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Year

Name
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Biography

2020

Walter Paszkowski

Sexmith

Walter Paszkowski was born and
raised in Sexsmith Alberta. He was
the youngest of three children, born
to hard-working pioneer parents from
Poland who had chosen Canada to
pursue their dreams of freedom,
safety and opportunity. Walter’s deep
roots in agriculture would shape the
course of his future. In 1952, he
graduated with honours from the
Agricultural Studies Program at
Fairview College.Walter was
instrumental in laying the foundation
for the modern canola industry in
western Canada. His championing of
canola as a viable crop for Alberta
farmers was instrumental in its rise in
significance and importance as one
of the economic drivers of agriculture
today.He has participated in many
trade missions around the world,
continually promoting agriculture in
Alberta on the international stage;
and has been a promoter of valueadded opportunities within the
province.In addition to his
contributions to the canola industry
and economic development in the
Peace region, Walter devoted many
years to political life both at the
municipal and provincial levels.His
humble manner has made him an
effective and trusted leader,
colleague and friend. Walter is an
ardent community supporter and has
always given generously of his time.
Throughout his life, Walter has been
a positive role model, an influential
Albertan and most importantly an
individual committed to making a
difference.
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2020

David Price

Acme

Mr. David Price has been an innovator
and visionary in swine genetics,
production, processing, and marketing
for over 50 years. As founder, past
president, and director of the Sunterra
Group of Companies, his leadership
was integral to building a fully
integrated family-run food company
with top-quality pork and a true farm-tofork business model. Price led the
establishment and growth of Pig
Improvement Canada, importing the
first “modern” swine genetics from
England in the 1970s, built a national
swine breeding company with his
family, and pivoted to an innovative
swine production company with
exceptional health and quality. Mr.
Price worked with genetic multipliers,
producers, and invested in those
relationships. His family’s efforts would
later yield the Sunterra Group of
Companies, comprised of pig
production in Canada and the US; crop
and greenhouse production; two meatprocessing plants; and nine retail
markets in Alberta. His ability to see
future trends and opportunities, but not
compromise on quality or service, was
a critical pillar to the company’s
success. Price’s contribution to the
advancement and expansion of pig
breeding and marketing in Alberta and
across Canada is significant, and laid
the groundwork for future producers’

success that continues to this day.
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2020

George Visser

Barrhead

With a strong commitment to the farming
community and a keen interest in
modern, up-to-date farming practices, Mr.
Visser has been a leader in the
agricultural community since the 1970s.
Mr. Visser could see that specializing in
commodities would be important and led
the way by setting up a 130-sow farrowto-finish operation and a 5,000 hen laying
operation on his farm. Others followed
suit and during the 1980s, the Neerlandia
region became one of the most
concentrated hog production areas in
Alberta. He was instrumental in giving
producers in Alberta a unified voice
during his tenure on the Alberta
Agriculture Products Marketing Council.
His foresight and ability to work with the
team around him led to the development
of two large investor-lead hog production
units of Twin Peak's Feeders Inc. and
BarrWest Pork Ltd. In addition, George
chaired a committee and worked with
local and international investors to
develop a hog-packing plan in Barrhead.
Though the venture was eventually
discontinued, the result was the formation
of Northplex; a home building plant that
provided many jobs in the Barrhead area.
As a County of Barrhead councillor and
later reeve, he quickly realized the
importance of value-added agriculture
and of regional economic development.
He was influential within the Rural
Municipalities of Alberta (RMA)
organization; advocating for rural Alberta
on numerous issues, and providing
guidance in the formation of the Municipal
Assistance Grant. In addition, he
recognized the wisdom of the effective
delivery of municipal services within a
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regional governance model. Mr. Visser
has been a man of vision, an innovator,
leader and advocate for agriculture and
rural Alberta throughout his life. He is a
man of conviction and a man that
understands the value of working
together and of collaboration.
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2018

Garnet Altwasser

Brooks
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Mr. Garnet Altwasser, became a
leader in Canadian agribusiness
during his 30-year term as the
President and Chief Executive Officer
of Lakeside Farm Industrees. Seeing
the potential of Alberta's climate and
agronomy to add value to the
province's large ranching base, he
co-founded and grew Lakeside Farm
Industries into one the largest singlesite feeding operations in Canada.
With the establishment of a beef
packing plant in Brooks, Altwasser
also began the process of
modernizing and growing Canada's
beef processing industry. Altwasser
was one of the first commercial
adopters of Temple Grandin's cattle
handling designs, and was a
founding director of the Alberta Cattle
Feeders Association. Altwasser is
insatiably curious and inquisitive
about what works and what succeeds
in industry, and he has quietly helped
and mentored young people to enter
and grow in the industry. Today,
Alberta's cattle feeding and beef
processing industry is large-sclae
and globally competitive, thanks in
large part to Altwasser's long-range
vision and leadership.

7

2018

Dr. Ron Howard
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Brooks

Dr. Ronald (Ron) Howard has spent
more than four decades supporting
the growth and development of highvalue crop industries in Alberta,
working with more than 50 different
types of crops and plant species as a
research,
extension and diagnostic plant
pathologist. He has developed many
ground-breaking protocols, screened
hundreds of horticulture, specialty
and field crop varieties and breeding
lines for disease resistance, and
evaluated more than 200 chemical
and biological control products for
efficacy against pathogens in these
crops. Howard was integral to the
expansion and development of the
research facilities at Alberta
Agriculture and Forestry's Crop
Diversification Centre South,
including the design and construction
of the current state-of-the-art
greenhouse research complex.
Howard's greatest impact has been
in his training of and influence on
generations of farmers, agronomists,
students and professionals. Through
his willingness and eagerness to
share his vast knowledge, Howard
has prepared and delivered more
than a thousand articles,
presentations, and scientific
publications over his career, including
editing and contributing to the
landmark resource book, Diseases
and Pests of Vegetable Crops
in Canada. A meticulous and ethical
researcher, a skilled leader, and a
true ambassador for Alberta
producers, his approachability and
humility have made him a "go-to"
person for help when it comes to
plant disease
diagnosis and management.
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Dietrich (Dieter)
Kuhlmann

Edmonton
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Mr. Dietrich (Dieter) Kuhlmann has
been a leader in growing
Alberta's horticulture industry for
more than 50 years. Three
generations of family are now actively
involved in running
Kuhlmann's - the greenhouse,
garden, and market, originally
founded by Kuhlmann and his wife
Elizabeth in 1962. To this
day, they have maintained their focus
on outstanding relationships
and selling direct to the customer.
He has been an ongoing
champion for the horticulture industry
and the success of other
growers, demonstrating that they can
all benefit by learning and
working together. Kuhlmann is Past
President and founding member
of the Alberta Greenhouse Growers
association , an organization
set up to identify and collectively act
on issues of critical importance
to growers. Recognizing the
opportunity for Alberta growers to
market cooperatively, he also worked
to establish Sunfresh Farms,
a grower-owned packing and
distribution facility, bringing better
revenues to member farms. A former
Director of the Alberta Crop
Industry Development fund,
Kuhlmann continues to promote local
horticulture projects, believing that
research and development is
essential to the continued growth of
the horticultural industry in
Alberta. Treating everyone in the
industry like family, he has a
special gift for meeting and greeting
the people that cross his path.
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2016

Dr. John Kennelly
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Edmonton

Dr. John Kennelly, dairy
researcher, professor, and Dean,
is one of Alberta’s great industry
builders. Dr. Kennelly was Chair
of the University of Alberta’s
Department of Agricultural, Food
and Nutritional Science, and later
Dean of the Faculty of
Agricultural, Life & Environmental
Sciences (ALES). One of the
dairy industry’s most respected
experts, he discovered,
documented, and translated into
practice critical breakthroughs in
nutrition and feeding systems.
This research propelled major
productivity gains in Alberta’s
dairy industry. Dr. Kennelly taught
dairy science and nutrition to
thousands of students at the
University, built world-renowned
research programs from scratch,
and oversaw tremendous growth
of ALES while serving as Dean.
Dr. Kennelly’s significant career
achievements include founding
the Western Canadian Dairy
Seminar, doubling the size of the
Dairy Research Technology
Centre, and leading the
establishment of the Agri-Food
Discovery Place. His vision, work
ethic, and intellect are key factors
in his amazing success. But
underpinning these are the
famous twinkle in his eye, a
fundamental level of decency as a
person, and a rare level of
goodwill towards others.
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Robert (Bob)
Prestage

Camrose
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Mr. Robert (Bob) Prestage has been
dedicated to beef cattle breeding and
genetic programs in Alberta for over
50 years. His commitment to the
industry is evident through his
sustained work in marketing and
exports, and international and
community programs. Early in his
career, Mr. Prestage distinguished
himself by developing the progeny
test program for beef cattle,
significantly improving the genetic
pool of the Canadian cattle industry.
Founding Wicklow Angus in
Camrose, he raised the profile of
Angus beef in Canada and
internationally. Mr. Prestage
selected, processed, and exported
thousands of cattle to over 20
countries, including marketing the
first cattle to Russia to support the
Alberta cattle industry’s recovery
from BSE. Mr. Prestage has
supported Alberta breeders in selling
cattle around the world. He has
unselfishly shared his marketing
expertise, hosted numerous
international delegations, and judged
at cattle shows internationally. A
former Reeve of Camrose County,
Mr. Prestage has made many
contributions to youth and community
organizations, and has received
numerous industry and community
awards including induction into the
Alberta Angus Association Hall of
Fame as a Breed Builder. Mr.
Prestage credits many people for
supporting him, especially his family
members, stating that he could not
have done it without them.
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2016

Cornelius (Cor)
Van Raay

Iron Springs

Mr. Cornelius (Cor) Van Raay’s
vision has helped mold the
modern day feedlot, and set the
bar in the Canadian cattle feeding
business. Starting with just 50
head of cattle, the business grew
to be one of the largest feedlot
operations in Canada. As an
innovator and early adopter of
technology, Mr. Van Raay
implemented best practices and
developed unprecedented
operational efficiencies in largescale feedlot operations, while
focusing on sound environmental
stewardship and improved animal
handling techniques. Mr. Van
Raay’s "big picture" thinking,
intellectual curiosity, and strong
work ethic helped launch several
successful agri-businesses
including Butte Grain Merchants
Ltd., Western Tractor, Van Raay
Land Inc., and Sungold Specialty
Meats Ltd., one of Canada’s
largest producers of lamb. To
ensure that agriculture continues
to attract young people and new
entrants, his major financial gift
launched the Cor Van Raay
Southern Alberta Agribusiness
Program at the University of
Lethbridge and Lethbridge
College in 2014. Connecting
agriculture and business, the
program increases educational
opportunities and innovation,
while ensuring that agriculture
remains a significant driver in
Alberta’s economy.
Mr. Van Raay is especially
pleased that all of his children
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continue to be involved in
agriculture.
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2014

Curtis Dishon
Clark
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Carstairs

Curtis Clark’s passion for the
dairy industry in Alberta spanned
almost five decades. The winner
of multiple awards throughout his
career as a breeder, dairy judge
and exhibitor, Mr. Clark was
known for laying the groundwork
for developing purebred breeders
and superior cattle in Alberta.
With his long-time partner Lloyd
Pickard and later his son Jim, he
grew Acme Holsteins of Carstairs
into the most traveled, well
recognized Holstein herd in
Western Canada. Many say his
legacy is best exemplified in the
Curtis Clark Achievement Award
presented annually at the Royal
Agricultural Winter Fair in
Toronto. Started in 1988, the
award recognizes a winner who
“exemplifies the all-around ability,
sportsmanship, and dedication
necessary to be respected by his
fellow breeders and exhibitors.”
Before he passed away in 1997 at
the age of 86, Curtis said in one
of his last interviews, “It’s great
how the boys are working
together in the Holstein breed. It
is surprising how far you can pull
a sled if you pull together.”

Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame| Inductees

2014

Gordon Hilton

Strathmore
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Gordon Hilton’s place in the
history of agriculture in Alberta
began in the 1960s. A true
pioneer of conservation tillage,
Gordon brought one of the first
no-till drills to Western Canada in
1980. His dedication and passion
to the industry was evident. He
worked tirelessly to educate and
encourage other farmers to adopt
conservation farming methods.
Today, direct seeding is practiced
by the majority of farmers across
Western Canada. From helping
educate government to creating
industry organizations, and
working with industry to modify
and improve existing equipment,
his legacy will be one where soil
degradation and wind erosion
have been greatly reduced
throughout Alberta and beyond.
His sharing of knowledge and
ideas both inside and out of
Alberta has had and will continue
to have a profound impact on soil
conservation and farming
practices. A true testament to his
achievements can be found in
being the first farmer ever
inducted into the Soil
Conservation Council of Canada’s
Hall of Fame in 1990.
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2014

Dr. Mohyuddin
Mirza
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Edmonton

Dr. Mirza is an accomplished and
visionary scientist whose practical
research has invaluably impacted
the greenhouse industry in
Alberta. Recognized as a pioneer
in introducing hydroponics
production to greenhouse crops,
for almost 30 years this educator,
mentor, researcher, writer and
problem solver had played a
pivotal role in building the
greenhouse industry from a $25
million a year in 1980 to over
$160 million in 2014. Dr. Mirza
receives numerous awards and
accolades during his decades of
work within Alberta Agriculture
and Rural Development. As a
founding member of the Alberta
Greenhouse Growers Association
and adjunct professor at the
University of Alberta, Dr. Mirza
has been credited with inspiring
new entrants into the industry. In
the 1980’s he helped introduced
soilless crop production, an
innovation that helped built the
industry. Many say Dr. Mirza is
best known as a friend to
growers. Always reachable, he
constantly provided time to teach
and share with growers.
According to one former student
who was inspired by Dr. Mirza to
start his own greenhouse
business, “helping others succeed
is their passion.”
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Dr. Thomas
Wilhemus Droog

DeWinton
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From the beginning, Tom and his late
wife Emmy Droog approached
farming with a keen eye for business.
While they quickly mastered the art of
farming, Tom disagreed with the role
of the Canadian Wheat Board and
decided to grow an alternate crop
that he could market himself. Tom
and Emmy were the first in North
America to produce flavoured
sunflower and pumpkin seeds
snacks, called Spitz, and the first to
sell these snacks in re-sealable bags.
Tom also contracted directly with
southern Alberta farmers and worked
very closely with them to build their
capacity and helped to ensure their
enterprises were profitable. Spitz
became the number one selling
sunflower seed in Canada capturing
over 75 per cent of the Canadian
market. Spitz was also sold in 42
states and became the number three
selling brand in the U.S. In 2008, the
company was sold to PepsiCo, but
remains an Alberta-based business.
Tom Droog was at the forefront of the
value-added trend in agriculture,
which is based on the ability to adapt
in the face of new challenges. Tom’s
innovative approach to business
made him a leader, with increased
value coming from improved
production, marketing and processing
strategies.
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2012

Dr. Ieuan R. Evans
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Parkland County

As a provincial pathologist, Dr. Ieuan
Evans, or Dr. Copper as he is known
prairie-wide, has literally saved
prairie farmers countless millions of
dollars in grain yield and quality. In
the early 1980s, he helped to
demonstrate that some 30 to 40 per
cent of Alberta cropland was deficient
in copper for cereal production.
Armed with this knowledge,
producers saw their crop yields soar.
In the mid-1980s, he organized the
Blackleg Control Program of Canola.
It is estimated by the Alberta Canola
Commission that this program
prevented Alberta canola growers
between $300 and $500 million in
losses. In the 1990s, Ieuan was
instrumental in setting up the highly
successful Fusarium Headblight
Control Program in Alberta. He also
conducted groundbreaking work on
fireblight, ran the effective bacterial
ring rot of potatoes control program
for 16 years, and is a founding
member, and current vice president,
of STOPDED (Society to Prevent
Dutch Elm Disease). Ieuan is known
province-wide as a horticulturist. His
Alberta-developed Evans Cherry
trees have sold in the millions across
Canada and the United States.
Seeing healthy crops flourishing
across the province is a reminder of
Ieuan’s invaluable contribution to
Alberta’s agriculture industry.
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Mabel Church
Hamilton

Innisfail
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Mabel Hamilton has been a producer
of purebred Angus cattle for 35
years, as well as being a recognized
and respected leader in the Alberta
and Canadian beef industry. As one
of the founding members and past
chair of the Canadian Cattle
Identification Agency, Mabel played a
huge role in the establishment of
Canada’s national cattle identification
program. She worked with
advertising and promotion as a Beef
Information Centre director and then
chairperson. Her leadership helped
refocus the organization and advance
consumer education and beef
promotion. She served as a
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association
board member, and she was one of
the first women ever elected to this
national industry organization. As
president of the Canadian Angus
Association, Mabel was at the helm
when the Angus breed experienced
exceptional growth to become one of
the largest and most influential beef
breeds in Canada. Mabel’s record of
outstanding leadership at the
provincial, national and international
level has truly earned her a place
among the giants.
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Howard Benton
Haney

20
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Lethbridge

For more than 60 years, Howard
Haney has worked tirelessly
promoting agriculture, community
education, family and philanthropy.
From his earliest years as a farmer,
Howard recognized the power of the
co-operative movement, and played
an active part in its evolution, both in
Alberta and Canada. As president of
the United Farmers of Alberta, he
earned the respect of members,
board members, management and
staff through his professional and
ethical business practices. As
director of Fletcher’s Fine Foods Ltd.,
he contributed directly to the
successful transfer of shares from the
Alberta Pork Producers’
Development Corporation to
individual producers during a time of
great turbulence in the pork
processing industry. He also played
a central role in developing the Cooperative Marketing Chair, which is a
major research and education
initiative at the University of Alberta.
Howard’s commitment to bettering
his community, and his country, was
recognized in 2004 when he was
inducted into the Order of Canada.
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Dr. Ian Morrison

Sherwood Park

Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame| Inductees

Classification: Protected A

Dr. Ian Morrison was a tireless
steward of the land; his research
accomplishments as well as his
administrative policies were designed
not only to help farmers reach profit
goals, but to achieve goals leading to
environmental sustainability. His
work on herbicide resistant weeds
resulted in considerable savings in
herbicide and application costs, and
helped prevent an escalation of the
weed resistance problem in Western
Canada. As an educator, Ian was a
visionary and accomplished
administrator, committed to training
students to contribute to Alberta’s
agricultural communities. Ian
Morrison was an outstanding
individual, who was respected for his
strongly held beliefs, his careful
decisions and actions. His role in the
advancement of Alberta and Western
Canadian agriculture was immense
and continues today, as well as into
the future, through all those he
mentored and influenced.

21

2010

Phillip M. Thomas

22
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Lacombe

Phil Thomas is not only the original
“Mr. Canola,” he is a combination of
educator, extension worker, radio
commentator, supervisor, author,
researcher, consultant, advisor, and
life-long learner. A prolific author, his
works include the Canola Growers
Manual and the landmark Alberta
Rapeseed Home Study Course. As a
guest lecturer, seminar leader, and
guest speaker, Phil Thomas has
shared his knowledge and expertise
about Canada’s canola/rapeseed to
audiences in Canada and around the
world. He has also made a
tremendous impact through his
service on numerous local, national
and international committees. He is
an enthusiastic ambassador, patient
teacher and renowned for his
knowledge. When the fields of
summer are painted the colour of
canola, one cannot help but be
reminded of Phil’s invaluable career
and the tremendous contribution his
work has made towards Alberta’s
success.
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Dr. Prem D.
Kharbanda

Edmonton
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Dr. Prem Kharbanda has been an
outstanding contributor to the field of
plant pathology for over 37 years,
excelling in his work on a variety of
crops and their economically
important disease problems. Very
active in his efforts with the
province’s greenhouse industry, he
helped to virtually eliminate
nematode problems in Alberta
greenhouses and significantly reduce
the incidence of other diseases such
as Sclerotinia stem rot. On field
crops, Prem was instrumental in
preventing the spread of blackleg
disease of canola in Alberta, using
innovative strategies involving a
combination of cultural, chemical and
biological methods, disease
monitoring, seed testing, producer
education and awareness as well as
technology development. It’s
estimated his efforts fighting blackleg
saved Alberta producers over $400
million between 1983 and 1999 and
may have prevented the total
annihilation of the Canadian canola
industry. The fields of canola
flourishing across Alberta today are a
constant reminder of Prem’s
invaluable career, and the
tremendous contribution his work has
made towards the success of
Alberta’s agriculture industry.

23

2008

Tom C. Livingston

24
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Duchess

Tom Livingston represents the
epitome of grass roots leadership.
With the energy and commitment he
brings to any issue he takes on, he
has significantly influenced policy
development provincially and
nationally. Tom has been a tireless
advocate for the agriculture industry,
especially in regards to land-use
issues. He was an early proponent of
crossbreeding cattle for hybrid vigour
and improved performance. He has
worked with and supported countless
community organizations, agricultural
and livestock related commissions,
committees and associations. In
1971, Tom formed the Eastern
Irrigation District Landowners
Association, representing over 1200
farmers. In all these endeavours,
Tom Livingston is well known as a
dedicated and principled leader
whose advice is highly regarded. His
love of the land, and its people, is
clearly evident is everything he does.
Tom Livingston’s long and varied
lifetime of service to Alberta’s
agriculture industry makes him a
most deserving member of the
Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame.
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Edward Carl
Schultz

Sherwood Park
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Ed Schultz’s passion for the pork
production industry in Alberta saw
him dedicate a life-time career to
improving a vital part of our
agricultural economy. He was the
general manager of the Alberta Pork
Producer’s Marketing Board, (later
Alberta Pork) for 33 years, from 1974
to 2007. During that time, he was
instrumental in starting hog export
contracts in Alberta, establishing the
Pork Quality Assurance Program for
Alberta pork and developing a large
export market for Canadian hogs and
pork products. He oversaw and
directed the Alberta hog industry’s
growth from a yearly production of
about two million market hogs to the
present level of three-and-a-half
million. Ed showed he has earned a
place in the business life of this
province when he was named to the
POWER LIST as one of Alberta’s 50
most influential people by Alberta
Venture magazine in August 2006.
His leadership has been invaluable to
the pork industry, provincially,
nationally and internationally, and
has earned him the respect and
gratitude of politicians, bureaucrats,
industry people and producers alike.

