommendations for capital investment on the corridor and consider any required updates to
regulations, such as the Commercial Vehicle Dimension and Weight Regulation.
Protecting Alberta communities against severe flooding along Calgary and other downstream
communities on the Elbow River is a priority for the Government of Alberta. The Springbank
Off-Stream Reservoir is a $432 million project that will construct a dry reservoir to temporarily store
water during a flood event. Together with the Glenmore Reservoir in Calgary, the level of protection will
be equivalent to the amount of water that swept through the region during the 2013 flood. Once the
danger of flooding has passed, an outlet structure will safely release water back to the Elbow River in
a controlled manner. Engineering, community engagement and environmental assessment work have
continued during 2017-18. In April 2018, the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency informed
the Government of Alberta that the project conforms to the agency's guidelines. Pending final
regulatory approval, this three-year construction project is scheduled to begin late 2019. The project is
expected to be functionally operational for the 2022 flood season, and fully operational for the 2023
flood season. This timeline represents a 10-month delay from previous project expectations.
Additional flood mitigation projects throughout the province continued in 2017-18 to help protect,
highway infrastructure against major rainfall events. Work included erosion control on bridges, culvert
repairs, bank stabilization and sideslope repairs. Three projects increasing the resiliency of critical
water management infrastructure were completed: Bullhorn Wasteway, Taylor Wasteway and Travers
Reservoir. These projects will protect irrigation systems in southern Alberta from flood impacts,
ensuring water supply for communities and the agriculture industry.
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Key Strategy 3.5: Strengthen critical infrastructure to reduce the impacts of small and large
emergency incidents.

Results Analysis

Key Strategy 3.6: Continue to provide oversight and compliance reviews to ensure Alberta highways
remain one of the safest in the country.

Transportation is represented on the federal-provincial-territorial task force on the Transportation of
Dangerous Goods, as well as the federal-provincial Working Group on Railway Safety. Through this
involvement, the ministry continues to offer direct input toward regulatory changes aimed at enhancing
public safety, including: improvements in addressing adequate labels and placards displayed on
packages or vehicles transporting dangerous goods, proper classification, shipping document
information, unified enforcement action and emergency response assistance. Transportation also
participated in a national committee that oversees the development and review of dangerous goods
transportation standards through the Canadian Standards Association. The standards are for certified
containers that move and transport dangerous goods throughout Alberta, and ensure the safety and
compliance of all dangerous goods.
The Carrier Services section of Transportation is responsible for the coordination and delivery of
the National Safety Code (NSC) standards for approximately 21,000 bus and truck carriers.
Carrier Services ensures all carriers are licensed according to provincial and federal requirements.
This involves the application and issuing of Safety Fitness Certificates, as well as the monitoring of
carrier safety and maintenance programs. Components of the NSC as implemented in Alberta are
reviewed through facility audits. Additional monitoring of liability, cargo and passenger hazard insurance
is undertaken by the administrative group. This group is responsible for the distribution of carrier profiles
and supports the activities of the Registrar and the Alberta Transportation Safety Board.

Measure 3.a: Combined fatal and major injury collision rate per 100,000
population
Description: This measure describes the three-year rolling average number of the combined fatal and
major injury collisions as a rate per 100,000 population.
Rationale: To continue efforts to reduce the number and severity of traffic collisions on Alberta's roads,
the ministry monitors the combined fatal and major injury collision rate per 100,000 population (see
Methodology on pages 51 to 53).
Results: The three-year average combined fatal and major injury collision rate per 100,000 population
was 61.0, which is above the target of 58.5. This variance of 2.5 collisions per 100,000 population is
largely due to many contributing factors that have the potential to impact achieving targets for this
measure, including changing population demographics, levels of economic activity in the province,
increases in the number of drivers and registered vehicles, as well as traffic volumes on provincial roads.
Continued growth in Alberta also affects the outcomes, for example, traffic volumes for 2017 have
increased by 8.22 per cent from 2013, as recorded by Alberta's 385 Automated Traffic Recorder sites
throughout the province. Alberta's population as of July 1, 2017, as reported by Statistics Canada, was
4,286,134 (Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 91-215-X). Levels of enforcement, engineering initiatives,
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community mobilization, strategic communication and education initiatives will affect this measure. Many
traffic safety initiatives, such as reducing impaired driving or increasing occupant restraint use are about
changing attitudes and behaviours and these types of changes can take several years, if not decades to
achieve. When determining the targets longer-term goals are taken into consideration and targets follow
those outlined in the ministry's transportation safety strategies. The current target follows this same
trajectory, which has been decreasing over time. The 2017-18 collision rate is based on the best
information currently available and is preliminary and subject to change as more information becomes
available.

Results Analysis

Outcome
Four

Environmental Stewardship: A transportation system that
is managed in an environmentally responsible and
sustainable manner

Alberta's transportation system supports economic growth while balancing the need to reduce negative
environmental impacts in support of the long-term health and integrity of the environment.

Key Strategy 4.1: In alignment with the Alberta Climate Leadership Plan the ministry will identify
mitigations to advance energy efficiencies and reduce greenhouse gas and air contaminant emissions,
including exploring the use of green infrastructure.

