
 

International Travel Final Report  
Minister Deron Bilous 
Mission to the U.S., China, and Singapore 
May 2-15, 2018 
 
Overview:  
The Honourable Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade, travelled 
to the U.S., China, and Singapore to support the delivery of the Government of Alberta’s 
international priorities. In addition to the U.S. and China, as Alberta’s first and second 
largest trading partners, respectively, the regional hub of Singapore provided critical 
insight and connections to emerging market opportunities in Southeast Asia. The 
program included five cities: San Francisco in the U.S.; Beijing, Hong Kong, and 
Guangzhou in Greater China; and Singapore.  
 
The mission was strongly supported by a number of partner agencies, other levels of 
government, and stakeholder organizations. Key stakeholders included the Calgary and 
Edmonton Economic Development Corporations, the University of Alberta China 
Institute, Edmonton and Calgary International Airports, the Alberta Forest Products 
Association; the Alberta Industrial Heartland Association, Alberta Innovates, and Travel 
Alberta. This Team Alberta approach tangibly strengthened Alberta’s reputation and 
position in our key markets in priority sectors, and built on the important work that 
Premier Notley, Minister McCuaig-Boyd, Minister Carlier, and Minister Bilous have 
undertaken in Asia over the past two years, further contributing to the momentum 
Alberta is building in the region. 
 

Mission Objectives: 
The mission was successful in meeting its objectives as outlined below: 

 key partners in the U.S., China, and Singapore agreed to participate in new trade 
and investment partnerships and initiatives in Alberta sectors such as energy, 
agriculture, cleantech, information communications technology (ICT), manufacturing, 
and tourism; 

 signed memoranda of understanding (MOUs) to formalize existing relationships in 
Asia that will open opportunities for trade and investment activity; 

 Alberta gained international profile and showcased current policy initiatives including 
the Climate Leadership Plan, with a focus on creating awareness for these initiatives 
among international partners; 

 signalled Alberta’s commitment to increase our connectivity to the Bay Area by 
announcing a request for proposal to identify a contractor to represent Alberta’s 
trade and investment interests in the region; and 

 participated in the new direct flight from Edmonton to San Francisco in collaboration 
with the Edmonton International Airport.  

 
Results: 
Minister Bilous began the mission as a passenger on the new direct Air Canada flight 
from Edmonton to San Francisco, the airline’s eighth biofuel-operated flight since 2012. 
At a number of speaking and networking events, Minister Bilous delivered a strong 
message about Alberta’s commitment to economic growth and diversification, the 
importance of creating strong linkages between Alberta and the Bay Area of California, 
and the benefits of presenting a Team Alberta approach to trade and investment in 
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Alberta’s priority international markets. To further support this message, the 
Minister announced the establishment of a dedicated trade and investment specialist in 
the Bay Area who will generate investment and business deals for Alberta companies 
and strengthen economic ties between the two regions.  
 
While in the Bay Area, Minister Bilous participated in a tourism promotion breakfast led 
by Travel Alberta and Tourism Edmonton, and engaged in a number of industry 
meetings. Minister Bilous toured the NASA Ames Research Centre, which led to further 
discussions about the Alberta Centre for Advanced Microsystems and Nanotechnology 
Products (ACAMP) establishing a presence at the Ames Research Centre. In a meeting 
with Singularity University, the Minister was able to glimpse how targeted training in 
disruptive innovation may be of value to Alberta’s innovation system. The Minister also 
met with private companies in the life sciences and petrochemicals sectors.   
 
To complete the U.S. leg of his mission, Minister Bilous met with C100, a non-profit 
association of Canadian thought leaders in the region that pledged its support to help 
Alberta achieve its economic goals. Finally, he participated in an announcement by the 
City of Edmonton and partners of the Canadian Landing Pad, a shared “co-working” 
office space in central San Francisco that is available free of charge to Canadian firms 
temporarily doing business in the region.  
 
In Asia, Minister Bilous participated in a number of high-level meetings on key bilateral 
files with senior officials from the Embassy of Canada in Beijing, consulates general in 
Guangzhou and Hong Kong, and business leaders. Minister Bilous also met with 
companies to highlight that Alberta is focused on economic diversification and job 
creation and the government is interested in working with international partners to build 
Alberta’s economy. The message was positively received and resulted in requests for 
further engagement with the Government of Alberta to discuss potential opportunities. 
 