25

2006

R. Robert B.
Church

26
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Airdrie

Dr. Bob Church is internationally
known as a leader and expert in
transferring the technologies of
genetics, biotechnology and
molecular biology to the food and
fibre industries. He was instrumental
in developing the worldwide cattle
genetics industry and was one of the
earliest scientists to analyse animal
genomes. Bob was one of the key
people in establishing the Premier’s
Council on Science and Technology
in Alberta. This organization grew
into the Alberta Science and
Research Authority, which Bob
nurtured through its formative years.
He is a rare breed of individual; a
medical scientist of considerable
accomplishment at the University of
Calgary; a rancher with experience in
sustainable agricultural production;
and a catalyst that makes things
happen in Alberta and around the
world. Not only has he served the
needs of agriculture in Alberta, he
has improved the lives of Albertans
and has made the future of rural
Alberta brighter for everyone.
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Frank Fallwell

Calgary
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Despite what he modestly says,
Frank Fallwell is far more than just “a
fish monger from Calgary.” Frank
has given much to build and sustain
provincial agricultural organizations
such as the Agricultural Products
Marketing Council, Growing Alberta
and the Alberta Food Processors
Association. Frank’s leadership at the
Agriculture and Food Council led to
one of the most successful and
effective Canadian Adaptation and
Rural Development (CARD)
programs in the country. But it is as
an ambassador of Alberta’s
agriculture and food industry that he
is at his finest. A skilled diplomat, he
has the knack for building bridges
between adversaries, across thorny
issues and over major challenges. He
has brokered creative solutions,
forged innovative partnerships and
solved seemingly insurmountable
problems by knowing how to get the
decision makers in one room and
creating an environment for positive
dialogue. Frank Fallwell is a
gentleman who has always worn his
passion for Alberta’s agriculture and
food industry on his sleeve – proudly
and unabas hedly.

27

2006

Dr. Frank
Robinson

28
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Edmonton

Throughout his career, Dr. Frank
Robinson has used his leadership
and teaching abilities to bring
agriculture to the community and the
community to agriculture. He is an
avid advocate of innovation in
teaching and learning. With each
progression in his teaching style,
Frank has attracted more interest and
involvement from students, industry
partners and community members.
His peers across Canada have
followed his lead and adopted similar
teaching philosophies. He has also
helped develop the agriculture
industry in Alberta. His broiler
breeder research program is
internationally recognized. His
leadership has led to the creation of
the highly successful Alberta Poultry
Research Centre and his innovation
fuels its expansion. But above all
else, he has a gift for connecting with
everyone, from fellow PhDs to
students, from elementary teachers
to seniors groups, and from junior
high jazz bands to poultry producers
around the world. Like the Pied
Piper, Frank has led scores of
people; from students to seniors to a
greater appreciation of the impact
agriculture has on everyday lives.
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Henry James
Tomlinson

Spruce Grove

Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame| Inductees

Classification: Protected A

Henry James Tomlinson’s recognition
of the need for a rural gas service in
Alberta led to a twenty-seven-year
commitment to turning it into a reality.
Under his leadership, the Federation
of Alberta Gas Co-ops became one
of the leading and most effective rural
advocacy organizations in Alberta,
and the largest rural gas organization
in the world, serving over 100,000
residences, farms and businesses.
Henry’s inspired leadership kept the
co-ops united as an organization and
brought them from being solely an
advocacy group to being a fully
functional business. As well, his
constant work with the provincial
government, and his ambassadorship
in Ottawa on behalf of the co-ops
paid immense dividends for Alberta
farmers. These successes included
the replacing of 4600 kilometres of
leaking plastic pipe in Alberta in the
early 1970s and the removal of the
federal excise tax on natural gas in
1984. Most of all, Henry’s leadership,
perseverance and innovation helped
bring natural gas to every rural and
small community home in Alberta.
When it is minus 30 outside, Henry’s
contribution to a better quality of life
for rural Albertans can most definitely
be felt.
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Herman Schwenk

30
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Coronation

Herman Schwenk has proved himself
a tireless leader of countless
agricultural organizations for nearly
half a century. That he has done so
while growing the family farm from a
half section of rented land to a land
base of over 10 sections, as well as
developing a 300 head cow/calf
operation and a 1000-head feedlot, is
a tremendous accomplishment in
itself. But perhaps his greatest
achievements come from the field of
electrical distribution. The power
companies refused to serve many
parts of rural Alberta as they viewed
the costs as being too great for the
economic return. However, Herman
worked tirelessly with the provincial
government, rural electrification
associations and power companies to
start and keep the power flowing.
Under his leadership, the Alberta
Federation of Rural Electrification
Associations grew to an active
organization. Driving down a rural
road and seeing the power lines
spreading across the land, one
cannot help but be reminded of
Herman’s invaluable contributions,
and how he helped make rural
Alberta a better place to live and do
business. He truly helped shine the
light for and on rural Alberta.
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Chris Mills

Okatoks
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For over three decades, Chris Mills
provided the Alberta and Canadian
beef industry with invaluable insight
and skill in market and policy
analysis. Internationally, his
contributions to defeating many
international trade challenges to the
Canadian beef industry deserve
extraordinary recognition.
Domestically, his achievements
range from helping shape the policy
changes to the Crownest Pass
Freight Rate that resulted in the
expansion of the livestock industry in
Western Canada, to transforming the
Canadian Cattleman’s Association
into a federation of provincial
associations, and to designing the
Canfax Cattle Market Information
Service. Throughout his extraordinary
career, Chris has always shown the
ability to envision the opportunities
and challenges the industry might
face and to develop strategies to
successfully address them. He has
been the industry’s mentor, market
guru, conscience, and
environmentalist. His logical
approach to problem solving and his
example of applying thoroughly
researched information, hard work
and common sense to issues
continues to be an inspiration to
industry leaders to this day. He is a
most worthy addition to the Alberta
Agriculture Hall of Fame.

31

2002

Dr. James Henry
Helm

32
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Lacombe

Dr. Jim Helm, "a practical scientist for
the practical farmer". A background
in livestock production enabled Jim to
understand the needs of livestock
producers. Establishing and
developing the Field Crop
Development Centre in Lacombe, his
research has grown into one of the
most productive cereal breeding
programs in Canada with a worldwide
reputation for scientific excellence,
productivity and innovation. His work
in the development of feed grains
with improved levels of protein and
energy digestibility has led to the
creation of 23 new varieties of barley
and triticale. Of particular importance
was the development of new high
yielding hulless barley and semidwarf barley varieties for Alberta
producers. His work in Near Infrared
Reflectance Spectroscopy (NIRS)
has advanced this rapid, cost
effective and non-destructive method
of analyzing whole grain samples.
Respected internationally, Jim's
efforts were instrumental in the
development of the Canada/Alberta
Barley Agreement and the formation
of the Alberta Barley Commission.
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Stanley Allan Price

Acme

Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame| Inductees

Classification: Protected A

Operating from Acme, Alberta, Stan
Price exhibited a lifelong commitment
to family values, improving industry
standards, building communities, and
the vertical integration of food
production from farm through to
consumer. Stan pioneered the
development on modern hog
production practices with its
emphasis on superior genetics,
innovations in breeding, the need for
national grading standards and the
need for value-added processing.
This dedication led to Stan becoming
founding president of the Canadian
Pork Council, one of the founders of
Pig Improvement Canada, a key to
the establishment of Fletcher's Fine
Foods in Alberta, and the building of
an integrated family food company
known as Sunterra. Sunterra
Enterprises reflect high standards in
the production of pork and beef,
processing them for export and
domestic markets through Trochu
Meats, and a domestic retailing chain
called Sunterra Markets complete
with customized catering services. A
Price family member leads each arm
of Sunterra Enterprises.
Stan Price had extensively supported
his local community in education,
sports, business development and
youth activities. Stan, his wife
Florence, and seven children have
provided a new definition to the
enterprise known as the family farm

33
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V.C. (Lud) Prudek

34
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Bow Island

Lud Prudek will long be remembered
as the visionary who saw the need
for the introduction and promotion of
value-added alternative crops in
Alberta and Western Canada as
being key to a sustainable farming
future. He was instrumental in the
development of the dry bean industry
in Alberta in the 1950's and cofounded the original Bow Island bean
processing plant in 1968, operating it
for 10 years. Lud was equally
involved in the leadership and
development of soft white spring
wheat, pulse crops, sugar beets and
potato sectors in Southern Alberta.
He strongly promoted the need for
research and development, serving
both Canada and Alberta in key
advisory roles. He pioneered gated
pipe irrigation, as well as salinity and
seepage control through the
transporting of water in pipelines.
With his leadership, pulse crops grew
to a 100-million-dollar industry where
none had existed before. He was a
sustainable farmer long before its
practices became popular. Farming
specialty crops for 50 years, Lud is a
rare individual whose personality and
work example generated many
enduring legacies.
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Calvin Wayne
Ausenhus

Didsbury

Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame| Inductees

Classification: Protected A

Almost 25 years ago, a new vision for
farming began to grow near the small
Alberta town of Didsbury. Frustrated
with a lack of grain marketing
options, Calvin Ausenhus and a
group of neighbors began loading rail
cars themselves. It was the start of a
revolution and Cal would lead the
charge to a more open grain handling
and marketing system for western
farmers. In 1979, Cal co-founded
Chinook Grain. It pioneered producer
grain car loading and on-farm grain
pickup. By giving farmers direct
access to feedlots and rail cars, offboard grain prices took off. To
combat the negative effects the
Canola Cash Call Market had on
shipping options, Chinook Grain let
farmer's book dealer cars at reduced
rates. Cal co-founded four producer
organizations, including the Western
Barley Growers Association, and
advised several more. He showed
farmers how to reduce their price risk
by using the futures and commodities
markets. He advocated for changes
in Alberta's Futures Exchange, better
Alberta representation on the
Winnipeg Commodity Association
and the establishment of the Ag.
Options Market in western Canada.
Cal was also the first member of the
Winnipeg Commodity Exchange
Board of Governors not from
Manitoba. He helped develop the
Alberta Barley Contract (later called
the Western Barley Contract), which
today is recognized as the world
standard.

35

2000

James Harold
Graham

36
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Rainier

Several years of hail damage back in
the 50s persuaded Jim Graham to
switch from grain to cattle production.
It was a pivotal decision for both Jim
and Alberta's burgeoning beef
industry. The experience he gained
as a producer and feeder combined
with passion and political know-how
helped make Canada a world-wide
leader and model for excellence in
cattle production. Jim became chair
of the Alberta Cattle Commission and
the Beef Export Federation, as well
as President of the Canadian
Cattlemen's Association. He is wellremembered for his 1986 stand
against importing heavily subsidized
European beef. When asked how
much of the beef Canada would
accept, he responded with, "Not one
damn pound!" His decision saved the
Canadian industry an estimated $500
million over 10 years. By leading the
industry out of the National Tripartite
Stabilization Program two years
ahead of schedule and supporting
NAFTA, he set a strong example at
GATT talks. Under his direction, the
Canada Beef Export Federation
evolved and expanded into Mexico
and the Pacific Rim. Despite
opposition from other member
countries, Jim invited Mexico to join
the Five Nations Beef Conference.
While devoting 200 days a year to
promoting the cattle industry, Jim
also oversaw a successful business,
South Slope Feeders Ltd.
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Dr. John Alfred
Toogood

Edmonton
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Dr. John Toogood never forgot the
Dirty Thirties when he watched his
father's farm soil blow into the ditches
like snow. He combined his love of
the land with a passion for teaching
and became one of the most
prominent and influential soil
scientists in all of North America. Dr.
Toogood spent 30 years at the
University of Alberta Soil Sciences
department working tirelessly to
improve agricultural production
through research into soil testing and
fertility, erosion control, production
systems and agrometeorology. His
water erosion research was the first
of its kind in Alberta and several of
his extension bulletins and booklets
were landmark publications. The
simplified textural triangle, proposed
by Dr. Toogood in 1958 and widely
adopted across Canada, is now
gaining international usage. Due to
his foresight, the Breton Soil Fertility
Plots, a critical tool used to gauge
long term agricultural practices on
land, were saved from abandonment
and further developed. Dr. Toogood's
practical and down-to-earth manner
made him a popular teacher and
speaker for farmers and fertilizer
dealers, as well as industry
representatives, policy-makers,
media and scientists from around the
world. His contributions were
recognized with five professional
honours and were an invaluable
resource to the Alberta Institute of
Agrologists, as well as countless
others professional and community
organizations.