In 2017-18, Transportation continued its commitment to retrofit all provincial highway lighting to Light
Emitting Diode (LED) technology over the next seven years. LED lights use approximately 50 per cent
less energy than High Pressure Sodium lights while providing better illumination and reducing lighting
glare for motorists. LED lights also have a much lower failure rate and a longer expected lifespan,
reducing maintenance costs over the lifetime of the infrastructure. By the end of fiscal 2017-18, three
sites amounting to approximately 5,400 luminaires in total were selected for LED replacement. The
ministry replaced 1,999 lights on Southwest Anthony Henday Drive in Edmonton in 2017-18. This will
save up to 1,150 tonnes of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, the equivalent of taking 245 cars off the
roads. The installation of approximately 3,400 lights along Northwest Stoney Trail and Deerfoot Trail in
Calgary has commenced, and is expected to be completed by the end of the 2018 construction
season. Over the next 20 years this project is expected to reduce GHG emissions associated with
highway lighting by more than 200,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide-equivalent. As well, the department
anticipates saving $19.5 million from reduced maintenance and replacement costs and $15.4 million
from reduced energy consumption as a result of the project.
New Generation Wide Base Single Tires (NGWBST) are wider tires that have been developed for
commercial carriers as an alternative to dual-tire configurations. The single tire configuration can
reduce fuel consumption for commercial carriers. A pilot project allowing some carriers to use
455 mm NGWBST at maximum allowable axle weights on selected routes was completed in
June 2017. The project evaluated the potential fuel efficiency increases of trucks using NGWBST
versus traditional dual tires. Fuel consumption of commercial carriers participating in the project was
reduced by approximately nine per cent. As of July 2017, 455 mm NGWBST are now permitted to be
used at full weights by commercial carriers via an annual fleet exemption permit, which requires
municipal approval for travel on local roads and with no weight-per-kilometre fee.
Working with industry, Transportation has developed an Alberta pre-approval process for the off-site
modular construction and transportation of heavy modules for projects such as oil and gas facilities.
Heavy module transport is expected to result in reduced emissions, as fewer load transport
movements are required, and increased project efficiency, as the majority of assembly can take place
off-site at controlled manufacturing facilities rather than on-site.
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Transportation contributed to multiple national working group discussions to provide input toward the
regulatory overhaul of green regulations, promote environmental stewardship in the transportation
sector and ensure Alberta's interests are heard and protected. This included ongoing participation with
the following groups:
·

Federal-Provincial-Territorial Zero-Emission Vehicle Working Group – This group is
contributing to the development of the National Zero-Emissions Vehicle Strategy under the
Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change, set to be completed in
2018. Transportation's ongoing participation ensures the strategy reflects the capacities and
priorities of Alberta.

·

Infrastructure and Grid Readiness Working Group – This group aims to increase
refuelling/charging infrastructure availability and grid readiness to encourage zero-emission
vehicle use in Canada in the short- to medium-term, while preparing for widespread adoption
of automated, connected and shared zero-emission vehicles in the future. Transportation's
participation will ensure a consistent and nationally aligned approach to grid readiness is
understood and implemented in the province.

·

Transportation Working Group on Energy Efficiency – This group is led by Natural
Resources Canada whose mandate is to assess the status and enhance the alignment of
transportation energy efficiency activities across Canada's jurisdictions and to investigate
opportunities for further collaboration and new initiatives.

·

Policy Planning and Support Committee Transportation and Environment Task Force –
Transportation has assisted with the completion of two reports for this group that address the
integration of active transportation and the electrification of transportation into Canada's
transportation system.

·

Cross-Ministerial Working Group – This group, led by the Alberta Climate Change Office
(ACCO), is working on developing the proposed National Clean Fuel Standard.
Transportation participates in this group to understand and assess the impact the Clean Fuel
Standard would have on the transportation system. The ACCO participates in national
working groups and represents Alberta's positions.
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An MOU establishing a partnership with Transportation and industry associations relating to GHG and
air contaminant emission mitigation has been renewed until December 31, 2020. All parties are
committed to fostering climate change adaptation during the design stage for construction and
maintenance of Alberta's highways which will increase the overall resilience of the highway network
and reduce long-term costs.

Results Analysis

Key Strategy 4.2: Investigate opportunities and partnerships for development and promotion of public
transportation systems through grant funding programs that support more sustainable, energy efficient
forms of transportation.

Transportation is finalizing Alberta's public transportation strategy, which includes developing
performance targets for greening Alberta's transit fleet. Work was ongoing in 2017-18 to develop
partnerships with other orders of government to enable energy efficient transit projects, and on
April 13, 2018 Transportation announced joint funding with the City of Edmonton and federal
government for the purchase of up to 40 electric buses over the next two years in Edmonton. This
$43 million investment in energy-efficient buses will improve commute times, reduce emissions and
lay the foundation for economic growth and job creation for Albertans.
Development of the new Alberta Community Transit (ACT) Fund, informed from engagement with
Albertans and transit stakeholders, has been underway this past year. This new fund will support the
expansion and greening of Alberta's transit system and aims to support an increase in overall ridership
throughout Alberta. The ACT Fund seeks to increase transit ridership and reduce reliance on singleoccupancy private vehicles for transportation, thereby decreasing associated GHG emissions. This
work supports the goals of Alberta's Climate Leadership Plan.
Funding through the Green Transit Incentives Program (GreenTRIP) provides grants to enable
municipalities to offer and expand public transportation services to their residents. Investment
highlights during 2017-18 include:
·

providing $1.48 million in August 2017 toward three projects in Canmore and Banff that
included bus shelter installations and improvements, and refurbishing seven electric and
bio-diesel buses; and

·

announcing $20 million in March 2018, along with $10 million from the Municipal
Sustainability Initiative, toward a new park-and-ride transit facility in St. Albert.

Key Strategy 4.3: Work with partners to ensure all Albertans, including Indigenous communities, have
reliable access to clean and safe drinking water and water/wastewater treatment systems and disposal
facilities by providing funding through the Alberta Municipal Water/Wastewater Partnership and
Water for Life.

