
Alberta has a long history of environmental 
stewardship. Our relationship with air, land, 
water and biodiversity guides the work we do 
and environmental protection and enhancement 
is a “never ending, but ever rewarding task.” A 
task Alberta Environment and Parks (formerly 
Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource 
Development) takes seriously and has a passion for.

Albertans love the great outdoors. We boast some 
of the finest parks in North America and offer an 
abundance of recreational opportunities. Albertans 
want to see the right balance of environmental 
policies and programs while achieving economic 
prosperity as a resource rich province. We also want 
safe and secure drinking water, and protection of our 
communities from environmental events like flood 
and wildfire.

Delivering on Albertans’ expectations is a big 
challenge for the ministry. To provide a solid 
framework for meeting these expectations the 
ministry identified four goals and the Annual Report 
highlights the progress made in 2014-15 towards 
achieving those goals.  

To gain a more in-depth understanding of the work 
we do we encourage you to read the entire Annual 
Report at aep.alberta.ca.

The following gives you a snap shot of what has 
been done in the past year.
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The ministry’s work in 2014-15 towards achieving this goal included:

•	 Integrated	Resource	Management	System
 - Integration of natural resource and environmental policies continued
 - Continued development of the Alberta Environmental Monitoring, 

Evaluation and Reporting Agency
 - Development and implementation of regional land-use plans continued
 - Development of an integrated energy and regulatory system continued

•	 Regional	Plans
 - Continued implementation of the:
	 > South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 
 > Lower Athabasca Regional Plan
 - Continued development of a draft North Saskatchewan  

Regional Plan

•	 Alberta	Environmental	Monitoring,	Evaluation	and	Reporting	Agency
 - Continued establishment of the agency
 - Appointed a science advisory panel consisting of six internationally 

recognized environmental science experts

•	 Regulatory	Enhancement	Project
 - Transferred Environmental Impact Assessments to the Alberta Energy 

Regulator
 - Developed and implemented a Common Risk Management Framework
 - Completed the Policy Systems Review Project

•	 Climate	Change	Strategy
 - Reviewed operations and mandate of the Climate Change and Emission 

Management Corporation
 > $248 million was invested by the Corporation in more than 100 projects 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions

•	 Water	Management	Frameworks
 - Continued implementation of the South Saskatchewan Region Surface 

Water Quality Management Framework
 - Released the Lower Athabasca Region Surface Water Quantity 

Management Framework for the Lower Athabasca River
 - Introduced the Lower Athabasca Region Groundwater Management 

Framework

•	 Water	Conversation
	 -	 Through	public	engagement,	20	immediate	actions	were	identified	to	help	

protect Alberta’s water resources including:
 > Enhanced lake health governance systems
	 >		 Scientific	standards	for	baseline	water	testing	near	hydraulic	fracturing	

operations

•	 Invasive	Species	Framework
 - Watercraft inspections for invasive species became mandatory at 

designated watercraft inspection stations
 - Introduced sniffer dogs to detect quagga and zebra mussels on watercraft

•	 Species	at	Risk
 - Continued collaboration with landowners, municipalities, industry and 

stakeholders
 - Work on sage grouse recovery program continued
 - Development of range plans for woodland caribou continued

GOAL1Healthy Environment and Ecosystems

To achieve air, land, water and biodiversity conditions that support a healthy environment and ecosystems it is critical to manage human caused effects  
on the environment.



Managing the development, consumption and use of natural resources in a 
sustainable manner is essential to assure a continued supply for current and 
future generations. 

The ministry’s work in 2014-15 towards achieving this goal included:

•	 Tailings	Management
 - The Tailings Management Framework for the Mineable Athabasca Oil 

Sands was released
 > The framework sets limits on the amount of tailings that can be 

accumulated
 > Establishes thresholds to trigger action before environmental harm 

occurs
 > Ensures reclamation of tailings ponds within 10 years of the  

end-of-life of a mining operation

•	 Land	Reclamation	Framework
 - Development and introduction of the framework continued and will
 > Outline direction for the restoration of land previously used for 

industrial purposes 
 > Address issues in reclamation, regulatory gaps and abandoned 

infrastructure
	 >	 Engage	stakeholders	and	Aboriginal	communities	in	the	2015-16	fiscal	

year in order to gain a broad range of input on development of the 
framework

•	 Forest	Management	Agreements
 - These agreements are negotiated between government and industry and 

outline responsibilities for forest management planning and reforestation
 - There are 20 forest management agreements in Alberta. Two forest 

management agreements were renewed in 2014; Canadian Forest 
Products and Spray Lake Sawmills

•	 Forest	Health	Program
 - The ministry actively monitors and manages Crown land for prohibited 

noxious weeds and other invasive species
 - 71,000 hectares of eastern spruce budworm defoliation was mapped in 

2014-15
	 -	 The	red	ring	blight	of	pine	was	confirmed	on	pines	at	the	Alberta	Tree	

Improvement and Seed Centre. Infected trees in a high valued clone bank 
were sprayed

 - A single European gypsy moth was caught in a trap near Fort McMurray. 
This pest has not established itself in Alberta, but intensive monitoring will 
be conducted in the area for the next two years

•	 Mountain	Pine	Beetle
 - The department allocated $40 million to survey and control the mountain 

pine beetle
 - The government of Saskatchewan contributed $1.1 million for the battle 

against the beetle on the eastern edge of the infestation area

Providing sustainable development and use of Alberta’s natural resources is 
required	to	deliver	economic	and	social	benefits	to	Albertans	and	the	global	
community.