37

1998

Leonard Friesen

Airdrie

The cattle industry in Alberta is richer
for Leonard Friesen. This livestock
buyer, rancher and cattle feeder had
always promoted excellence in
raising and merchandising Alberta
cattle. His encouragement of the
cattle industry extended to young
people with his involvement in the 4H movement. He had been a role
model to thousands of 4-H members.
In 1981, he received the Premier's
Award for his outstanding service to
4-H and the cattle industry in general.
Mr. Friesen judged hundreds of cattle
shows, many of them in the U.S. He
had been an effective ambassador
for the Alberta cattle industry, and
was one of Alberta's largest cattle
brokers in the 1970s and early
1980s. His interests included the
Calgary Stockyards, the Western
Heritage Centre and the Calgary
Stampede. Mr. Friesen had often
been invited as a guest speaker at
cattle banquets and functions. He
had held office and been affiliated
with local, provincial, federal and
international livestock groups. A true
champion of Alberta and its cattle
industry. In 1995, Mr. Friesen
published a book called Cows,
Cowboys, Cattlemen and Characters.
In addition, he had written a regular
column on the cattle industry for 23
years. Mr. Friesen was a devout
Christian and family man, with he and
his wife Edna raising six children.

38
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Jack Gaylyn Gorr

Three Hills
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Long time farmer and agricultural
economist, Jack Gorr epitomizes
constructive change. Through his
involvement in the Gilson Task Force
on Transportation and the Prairie Rail
Action Committee, which resulted in
major reforms in grain transportation,
Mr. Gorr has pursued a more
responsive and low cost grain
transportation system. A lifelong
commitment to grain marketing
reforms led to his 1995 appointment
to the Steering Committee of farm
leaders which set the criteria for the
Alberta wheat and barley plebiscite.
He was later appointed to the federal
Western Grain Marketing Panel
which led a review of western grain
marketing issues. In 1991, Mr. Gorr
received the Distinguished
Professional Achievement Award
from the University of Alberta for
outstanding service to agriculture. In
1998, he was honoured by the
Western Canadian Wheat Growers
Association for his dedication and
contributions to the grain industry.
During his tenure at Alberta
Agriculture, he pioneered the use of
computer technology. He also served
on the boards of farm organizations
and on many task forces and
commissions. His belief in valueadded processing resulted in him
becoming a founding partner of AgriPartners International Inc. Mr. Gorr's
contributions have made a difference
to farmers. He continues to farm near
Three Hills, Alberta and remains
committed to the agriculture industry.

39

1998

Lloyd Errington
Lee

40
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Barrhead

An insatiable curiosity turned into a
labour of love for Lloyd Lee. Since his
retirement, the lifelong Alberta
farmer-turned-horticulturist has
devoted his time to his orchard -budding, grafting and crossbreeding
to improve on varieties of apples,
saskatoons, chokecherries, and other
fruit trees and shrubs. His pink
flowering Mayday tree 'Ethel' is
approved and registered with the
Brooklyn Botanical Garden in New
York, U.S. The Crop Diversification
Centre North has dedicated two
acres to preserving varieties Mr. Lee
has developed since 1992. His
interest in horticulture didn't start
there, however. As early as 1936, Mr.
Lee has grown and sold various
bedding plants. In the 1950s and
1960s, he grew gladiolus on a threeacre plot and also developed a
unique pink lily. His influence has
extended to the livestock industry
when, in 1958, he became a founding
member and director of the VegaMellowdale Artificial Insemination
Association. The Association was
formed to help improve the quality of
livestock in the Barrhead area, and
indeed, throughout Alberta. His
livestock interest continues today,
with his experiments in crossbreeding
poultry to act as natural pest
predators in his orchard. In 1991, Mr.
Lee, together with his son and
daughter-in-law, received the County
of Barrhead Agricultural Service
Board's Conservation Award for their
conservation-type approach to
farming.
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Dr. Peter Bergen

Taber
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Dr. Peter Bergen has played an
integral role in the advancement of
Alberta's sugar beet industry. Dr.
Bergen's research and
developmental innovations in sugar
beet genetics and agronomics,
tailored for Alberta's irrigated
conditions, has been one of the key
factors in sustaining viable systems
of production for Alberta growers.
Both a scientist and an extension
specialist, Dr. Bergen sought to
bridge scientific research and field
application to benefit all producers.
As the key developer of the monogerm seed for sugar beets, it was
under his guidance that one of the
first efforts at growing beets with
planting-to-stand and reduced tillage
to lower production costs and
prevent soil erosion was successful.
Growers have been quick to adopt
agronomic practices and methods
identified and recommended by him.
An endless promoter of high quality
crop production in an
environmentally responsible manner,
Dr. Bergen introduced guidelines for
fertilizer and pesticide application
rates for Alberta growers. As a result,
sugar production per acre in Alberta
has doubled. A visible advocate for
agriculture, Dr. Bergen maintained
active memberships in several
national and international agricultural
organizations. Dr. Bergen received
the Distinguished Agrologist Award
by the Alberta Institute for
Agrologists for his outstanding work
with Alberta's sugar beet industry in
1996.
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Harvey J. Buckley

42
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Cochrane

The development and administration
of farm policy in Alberta has thrived
under Harvey Buckley's guidance.
Known and trusted by both industry
and producers, Mr. Buckley provided
steady leadership to a majority of
Alberta's commodity organizations for
nearly 25 years. As chairperson of
the Alberta Agricultural Products
Marketing Council, Mr. Buckley
established the new Marketing of
Agricultural Products Act in 1987.
With an unending desire to learn, Mr.
Buckley had continually improved his
own commercial cattle operation. At
the Quarter Circle X Ranch at
Cochrane, Mr. Buckley had promoted
his conservation and stewardship
philosophy by maintaining a careful
balance between productivity, cost
and long-term viability. Mr. Buckley
had been involved in numerous
agricultural and community-based
organizations, from the Cochrane
Chamber of Commerce to many
livestock organizations. In working
with the community, Mr. Buckley
developed the prototype group that
soon became the model from which
the Provincial Rural Crime Watch
program was formed. A recipient of
many awards, Mr. Buckley received
the Alberta Achievement Award of
Excellence in Agriculture in 1986 and
the Confederation of Canada 125th
Anniversary Medal in 1992.
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Jacob (Jake)
Werner Thiesssen

Edmonton
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An agricultural engineer, Jake
Thiessen had a significant influence
on decisions regarding irrigation
water supply infrastructure in Alberta
and across Canada. For more than
30 years, Mr. Thiessen had provided
all levels of government with sound
judgement on water and irrigation
policy. Mr. Thiessen was responsible
for all aspects of water management
in Alberta as Assistant Deputy
Minister for Alberta Environmental
Protection. Throughout his career, he
provided counsel on the restructuring
and rehabilitation of numerous
headworks and canal systems in
southern Alberta. As a skilled
negotiator, Mr. Thiessen developed
the water resources legislation
through an extensive public
consultation process. His unending
perseverance saw the Old Man River
Dam completed on time and on
budget, despite the many political
and legal challenges the Dam faced.
Irrigated acres in souther Alberta
doubled during his career, thus
providing more opportunities for
agricultural producers involved in the
feedlot industry and in value-added
production. Mr. Thiessen had served
on numerous boards and councils
relating to Alberta's irrigation
industry. He is a long-time member of
the Association of Professional
Engineers, Geologists and
Geophysicists of Alberta (APEGGA).

43

1995

George John
Daugela

44
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Spruce Grove

An agricultural engineer and
educator, George Daugela used his
talents to design and manufacture
high-quality, innovative agricultural
equipment that improved growing
and harvesting conditions for grain
farmers around the world. He taught
at Lakeland College before he
founded the award-winning
agricultural equipment design and
manufacturing company, Vertec
Industries. Mr. Daugela's grain drier,
created specifically for the crops and
climate of western Canada, is still
marketed internationally. At home
and abroad, Mr. Daugela, sometimes
called the pioneer of harvest
management, promoted good
harvest management techniques and
worked to create new export
opportunities for agricultural
manufacturers. Throughout his life,
Mr. Daugela generously shared his
enthusiasm and expertise. He taught
farmers at the Banff School of
Management, advised agricultural
experts from China and was
welcomed as guest speaker by farm
organizations across North America.
He was a long-time member of the
Alberta Institute of Agrologists and
one of the founders of the Prairie
Implement Manufacturing
Association.
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Ralph A.
Jespersen

Stony Plain
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Ralph Jespersen had been a tireless
leader in the local and national
agricultural community, particularly in
the dairy industry. A master of
diplomacy and sound judgement, he
had often represented the Canadian
agricultural industry and served as
an advisor abroad. On his Stony
Plain dairy farm, Mr. Jespersen
dedicated himself early to improved
farming practices and new
technology. His exemplary operation
had long been a showcase for
visitors from around the world. As
board member and chair of
numerous dairy organizations, he
initiated policies and programs to
focus on marketing and product
improvement. A skilled mediator, Mr.
Jespersen had worked with and
elicited the cooperation of multifocused farm groups from across
Canada. He was an effective,
president of both Unifarm and the
Canadian Federation of Agriculture,
instilling in the members a strong
unity of purpose. Under Mr.
Jespersen's leadership, the Dairy
Bureau of Canada saw its scope and
influence increase as it adopted his
marketing policies. Absolutely
committed to his community, he had
worked hard to improve life there and
in all rural and agricultural areas. Mr.
Jespersen was also a highly
respected Member of the Legislative
Assembly.

45

1994

Eion Alistair
Chisholm

46
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Okotoks

Leader in the cattle finishing
business, Eion Chisholm has always
pursued opportunities offered by the
winds of change. In the 1950's, as
secretary manager for the Western
Stock Growers' Association, Mr.
Chisholm recognized enormous
potential in cattle finishing. He began
custom feeding cattle, providing the
backbone for one of Alberta's largest
agri-businesses today. In 1958, he
founded Western Feedlots Ltd. And
managed the company for 30 years,
building the largest cattle finishing
business in the province. He also
worked to improve cattle marketing
by introducing the telephone bid
system for cattle sales. He was one
of the originators of Canfax, a cattle
sales information service funded by
cattlemen, and also spearheaded the
process to change the grading
system for beef. In 1988, Mr.
Chisholm received the Distinguished
Agrologist Award from the Alberta
Institute of Agrologists. Mr. Chisholm
had retired from Western Feedlots
Ltd., but continued to be a governor
of the Western Stock Growers'
Association.
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James Panton
Christie

Trochu
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Jim Christie had been a leader in his
Trochu community, in farm
organizations and related activities
all his life. As director and chairman
of the Hail and Crop Insurance
Corporation for over 15 years, Mr.
Christie had made exceptional
contributions to the agricultural
community. He was also director and
later chairman of the Alberta
Weather Modification Board from
1972 until it was discontinued in
1986. An innovator, he had readily
adopted new technologies and
farming practices, and had
encouraged others to do the same.
He had tirelessly promoted
cooperation among governments,
research and farm organizations. His
efforts secured funding for the Swine
Research Center and its continued
expansion. As a member of the
Alberta Hog Marketing Board, he
promoted the interests of hog
producers and the industry, and in
1990 received the Pork Industry
Leadership Award. Mr. Christie is still
active in farming and community
activities.
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High H. Michael

48
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Lethbridge

Pioneer of canola processing and
marketing, Hugh Michael is the father
of today's successful oilseed industry
in Alberta and Canada. In the 1950's,
he successfully promoted rapeseed
to farmers as a new cash crop, then
founded the oilseed processing and
marketing operation, Western
Canadian Seed Processors, now
known as Canbra Foods. Mr. Michael
encouraged development of a new
variety of rapeseed named canola,
and promoted the introduction of
oilseeds into traditional cropping
practices. In 1961, Western
Canadian Seed Processors opened
the first edible oil extraction plant in
the province at Lethbridge. Today,
operating as Canbra Foods Ltd., it is
the only fully integrated oil seed
processing plant in Canada
producing for domestic and export
markets. Mr. Michael established an
uniquely Canadian industry, 25 years
ahead of its fledgling counterpart in
the United States. In 1976, Mr.
Michael received the Distinguished
Agrologist Award from the Alberta
Institute of Agrologists.
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Hubert N.
Anderson

Barrhead

An outstanding community leader,
Hubert Anderson organized and
consolidated agricultural initiatives
and associations in the Barrhead
area for over 40 years. He founded
and chaired numerous local
organizations, including the original
Co-Op Seed Cleaning Plant and the
community's first rural telephone
system. As a member of the Alberta
Wheat Pool (AWP) for 32 years, Mr.
Anderson served as a respected
advisor on several provincial and
federal communities, including 16
years on the AWP's provincial board.
With his wife, Florence, he received
the Community Volunteer Award
from the Barrhead County
Recreation Board in 1987. Mr.
Anderson continued his leadership
activities as a town councillor in
Barrhead until 1993.

