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March 29, 2018 
 
 
Darlene Bouwsema 
Deputy Minister of Children’s Services 
12th Floor, Sterling Place 
9940 – 106 Street 
Edmonton AB  T5K 2N2 
 
Dear Darlene Bouwsema: 
 
Subject: K.C. – Public Fatality Inquiry  

Response to Recommendations 
 
Please find enclosed the Honourable Judge F.K. MacDonald’s report to the Minister of Justice 
and Solicitor General. This report will be publicly released on April 19, 2018. 
 
The following recommendations may impact Alberta Children’s Services: 
 

1. A high risk youth should not be assigned to a part-time case worker. If a case 
worker in the High Risk Youth Initiative is not available for a high risk youth, then 
the youth should be assigned to a full-time case worker who has had training in 
dealing with high risk youth. 
 

2. It is recommended that no child be admitted to a placement or moved from one 
placement to another without a direct and specific and detailed discussion by 
the caregivers about suicide as it related to that child.  It is recommended that a 
concise detailed and current suicide profile accompany every child in care to and 
between every placement. 
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3. Crossroads, or any facility which houses high risk youth (excepting a secure 
treatment facility) should incorporate a clause in their bed closure policy which 
recognizes that a change in the dynamics between the youth in a facility or of 
the youths’ high risk behaviours may justify the termination of a placement of a 
particular youth, where that youth’s influence or behaviour proves to be 
detrimental to the welfare of the other youth in the facility. 

 
As these recommendations may also impact E4C Crossroads House, a request for a response 
has been send to that entity as well.  
 
I ask that you please advise the following: 
 

1. Whether Alberta Children’s Services accepts, accepts in principle, does not accept, or 
has a different response to each recommendation; 
 

2. A brief explanation of why that decision was made; and 
 

3. If Alberta Children’s Services intends to accept the recommendation, or to implement 
different measures, what steps will be taken in that regard.  

 
A response to this enquiry is not mandatory. However, be advised that this letter and any 
response received will be publicly released and posted on the Open Government Portal:  
 
https://open.alberta.ca/opendata/responses-to-public-fatality-inquiry-recommendations.  
 
If a response has not been received by August 20, 2018, that information will also be made 
publicly available.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Fuchinsky 
Fatality Inquiry Coordinator 
Enclosure 
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