In May 2017, more than $131 million from the Water for Life (W4L) and the Alberta Municipal
Water/Wastewater Partnership (AMWWP) programs was designated to support 29 water infrastructure
projects across Alberta over the next three years. This includes $37 million in provincial W4L grants for
a wastewater line from Sylvan Lake to Red Deer, which will support the current and future needs of this
community as a growing tourism destination.
In 2017-18, $52.9 million in AMWWP grants and $59.4 million in W4L grant funding was provided to
municipalities across Alberta. This funding assists smaller communities and regional projects in rural
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Alberta invested $14.6 million in 2017-18 under the First Nations Water Tie-In Program (formerly
called UNDRIP – Access to Regional Drinking Water Systems) and has further committed an
investment of approximately $83 million over the next five years for water projects that provide
Indigenous communities in Alberta reliable access to clean and safe drinking water.
Transportation and Indigenous Relations have identified a number of projects that will tie into
existing water lines. Consultation to ensure First Nations and Indigenous Services Canada support
projects is ongoing. Construction for the Paul First Nation project is now complete and construction
for the Alexis First Nation project is underway and expected to be completed in 2018. Design for the
Whitefish First Nation project is currently underway, with an expected construction completion date
of May 2020.
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Alberta with the construction of key priority water supply and treatment projects, and wastewater
treatment and disposal projects.

Description: This measure represents the percentage of municipal partners satisfied with the overall
quality of services provided by the ministry in the administration of grant programs. Respondents rate their
satisfaction on a scale of 1 to 6 (1 being very unsatisfied and 6 being very satisfied). Results include all
those clients who indicated they were “somewhat satisfied”, “satisfied”, or “very satisfied”. The survey is
administered every two years to allow the ministry sufficient time to develop and implement strategies that
address survey findings.
Rationale: The ministry is committed to service excellence and strives to develop an environment where
partners consistently experience positive outcomes when interacting with the ministry. Results of the
survey allow the ministry to continually improve its services to municipalities.
Results: The survey is conducted every second year, there are no results or target for 2017-18. The most
recent data is for 2016-17 when the survey was last completed. In 2016, 87 percent of municipal clients
were satisfied with the overall quality of service. There is a variance of 6 percent between 2016 and 2014
results, that may be interpreted as comparable performance when taking into account their range of
precision. On average, the results are accurate within plus or minus 5.4 per cent, 19 times out of 20.
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Note:
In 2017-18 the ministry identified new performance measures were under development that better demonstrate support of
environmental stewardship outcomes, and they will be implemented in 2018-19.
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Innovation and Technology Integration: Alberta's
transportation system adapts to new innovations and
technologies

The transportation system is flexible and adaptable to rapidly evolving technologies and systems that
will improve transportation safety, sustain the lifetime of transportation infrastructure and provide timely
information to Albertans.

Key Strategy 5.1: Continue to enhance the 511 Alberta Traveller Information Portal to provide
transportation users with reliable and timely travel and road condition information.

511 Alberta is a free traveller information service that provides up-to-date information about Alberta's
provincial highways, reporting on: highway conditions, traffic status, road construction and maintenance
activities, road incidents, roadside camera images, weather alerts, ferry crossings, and border crossing
wait times. 511 Alberta has evolved significantly since its launch in 2013 and now includes an Alberta
Snow Plow Tracker site, a Citizen Reporter feature, and a camera network of 150 cameras displaying
images with five-minute refresh rates.
Major design and planning is underway for the ongoing upgrading and development of 511 Alberta.
The website upgrade will provide valuable real-time and static information to the travelling public,
business and commercial operators across the region. A contract for software platform redevelopment
was awarded in 2017 and the rebuild project is expected to be complete in summer 2018. The system
will include many new features, such as:
·

Dynamic Routing offering travel time and alerts for origin-destination routes created by users
for up to three alternate routes;

·

Speed Data covering all highways and arterials using industry-leading traffic data maps;

·

Cameras capable of disseminating still images, video clips and live streaming video;

·

Social Media integration with automated tweeting;

·

Comprehensive Analytics in both historical and real-time; and

·

My511, allowing users to personalize the 511 experience, including options to create an
unlimited number of personalized routes, subscribe to configurable alerts for incidents and
travel time and set up favourite camera locations.

The new 511 Alberta platform will serve as the hub for highway management and will support existing
and future national and provincial Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS). The multi-jurisdictional
model proposed will provide the opportunity for municipally controlled and maintained highways/roads/
transit to be reported on one single platform, the first of its kind in Canada, and will lead to strengthened
collaboration with municipalities to facilitate economic growth and safety.
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Outcome
Five

Results Analysis

The enhancements to the 511 Alberta platform as outlined are fundamental to ensuring a reliable,
safe, efficient and effective transportation system that supports the development and diversification of
Alberta's economy and enhances Albertans' quality of life. Reliable, accessible and accurate 24/7
real-time information for all road users helps ensure safety on Alberta's highway network, reduces
congestion, collisions and emergency response times, and helps ensure the safe and secure
movement of commercial goods through communities. Analysis of collected data will also inform
decision-making and lead to smart, sustainable, economic investments, including planning for
infrastructure that promotes seamless and integrated connections between communities.

Key Strategy 5.2: Investigate and implement innovative technologies and approaches that support the
safety and mobility of travellers.