The ministry’s work in 2014-15 towards achieving this goal included:

•	 Market	Access
 - The department, in conjunction with other ministries, continued to explore 

new markets for our renewable and non-renewable resources 
 - The Asian market continued to be a focus of our efforts and we continued 

to work with our Asian partners as well as other areas of the world
 - Accessing markets allowed us to demonstrate Alberta is an environmental 

leader while supporting sustainable development
 - Alberta learned new and innovative policy and planning approaches from 

other jurisdictions
 - Ministerial Missions in 2014-15 included:
	 >	 A	mission	to	the	Netherlands	to	learn	about	flood	mitigation	measures,	

drought resilience and green energy
 > The annual United Nations Framework Convention on climate change
 > Department staff met with a number of delegations from within Canada 

and internationally to promote Alberta’s environmental record and 
vision of a progressive and environmentally conscious province 

The Alberta parks system provides opportunities for outdoor recreation and 
tourism and appreciation of Alberta’s natural heritage.

People	are	inspired	to	discover,	value,	protect	and	enjoy	nature	and	the	benefits	
it provides current and future generations.

The ministry’s work in 2014-15 towards achieving this goal included:

•	 Enabling	Albertans	to	Connect	with	Nature	through	Parks
 - Approximately 380 hectares of undisturbed native grassland was donated 

to Alberta Parks in 2014 by Mr. Gottlob Schmidt. This valuable ecological 
addition to the parks system will include day use and low impact nature 
appreciation activities

 - Parks announced the Alberta Recreation Trails Partnership. The initiative 
directly contributes to planning, development, operation and marketing of 
recreational trails throughout the province

 - “Stay for 3 Pay for 2 Nights” proved to be a popular midweek promotion 
for regular campsites in select provincial campgrounds

 - Flood restoration continued. 146 of 286 restoration projects and 28 of 100 
trail projects in Kananaskis and Southern regions were restored

 - With release of the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan, approximately 
136,000 hectares of land for conservation and some 1,500 hectares to 
expand	recreational	areas	were	identified	for	addition	to	the	provincial	
parks system

GOAL2Sustainable natural resource 
development is achieved

GOAL3Economic and Social Benefits



GOAL4Protected Public and 
Environment

The ministry’s work in 2014-15 towards achieving this goal included:

•	 2013	Flood	Response
 - Explored options to increase capacity of the Highwood River through  

High River
 - Continued work on the Springbank Off-stream Reservoir Project
	 -	 Conducted	a	provincial	flood	damage	assessment	that	identified	flood	

damage	curves	and	allows	experts	to	analyze	future	flood	mitigation	
measures

 - Provided community level funding for immediate repairs and development 
of	long	term	mitigation	projects	through	the	flood	recovery	erosion	control	
program

 - Developed and delivered a:
 > Watershed resiliency and restoration program
 > Backcountry trails rehabilitation program
	 >	 Southern	Alberta	fisheries	habitat	enhancement	and	sustainability	

program
	 -	 Allocated	$8.7	million	dollars	for	flood	mapping.	More	than	70	per	cent	

of Alberta’s populated areas are now mapped for municipal long-term 
planning purposes

•	 Alberta	Environmental	Support	and	Emergency	Response	Team
 - Consolidated call centres for Environment and Sustainable Resource 

Development and Alberta Transportation to provide better coordination 
and response

	 -	 Promoted	the	safe	and	efficient	movement	of	Alberta	products	to	markets
 > Helped frame Alberta’s submission to the federal government as it 

reviews the Canada Transportation Act
 - Participated in a Provincial Emergency Management exercise
	 -	 Continued	to	respond	to	high	profile	incidents	such	as	flooding,	

derailments,	industrial	fires	and	tanker	truck	rollovers

•	 Update	Modelling	and	Warning	Systems
 - Ensured modelling and warning systems associated with emergencies 

such	as	flooding	and	wildfires	are	leading	edge	including:
	 >	 The	BlueSky	System	which	produces	forecasts	attributed	to	wildfire	

smoke and the impact it may have
 > The Emergency Air Monitoring and Assessment System which is used 

to determine the direction and touchdown characteristics of industrial 
aerial releases

 > Detailed weather forecast models to assess rainfall scenarios 
and accurate forecasts, which were developed in conjunction with 
Environment Canada. 

 > Communications with the public during emergencies were enhanced 
through new smartphone apps, rainfall alarms and other monitoring 
and warning systems

•	 Managing	Wildfires
 - From April 1 to October 31, 2014 the department responded to over  

1,400	wildfires	that	burned	approximately	23,000	hectares.
	 -	 The	department	continued	to	implement	the	Flat	Top	Complex	Wildfire	

Review Committee recommendations.  Approximately $26 million was 
spent on:

	 >	 Enhancements	to	wildfire	suppression	capacity	and	capability
	 >	 Wildfire	prevention	initiatives,	including	community	based	FireSmart	

programs
	 >	 Wildfire	data	management,	planning	and	modeling	systems
	 >	 Wildfire	science	initiatives

•	 Drinking	Water	Safety
 - Continued to ensure Albertans have access to safe drinking water by 

regulating drinking water facilities that require an approval or registration 
under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act

Albertans	have	safe	drinking	water	and	are	protected	from	the	environmental	and	economic	impacts	of	wildfires,	floods	and	other	environmental	emergencies.
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