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Ministry Fact Sheet – Mandate and Structure 
The Ministry of Education provides leadership, direction, and oversight in the delivery of a student-centred education 
system that promotes the success of children and students, and provides assurance to the public. Alberta Education 
supports choice within the education system, recognizing that public schools, separate schools, francophone schools, 
independent (private) schools, charter schools, alternative programs, early childhood services programs and home 
education programs are integral in providing a variety of options in education programs for students and parents. 

Alberta Education develops and implements curriculum that enables all students to achieve provincial student learning 
outcomes and monitors student progress through the administration of provincial assessments. The ministry supports 
student success in learning by enabling students to develop foundational knowledge, understanding and skills that are 
needed to become lifelong learners who are inspired to pursue their interests and aspirations, achieving fulfilment and 
success, while contributing to their communities and the world.  

The ministry works collaboratively with First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students, parents, Elders, governments, 
organizations, communities and partners in striving for excellence in Indigenous education. Alberta Education 
supports First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students in prospering through their learning journeys. 

High standards for teachers, school leaders, and school authority leaders are maintained by the ministry by ensuring 
that their preparation and professional growth focus on the competencies needed to help students achieve their best, 
and that effective learning and teaching are achieved through collaborative leadership. Teachers and leaders are 
responsible for analyzing the learning context, attending to local and societal considerations, and applying the 
appropriate knowledge and abilities to make decisions resulting in quality teaching, leading and learning for all.  

The ministry charts the course for the education system and oversees the administration of education programs and 
services. The department’s mandate is to establish guiding legislation, allocate public funds, ensure accountability for 
funds and activities, and plan learning facilities that meet educational requirements. This includes upholding high 
standards of professional practice and conduct in the teaching profession by improving transparency and increasing 
accountability. School divisions’ mandates are to provide K–12 education, including educational services, establish 
policies for the provision of those educational services, and maintain and repair school facilities. School division 
leaders attend to local and societal context, implement strategic direction, consider policy implementation and manage 
resources to enable learning supports, quality teaching and leading, and student achievement.  

The department continues to provide ongoing guidance on operational issues related to COVID-19. Alberta 
Education is working to understand and address the long-term impacts of COVID-19 on mental health and 
educational achievement.  
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A more detailed description of Education and its programs and initiatives can be found at: www.education.alberta.ca. 
 
The Ministry of Education continues to review programs to ensure Albertans receive efficient and client-focused 
services from their government. As part of this ongoing review, the ministry is committed to protecting and 
supporting Albertans and job creators by reducing red tape by one-third by 2023, modernizing regulations, eliminating 
unnecessary regulatory requirements, and reducing administrative burden through more efficient processes including 
digital solutions.   
 
Ministry business plans should be considered in conjunction with all budget documents - including the Fiscal Plan, 
Government Strategic Plan, and Estimates - which work together to provide a complete overview of government’s 
commitment to responsible fiscal management. 
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Business Plan – Core  

Outcome 1 
Alberta’s students are successful 

Key Objectives 

1.1 Implement new, province wide K–6 curriculum with a focus on English Language Arts and Literature, Math, and 

Physical Education and Wellness. 

1.2 Increase opportunities for hands-on learning experiences through collegiate high schools, apprenticeship 

programs and vocational education. 

1.3 Implement Grades 1 and 2 assessments in language and math to help assess progress in the critical early years. 

1.4 Modernize provincial student assessment by developing and implementing online assessment capabilities. 

Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 

• $8.4 billion in 2022-23 to support instruction and early childhood services programs in school authorities. 

Performance Metrics 
1.a Performance Measure: High school completion rate (2020-21 data available June 2022) 

High school completion is important for entry to the labour force and post-secondary programs. In 2019-20,  
85.8 per cent of students completed high school within five years of entering grade 10.  
 
Targets 2022-23 86.0% 2023-24 86.2% 2024-25 86.5%  

Outcome 2 
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students in Alberta are successful 

Key Objectives 

2.1 Strengthen education programs, policies and initiatives for First Nations, Métis and Inuit students. 

2.2 Support the development of educational services agreements to enhance outcomes for First Nations students by 

establishing agreement standards. 

2.3 Work with the federal government to streamline how First Nations people access key services such as education. 

2.4 Work with school authorities to share Indigenous education data, respond to updated legislative requirements and 

enhance grant accountability. 

Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 

• $8.4 billion in 2022-23 under Outcome 1 includes funding for First Nations, Métis and Inuit students. 

Performance Metrics 
2.a Performance Measure: High School completion rate of self-identified First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 

students (2020-21 data available June 2022) 
High school completion is important for entry to the labour force and post-secondary programs. In 2019-20,  
68.0 per cent of self-identified students completed high school within five years of entering grade 10.  
 
Targets 2022-23 68.5% 2023-24 68.7% 2024-25 69.0% 
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Outcome 3 
Alberta has excellent teachers, school leaders, and school authority leaders 

Key Objectives 

3.1 Identify potential supports, such as professional learning as well as learning and teaching resources, that may  

be needed, and options for providing these supports to school authorities, to successfully implement  

new curriculum. 

3.2 Bolster the teaching workforce in high demand regions and high need subject areas. 

3.3 Strengthen the K–12 education system through the College of Alberta School Superintendents Act by establishing a 

legislated professional organization. 

3.4 Enhance children and students’ safety while at school by refining processes and improving oversight of the 

teacher discipline process to bring Alberta in line with other jurisdictions. 

Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 

• $85 million 2022-23 for education system support costs.  

Performance Metrics 
3.a Performance Measure: Students who achieved acceptable standards on provincial achievement tests  

Demonstrates the effectiveness of the education system in preparing students for high school. In 2018-19,  
79.6 per cent achieved the acceptable standard in Language Arts (LA) and 66.6 per cent in Math. Due to the 
pandemic provincial achievement test administration was at the discretion of school authorities in 2019-20  
and 2020-21.  
Targets 2022-23 LA 80.6% 

Math 67.4% 
2023-24 LA 80.7% 

Math 67.5% 
2024-25 LA 80.8% 

Math 67.6% 

Outcome 4 
Alberta’s K–12 education system is well governed and managed 

Key Objectives 

4.1  Enable schools to support students experiencing academic challenges and to create school environments that 

support student well-being and positive mental health. 

4.2 Support choice with a variety of schooling options for students and parents within the education system. 

4.3 Develop and implement strategies and plans for maintaining and assessing the need for school capital projects. 

4.4 Reduce red tape and increase assurance for parents, schools, and operators by streamlining financial and 

governance practices for private schools and private early childhood services operators. 

Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 

• $30 million in 2022-23 to support well-being, mental health, and students experiencing academic challenges.  

Performance Metrics 
4.a Performance Measure: Satisfaction that school provides a safe, caring and healthy learning environment 

A safe, caring and healthy learning environment is fundamental to facilitating student learning. In 2020-21,  
86.5 per cent of students, parents, teachers, and school board members were satisfied that schools provided a 
safe, caring and healthy learning environment. 
Targets 2022-23 87.0% 2023-24 87.3% 2024-25 87.5% 
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