The ministry continues to adapt and respond to technology and innovations that continue to rapidly
evolve. In March 2018 Bill 2, the Growth and Diversification Act was introduced in the Legislative
Assembly of Alberta. It enacts the Interactive Digital Media Tax Credit Act and amends the
Investing in a Diversified Alberta Economy Act and the Promoting Job Creation and Diversification
Act. Within the Act, Schedule 3 requires the Minister of Transportation to “submit to the Executive
Council a strategic plan and investment strategy in support of advancing unmanned aerial systems
[drone systems] to make Alberta a leader in this area of technology and in support of job creation,
economic diversification and investment in Alberta.”
The ministry is committed to research that investigates and supports the implementation of new
technologies and innovative approaches, including:
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·

Partnering with the University of Alberta (U of A) to use a network model to explore the
vulnerability of communities in Alberta to natural disasters as part of a Capacity Scan and
Vulnerability Assessment of Alberta's highway network. As well, 511 Alberta is working with the
U of A on a research project titled “Near Real-Time Alerting to Evacuation-Type Network Use”.
The study examines the potential application of cell phone data to obtain situational awareness
during evacuation-type events which may enable Transportation's network operators and
partners to provide real-time information to the public and enhance future evacuation planning.

·

The Road Weather Information System (RWIS) study, designed to develop a systematic
method for estimating road, weather and surface condition information between different pairs
of existing stations in Alberta, to improve winter road maintenance services while reducing the
cost of road patrolling.

·

Migrating to the Laser Crack Measuring System (LCMS) eliminates the need for
Transportation department staff to manually measure pavement distresses in live traffic,
increasing safety for both staff and the travelling public. The LCMS is a state-of-the-art data
collection that occurs at highway speeds, increasing productivity and providing the ability to
collect data on the entire paved network.

·

Light Emitting Diode (LED) replacements continued in 2017-18. The project's intent is to
change all overhead lighting on Alberta's highways from High Pressure Sodium (HPS) lights
to LED lights.
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LiDAR technology studies were undertaken in 2017-18 to explore the applications of the
technology to collect data on vertical and horizontal bridge clearances, roadside sign locations
and sign panel area information in a central repository.

·

The feasibility of using anonymous TELUS cell phone data and other supplementary
data sources provided by Transportation to supplement the Household Travel Survey
(particularly the Travel and Activity Diary) so that traffic pattern data can be directly collected
with no additional infrastructure investments.

·

Completing a Rolling Weight Deflectometers (RWD) study. RWDs are devices that collect
pavement strength data at posted highway speeds. The study compared this technology to the
standard pavement strength data collection method using a Falling Weight Deflectometer
(FWD). Initial results indicated the technology has the potential to be more cost-effective and
significantly reduce the amount of FWD testing required, thereby increasing data collection
speed and improving safety.

·

Monitoring the development of automated vehicles (AV) and co-hosting a conference in
June 2018 on automated and connected vehicles to address complex social, technological,
operational and policy-related issues surrounding AVs and their introduction to the
transportation network.

Key Strategy 5.3: Investigate and implement innovative technologies, standards and approaches to
reduce costs and promote the long-term affordability and efficiency of the transportation system.

Transportation continues to invest in Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) technologies that improve
maintenance operations, increase the efficiency of incident responses, optimize the use of materials
and resources and enable the public to make informed and safe driving choices. The implementation of
ITS communication infrastructure will ensure high reliability of the systems and will generate long-term
cost savings. The Road Weather Information Systems (RWIS) provide real-time information on road
and weather conditions, and when combined with other meteorological data, forecasting models can
predict upcoming pavement and weather conditions. RWIS is used by Alberta's highway maintenance
contractors to plan and strategize winter road maintenance operations. In 2017, the RWIS network
consisted of 112 roadside Environmental Sensing Stations (ESS) distributed in 96 stations along
provincial rural highways and 16 stations deployed along two ring roads in Edmonton and Calgary.
These stations are equipped with web cameras used for road condition verification and integrated with
511 Alberta for general public use for en route information and pre-trip planning. Most of the RWIS
network was built between 2005 and 2007 and has gradually expanded and been enhanced over the
last 10 years.
In 2017, the ministry completed another phase of network expansion and five ESS were deployed – two
in rural areas and three on the Edmonton Ring Road – with two of these stations using solar power.
New mobile RWIS technology has been introduced as an additional source of the RWIS information,
and offers the flexibility to collect the data when and where needed. Mobile RWIS technology is a useful
and cost-effective option for data collection along rural highways exposed to variable microclimatic
zones and locations with higher winter collision risk.
.
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The Maintenance Decision Support System (MDSS) continues to provide vital information which
promotes affordability and efficiency of the transportation network. The MDSS is an RWIS-based system
which provides road treatment recommendations as guidelines during winter (e.g., when to plow the
snow, when and how much salt should be used on the road). These recommendations are matched and
provided in conjunction with weather conditions, to be used in the maintenance decision-making
process. In 2017, the MDSS knowledge base was expanded to incorporate best maintenance practices
from new contractors servicing the ring roads.
The Road Condition Warning System (RCWS) integrates RWIS and its road stations with Dynamic
Message Signs (DMS) to detect site-specific environmental conditions such as high winds and road
surface ice and fog, and to provide real-time warning messages to travellers. RCWS is able to address
issues where localized road/weather conditions such as icing cannot be treated by highway
maintenance contractors in a timely manner, thus requiring immediate notification to the public. The
system sends a weather/road alert notification to operational staff, highway maintenance contractors
and 511 Alberta. Providing accurate, real-time information about road and weather conditions helps
keep road users safe and allows highway maintenance contractors and operational personnel to
improve responses and road treatment strategies. Since 2016, RCWS were deployed at three locations:
Highway 2 at Dunvegan Bridge and Highway 22 at Drayton Valley Bridge to provide warnings about
adverse winter driving conditions (ice/frost on the bridge/road) and fog in the Peace River Valley, and
Highway 22 near Lundbreck to provide high wind warnings.
In 2016, the Government of Alberta's agreement with the City of Calgary for the municipality to operate
the Regional Traffic Management Centre (RTMC) on behalf of the province was renewed. This work
includes:
·

monitoring traffic operations using traffic cameras and coordinating responses to traffic
incidents on Deerfoot Trail and Stoney Trail;

·

using advanced technologies such as Bluetooth detectors to manage traffic flows on the two
highways; and

·

informing travellers of real-time delay data through Dynamic Message Signs (DMS).