In Beijing and Guangzhou, Minister Bilous met with important government partners in 
the science and technology sector, such as the Chinese Ministry of Science and 
Technology. These partners continue to make global-scale progress in various 
subsectors, including artificial intelligence and energy research, demonstrating 
significant, long-term cooperation and support for Alberta’s industry and research 
institutes. 
 
Engagement with media officials in Beijing provided a tie-in for the Minister’s 
subsequent participation in a Travel Alberta media event designed to increase Chinese 
travellers’ awareness of Alberta, and increase business and leisure visitation to Alberta, 
with 2018 being Canada-China Year of Tourism. This included the unveiling of thematic 
Alberta travel itineraries to numerous Chinese media organizations and resulted in 
significant national and international coverage. 
 
Minister Bilous’ mission also intersected with the CNOOC-Nexen mission, an annual 
business mission with energy supply chain small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
to gain business opportunities in China. CNOOC continues to be a trailblazer in not only 
assisting Alberta SMEs, but also Canadian companies in accessing the Chinese market 
by removing barriers and providing them with the right tools to compete in international 
markets and prosper. Minister Bilous demonstrated his support to the 18 Alberta 
companies by participating in the mission, helping them create valuable business-to 
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business connections, and building momentum for future intersections in CNOOC-
Nexen’s critical supply chain. 
 
In Hong Kong and Singapore, Alberta partnership and investment networking events 
were held to help Alberta companies attract capital by increasing their exposure, 
developing relationships and supporting potential investors in understanding Alberta’s 
investment environment. Through these seminars, Economic Development and Trade 
directly facilitated 12 Alberta organizations presenting to almost 200 potential partners 
and investors in Asia, and facilitated 60 business-to-business meetings. 
 
In Hong Kong, Minister Bilous also attended an artificial intelligence seminar arranged 
by the Alberta Hong Kong Office, in partnership with the Edmonton Economic 
Development Corporation and the Alberta Machine Intelligence Institute at the 
University of Alberta, in order to demonstrate support for this important and growing 
sector in Alberta. Minister Bilous also attended the unveiling of Korite’s Asia market 
plan. Korite is a significant and growing Alberta company that supplies over  
90 per cent of the world’s top-grade ammolite and whose footprint in the region has 
grown significantly in recent years. Korite’s number of employees in Alberta has 
increased by 45 per cent, to 70 people, since the company joined Minister Bilous’ 
November 2016 mission to Asia. 
 
In Guangzhou, the Guangdong-Alberta science and technology partnership seminar 
focused on supporting technology commercialization projects between companies from 
Alberta and China. This event drew 13 Alberta technology-focused SMEs that made 
presentations to approximately 20 Guangdong-based companies and research 
organizations. The presentations were followed by an afternoon of matchmaking 
sessions, with a high degree of interest from Guangdong organizations to meet with 
Alberta companies. 
 
During the mission, Minister Bilous signed a letter of intent with CST Group Limited that 
focuses on facilitating and coordinating the necessary discussions between parties 
related to their investment in Grande Cache Coal. Minister Bilous also signed an MOU 
with the Hubei Department of Commerce to expand cooperation in a variety of key 
sectors including energy, clean technology, and environmental technologies. CST 
Group Limited signed an important letter of intent, and an agreement was signed by 
Edmonton International Airport. Building government-to-government relations is crucial 
to anchoring engagement and doing business in the region. Formal agreements raise 
Alberta's profile in Asia, validating and endorsing the potential to do more, and enable 
institutions to dedicate more resources to relationships. 
 
