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BY E-MAIL 
 
December 14, 2022 
 
Gianpaolo (John) Panusa, KC 
Legal Aid Alberta 
600, 10320 102 Avenue 
Edmonton AB  T5J 4A1 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Subject: Serenity Rabbit – Public Fatality Inquiry 

Response to Recommendations 
 
Please find enclosed a copy of the Honourable Judge R.R.M. Cochard’s report to the 
Minister of Justice regarding the public fatality inquiry into the death of Serenity Rabbit. 
Judge Cochard’s report will be publicly released on January 4, 2023. 
 
The following recommendations may impact Legal Aid Alberta: 
 

Recommendation 4  
 
[279] Biological parents should be represented by counsel appointed by Legal 

Aid as soon as the child is apprehended in the first instance regardless of 
income and no later than 2 weeks after the apprehension. Such 
representation should be continued until the Permanent Guardianship 
Order is made. In the event private guardianship is applied for, biological 
parents should be entitled to counsel as a matter of right. 

 
Recommendation 9 
 
[285] Persons who are considering kinship or applying for private guardianship 

after a Permanent Guardianship Order should have an independent 
lawyer appointed to guide them through the process and to fully explain 
the rights and obligations of private guardians. That lawyer should receive 
complete disclosure of information. 

 
A request for a response to these recommendations has also been sent to the 
Deputy Minister of Justice and Alberta Children’s Services. 
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I ask that you please advise the following: 
 

1. Whether Legal Aid Alberta accepts in principle, does not accept, or has a 
different response to the recommendations; 
 

2. A brief explanation of why that decision was made; and 
 

3. If Legal Aid Alberta intends to accept the recommendations, or to implement 
different measures, what steps will be taken in that regard.  

 
A response to this enquiry is not mandatory. However, be advised that this letter and 
any response received will be publicly released and posted on the Open Government 
Portal:  
 
https://open.alberta.ca/opendata/responses-to-public-fatality-inquiry-recommendations.  
 
If a response has not been received by May 4, 2023 (four months after the public 
release date), that information will also be made publicly available.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Yours truly, 
 
Abid Mavani 
 
 
Abid Mavani 
Fatality Inquiry Coordinator 
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