Since 2008, 12 pan, tilt and zoom cameras and 13 DMS were installed along Deerfoot Trail and
Stoney Trail. As well, 13 Bluetooth Detectors along a nearly 50 kilometre segment on Deerfoot Trail
have been installed to enable travel time monitoring and capture data. In 2017 two overhead DMS
signs at Peigan Trail and Glenmore Trail were also upgraded as part of ongoing RTMC work.

Key Strategy 5.4: Continue to enhance the automated Transportation Routing and Vehicle Information
Multi-Jurisdictional permitting system in collaboration with municipalities across Alberta, ensuring
consistent overweight permit fee distribution to municipal partners to offset highway maintenance
costs.

The Transportation Routing and Vehicle Information System Multi-Jurisdiction (TRAVIS-MJ) was
launched on April 1, 2014 to address industry's need for a simplified, electronic oversize commercial
vehicle permitting system. TRAVIS-MJ is able to accept a single electronic permit application and apply
the rules and requirements of the province and all affected municipalities to create a single permit
document. This modern permit database tool was designed to provide municipalities with the ability to
easily approve/deny permits issued by the province for travel on roads under their authority and facilitate
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Currently, 277 out of 347 municipalities in the province are participating in TRAVIS-MJ and the numbers
continue to grow. In the 2017-18 fiscal year, the following jurisdictions were added: Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo; the City of Airdrie; Sturgeon County; the Towns of Fox Creek, Claresholm,
Edson and Bashaw; and the Summer Villages of Island Lake South, Larkspur, Mewatha Beach, West
Baptiste and Grandview. Transportation staff also worked with the City of Edmonton to develop and test
the municipality's system in preparation for a 2018 implementation.
The total number of permits issued in 2017-18 was 206,000 – up seven per cent compared to 2016-17 –
and generated $3.4 million in municipal permit revenue. Preliminary work on a project that will
modernize TRAVIS-MJ and further improve the province's permitting program has begun and is
expected to be released in 2018-19.

Measure 5.a: Performance Measure under Development
In 2017-18 the department identified new performance measures were under development that
demonstrate support of innovation and technology integration toward reducing environmental impacts and
improving efficiencies. The following measure will be implemented in 2018-19:
·

Light Emitting Diode (LED) lighting on provincial highways in Alberta: Cumulative number of
lights converted to LED technology along provincial highways
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the sharing of permit revenue between the province and the municipalities. TRAVIS-MJ has the ability to
charge permit applicants a municipality-set fee which is collected by the province and then distributed to
municipalities.

Results Analysis

Outcome
Six

Long-term Sustainability and Affordability: Alberta can
afford to maintain its existing transportation assets and
invest in new strategic infrastructure

Transportation uses asset management principles to make investment decisions on enhancing and
maintaining Alberta's transportation network.

Key Strategy 6.1: Create and implement a transparent asset management plan in partnership with
municipalities, other governments and industry and examine the long-term sustainability of the
network.

Transportation continued to develop a comprehensive transparent asset management plan that will
guide investment decisions designed to maintain and enhance Alberta's transportation network. This
plan recognizes the key role of Transportation in leveraging highway assets to continue providing
services to clients. Servicing needs were determined by engaging and collaborating with partners and
stakeholders to enhance the movement of goods via multi-modal corridors and overweight/
over- dimension/high load corridors.
The ministry collaborated with stakeholders toward asset management and capital planning during
2017-18, and accomplishments include:
·

completing stage one of the High Load Corridor (HLC) Study in April 2018 with the
development of a HLC map following a review of HLC routes in the province, in coordination
with municipality and industry stakeholders. This review highlighted routes for consideration in
stage two of the study which will prioritize recommendations for capital investment on the
corridor and consider any required updates to associated regulations;

·

signing MOUs with the City of Calgary and the City of Edmonton, to jointly develop Regional
Travel Demand Models for assessing transportation impacts and infrastructure needs in the
two growth regions;

·

conducting an inaugural cross-ministry workshop in coordination with Environment and Parks
and asset managers from all ministries. Cross-ministry work continued as part of the Enterprise
Resource Planning project, where requirements on the Enterprise Asset Management module
are being discussed;

·

participating in the Transportation, Alberta Roadbuilders and Heavy Construction Association
and the Consulting Engineers of Alberta Tri-Party conference to share information and provide
knowledge transfer on asset management issues; and

·

participating in meetings hosted by the Infrastructure Asset Management Association in
Alberta.

As part of the Municipal Government Act Review, Municipal Affairs drafted an amendment to the
Off-site Levies Regulation (OSLR) in collaboration with Transportation and other stakeholders between
summer 2017 and early January 2018. To aid in the development of a sustainable and affordable
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Key Strategy 6.2: Enhance transportation asset management planning to support strategic decisionmaking, taking into account life-cycle costs, and economic, environmental and social impacts.

