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2019 Agri-Food Exports 
Alberta Highlights 
Agri-Food Statistics Update: Issue EXP 20 - 1 

What are Agri-Food Exports? 

Agri-food exports refer to exports of primary 

agricultural commodities (animals and crops) and 

processed agricultural and food products (value-

added exports). The latter includes: food, beverages 

and animal feed, as well as inedible crude animal 

and plant products. 

Highlights 

 In 2019, Alberta agri-food exports totaled 

$11.6 billion, down 2.1 per cent from the record 

high in 2018 ($11.9 billion). Declines were 

reported mainly in exports of primary 

commodities while exports of value-added 

products increased. 

 Alberta continued to be the third-largest exporter 

of agri-food products in Canada, after Ontario 

and Saskatchewan. 

 Value-added exports continued to grow for the 

sixth consecutive year, up 4.8 per cent to 

$6.4 billion, accounting for 54.7 per cent of 

Alberta’s total agri-food exports. Larger exports of 

beef, prepared animal feed, canola cake and 

meal, other oils, fats and waxes, and refined 

canola oil, contributed to the increase. 

 Exports of primary commodities fell 9.4 per cent 

to $5.3 billion in 2019, representing 45.3 per cent 

of Alberta’s total. The decline was a result of 

lower exports of canola seed, wheat, barley, fruits 

and vegetables, and other live animals. 

 Beef was the top export product in 2019. Wheat 

was the second largest export, followed by 

canola seed, crude canola oil, and live cattle 

(excluding purebred). 

 The United States remained Alberta’s largest 

export market, followed by China, Japan, Mexico, 

and Bangladesh. 

Alberta Agri-Food Exports 

In the crop sector, wheat remained the leading crop 

export in 2019, despite a 13 per cent fall in value 

and 10.5 per cent drop in quantity. The decline was 

a result of lower exports to the United States, China, 

Mexico, Peru, and Chile. Canola seed fell 34 

per cent in value and 27 per cent in quantity, mainly 

due to lower exports to China resulting from trade 

disruptions. Exports of canola seed to Japan, 

Mexico and the United States were also down in 

2019. Exports of barley fell slightly by 3.3 per cent. 

Among other selected crops, gains were reported for 

dry peas, dry beans, oats and potatoes, in both 

value and quantity. 

In the livestock sector, total exports of live animals 

were up in 2019. The value of live cattle (excluding 

purebred) exports jumped by 47.8 per cent and the 

number of cattle increased 36.2 per cent. 

Additionally, live hog exports rose 13.8 per cent in 

value and 9.1 per cent in quantity. 

For meat exports, beef continued to grow and 

reached a record $2.4 billion in 2019 (up 

18.3 per cent from 2018), making it Alberta’s top 

agri-food export product (by value). In contrast, pork 

exports declined in value (down 2.2 per cent) and 

quantity (down 10.6 per cent), mainly due to lower 
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exports to the United States and China. Exports of 

processed meat rose 8.5 per cent in 2019. 

Top Export Markets 

In 2019, combined agri-food exports to Alberta’s top 

five export markets (United States, China, Japan, 

Mexico and Bangladesh) totaled $8.6 billion, 

representing almost three-quarters of Alberta’s total 

agri-food exports.  

The United States continued to be Alberta's largest 

trading partner, accounting for 40.2 per cent of total 

agri-food exports. In 2019, exports to this market 

rose 7.6 per cent to $4.7 billion. Compared to 2018, 

commodity exports increased 9.4 per cent, mainly 

due to higher exports of live cattle (excluding 

purebred), hogs, dry beans and potatoes. Increases 

were also reported in exports of value-added 

products such as beef, processed meat, canola oil 

(crude and refined), oilseed cake and meal, and 

beverages (excluding juices). The United States 

remained Alberta's sole export market for live cattle 

(excluding purebred) and hogs, and accounted for 

over 70 per cent of the province's total beef exports 

(value and quantity). 

 

Exports to China, Alberta's second largest market 

in 2019, posted the largest percentage decrease 

among the top five countries. Exports to this market 

dropped sharply by 34.2 per cent to $1.8 billion. The 

decline was a result of substantially lower exports of 

canola seed, crude canola oil, wheat, soy beans, 

raw hides and skins, barley and pork. In 2019, crude 

canola oil was the largest export to China at $460 

million (down 35.7 per cent), followed by dry peas at 

$293.6 million (up 1.7 per cent). Exports of canola 

seed fell 73.4 per cent to $220.7 million due to trade 

disruptions. Canola seed, oil, and cake and meal 

combined made up more than one-half of Alberta's 

total exports to this market.  