1993

Allan Wilson
Beattie

Calgary

Allan Beattie had devoted a lifetime
to the promotion of agriculture
through his career and professional
affiliations. Highly respected as a
district agriculturalist for Alberta
Agriculture and as Director of Public
Relations for the Alberta Wheat Pool,
Mr. Beattie had made significant
contributions as advisor to and
spokesperson for the industry. As a
communications specialist, he
conceived and initiated such unique
and successful projects as the 4-H
public speaking program and
competition, the Grain Academy and
the Calgary Exhibition and
Stampede's Country College. Mr.
Beattie was made a Fellow of the
Agriculture Institute of Canada in
1980 and was awarded a life
membership in the Canadian Society
of Extension in the summer of 1992.
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1993

Herbert Thomas
(Bert) Hargrave

Walsh

Bert Hargrave was a product of the
short-grass cattle country north of the
Cypress Hills. A fourth-generation
rancher, he began a life-long
challenge to improve agriculture on
his own cattle ranch near Medicine
Hat. There, he improved stock
quality, developed water
conservation techniques and
designed specialized machinery for
range management. To streamline
cattle marketing and shipping to the
east, he founded the Walsh Cattle
Marketing Association and remained
its president for 25 years. Among Mr.
Hargrave's many industry affiliations,
he was an exceptionally active
member of the Canadian Cattlemen's
Association throughout his career.
Mr. Hargrave served three terms as
a member of parliament and later sat
on the boards of the University of
Calgary and University of Alberta. He
is also a member of the Agricultural
Hall of Fame in Billings, Montana.

1992

Paul Babey

Beaver Dam

Paul Babey had been active in
agriculture on both the provincial and
federal scenes for nearly 40 years.
He served as president of the
Farmers' Union of Alberta and vice
president of the Alberta Federation of
Agriculture. He was also instrumental
in uniting the two organizations into
Alberta's largest farmer-organization,
Unifarm. He also served as Unifarm's
first president. Mr. Babey operated a
farm near Beaverdam until 1972. At
that time, he moved to Ottawa where
he had served as chairman of the
National Farm Marketing Council and
chief operating officer of the Farm
Credit Corporation.
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Joseph B. Gurba

Edmonton

For 36 years, Joseph Gurba served
Alberta Agriculture in many
capacities, culminating with the
position as the head of the crop
protection branch. Throughout his
distinguished career, Mr. Gurba was
a leading force in developing
programs which have helped protect
crops and livestock against pests
and disease. He also assisted in
establishing a problem wildlife
management strategy and devising
guidelines for the proper and safe
use of pesticides. Mr. Gurba retired
from public service in 1983, but has
gone on to work as a volunteer
consultant in agrology with the
Canadian Executive Service
Organization in places such as south
and central America.

1992

Donald Charles
Matthews

Primez Creek

Don Matthews had a significant
influence in the development of
breeding stock within the Canadian
Cattle industry. He was chairman of
the Alberta Cattle Commission as
well as president of the AberdeenAngus Association. On the national
stage, he promoted grading, health
and trade issues affecting the cattle
industry. Mr. Matthews farmed with
his wife and son at Pirmez Creek,
west of Calgary, owning one of the
largest Aberdeen-Angus herds in
Canada known both nationally and
internationally for its breeding stock.
In 1984, Mr. Matthews was inducted
in the Canadian Agricultural Hall of
Fame.
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1991

Allan (Hoss)
Hammer

Red Deer

Allan "Hoss" Hammer has been
broadcasting farm news in Alberta
since 1956. Known as the "Voice of
Agriculture" in central Alberta, he is
highly regarded by people across the
province for his tireless efforts in
promoting the agriculture industry.
From Red Deer, Mr. Hammer
broadcasts three agricultural reports
daily, and is noted for providing
timely information to farmers, and for
making agriculture interesting and
understandable to urban listeners. In
addition, Mr. Hammer travels the
province throughout the year,
announcing livestock shows and
exhibitions on a volunteer basis.

1991

Leonard Haney

Picture Butte

A highly accomplished pedigreed
seed grower and cattleman, Leonard
Haney has been widely recognized
by his fellow Albertans for his
outstanding achievements in
agriculture, for his work in the field of
education, and for his efforts in
community service. Mr. Haney heads
a family farming operation that
includes one of the largest pedigreed
seed production businesses in
Western Canada, and is highly
regarded throughout the pedigreed
seed industry for his expertise. He is
a past president of the Canadian
Seed Growers' Association and past
president of the SeCan Association.
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Gloria Paquette

Pickardville
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Well-known in the rural community
for her common sense approach to
resolving issues in agriculture, Gloria
Paquette had contributed greatly to
her industry, her community and her
province through her participation in
a wide variety of associations. While
playing a major part in the operation
of the family farm for more than 40
years, Mrs. Paquette had been very
active in farm and community
organizations, including the United
Farm Women of Alberta, the
Highridge Agricultural Society and
the Barrhead County Agricultural
Advisory Board. In addition, Mrs.
Paquette served for 15 years on the
Board of Directors of the Alberta
Agricultural Development
Corporation, and assisted in
developing several successful and
innovative programs for the
Corporation.

53

1990

Edward Jim
Shimbashi

54
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Barnwell

One of the causes the late Edward
Shimbashi will be most remembered
for was his dedication to the
mechanization of the potato industry
in southern Alberta. During the
Depression, Mr. Shimbashi and his
father grew about 25 acres of
potatoes in the Raymond area and
marketed them locally and
throughout Western Canada. Mr.
Shimbashi introduced the first potato
harvester and piler, mechanical beet
harvester and large scale product
transportation, revolutionizing the
vegetable and potato industry in
southern Alberta. He also purchased
one of the first sprinkler irrigation
systems in the area in the early
1950's. By the mid-1970's the same
operation developed 7,000 acres of
land into a pivot irrigation system.
With water from the Oldman River,
this project turned out to be one of
the largest successful private
irrigation systems in Canada.
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Irene Leda Jensen

Calgary
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Her leadership abilities, organization
skills and sense of motivation made
the late Irene Leda Jensen a driving
force in the Women of Unifarm
during a span of more than 15 years.
She constantly promoted the
interests of rural women, the farm
family and the Women of Unifarm
through articles for local newspapers
and radio stations. Her devotion to
this cause helped result in a major
change in farm taxation laws,
allowing farmers to pay their spouses
a wage and deduct it as an expense
from their farm earnings. She was
responsible for leading a Women of
Unifarm delegation to Nairobi and
Hamburg to exchange ideas and
information with rural women from
around the world. In 1989, the Rural
Education and Development
Association awarded her a lifetime
membership to the Goldeye
Foundation. Mrs. Jensen earned the
respect of many Albertans for her
dedication to helping rural women
and their families to improve their
quality of life.
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1990

William (Bill) Lobay
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Edmonton

His inspiration, dedication and team
approach to enhancing agriculture
across the province are among the
valuable contributions William (Bill)
Lobay had made to agriculture in
Alberta. His 30-year career with
Alberta Agriculture heads a long list
of career accomplishments. His drive
and initiative led to many
improvements throughout the
department, with a constant focus on
helping farmers and the agriculture
industry through the province. As
supervisor of Agricultural Service
Boards for the Department of
Agriculture, he was instrumental in
the passage of the Agricultural
Service Board Act of 1945. His
untiring efforts led to the
establishment of the Province's
successful Norway Rat Control
Program. Mr. Lobay used modern
technology in the development of
new, innovative programs for
effective weed control in the
province. He helped to convince
farmers, municipalities and the
Provincial Government that weed
control was everyone's responsibility.
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Dr. Roy T. Berg

Edmonton
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Dr. Roy T. Berg was a pioneer in
animal genetics with a well deserved
international reputation as an
eminent meat production scientist.
As one of the early researchers to
recognize the importance of hybrid
vigor through cross breeding
programs, his untiring zeal for
improving the beef animal is seen in
a legacy of "rainbow" herds found
across the province. His ability to
interpret and present his results as
practical alternatives to farmers has
been key to Alberta beef producers
making their product the best in the
world. His knowledge was also
tapped in revamping both the
national beef and pork grading
systems. He had a long and
distinguished career with the
University of Alberta as a researcher
and served as Dean of Agriculture
and Forestry from 1982 to 1987.
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1989

Helmut P. Entrup

St. Albert

Helmut Entrup, the first Farmers'
Advocate of Alberta, earned the
reputation as a fair-minded
spokesman for Alberta farmers.
During the 15 years he held this
position he helped thousands of
farmers, gaining the respect of not
only the farming community, but
government and industry as well. His
work, especially in the field of surface
rights, has had a lasting impact on
agriculture and its relationship with
the resource industry. Mr. Entrup's
leadership resulted in higher revenue
from well sites, pipelines and power
lines on agricultural land, better
contracts and increased awareness
of farmers' rights. His untiring efforts
also resulted in the rural gas program
under which over 79,000 rural
families are now served with natural
gas.

1989

Henry Kroeger

Hanna

Henry Kroeger's experience as a
farmer in Alberta's dryland made him
a champion of the province's water
resources. His devotion to that cause
resulted in the formation of the
Alberta Water Resources
Commission with his serving as its
chairman from 1983 until his death in
1987. In recognition of his
contributions to water management,
a regional water commission in the
Chinook constituency he served was
named in his honor in March of 1988.
The commission will supply water
services to the towns of Hanna and
Oyen, the villages of Youngstown
and Cereal, and Special Areas 2, 3,
and 4. Mr. Kroeger served as an MLA
from 1975 through 1987.
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1989

W.H.T. (Bill) Mead

Blairmore

Throughout his 35-year public
service career, Bill Mead was
dedicated to the interests of Alberta
livestock producers. He made his
most significant contributions to
livestock production while working as
livestock commissioner in Edmonton
and as the first director of the animal
industry division. During this time he
helped establish the Record of
Performance program for beef cattle
on a national scale, was instrumental
in the founding of the University of
Alberta Research Ranch at Kinsella,
supported modernization of the
provincial poultry plant at Oliver, and
made improvements to branch
recording and inspection systems
recognized as the most practical and
effective in North America. His work
as a professional agrologist earned
him the distinguished agrologist
award in 1978.