Transportation's Asset Management Plan, follows the International Standards Association's ISO 55000
for Asset Management, and is targeted for completion in spring 2019. The plan will provide systematic
processes (capital planning, procurement and delivery of projects) that will aid in decision-making and
resource allocation to meet long-term goals of growth and sustainability. Asset management takes a
risk-based approach when making data-driven decisions as to how and where money and resources will
be allocated to effectively operate, maintain, upgrade and expand assets throughout their lifecycle.
Applying asset management principles maximizes the performance of provincial highways for Albertans
and ensures better use of time, money and resources, as well as providing transparency and
accountability.
The ministry applies operational excellence principles to improve procurement and project management
as well as to the capital planning process, specifically the identification and prioritization of strategic
projects. This increases alignment between the department's capital plan proposals and client needs,
further supporting government goals and objectives related to the province's economic, environmental
and social needs.
Transportation completed the second year of a three-year project to develop the Alberta Spatial
Economic and Travel (ASET) Model. The model will be used to track the economic impacts of capital
investments (or project-specific economic benefits) and assess the direct and indirect effects of
transportation investments on Alberta's economy, and consequently inform decision-making and project
prioritization. ASET is a province-wide integrated economic, land-use and travel demand system that will
model the multi-modal movements of people and goods within and through Alberta. This will enable
analysis that will quantify the economic, social and environmental impacts of transportation projects
across the province in terms of labour, access to markets, productivity and economic growth. This
analysis, which will be integrated with other models and other applications, will include: transportation
corridor planning between cities, province-wide system planning, bypass studies, rural project
forecasting, emissions analysis, freight planning, economic development studies, input to other regional
transportation models and project prioritization.
Transportation participates in the Land-Use Secretariat's Regional Plan development, contributing to the
North Saskatchewan Regional Plan (NSRP) and specifically to the economic development sections for
the High Load Corridor, surface materials/aggregates and infrastructure corridors. The North
Saskatchewan Region covers 85,780 square kilometres of central Alberta, or 13 per cent of the total
land in Alberta, and includes about 38 per cent of the provincial population. Transportation has
jurisdiction over provincial highways and connections to them, while municipalities are responsible for
the regional/municipal infrastructure that leads to these highways. Assisting with the development of
regional plans strengthens the coordination of planning among municipalities, other government
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highway network, the proposed amendment to the OSLR gives municipalities the authority to charge
off-site levies for road projects that connect to provincial highways. As part of a phased-in proclamation
of the Municipal Government Act, this amendment came into force May 1, 2018.

Results Analysis

departments and Transportation. This ensures growth plans align with the long-term interests of both the
region and province, particularly with developments that may impact the provincial highway system.
Transportation also continues to assist with the development of the Lower Athabasca Regional Plan
amendment, with a draft plan scheduled for October 2018. The NSRP will be the third regional plan
developed under Alberta's Land-Use Framework. Lower Athabasca and South Saskatchewan Regional
Plans have already been completed, and all outstanding regional plans are expected to be complete by
2025.

Key Strategy 6.3: Partner with the federal government to fund transportation infrastructure
needs.

The federal government and Transportation jointly announced funding in July 2017 for a project that will
see the construction of a new bridge and twinning of Highway 2 through Peace River. The ministry is
investing $88 million and the Government of Canada is providing more than $74 million toward the
twinning. This project will reduce congestion and improve traffic flow and safety for travellers, local
residents and businesses. The project is underway and completion is expected fall 2020 at a total
estimated cost of $162 million. In 2017-18, $17.5 million was spent on this project.
Additionally, ten bundles consisting of 96 rehabilitation and improvement projects on provincial
highways across Alberta were announced in spring 2017 and are being jointly funded by the
Government of Alberta and the Government of Canada. These projects were approved under the
Highway and Roads category of the federal Provincial-Territorial Infrastructure Component –
National and Regional projects, and are infrastructure projects of national, regional and local
significance that contribute to economic growth, a clean environment and stronger communities.
The federal government is contributing nearly $255 million – up to 50 per cent of total eligible costs –
with Transportation investing more than $279 million. Project bundles include: Highway 2,
Highway 43, Highway 63, Northern Alberta Highway Rehabilitation, Peace Region Highway
Rehabilitation, Central Alberta Pavement and Rehabilitation, Southern Alberta Highway
Rehabilitation 2017, Southern Alberta Highway Rehabilitation 2018, Intersection and Reconstruction
and Bridge Renewal.
The Government of Alberta works closely with the Government of Canada to invest in public
infrastructure that supports reliable, affordable and sustainable transit services that improves Albertans'
ability to safely and efficiently connect to jobs, services and each other.
A bilateral agreement was signed on September 1, 2016 between Alberta and Canada under which a
maximum of 50 per cent of eligible project costs will be funded by the Government of Canada as part of
the Public Transit Infrastructure Fund (PTIF). The Government of Canada has pledged $347.2 million in
funding over a maximum of four years through PTIF in Alberta's major urban and rural communities,
with $188.9 million in additional support coming from the Government of Alberta.
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·

July 5, 2017: Six Projects – These investments will help the City of Leduc replace a specialized
transit bus and upgrade bus stops, rehabilitate high-capacity articulated buses in Airdrie,
purchase a bus for local service in Spruce Grove, and design and implement a transit plan for
Lake Louise-Banff.

·

September 8, 2017: Three Projects – These investments will help Pincher Creek purchase a
fully accessible, energy efficient bus and five bus shelters, build a Park and Ride facility in
Turner Valley, and purchase three transit vehicles adapted for wheelchair use in Black
Diamond.

·

September 14, 2017: One Project – This investment supports the busway renewal project for
the Edmonton Lakewood Transit Centre busway.

Key Strategy 6.4: Implement approaches to ensure highway operations and maintenance programs
achieve the best value for investment and the most effective results for Albertans.