Overall, this mission was high impact, targeted, and consequential. It advanced 
Alberta's image and profile, and deepened federal-provincial collaboration through the 
delivery of a high-value program. Furthermore, by leveraging a Team Alberta approach, 
the mission engaged directly with many American, Chinese, and Singaporean  
decision-makers and commercial actors who are important to Alberta and will ultimately 
lead to beneficial trade and investment outcomes for our province. 
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Delegation: 

 Honourable Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade 

 Heather Mack, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Economic Development and Trade 

 Jason Krips, Deputy Minister, Economic Development and Trade 
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Final Itinerary for Minister Bilous: 
 

Date Event 

Wednesday, May 2 Travel to San Francisco 

Speaking at networking event for Alberta businesses 

Thursday, May 3 Speaking at an Alberta tourism promotion event 

Meeting and tour of NASA Ames Research Centre 

Meetings with Bay Area technology stakeholders 

Speaking at the Alberta-San Francisco industry networking 
reception 

Friday, May 4 Meetings with innovation and technology stakeholders 

Meeting with the Consul General of Canada in San Francisco 

Saturday, May 5 Travel to Beijing 

Sunday, May 6 Arrive in Beijing 

Monday, May 7 Briefing with Embassy of Canada officials 

Industry networking lunch with Alberta and Chinese businesses 

Meetings with environmental and cleantech stakeholders and 
businesses 

CNOOC-Nexen welcome reception 

Tuesday, May 8 Meetings with Chinese government officials 

Participate in Alberta tourism promotion event 

Travel to Hong Kong 

Wednesday, May 9 Attend artificial intelligence seminar 

Attend several trade and investment stakeholder meetings and 
networking opportunities 

Briefing with Consul General of Canada in Hong Kong and 
Macao 

Attend Alberta Partnerships and Investment Networking Event 

Thursday, May 10 Opening remarks at investment attraction seminar 

Travel to Guangzhou 

Meeting and tour with Alberta business partnership groups 

Evening dinner and reception with Consul General of Canada in 
Guangzhou and guests 

Friday, May 11 Opening remarks at Guangdong-Alberta Science and 
Technology Partnership Seminar 

Attend Alberta Partners Business Networking Luncheon 
Reception 

Bilateral meetings with government officials 

Attend Guangdong-Alberta Economic Cooperation Forum 

Saturday, May 12 Travel to Singapore 

Networking dinner with stakeholders 

Sunday, May 13 Opening remarks at Investment Attraction Seminar 

Briefing with High Commissioner for Canada in Singapore 

Tuesday, May 15 Travel to Edmonton 

 
News Releases/Communiques: 

 Finding new markets for Alberta business – May 1, 2018  

 New Silicon Valley trade specialist – May 7, 2018 
 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=5587229DEDD99-E4CD-ECC8-01962659045E0280
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=5590157B419F6-B8EE-E6DA-ECA59B5F812CD6A7
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International Travel Final Expenses 
 

Expenditures by Participants  Amount 

Travel (includes airfare, airport service fees, ground transportation costs, 
including taxis, car rentals, parking, trains, buses as well as mileage to/from 
airport or taxis to/from airport in Alberta, including any cancellation fees) 
 

$21,000.58 

Accommodation (room charges and related taxes, including any 
cancellation fees) 
 

$11,604.31 

Meals (includes restaurant bills and tips, meals on hotel bills, per diem meal 
claims, share of group meals or working sessions) 
 

$2,630.29 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes cell phone rental charges, 
incremental costs for all electronic devices such as roaming charges for cell 
phones, iPads and costs associated with communications such as the costs 
incurred for media call-backs, conference/registration fees, including 
cancellation fees, fax and internet charges, passport and visa fees, medical 
and inoculation fees, laundry and dry cleaning, baggage handling, out-of-
country per diems, and other sundry expenditures) 
 

$3,531.29 

Sub-Total $38,766.47 

General Mission Expenditures  
 

Amount 

Receptions and Hosting (receptions, luncheons, dinners, and events that 
are hosted by the Government of Alberta that are specific to the mission and 
include meeting-related costs for room rental, room rental for hosted events, 
food, beverages, catering staff, service charges, entertainment, flowers) 
 

$2,621.65 

Incidental and Miscellaneous (includes translation of documents fees, 
publications, shipping charges, gifts purchased specifically for mission, 
Canadian Embassy/High Commission/Consulate charges for services 
provided to the GOA) 
 

$3,114.63 

Sub-Total $5,736.28 

Total Costs $44,502.75 
 

 


