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Archaeological Survey Information Bulletin: 

Overdue Reports 

The success of the archaeological resource impact assessment and mitigative excavation programme 
depends to a great extent on the ability of archaeological consultants to balance the needs and 
requirements of government and client.  From the perspective of government, the primary need is for 
knowledge that the historical resource is being treated in a manner consistent with legislation and the 
expectations of the public, hence the requirements for a permit and an acceptable project report.  
According to the Archaeological and Palaeontological Research Permit Regulation, complete project 
reports are required within 180 days of permit expiration.  The majority of consultants and their 
employers have understood and accepted the rationale behind these requirements and have acted 
accordingly.  In scores of cases, however, acceptable final reports have never been submitted, often 
because Historical Resources Act clearance was issued on the basis of an abbreviated interim report. 

The Archaeological Survey and the Association of Consulting Archaeologists began an earnest dialogue 
on this long-standing problem in October 2003.  By December, a roadmap to a solution had been 
drafted.  The result is the following instructions, which deal with mitigative research permits issued to 
archaeological consultants.  Steps to remedy the analogous problem for non-mitigative research permits 
are being taken along a parallel route. 

Beginning January 1, 2006, Alberta Community Development may not accept permit applications for 
mitigative research projects (historical resource impact assessments and mitigative excavations) from 
applicants with overdue acceptable mitigative research project final reports.  This action will be in 
keeping with section 13(1) of the Archaeological and Palaeontological Research Permit Regulation, 
which states: 

“A permit holder who contravenes a condition of the permit is not eligible to apply for another permit 
until the permit holder has fulfilled the condition that was contravened.” 

Beginning with permits issued in 2004, Alberta Community Development will consistently apply 
section 9(1) of the Archaeological and Palaeontological Research Permit Regulation, which states: 

“A permit holder must, within 180 days after the expiration of the permit or within any additional period 
specified in the permit, submit 2 copies of a project report …” 

The “project report” is the final report, as described in section 9 of the Regulation.1 

1 http://www.qp.gov.ab.ca/documents/Regs/2002_254.cfm?frm_isbn=0779714520 
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If he or she feels that the requirement for overdue acceptable project report submission is impracticable 
or unreasonable, a permit holder may petition the Archaeological Survey for an exemption.  If he or she 
believes that the 180-day time limit is unreasonable for permits issued beginning January 1, 2004, for 
example in the case of large-scale excavations with considerable analysis requirements, a permit holder 
may apply for an extension.  If you wish to request exemption or extension, please send ONE EMAIL 
PER PERMIT NUMBER to brian.roanaghan@gov.ab.ca in the Archaeological Survey.  In the case of 
permits issued beginning January 1, 2004, you may apply for an extended final report due date in the 
permit application covering letter.  A convincing rationale must be provided.  Lists of overdue 
submissions may be obtained from Martina Purdon (martina.purdon@gov.ab.ca). 
 
The Archaeological Survey recognizes that a permit holder and his/her employer at the time of permit 
issuance may not currently agree on allotment of responsibility for report submission.  In such cases, the 
Archaeological Survey is willing to work with both parties to coordinate an acceptable resolution.  
Permit holders will not be penalized if their employers at the time of permit issuance are unable or 
unwilling to provide report material currently unavailable to the permit holder. 
 
In cases where it requires an acceptable final report in order to serve the public, the Archaeological 
Survey may enforce section 13(1) of the Archaeological and Palaeontological Research Permit 
Regulation at any time, including prior to January 1, 2006. 
 
Effective immediately, interim reports will be accepted only when Historical Resources Act clearance is 
necessary before a final report can be completed, or when clearance is necessary for part of a proposed 
development with ongoing impact assessment or excavation requirements.  The reason for submitting an 
interim report must be given in the report covering letter.  In such cases, Alberta Community 
Development may contact the client for further details before it undertakes to review the interim report. 
 
David W. Link, PhD 
Head, Archaeological Survey of Alberta 
Heritage Resource Management Branch 
Alberta Community Development 
8820 - 112 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
T6G 2P8 
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