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PROFILE 

Capital:  Abuja 

Population:  152.2 million (2010) 

Language:  English (official), Huasa, 
Yoruba, Ibo, Fulani. 

Government:  Federal Republic 

Head of State/Government:  
President Goodluck JONATHAN (since 
May 5, 2010, acting since February 9, 
2010) 

Currency:  $1 CDN = 144.87 Naira 
(NGN) (2010) 

GDP:  US $196 billion (2010) 

GDP (PPP):  US $295 billion (2010 
est.) 

GDP Per Capita (PPP):  US $1,940 
(2010 est.) 

GDP growth rate:  7.9% (2010 est.) 

Inflation:  13.7% (2010) 

Unemployment:  4.5% (2010 est.) 

Key Industry Sectors:  Crude oil, coal, 
tin, columbite, rubber products, wood; 
hides and skins, textiles, cement and 
other construction materials, food 
products, footwear, chemicals, fertilizer, 
printing, ceramics and steel. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Nigeria’s oil industry has attracted 
significant investment to Port 
Harcourt and Warri. 

 The victory of President Umaru 
Yar'Adua in 2007 marks the first 
time that political power has been 
transferred from one civilian 
government to another in post-
independence Nigeria. 

NIGERIA OVERVIEW 

 Nigeria obtained independence from 
Britain in 1960.  A succession of 
military governments controlled the 
country for 28 years since 
independence. 

 In 1991, Nigeria moved its political 
capital from Lagos to the central 
city of Abuja as part of efforts to 
heal divisions created by the Biafra 
civil war (1966-70).  Lagos remains 
the commercial centre. 

 Nigeria is Africa’s most populous 
country. 

 Nigeria’s three main ethnic groups 
are the Hausa-Fulani, the Yoruba 
and the Ibo, but it has more than 
250 distinct ethnic groups.   
Regional, ethnic and religious 
differences have contributed to 
instability. 

Input was provided from the departments of: Advanced Education & Technology, Agriculture & Rural Development, Culture & Community Services, 
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 Nigeria is predominantly 
agrarian, with approximately 
70% of the populace involved 
in subsistence level agricultural 
production.  However, 
Nigerians are not self-sufficient 
in food production. 

 Despite the country’s relative 
oil wealth, poverty is wide 
spread and Nigeria is ranked 
among the 20 poorest nations 
in the world.  Over 60% of the 
population falls below the 
poverty line. 

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 As part of its promotion of 
democratic governance, Canada 
provided $2 million in support 
of the Nigerian elections of 
2007. 

 Since 2006, Nigeria has 

received funding from the 

Government of Alberta for 

projects focused on micro-

enterprise development and 

teacher training.  

 

This map is a generalized illustration only and is not intended to be used for reference purposes. The representation of political boundaries does not necessarily reflect the position of the 

Government of Alberta on international issues of recognition, sovereignty or jurisdiction. 



 

 

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 From 2006 to 2010, Alberta direct 

exports to Nigeria averaged $25.21 

million per year.  Top exports 

included wheat and meslin, and 

machinery.  

 During the same time period, 

Alberta’s direct imports from 

Nigeria were approximately 

$53,845 CDN per year, consisting 

primarily of spices and flour.  This 

figure does not include goods sold 

in Alberta that have arrived via 

distribution hubs in other 

provinces. 

 With the return of democracy to 

Nigeria, interest in investing in the 

country has been relatively high.  

However, to date only a limited 

number of companies, mainly 

established multinationals, have 

made substantial commitments of 

capital. 

ENERGY 

 Nigeria ranks 10th in world oil 
reserves, with 36.2 billion bbl (2009 
est.) compared to Alberta’s 171.3 
billion bbl (2009). 

 Nigeria is the largest oil producer in 
Africa (2.2 million bbl/d in 2009), 
the 12th largest in the world and a 
member of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

 Nigeria exports 40% of the 
country’s oil production to the 
United States and is America’s 5th 
largest oil supplier. 

 The country’s economy is highly 
dependent on the oil sector with 
petroleum production accounting for 
95% of the country’s export income 
and approximately 80% of government 
revenues (April 2010 est.). 

 As of January 2010, Nigeria had the 8th 
largest natural gas reserves in the 
world, and the largest reserves in 
Africa, with an estimated 185 trillion 
cubic feet (Tcf) of proven reserves.  
Security issues in the Niger Delta have 
hindered development of Nigeria’s gas 
sector. 

 Calgary-based Nexen has minor 
interests in Nigeria’s offshore oil fields.  
Usan project is expected to have its 
first production in 2012. 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

 Alberta agri-food exports to Nigeria 
consist mainly of wheat and processed 
potatoes. 

 Wheat is the largest export averaging 
$14 million annually. 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

 The University of Calgary has an 

international linkage with the 

University of Port Harcourt (Rivers 

State).  Through teaching and 

research, the linkage establishes a 

cooperative relationship that benefits 

each institution in the areas of law, 

social welfare, engineering and 

medicine. 

COMMUNITY 

 According to the 2006 Census, there 

are over 2,500 Albertans of Nigerian 

descent in Alberta. 

 Between 2006 and 2010, 2,467 

immigrants from Nigeria chose Alberta 

as their destination.  Approximately 

80% were economic immigrants. 

 During the same time period, 140 

Foreign Workers from Nigeria were 

issued a permit to work in Alberta.   

 Since 1999, the Nigerian Canadian 

Association of Calgary provides cross-

cultural, social, political and economic 

assistance for Nigerians living in the 

city of Calgary. 

RECENT VISITS 

 2011:  Nigeria’s High Commissioner, 

His Excellency Professor Iyorwuese 

Hagher Ivorwuese Hagher, was a guest 

speaker at the International Academy 

of African Business and Development 

conference in Edmonton.  

 2008:  Nigeria’s High Commissioner, 

His Excellency Professor Iyorwuese 

Hagher Ivorwuese Hagher, visited 

Alberta.  

 2005:  Alberta’s Energy Minister met 

Nigeria’s Minister of Petroleum 

Resources and OPEC President Edmund 

Daukoru, and Mrs. Obiageli Ezekwesili, 

former Minister of Solid Mineral 

Development, at the World Petroleum 

Congress in Johannesburg, South 

Africa.  

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 Nigeria’s High Commissioner in Ottawa 

is His Excellency Professor Iyorwuese 

Hagher.  

 Canada’s High Commissioner to Nigeria 

is Mr. Chris Cooter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact: 
Alberta Intergovernmental, International  
and Aboriginal Relations 
Tel: 780-427-6543  Fax: 780-427-0699 
www.albertacanada.com 