Exports to Japan, Alberta's third largest market 

grew 2.7 per cent to $1.3 billion in 2019. Increases 

were reported in exports of beef, pork, barley, honey 

and crude canola oil. Beef exports grew sharply by 

59.9 per cent to $278.4 million, while pork rose 14.6 

per cent to $234.2 million and ranked the third 

largest export. Exports of canola seed, the largest 

export to Japan, fell 24.5 per cent to $288.8 million. 

Also, exports of wheat, hay and fodder, live horses 

and processed meat declined.  

(1) Top products and markets are ranked by the 2019 value. 

 

2015 2016 2017r 2018r 2019p 2019/2018

% Change

10,181    9,993      11,725    11,888    11,636    -2.1

6,625      6,488      7,357      7,586      7,138      -5.9

1 Beef (Fresh, Chilled, Frozen, Incl. Offal) 1,696      1,670      1,736      2,039      2,413      18.3

2 Wheat 2,423      1,820      2,136      2,307      2,009      -13.0

3 Canola Seed 1,677      1,841      2,021      1,735      1,146      -34.0

4 Crude Canola Oil 243         533         853         1,002      828         -17.3

5 Live Cattle (excl. Purebred) 585         623         612         502         742         47.8

7,416      7,331      8,498      9,102      8,597      -5.5

1 United States (U.S.) 3,998      4,048      4,279      4,348      4,678      7.6

2 China 1,588      1,375      2,150      2,774      1,825      -34.2

3 Japan 1,101      1,226      1,262      1,273      1,307      2.7

4 Mexico 572         540         601         553         456         -17.4

5 Bangladesh 157         142         206         154         330         114.0

5,379      4,957      6,141      5,812      5,268      -9.4

4,802      5,036      5,584      6,075      6,368      4.8

 Primary Commodities

 Value-Added Products

 Alberta Agri-Food Exports, 2015 - 2019

Top Products and Markets (1)
Millions

Total Agri-Food Exports 

Top Five Products in 2019

Top Five Markets in 2019
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Exports to Mexico, Alberta's fourth largest market 

fell 17.4 per cent in 2019 to $456.4 million. The 

decline was a result of lower exports of canola seed, 

wheat and malt barley. Canola seed exports were 

substantially down by 32.7 per cent to $140.1 million 

and wheat fell 43.1 per cent to $ 67.3 million. 

However, beef exports were up 8.7 per cent to 

$109.4 million. Canola seed, beef and wheat 

combined contributed 69.4 per cent of Alberta's total 

agri-food exports to this market.  

Exports to Bangladesh, Alberta's fifth largest 

export market in 2019 more than doubled from 

$154.3 million in 2018 to $330.2 million. The 

increase was a result of larger exports of wheat, dry 

peas, canola seed and soy beans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information 
 

Please contact: 

Jianqing Chen, Trade Research Statistician 

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry 

Economics and Competitiveness Branch 

Statistics and Data Development Section 

Phone: 780-427-4005 

Email: jianqing.chen@gov.ab.ca 

 

The source of data is Statistics Canada, 

International Trade Division 

r – Revised, p – Preliminary 

 

Note to users: The contents of this 

document may not be used or reproduced 

without properly accrediting Alberta 

Agriculture and Forestry, Economics and 

Competitiveness Branch, Statistics and 

Data Development Section. 

Total Agri-Food Exports in 2019: $11.6 billion 

Definitions 

These highlights present the latest annual international trade statistics released by Statistics Canada. The 

information is preliminary and subject to revision.   

International trade statistics are compiled by Statistics Canada according to the "General" system of trade 

defined by the Statistical Office of the United Nations. Under this system, domestic exports include all goods 

grown, extracted or manufactured in Canada, including goods of foreign origin, which have been materially 

transformed in Canada.  

Trade statistics are classified and published according to the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding 

System (Harmonized System or HS). The HS is a product classification system used by almost all countries in 

reporting export and import statistics. 

Export statistics used in this document are Customs based statistics and exclude re-exports.  
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