Highway maintenance activities, such as snow clearing, sanding, pavement patching and crack sealing
help preserve our provincial highway network and ensure roads are safe and efficient for all drivers.
Transportation invested $385.7 million in ongoing maintenance and preservation of the highway network
in 2017-18. The ministry prepared new highway maintenance contracts which will be ready for tender in
2018. The contracts are being rewritten to encompass contract maintenance area boundary changes
and new performance-based specifications for the majority of the highway maintenance contract work.
Performance-based specifications will encourage contractors to implement innovative and more
effective solutions to accomplish the work. The new specifications include a focus on environmental
responsibility, encouraging contractors to work closer with municipalities and small business and more
evenly allocate risk. These changes are expected to further develop effective working relationships
between the ministry, maintenance contractors, regulators, municipalities and local businesses, ensuring
the best value for services and for Albertans.
Transportation continues to implement studies and trials of new products, processes, approaches and
equipment to support continuous improvement in achieving value for investment while reducing the
environmental impacts and maintaining safety and accessibility for the travelling public. This year, the
department initiated a pilot program using Mobile Advanced Road Weather Information Sensor
(MARWIS) units mounted to vehicles. These units collect real-time weather and road condition
information, which is used to enhance decision-making and better optimize the use of road salt on
Alberta's highways.

Measure 6.a: Physical condition of provincial highway surfaces
Description: This measure defines the percentage of the paved highway network that is in good, fair or
poor condition. The International Roughness Index (IRI) is used to measure the roughness of roads and is
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In addition to 49 PTIF projects receiving PTIF support announced on September 1, 2016 and 52
projects announced on December 3, 2016, the following major funding announcements have been
made:

Rationale: This measure is used to assess the quality of the paved highway network, in support of
efficient movement of commuter, business, personal and commercial traffic. The preservation of pavement
quality through regular rehabilitation reduces the total life-cycle cost of the highway system, improving
return on investment for Albertans (see Methodology on pages 51 to 53).
Results: In 2017-18, 58.0 per cent of the paved highways were in good condition compared to the target
of 55.5 per cent; 26.4 per cent of the paved highways were in fair condition compared to the target of 28.0
per cent; and 15.6 per cent of the paved highways were in poor condition compared to the target of 16.5
per cent. The increasing capital rehabilitation expenditures in 2016-17 and 2017-18 have resulted in
improved pavement condition over the last two years. The amount of poor highway in 2017-18 has
improved from the 2016-17 result. In conjunction with maintenance and preservation investment in the
network, innovative approaches in highway maintenance such as pavement patching have improved
highway surface condition and prolonged the life of pavement. The government recognizes that the
provincial highway system is critical to the economic prosperity and social vitality of the province.
Therefore, the government will continue to invest in highway repaving and innovative solutions to maintain
the percentage of highways in good and fair condition under increased traffic flows. The ministry continues
its forward looking direction to find best utilization of capital and operating maintenance activities to extend
the use of highway rehabilitation investment to other capital improvements such as climbing passing lanes
and rest areas to support safety measures and highway grade widening that enhance freight movement to
support economic development.

Physical Condition of Provincial Highway
Surfaces
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used as a sole measurement to categorize overall physical condition. The segments in poor and fair
condition are those that require attention now or in the future.
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Note:
In the 2017-20 and previous ministry business plans, the physical condition of provincial highways is reported in terms of being
in good, fair or poor condition. In 2018-19, physical condition of provincial highways will be reported by category to ensure the
results are more easily understood, as follows:
·
·

Category 1: Adequate for intended use and expected to provide continued service life with average maintenance.
Category 2: Aging components are nearing the end of their life-cycle and require additional expenditures for renewal or
refurbishing.

·

Category 3: Upgrading is required to comply with minimum codes or standards and deterioration has reached the point
where major repairs or replacement are necessary.
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Measure 2.a: Ring roads in Calgary and Edmonton: Percentage of
combined ring road kilometres open to travel
The measure is based on construction project data supplied by the engineering consultants supervising
the ring road construction. The percentage is calculated by totalling the number of kilometres multi-lane
roadway opened to travel versus the total kilometres of ring road (178 kilometres). Length of Calgary and
Edmonton Ring Roads is estimated based on information from planning studies. When highway is
constructed and open to travel, the completion length is calculated using As-Built data. This could cause
a small variation between the target and the result.

Indicator 2.a: Alberta’s exports by mode of transportation
The data presented by this indicator is sourced from Statistics Canada's International Merchandise Trade
Database. Only the value of merchandise trade is captured by these statistics, the service sector exports
are not included in the presented figures. The data is expressed in millions of Canadian dollars and is
based on a calendar year. Transportation mode includes air, marine, rail and road; the pipelines mode is
not captured by this indicator. The data reflects the transportation mode by which the international
boundary is crossed. The reported figures are subject to future revisions by Statistics Canada.

Measure 3.a: Combined fatal and major injury collision rate per 100,000
population
Data for this measure was taken from the ministry's eCollision Analytics database. The results for the
measure are based on a calendar year. Collisions include those that result in the death of a person within
30 days of the collision or in a major injury (persons with injuries or complaint of pain that went to the
hospital and were subsequently admitted even if for observation only) to at least one person involved in
the collision. Data is compiled from collision reports completed by the attending law enforcement officer
where the collision resulted in death or major injury to at least one person. The collision rate reported is
based on a rolling three-year average. The following calculation is used to determine the individual
collision rate for each year: Number of Combined Fatal and Major Injury Collisions / Population *
100,000. Rates are then averaged to represent a rolling three year average using the following
calculation: (Year1 Rate per 100,000 Population + Year2 Rate per 100,000 Population + Year3 Rate per
100,000 Population) / 3.