1989

Richard J. Page

Didsbury

Richard (Dick) J. Page was known as
the farmer of Alberta's pork
marketing system. His foresight,
diligence and dedication to
developing a marketing system has
paid dividends to both hog producers
and pork consumers. He was also
one of the driving forces behind the
formation of Unifarm, serving as vice
president and remained as an active
member. His leadership had also
been evident in his community
especially his pivotal role in bringing
electricity, telephone and rural gas
services to the Didsbury area. This
led to his long term association with
both his local Rural Electrification
Association and the provincial body.
Mr. Page also sat on the Alberta
Agricultural Products Marketing
Council and was involved in the
formation of a provincial weather
modifications co-op.
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1989

John Alexander
Wallace

Beaverlodge

Through his lifelong dedication to
finding, testing and breeding better
plants for northern latitudes, John
Wallace significantly improved the
lives of northern Albertans. A tireless
promoter of better varieties and
better horticultural techniques, John
Wallace introduced hundreds of plant
varieties to northern Alberta. He
discovered the Saskatoon varieties,
Pembina and Smoky, the latter of
which occupies about 95 per cent of
the commercial acreage of
saskatoons in Canada. He selected,
developed and named the Protem
strawberry, the only recommended
hardy variety for the northern half of
Alberta. He was also responsible for
breeding and developing the tomato
variety, Early Yellow, which was the
breakthrough leading to the world
famous Beaverlodge sub-arctic
tomatoes.

1988

John (Jack) Brewin

Purple Springs

Jack Brewin had contributed much to
the growth and development of
irrigation farming in Alberta. Since
1968 he was annually re-elected as
both director and chairman of the
board for the St. Mary River Irrigation
District (SMRID) until retiring in 1986.
He had worked successfully with
government departments, consulting
firms, contractors and farmers in
promoting the development of new
trends in irrigation rehabilitation.
During his tenure as chairman, the
SMRID grew to 320,000 acres,
making it the largest irrigation district
in Canada. Mr. Brewin served on the
irrigation council and the Oldman
River Basin Management
Committee. He was also director and
chairman of the Alberta Irrigation
Projects Association for many years.
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1988

Hugh Horner

Barrhead

Hugh Horner was a key force behind
the growth and development of
Alberta's agriculture industry. Under
his direction as minister from 1971 to
1975, the Alberta department of
agriculture was revitalized with many
new programs to support the
agriculture industry. After serving as
Minister of Transportation and
Minister of Economic Development,
Dr. Horner became federal Grain
Transportation Coordinator. It was
his inspiration that initiated the
establishment of the Prince Rupert
grain terminal and the organization of
the necessary consortium for its
construction in 1980. In 1983, he
became chairman of Alberta
Terminals Ltd. and Alberta director of
Prince Rupert Grain.

1988

Allan Macpherson

Delia

Allan Macpherson has been a
steadfast promoter of the welfare of
Alberta farmers. In particular, he has
been known for his strong support of
principles and policies which
benefitted farmers during his 32-year
tenure with the Alberta Wheat Pool.
As president of the Pool, he was
instrumental in identifying and
developing high quality grain
handling facilities used to move
Alberta grain, and in upgrading the
Alberta Wheat Pool Terminal at
Vancouver. He was responsible for
coordinating a group which helped
establish the Prince Rupert Grain
Terminal and was a major force
behind the establishment of the
Grain Academy in 1981. In 1978, Mr.
Macpherson attended the
International Wheat Agreement
meeting as an advisor to the
Canadian government.
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1988

John G. Glazier

Coronation

The late John Glazier, known for his
unique blend of community spirit,
dedication and perseverance, did
much to better the quality of rural life
in Alberta. For over 45 years, some
20 community and farm
organizations benefitted from his
support and leadership. He was a
major force behind the organization
of the Coronation Rural Electrification
Association and the Coronation 4-H
Beef Club. He worked with the
Coronation Chamber of Commerce
from 1944 to 1980 and served as
councillor with the County of
Paintearth for four terms. It was
through Mr. Glazier's efforts that
several service businesses in
Coronation were established
including a veterinary clinic, a seed
cleaning plant and a shopping mall.

1987

Martin Kaufmann

Lacombe

Martin Kaufmann had earned the
respect of the agricultural community
through his achievements in plant
breeding over the past 28 years.
From 1972 to 1984 he provided
scientific and administrative
leadership to the cereal breeding,
pathology and forage section of the
Lacombe Research Station. He was
instrumental in developing new
varieties of wheat, oats and barley
suited to Alberta and eastern
Saskatchewan. He served as
chairman of the stock seed
distribution committee of the Alberta
Seed Growers Association for 13
years and was an honorary life
member of the Canadian Seed
Growers Association. In 1986, Dr.
Kaufmann was the recipient of the
distinguished agrologist award given
annually by the Alberta Institute of
Agrologists.
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Jacqueline Jevne

Millet

Jacqueline Jevne contributed much
to adult education in Alberta. The late
Mrs. Jevne was dedicated to
developing the potential of rural
people and addressing the needs of
farm women. Initially a teacher in the
Wetaskiwin school system for 10
years, she launched a career in 1972
as a consultant for program design
and project management. One of her
first projects was the design of preretirement planning programs. She
resourced about 75 workshops
across the province, many of which
were directed at farmers. She
developed "Operation Land Use", a
program which gave rural Albertans
the opportunity to express their views
on land use, and she managed
"Agrileader", a rural leadership
development program. She was
campaign coordinator for Goldeye
Center at Nordegg and later became
a board member of its foundation.

1987

Michael Kapicki

Andrew

Michael Kapicki was a leader in the
introduction of new farming practices
and community development. He
was one of the first producers in the
Andrew area to venture into canola
production and to produce Yorkshire
hogs for export sale, later
specializing in raising purebred
Hereford polled cattle. In 1942 he
established the Willingdon
Agricultural Society. He was
instrumental in establishing 4-H
dairy, beef and field crops clubs. As
chairman of the Lamont agricultural
service board from 1974 to 1986, he
initiated several soil conservation
programs and a farm beautification
program. His leadership abilities
were utilized at the local, provincial
and national levels.
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1987

Beatrice Parlby

Alix

Beatrice Parlby devoted over 60
years of service to community and
farm organizations in Alberta. In her
early years she taught school at Milo,
Taber and Lacombe, where she was
remembered for her instruction in
drama. She was also a 4-H public
speaking competition judge, a
C.G.I.T. leader and a Girl Guide
captain. As president of the United
Farm Women of Alberta at Alix, she
was instrumental in the restoration of
the UFA hall library. A life member of
Women of Unifarm, she had been on
the organization's scholarship
committee for the County of
Lacombe since its inception over 20
years ago. She also maintained a
campsite on her farm at Alix for Boy
Scouts and Girl Guides.

1986

Clarence E.
Anderson

Barrhead

Clarence Anderson was a leader: a
leader in introducing new farming
techniques; a leader in his
community; and a leader in
numerous farm organizations. He
demonstrated improved farm
practices in the management of Gray
Wooded soils and promoted use of
good seed through his long
involvement with the Barrhead Seed
Cleaning Co-op. The list of
organizations in which he was active
was long and his contributions were
significant. Alberta Federation of
Agriculture, Unifarm, university
advisory committees, Alberta Farm
Products Marketing Council, Farming
for the Future and the Canada
Grains Council were only a few of the
farm organizations which benefitted
from Mr. Anderson's involvement.
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1986

Ethel Marliss

Edmonton

To many Albertans, Ethel Marliss is
"Mrs. Consumer". She has devoted
countless hours to research and
disseminating information of value
and interest to consumers. Mrs.
Marliss is a charter member and an
honorary life members of the
Consumers' Association of Canada
and is a recipient of that association's
award of merit. She holds an Alberta
Achievement Award for Outstanding
Service. Her voice is familiar to many
through her CBC Consumer
Commentator radio program. Mrs.
Marliss has always been a staunch
supporter of Alberta food products.
One of her outstanding
achievements has been her ability to
win the respect of both the
consuming public and the agricultural
community.

1986

J.M. (Mickey)
McKay

Calgary

A steadfast promoter of the welfare
of farmers, J.M. (Mickey) McKay
played a key role in the development
and administration of hail and crop
insurance programs in Alberta.
Acting first as the chairman of the
board of directors of the Alberta Crop
Insurance Corporation, and later as
chairman and president of the
Alberta Hail and Crop Insurance
Corporation, he made a major
contribution to the stabilization of the
farming industry. He also contributed
through his work in municipal
administration, having served the
Alberta Association of Municipal
Districts and Counties in various
capacities including president.
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1985

Dr. Fred Bentley

Edmonton

Fred Bentley had improved
agriculture through teaching,
research and international
development assistance. As a
professor at the University of Alberta
he developed courses in soil
classification, fertility and chemistry,
as well as public speaking. He was
one of the first to use radioisotopes
to study relationships between soil
and plants. He determined the effect
of fertilizer use, cropping patterns
and soil management techniques on
the yield and composition of grains
and forages. He had a significant
impact on the direction of Canada's
aid to developing countries and in
1979 received the Alberta
Achievement Award for his work. He
served as president of the
Agricultural Institute of Canada and
in 1982 he was the Klinck lecturer for
the Institute.

1985

Harry Strom

Edmonton

As Minister of Agriculture and
Premier of Alberta, Harry Strom
made significant advances in
Alberta's agricultural industry. He had
a 54-year-history of activity in
Alberta's farm community. During his
six years as Minister of Agriculture,
Mr. Strom was responsible for
passing the Soil Conservation Act,
the Crop Insurance Act and
establishing the Alberta Agricultural
Research Trust. He was responsible
for reorganizing the Department of
Agriculture which resulted in its more
efficient operation. He was a key
figure in several water conservation
and land management organizations
when irrigation was becoming an
important issue in Alberta. It was
largely due to Mr. Strom's efforts that
the federal-provincial irrigation
agreement was signed in 1973.
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1985

Walter H. Van De
Walle

Legal

1984

Vera G.
MacDonald

Edmonton
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A well-known figure in Alberta's
agricultural industry, Walter Van De
Walle is successful in farming and
agribusiness. He initiated a program
urging farmers to use more selective
weed control chemicals. In the 1960s
he established the Legal Surface
Rights Association, a forerunner of
groups lobbying for improved surface
rights legislation in Alberta. One of
the first to recognize the merit of
canola production, he promoted
canola products in Canada and
abroad and organized regular canola
industry meetings. He was a key
figure in the formation of a successful
alfalfa dehydrating plant in the Legal
area. As a member of the Alberta
Agriculture Research Council he has
worked towards the transfer of
technology to Alberta farms.
Vera MacDonald was responsible for
establishing Alberta's home
economic extension service, one of
the most extensive home economic
services in Canada. Mrs. MacDonald
began her employment with the
Alberta Department of Agriculture in
1940 with a mandate to set up the
home economics branch. By 1979,
when she retired, there were over 60
district home economists in the
branch supported by nine provincial
specialists. During her years as
branch head, the home economics
extension laboratory was
established. She initiated a nutrition
at school program; she hired the first
home design specialist; she worked
closely with girls' clubs which evolved
into 4-H homemaking clubs.
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1984

Robert Simonet

Edmonton

1984

Arthur M. Wilson

Edmonton
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Robert Simonet was recognized as
one of the world's leading plant
breeders. His interest in genetics and
plant breeding led to seed production
and sales on an international scale.
He was the first person in North
America to develop 100 per cent
double petunias. Prior to this
discovery, the technique for
producing 100 per cent doubles was
a professional secret of Japanese
plant breeders. Millions of gardeners
and many commercial seed
companies have benefitted from his
work on petunias. He also developed
new types of other flowers including
gladioli and hollyhocks, new fruits,
vegetables and numerous trees and
shrubs.

