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Rutherford Scholarship 
Eligibility Measure 
Methodology for Rate Calculation 

Introduction 
This document describes the methodology used by 
Alberta Education to calculate the Rutherford 
Scholarship Eligibility Measure.  
 
This document is also available on the  
Alberta Open Government Portal at 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/rutherford-
scholarship-eligibility-measure-methodology-for-rate-
calculation 

Purpose 
To provide perspectives on excellence in student 
outcomes in high school, Alberta Education 
calculates the Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility 
Measure. This measure is the rate at which Grade 
12 Alberta students meet the academic criteria 
specified for the Alexander Rutherford Scholarship. 
 
The Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Measure is 
calculated at the provincial, authority and school 
level. It is included in the set of measures used to 
assess and report on the performance of public, 
separate, Francophone, charter and Level 2 
accredited private school authorities. As such, the 
measure forms a core part of the Accountability 
Pillar Online Reporting Initiative (APORI). 

Data Sources 
The Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Measure is 
calculated based on detailed student data from 
Alberta Education’s Provincial Approach to Student 
Information (PASI) and information from Alberta 
Advanced Education. 
 
A list of Grade 12 students and course completion 
records are obtained from Alberta Education’s PASI. 
This information is provided to Alberta Advanced 
Education for processing in order to determine 
whether student marks in eligible courses in Grades 
10, 11 and 12 have met the academic criteria for the 
Alexander Rutherford Scholarship. Based on results 
returned from Alberta Advanced Education, Alberta 
Education calculates the Rutherford Scholarship 
Eligibility Measure. 

Formula 
Alberta Education calculates the Rutherford 
Scholarship Eligibility Measure as the percentage of 
Grade 12 students in a given school year whose 
marks in eligible courses in Grades 10, 11 or 12 met 
the criteria for the Alexander Rutherford Scholarship 
for at least one grade during high school. 
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Definitions 
Count of Grade 12 Students 
The count of Grade 12 students consists of students 
registered in Grade 12 in public, separate, 
Francophone, charter and accredited funded private 
schools on September 30th of a given school year. 
These students must have completed at least one 
Grade 12 course in that school year.  
 
Students in the following categories are excluded 
from the calculation: 
• students who are not registered on September 

30th of the school year;1 
• students who are registered in schools under 

provincial or federal authorities;2 
• students who are registered in schools not 

affiliated with Alberta (e.g., Lloydminster school 
authorities); 

• students 20 years of age or older on September 
1 of the school year; 

• students identified in the Grade 12 school year 
as having a severe or moderate cognitive 
disability or severe multiple disability; 

• students identified in the Grade 12 school year 
as exchange or visiting students. 

Qualifying Marks 
In assessing students’ academic performance, 
Alberta Advanced Education uses the criteria 
established for the scholarship for the year in which 
students were identified as Grade 12 students.  
 
The current requirements for the Alexander 
Rutherford Scholarship are available here: 
http://studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships/alberta-
scholarships/rutherford-scholarship 

Authority and School Rates 
The Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Rate is 
calculated in a similar way for school authorities and 
schools as for the provincial rate.  

For Authorities 
Students are attributed to the school authority of 
their Grade 12 registration on September 30th of the 
school year in question. Should they have a 
September 30th Grade 12 registration in more than 
one authority, the student is attributed to the school 
authority where they have a primary Grade 12 
registration. 

For Schools 
Students are identified in the school governed by the 
authority to which they have been attributed. This is 
the same school where the students have a Grade 
12 registration by September 30th of the school year 
in question. Should they have a September 30th 
Grade 12 registration in more than one school, the 
student is attributed to the school where they have a 
primary Grade 12 registration. 
 
 

1  Students who register in Grade 12 after September 30th of the school year are not included in calculations for the 
Rutherford Scholarship Eligibility Measure. 

 
2  Provincial authorities are comprised mostly of post-secondary institutions, while federal authorities are comprised mostly 

of First Nation schools. These students are not the responsibility of the Government of Alberta. 
 

Contact 
System Assurance Branch 

System Excellence, Alberta Education 

Phone:  (780) 643-9193 (in Edmonton) 

310-0000 (Toll-free within Alberta) 

Email:  EDC.SystemAssurance@gov.ab.ca 
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