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Archaeological Survey Information Bulletin: 

Confidentiality of Site Information in Overviews and Reports 

Although protected under provisions of the Alberta Historical Resources Act, archaeological resources 
are fragile and susceptible to damage, either accidental or deliberate. Often anonymity is their best form 
of protection. Widespread distribution of precise information relating to the location and character of 
these resources represents a potential threat to their integrity. This concern is amplified by the 
significance that many First Nations attach to archaeological and other historic resources that represent 
traditional cultural practices or history. Furthermore, the increasing use of easily transmitted digital 
forms of information, presents an additional source of concern. 

In keeping with the protective mandate of Historic Resources Management Branch, beginning 
September 1, 2009 the Archaeological Survey will require that the title pages of all overviews and 
archaeological permit reports that contain precise location information or descriptive details on 
archaeological resources include the following statement. 

This document contains sensitive information about Historic Resources that are protected 
under provisions of the Alberta Historical Resources Act. This information is to be used to 
assist in planning the proposed project only. It is not to be disseminated, and no copies of 
this document are to be made without written permission of Historic Resources 
Management Branch, Alberta Culture and Community Services.  

The intent of this statement is to control unnecessary dissemination of these documents. It is 
acknowledged that, in general, they are produced for the purposes of planning and executing 
developments, and that both the proponents who commission their preparation and consultants who 
produce them have legitimate rights in their use. Therefore, production of sufficient copies to allow a 
proponent to properly plan a development is considered authorized. Similarly, the organization that 
produced the study may use and retain sufficient copies to meet their research and records management 
needs, as authorized by the confidentially agreement originally signed to obtain that information. 
Documents containing no site specific information or that include only the generalized information 
available in the Listing of Historic Resources do not require this statement. Accordingly the 
Archaeological Survey will alter the forms required for Statements of Justification (see this web page) to 
include a similar mandatory statement. 
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For additional information or permission for additional document copies contact 
 
Brian Ronaghan 
Director, Archaeological Survey  
Historic Resources Management 
Branch  
Old St. Stephen's College  
8820 - 112 Street  
Edmonton, Alberta  
T6G 2P8  
Tel: 780-431-2335 
fax: 780-427-3956  
brian.ronaghan@gov.ab.ca 

Martina Purdon  
Archaeological Information and Regulatory 
Approval Coordinator 
Historic Resources Management Branch  
Old St. Stephen's College  
8820 - 112 Street  
Edmonton, Alberta  
T6G 2P8 
Tel: 780 431-2331  
fax: 780 427-3956  
martina.purdon@gov.ab.ca 
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