Measure 4.a: Percentage of municipal clients satisfied with overall quality
of service (biennial survey)
Transportation's aim is to conduct the client satisfaction survey every second year to measure the
satisfaction of municipal partners with the ministry's service for municipal grant programs.
An external consultant is contracted to conduct the survey to ensure the objectivity of results. Municipal
clients are defined as organizations that have interacted with ministry staff regarding municipal grant
programs during the survey calendar year, primarily from municipalities and towns.
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Performance Measure and Indicator Methodology

Respondents are asked to rate on a scale of 1 to 6 (1 being very unsatisfied to 6 being very satisfied)

Results Analysis

their satisfaction with Municipal Grant Programs on the following eight key service areas:
·

Clarity of written materials

·

Timeliness of service delivery

·

Ease of access to information

·

Proficiency of staff

·

Ease of access to services

·

Courtesy of staff

·

Consistency of services

·

Overall quality of services

Results reported include all those clients who indicated they were '4 – somewhat satisfied,' '5 – satisfied,'
and '6 – very satisfied' with the service provided.
In 2016, there were a total of 168 surveys completed and returned for a response rate of 49.27 per cent.
Data analysis includes cross-tabulation of quantitative data, whereby the frequency and percentage
distribution of the results for each question were broken down based on client location and client sector.
It also included coding of open-ended questions. On average, the results are accurate within plus or
minus 5.4 per cent, 19 times out of 20.
Results from the 2014-15 survey are based on a total of 167 surveys completed and returned for a
response rate of 47.97 percent and are accurate within plus or minus 5.5 percent, 19 times out of 20.

Measure 6.a: Physical condition of provincial highway surfaces
An external consultant is contracted to conduct the collection of data to ensure the objectivity of results.
The identification of highways as good, fair, or poor relies on criteria established as a result of the
University of Calgary's comprehensive research study on road conditions and other performance
measures conducted for the ministry in 2002.
The study's recommendations resulted in the establishment of condition threshold values. Condition
threshold values are defined as the boundary between categories of good-fair and fair-poor, and are set
using a proactive life cycle analysis approach. The values are categorized by highway classification and
are compiled into one-kilometre segments.

Condition

110km/h highway group

Good

Average

IRI

<1.5 m/km
<1.9 m/km

Fair

≥1.5 m/km

Average

IRI

Poor

≥1.9 m/km

Average

IRI

Other highway group
Average

IRI

<1.5 m/km

≥1.5 m/km

Average

IRI

<2.1 m/km

≥2.1 m/km

Average

IRI

These threshold values are the same threshold values identified in the 2002 report. This is for consistency
reason in gauging the condition trend over time.
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The IRI for all highways is obtained through data collected annually by an external consultant for the
ministry.
The consultant calculates the average IRI value over every 50-metre segment of the Alberta highway
network. This detailed data is further averaged over one-kilometre sections to provide an assessment of
condition over practical lengths.
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After existing good, fair, poor segments are identified, anticipated work activities and pavement
deterioration rates are used to determine future performance targets.

Results Analysis
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Independent Auditor’s Report
To the Members of the Legislative Assembly
Report on the Consolidated Financial Statements
I have audited the accompanying consolidated financial statements of the Ministry of Transportation,
which comprise the consolidated statement of financial position as at March 31, 2018, and the
consolidated statements of operations, change in net debt and cash flows for the year then ended, and a
summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Financial Information

Management’s Responsibility for the Consolidated Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated financial
statements in accordance with Canadian public sector accounting standards, and for such internal
control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of consolidated financial
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
Auditor’s Responsibility
My responsibility is to express an opinion on these consolidated financial statements based on my audit.
I conducted my audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that I comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain
reasonable assurance about whether the consolidated financial statements are free from material
misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the consolidated financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment,
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control
relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the consolidated financial statements in
order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the consolidated
financial statements.
I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my
audit opinion.
Opinion
In my opinion, the consolidated financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of the Ministry of Transportation as at March 31, 2018, and the results of its operations, its
changes in net debt and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian public sector
accounting standards.

[Original
signedFCPA,
by W.FCMA,
Doug Wylie
W. Doug Wylie
ICD.DFCPA, FCMA, ICD.D]
Auditor General

June 5, 2018
Edmonton, Alberta
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Independent Auditor’s Report
To the Minister of Transportation
Report on the Financial Statements
I have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Department of Transportation, which
comprise the statement of financial position as at March 31, 2018, and the statements of operations,
change in net debt and cash flows for the year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting
policies and other explanatory information.

Financial Information

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian public sector accounting standards, and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
Auditor’s Responsibility
My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. I conducted
my audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require
that I comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance
about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as well
as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.
I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my
audit opinion.
Opinion
In my opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
the Department of Transportation as at March 31, 2018, and the results of its operations, its changes in
net debt and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian public sector
accounting standards.

[Original
signedFCPA,
by W.FCMA,
Doug Wylie
W. Doug Wylie
ICD.DFCPA, FCMA, ICD.D]
Auditor General

June 5, 2018
Edmonton, Alberta
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Independent Auditor’s Report
To the Minister of Transportation and the Chair of the Alberta Transportation Safety Board

Financial Information

Report on the Financial Statements
I have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Alberta Transportation Safety Board, which
comprise the statement of financial position as at March 31, 2018, and the statements of operations,
change in net debt and cash flows for the year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting
policies and other explanatory information.
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian public sector accounting standards, and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
Auditor’s Responsibility
My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. I conducted
my audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require
that I comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance
about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as well
as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.
I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my
audit opinion.
Opinion
In my opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
the Alberta Transportation Safety Board as at March 31, 2018, and the results of its operations, its
remeasurement gains and losses, its changes in net debt, and its cash flows for the year then ended in
accordance with Canadian public sector accounting standards.

[Original
signedFCPA,
by W.FCMA,
Doug Wylie
W. Doug Wylie
ICD.DFCPA, FCMA, ICD.D]
Auditor General

May 31, 2018
Edmonton, Alberta
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