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Incident 

A male was found dead in his home. He had died from stab wounds inflicted by his estranged 

wife.  

Background 

Both the victim and the perpetrator were individuals diagnosed with intellectual disabilities. The 

victim and perpetrator were married, but were separated and had an on and off relationship at 

the time of the murder. The perpetrator and victim were parents to young children.   

In the months leading up to the murder, the victim expressed his intention to seek joint custody 

of the children. Shortly before the murder, the perpetrator initiated a reconciliation with the 

victim. After the murder, the perpetrator was found to have been planning to murder the victim 

when she initiated the reconciliation.   

Key Findings / Analysis 

Analysis – Systems Involved 

Children’s Services 

The perpetrator had extensive Children’s Services (CS) involvement. CS routinely noted 

ongoing concerns of child neglect related to the perpetrator’s intellectual disability. Throughout 

the family’s involvement with CS, the victim had repeatedly voiced concerns to CS about 

protecting the children from the perpetrator. 

CS actively provided supports and services to the perpetrator and the children. Disability and 

gender biases (either conscious and/or unconscious) may have affected how the victim and 

perpetrator were assessed and supported by the various services and programs they were 

involved with, and may have also influenced the way CS viewed and responded to both the 

victim and perpetrator individually.  

Justice System 

The victim and perpetrator both had previous criminal histories. Prior to the murder, the victim 

was charged with assaulting the perpetrator and the perpetrator obtained an Emergency 

Protection Order (EPO). The police followed best practices at the time by removing the victim 

from the home, conducting a Family Violence Investigation Report (FVIR), notifying CS, and 

providing the perpetrator with information about obtaining an EPO. The charges against the 

victim were later withdrawn, as evidence did not match the perpetrator’s allegations of abuse. 

These discrepancies were a missed point of intervention, as the perpetrator cited the reason for 

her false allegations were because she was afraid of the victim taking custody of the children. 

Additional intervention by the justice system may have also identified the concerns (allegations 

of perjury and child custody) that motivated the perpetrator to commit the murder. Disability and 
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gender biases may have also influenced the way the justice system viewed and responded to 

the perpetrator and victim, and responded to their individual accounts of the events.  

Community Supports  

A local community organization provided substantial support to the victim when he was charged 

with assault. The perpetrator was also provided with multiple supports from community agencies 

while involved with CS (support workers and multiple parenting supports and services). 

Recommendations 

1. In consideration of findings from this case review, there is a demonstrated need for increased 

communication and collaboration both within the legal system and with its stakeholders. The 

Family Violence Death Review (FVDRC) recommends to the Ministry of Justice and Solicitor 

General:  

a) In cases where the Crown stays or withdraws charges of domestic violence due to a 

complainant being perceived as having a lack of credibility, the Crown communicates the 

decision with police, who will follow up with the parties involved (including the accused) 

to determine if there are ongoing safety concerns, and if necessary, conduct an 

additional risk assessment which will consider all parties and/or refer for follow up as 

required. 

2. In consideration of findings from this case review, there is a demonstrated need for the 

identification of potential biases, based on perceived personal and cultural norms, in the 

assessment and provision of services for clients. These biases limit the ability to properly 

identify and provide services and supports to individuals.  

Based on these findings, it is recommended to the Ministry of Culture, Multiculturalism and 

Status of Women that the gender, diversity and unconscious bias (also known as GBA+) 

framework be expanded: 

a) to provide Public Awareness and Education about gender and diversity biases and 

unconscious bias training.  

 

b) for frontline service providers who are completing client assessments, to take gender 

diversity and unconscious bias training to ensure that they are able to identify biases and 

address them.  

c) to follow up with all victim serving organizations who conduct client intake and risk 

assessments to encourage the use of gender, diversity and unconscious bias training.  

d) the Government of Alberta’s Interdepartmental Committee on Family Violence consult 
with the Cross Ministry Committee on Gender Equality and work with stakeholders to 
create opportunities for gender, diversity and unconscious bias training. 

 