Arthur Wilson, during his years with
the Alberta Department of
Agriculture, initiated programs which
remain the envy of other provinces.
He was responsible for the
development of agricultural service
boards. Alberta's rat-free status can
be attributed to the rat control
program he initiated. He established
disease, pest and botany
laboratories to assist farmers in
identifying and controlling disease
and insect pests. He also set up a
soil conservation program with a soil
and feed testing service. The Alberta
Horticultural Research Center in
Brooks and the Alberta Tree Nursery
and Horticulture Center in Oliver owe
their existence to Mr. Wilson.
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1984

Ralph G.
Steinhauer

Brosseau

1984

Jean Langelier

Falher
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Ralph G. Steinhauer had been a
leader and innovator throughout his
60 years of farming. A successful
farmer himself, he had been
instrumental in helping agriculture
develop on Indian reserves and
Metis colonies in the province. One
of his greatest contributions was the
development of the Saddle Lake
Agricultural Development Project
which eventually brought 12,725
acres of land into production. His
own grain and cow-calf operation
had been an example of superior
farming techniques. Many honours
had been bestowed on Mr.
Steinhauer, but he was probably best
known as having been Alberta's
Lieutenant Governor from 1974 to
1979.
Jean Langelier is a man of diverse
talents who has improved farming
and community life in the Peace
River country. One of the largest hog
producers in the Falher district, he
operated under the Certified Healthy
Herd Program and through sales of
breeding stock improved the quality
of hogs produced in the area. As a
forage seed grower, he brought
specialized seed cleaning equipment
to the district. In 1978 he introduced
anhydrous ammonia to northern
Alberta. Through committee work
and as a member of the Board of
Directors of the Alberta Hail and
Crop Insurance Corporation, he has
worked towards establishing
insurance programs for farmers.
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1983

Isobel Rose
Townsend

Didsbury

1983

Dr. Edwin E.
Ballantyne

Edmonton
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Out of compassion for the hardworking farm women, Mrs.
Townsend conceived the idea of a
farm women's rest week. After
approaching leaders of farm
organizations and writing a letter to
the Minister of the Department of
Agriculture, Mrs. Townsend saw her
dream of a rest week become a
reality in July 1930. Every summer
since, Alberta Women's Week has
given women across the province an
opportunity to learn, meet new
people and relax. Throughout her
life, Mrs. Townsend put emphasis on
the value of people, and dedicated
her time and energy to helping them.

Dr. Edwin Ballantyne's contribution to
agriculture and veterinary medicine is
outstanding. He introduced several
cooperative animal health programs
during the years he was Director of
Veterinary Services for the Alberta
Department of Agriculture. As a
result of two of those programs, two
diseases, Brucellosis and Rabies,
were brought under control. As
Deputy Minister of Alberta Agriculture
(1965-71), he made several changes
within the department so that
producers in the province could be
better served. From 1971-75 he was
Deputy Minister for Alberta
Environment, the first Department of
Environment in Canada.
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John Stothart

Lacombe

1982

Andrew Arthur
Briosi

Lethbridge
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Jack Stothart played a major role in
the development of the only breed of
farm livestock to originate in Canada,
the Lacombe breed of hog. He also
pioneered techniques in animal
breeding research which are widely
used today. As the Director of
Agriculture Canada's Lacombe
Research Station for 22 years, he
improved the quantity and quality of
research until Lacombe became
internationally recognized as an
agricultural research center. Mr.
Stothart encouraged research that
was of direct benefit to the
agriculture industry and believed
firmly in promoting the practical
application of research results.
The inventive genius of Andrew
Briosi earned him the respect and
thanks of his community, as well as
provincial and national recognition.
Mr. Briosi spent most of his lifetime in
the farm community, first as a sheep
rancher and later as an irrigation
farmer. Among his many well-known
practical farm inventions were the
front-end loader and the sugar beet
harvester. For his outstanding work
on farm and sugar beet machinery,
Andrew Briosi was named a member
of the Order of Canada in 1975 and
was listed in Who's Who in Alberta in
recognition of his dedication to
agriculture in Alberta. Throughout his
lifetime he was active in both
agricultural organizations and
community groups.
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1982

Louise Vegel
Johnston
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Calgary

Louise Johnston carved a place of
honor and respect in the hearts of
rural Albertans for her continuous
and persistent effort to improve the
quality of education in Alberta. As a
school teacher, a CGIT leader and
Sunday School Superintendent she
was the instigator of a better deal for
rural children. She also worked with
Indian youths through camps at the
Goldeye Center. Louise Johnston's
activities in numerous farm
organizations resulted in better
social, educational and health
conditions. Her dedication to people
led her to run as a candidate in the
1940 provincial election, She held
various positions in the United Farm
Women's Union of Alberta, including
President from 1963-67 and was also
an active member of the Board of
Directors of the Canadian and
Alberta Federations of Agriculture. In
the field of education she served on
the Alberta General Curriculum
Committee, was President of the
Alberta Education Council and was
an elected Member of the University
of Calgary Senate from 1966-70.
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Alexander John
Charnetski

Edmonton

Alexander Charnetski became
legendary as an expert on swine and
sheep through his development of
educational programs, health
regulations, policies and lectures
given throughout the province. He
was one of the early district
agriculturists in the province and
maintained this close contact with the
farming when he worked with the
Department of Agriculture in a
number of other areas. His principle
interest was the development of
livestock improvement policies.
Following World War II he assumed
responsibility for swine and sheep
extension and promotion for the
province which he maintained for 21
years until his retirement in 1966.
Upon retirement, Mr. Charnetski
continued his agricultural activities
and memberships. Among his many
memberships were the Agriculture
Institute of Canada, Alberta Institute
of Agrologists and many Ukrainian
church and community organizations.

1980

Hon. Martha
Palamarek Bielish

Warspite

Martha Palamarek Bielish, a
dedicated humanitarian, had
continuously worked to improve the
quality of life, especially for those in
rural areas. Active on a variety of
committees and councils, she had
made a special contribution to
Women's Institutes. She served four
years as provincial president, three
years as national president, and had
represented the organization at
several international gatherings. In
1975, she was presented with the
Woman of the Year award by the
Alberta Women's Institute. Two years
later she received the Queen's
Jubilee Medal. As recognition for her
work at the community, provincial
and national level, she was
appointed to the Canadian Senate in
1979.
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1980

George Godel

74
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Athabasca

George Godel is remembered with
respect and fondness by the many
farm families he counselled during
his 25 years as a district agriculturist
in Athabasca. A dedicated and
competent agrologist, he did much to
improve farms and farm homes
through the Farm and Home
program, the motto for which was
"better farming for better living".
Though Mr. Godel served
unstintingly in his professional
capacity, he still found time to be
involved with his community. When
he retired after working for almost
three decades with Alberta
Agriculture, Mr. Godel spent three
years in Zambia, working first with
CESO (Canadian Executive Services
Overseas) and later for CIDA
(Canadian International Development
Agency). In 1977 he was awarded
the Queen's Jubilee Medal.
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Dobson Lea

Jarvie

Throughout Dobson Lea's lifetime of
farming in the Jarvie area, he had
taken leadership roles at the local,
provincial, national and international
levels. He had been President of
Unifarm from 1970-77, President of
the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture, and an Executive
Member of the International
Federation of Agricultural Producers.
He also had been a Director of the
Alberta Pork Marketing Board, a
member of the Advisory Committee
of the Canadian Wheat Board and
the Chairman of the Agricultural
Stabilization Advisory Committee.
Mr. Lea strongly supported
agricultural policies that strengthen
the economic position of the family
farm, and a firmly believed that
farmland must be preserved so
future generations can continue to
enjoy the fruits of our land.

1979

N. Fredrick Bell

Calgary

Fred Bell always believed in the
potential of young people and
therefore willingly dedicated long
hours to the 4-H movement during
the 15 years he served as a district
agriculturist. Possessing strong
leadership abilities, Mr. Bell was able
to see the best in people and draw
out their find qualities. It was these
same leadership abilities which
brought Mr. Bell into community and
church activities wherever he lived.
Councillor and mayor in Scott,
Saskatchewan; instrumental in
founding the Drumheller and District
Agricultural Society; an associate
director of the Calgary Exhibition and
Stampede -- these were only a few of
Fred Bell's achievements.
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1979

Thomas M. Reed
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Sherwood Park

Tom Reed, farmer, family man and
community leader, was active in farm
organizations at the local, provincial
and national level. Highly respected
as a sheep breeder, he became a
general spokesman for the sheep
industry. During the almost 30 years
he was a dairyman, his management
practices were noted and copied by
many. He was a county councillor for
nine years in the County of
Strathcona and in 1975 he was
elected as reeve. His contributions to
his local community were recognized
when he was named Citizen of the
Year for the Colchester Community
in 1978.
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Hazel Eva
Braithwaite

Sylvan Lake
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To many Albertans Hazel Braithwaite
was considered to be one of the
most influential women in the history
of Alberta's agriculture. For more
than 40 years she spearheaded
women's farm movements in the
province. Her life had reflected her
attitudes, her works mirrored her
concerns. Simply put, she was a
doer. First and foremost, Mrs.
Braithwaite was a mother and farm
wife, and to her that was a full-time
occupation. Yet, she found time to
immerse herself in the United Farm
Women of Alberta (FWUA) and held
every possible position including a
five-year term as president. Through
the FWUA she initiated the first
Indian/Non-Indian Student Camp in
Canada. In agricultural areas Mrs.
Braithwaite had served on the
Boards of Directors of the National
Farmers' Union and the Alberta
Federation of Agriculture and was
prairie farm woman representative to
the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture. She had served on
bodies concerned with the elderly,
education, children with disabilities,
consumers and civil defence; had sat
on the University of Alberta Board of
Governors, and was elected to the U
of A Senate. Mrs. Braithwaite led an
active life, showing no sign of
slowing down as she promoted
causes over the total spectrum of life
in Alberta.
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Lamont

Advisor to governments, business
executive, responsible citizen, family
man, Gordon Harrold represented
some of the best qualities to be
found in one person associated with
the Alberta agriculture scene. As an
executive of the Alberta Wheat Pool
from 1943 to 1977, Mr. Harrold
advanced the cause of Alberta
agriculture for more than three
decades. His leadership led the
Alberta Wheat Pool in new
directions, from being a simple
marketing agent to a diversified
enterprise. At the same time he
advanced all Canadian agriculture by
sharing his talents with numerous
committees and commissions, from
advising on international wheat
agreements to leading an important
rapeseed tour to Japan in the mid60's to representing all producer
interests to such bodies as the
Canada Grains Council and the
Canadian Wheat Board. Champion
of several humanitarian causes, a
man with strong religious convictions,
Mr. Harrold also had a genuine
regard for young people. He chose to
present a personal message to
participants in the Farm Young
Couples Week at Banff in December
1977. He died while performing that
task.
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Lawrence Helmer

