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Archaeological Survey Information Bulletin:  

Wind Power Projects 
 
Of late, Historic Resources Management Branch has been receiving a considerable number of referrals 
for wind power projects. These are the result of rules for application for such projects issued by the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (Rule 007; PP10 and TS37), which require consultation with this 
Department. Consequently, HRIA requirement letters have been issued when necessary, and consultants 
have applied for permits to fulfill these requirements. Because these projects have presented 
management problems in the past, this note is intended to clarify the some of the review procedures this 
office will use for wind power projects, so you can advise clients accordingly. 
 
Commonly, project proposals consist only of potential tower locations, many of which might never be 
constructed. Often no transmission lines or access roads are identified or planned. Our experience has 
been that as-built facilities do not often bear a direct relationship to those originally proposed and are 
more numerous. Consequently, archaeological assessments have not often covered all high potential 
impact areas, recorded sites do not always get avoided as required, and unrecorded sites are occasionally 
affected. Once approvals are provided, we remain uncertain of actual disturbance areas and whether or 
not modifications or additions will be referred to this office, especially if project ownership changes, as 
is likely in many cases.    
 
Given these concerns, the high potential of many of these development areas and the assessment 
methods proposed in recent permit applications, it is unlikely that unconditional clearance can be 
provided for projects that have received requirement orders. Consequently the following principals will 
be applied to review of permit sanctioned studies: 

 While widely based, thorough assessments are encouraged to accommodate finalized or future 
development, at minimum, requirement letter conditions must be fulfilled. Development areas of 
high archaeological potential must be assessed; low potential areas such as cultivated fields do 
not require assessment. Irrespective of archaeological potential, buildings encountered within or 
directly adjacent to proposed development areas must be recorded, while those outside proposed 
development areas need not be recorded.  

 Low potential areas recommended for clearance and high potential areas examined in the field 
must be clearly mapped in final reports; GIS shape files would be helpful.  

 Conditional clearance will be issued only for those areas considered of low potential or that were 
examined in the field. These areas will be clearly indicated in a response letter to the developer 
with a copy provided to the AUC.  
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 Final development plans for all project elements will be required to remove conditions from the 
clearance. It is expected that requirement letter conditions will be applied to revised and/or 
additional development locations beyond those presented in the initial proposal.  

 To ensure this latter principal is being applied, project audits may be conducted by this office. 
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