Hanna
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Lawrence Helmer's accomplishments
were so many, so diverse, that a
single compliment would hardly do
him justice. Certainly he spent the
better part of his life helping others
before himself. Though never really a
farmer, Mr. Helmer was an
outstanding agriculturalist. And not
least, he was a successful innovator.
Mr. Helmer had an eventful career.
Surveyor, land office clerk,
homesteader and agri-business
entrepreneur, his varied occupations
gave him insight into the many
problems that beset central and
southern Alberta from the early
'teens to the late 50's. A strong
supporter of agriculture societies, Mr.
Helmer always displayed keen
interest in furthering the potential of
irrigation schemes. An acknowledged
leader, Mr. Helmer always did what
he felt must be done -- from
administering welfare systems to
supplying grain cars to providing
water to the Town of Hanna -- he
always found a way. An able
administrator, unique problem solver,
dashing red-tape cutter, Mr. Helmer's
achievements over 50 years account
in no small way for the current
prosperity now seen in the east
central district of the province of
Alberta.
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Lou Hendrigan
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Winfield

Lou Hendrigan represents one of the
rarest type of success stories in the
history of Alberta's agriculture -working with, not against, natural
obstacles to turn those obstacles into
an asset. And in doing so, his
accomplishment, by presenting a
solid example to thousands of fellow
Albertans, must be recognized as
one of the best ways to promote wise
farming. In Mr. Hendrigan's case the
obstacles he faced were Alberta's
grey wooded soils. The developed
asset he obtained was the eventual
good production he gained from
those soils. An innovator, a man with
'feel for the land', Mr. Hendrigan
broke rules, defied rumor and then
returned to the Winfield district the
successful knowledge he gained
from long trials and experience. He
was one of the first to use inorganic
fertilizer, back in the 30's. At the
same time he imported forage seed
from all over the world to find the
best mixture to complement his
particular soils. Mr. Hendrigan has
never hidden his working secret -- to
work in time with nature. He's lived
up to his motto -- never to mine the
soil without replacing what he has
taken. And he has achieved the
greatest possible result -- a farm
which is the epitome of good
management.
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Dr. Gordon Burton

Claresholm

Dr. Gordon Burton was a man of
many accomplishments. A
successful full-time cattleman, he
was also a recognized authority in
agricultural production and marketing
economics. His vast experience and
training made him a valued member
of many committees including the
federal Food Prices Review Board,
the Alberta Cattle Commission, the
Ernest C. Manning Review Board
and Expenditure Committee and the
Alberta Universities Commission. He
was a director of the Western Stock
Growers' Association for 20 years
and a respected author of many
agricultural economic publications
and articles.

1977

Wilfrid J Edgar

Innisfail

In many circles Wilfred Edgar was
called 'Mr. Hereford'. In 1932 he
obtained his first registered animal.
By 1977 his operation included over
300 registered Herefords which he
exported all over the world. A
distinguished international show
judge, Mr. Edgar was a founder of
the first world Hereford conference in
1951. He was president of both the
Alberta and Canadian Hereford
associations and is entered in the
Hall of Fame of both associations. A
strong family man, Mr. Edgar
assumed executive positions in
numerous community clubs and
served the Poplar Grove municipality
for 10 years as a councillor and
reeve.
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1977

Norma Jean Gray

Brooks

Norma Jean Gray was considered
the ideal extension worker by her
peers, colleagues and the people
she served. As a highly skilled district
home economist she constantly
achieved high professional
standards. Recognized as a strong
youth advocate, Mrs. Gray was
deeply involved with the 4-H
movement throughout her career,
training many young people en route
to national competitions. She served
Brooks' citizens in many capacities
from being a town councillor to
coordinating special events
promoting Brooks' business and
agricultural communities. In 1973
Norma Jean Gray was named
Brooks' 'Citizen of the Year'.

1977

George Hunter

Saddle Lake

George Hunter's agricultural
achievements became models for
many native farmers in the reserves
of northeastern Alberta. An active
member of the Saddle Lake Indian
Reserve, Mr. Hunter sat on the Band
Council for 15 years serving three as
Chief (1942-45). He was instrumental
in developing local agricultural
programs such as community
pastures, commercial haying
operations and the large Saddle
Lake development centennial
operation. Mr. Hunter retired from
farming in 1973, but he continued to
reside on the original homestead
which he expanded from 20 to 1,000
acres of cultivated cropland during
his active career.
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1977

Milton H. Ward

Arrowwood

Milton Ward was a true Alberta
pioneer, an energetic initiator in the
cooperative movement. He
organized a cooperative oil pool at
Arrowwood which eventually
developed into the United Farmers of
Alberta Cooperative Association. He
was instrumental in gaining public
support for the creation of the Alberta
Wheat Pool in the 1920's, and was
an original contract signer and
delegate with the Pool. An active
member of many agriculture
associations, Mr. Ward also served
as a Councillor and Reeve in the
Municipal District of Marquis for 26
years, where he helped to organize
the first consolidated school in
Alberta.

1976

William S. Benson

Lethbridge

Bill Benson was well known to the
sheepmen throughout Western
Canada. As the Western Manager of
Canadian Co-operative Wool
Growers Ltd., and SecretaryManager of Southern Alberta Sheep
Breeders Ltd., until his retirement in
April 1976, Mr. Benson served the
sheep industry with distinction. His
contribution to more equitable
marketing, and in genetic selection
and breeding programs had been
invaluable to the industry. Mr.
Benson had judged sheep shows
and fairs for many years, and had
been involved in community
organizations, and the Alberta
Institute of Agrologists. He had
served as President of the
Agriculture Institute of Canada.
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1976

John E. Birdsall

Olds

Everett Birdsall was principal of Olds
College during some of its most
important years, as it made the
transition from a small agriculture
school to an important college. Mr.
Birdsall was a member of the
Agricultural Institute of Canada and
had served as president of the
Alberta Institute of Agrologists. He
served on the Senate of the
University of Calgary and was active
in the alumni associations of Olds
and the University of Alberta. His
book, 'The Sixth Decade at the
Alberta Agricultural Colleges', is an
important addition to the recorded
history of agriculture in Alberta.

1976

Charles H.
McKinnon

Calgary

Charles McKinnon earned the
respect of livestock producers
throughout the Canadian and
American West. As a third generation
Alberta rancher, he was always a
leader in innovative and sound stock
and range management practices. In
addition to transforming the family
ranch near Dalemead, Alberta, to an
operation which covered more than
100,000 acres in British Columbia
and Alberta, Mr. McKinnon made
important contributions to the
industry. He was a member of the
Society of Range Management, the
Western Stock Growers' Association
and other groups. He also found time
for involvement in civic organizations
in Calgary. His experience and
leadership earned him a name as
Alberta's senior cattleman.
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1976

Charles H.
McKinnon

Spruce Grove

Harold McLaughlin devoted most of
his working life to the development of
the seed growing industry. Mr.
McLaughlin farmed near Spruce
Grove and became well known for
excellent pedigree seed production
and progressive farming practice. As
a member of the National and
Provincial Executives of the
Canadian Seed Growers
Association, he took a leading role in
the industry. For his contributions,
he was given the Robertson
Associate Award in 1974. Mr.
McLaughlin was also active in local
and community affairs in Spruce
Grove and Stony Plain, and was a
MLA from 1955 to 1959.

1976

Elizabeth H
Pederson

Calgary

Elizabeth Pedersen earned a
reputation as an effective and
accomplished organizer in farm,
community and national
organizations. A teacher by training,
Mrs. Pedersen farmed with her
husband near Standard, Alberta,
where her commitments soon
extended beyond local church and
community groups. She was an
executive member of the National
Unifarm Organization and president
of Women of Unifarm. She was
active on numerous provincial and
federal boards and commissions on
education, consumer affairs and the
status of women, and served on the
University of Calgary Senate. These
commitments highlighted an
impressive career of service to the
rural way of life.
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1975

Mabel Barker

Shepard

Mabel Barker's first contribution to
rural life was her voice, as she
travelled throughout Alberta by
buggy for musical engagements. She
served the United Farm Women of
Alberta and its descendant
organizations in several capacities
since 1926. Mrs. Barker was honored
by the Red Cross for 25 years of
service, including war time work as
district campaign head. Her interest
also laid in the rural family, and she
had been a member of the Child and
Family Welfare Association.

1975

George Church

Balzac

As a young farmer at Balzac, George
Church was famous for prize-winning
Percheron draft horses. In later life,
he was recognized further for tireless
devotion to strengthening the rural
community. He was president of the
United Farmers of Alberta for many
years and served several Alberta
organizations concerned with
agricultural and industrial
development. Mr. Church always
found time to work for the Calgary
Stampede and youth groups, for
cheerful service in his community.

1975

Frank Jacobs

Calgary

Frank Jacobs began his service to
the rural community as a country
school teacher and principal, and
progressed to teaching vocational
agriculture. Mr. Jacobs undertook his
best known work of editing the
Cattleman magazine in 1953, and
continued until 1974. Long regarded
as a farm leader and authority on
Alberta's livestock industry, he
became a familiar radio and
television voice, and he received
many awards during his journalistic
career. He was active as a writer and
agricultural consultant.
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1975

Clifford Stacey

Beaverlodge

Clifford Stacey labored to develop
every aspect of the Peace River
region agricultural community. As
technical officer and later
superintendent of the Beaverlodge
Experimental Farm, he advised
northern farmers on increasing
yields, erosion prevention and
introduction of forage crops. Mr.
Stacey also supported the Peace
River area's historical ,
environmental and cultural concerns,
and served several agrology
organizations. He was made
honorary member of the Canadian
Seed Growers Association in 1966.

1974

Carl Anderson

Brooks

Carl Anderson's community service
began in 1920 with the United
Farmers of Alberta and he continued
as a board member for ten years. He
successfully managed a shipping
association and two feeder
organizations in the Brooks area.
Mr. Anderson helped bring about
purchase of the Eastern Irrigation
District from the CPR in 1935 and
was board chairman for seven years.
He served the Alberta Federation of
Agriculture and the Alberta Livestock
Cooperative, and in 1960 was made
an honorary member of the
Agricultural Institute of Canada.
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1974

Dr. William H.
Fairfield

Lethbridge

When William Fairfield arrived in
Lethbridge in 1901 to manage a
model irrigation farm, he was the first
trained agriculturalist in the area. He
became superintendent of the new
Lethbridge Experimental Station in
1905, and served until 1945. He
sought solutions to problems of rapid
agricultural development, helping to
introduce trash cover, strip farming
and crop rotation. Dr. Fairfield was
active in several irrigation and
agricultural organizations, and in
1930 was given the honorary degree
of L.L.D. by the University of Alberta.

1974

Lalovee R. Jensen

Magrath

Lalovee Jensen of McGrath has
devoted much time and interest to
agriculture, particularly the
production and marketing of sheep
and sugar beets. He represented
these commodities in the Alberta
Federation of Agriculture for more
than 20 years and was a founding
member of Unifarm. Mr. Jensen is
well-known for his development of
the Polled Rambouillet Sheep over a
37-year period. He has served many
agricultural organizations, including
the Alberta Sugar Beet Growers, the
Canadian Cooperative Wool Growers
and the Canadian Sheep Marketing
Council.
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1974

Francis W.
Maddock

Entwistle

Frank Maddock of Entwistle began
his community service in 1915 as
president of the local agricultural
society. He was active as a municipal
councillor, was president of the local
telephone company, and director of
the Entwistle Magnolia Rural
Electrification Association. Mr.
Maddock was long active on various
school boards and was honored by
the Alberta School Trustees
Association in 1966. A dairy
producer, he was a founding member
of the Northern Alberta Dairy Pool
and for many years served other
dairy organizations.

1974

Winifred Ross

Millet

Mrs. Winifred Ross entered
community service with the United
Farm Women's Organization, which
she served for 24 years. Her main
concerns were raising the standards
of rural schooling, and promoting
rural adult education. Mrs. Ross
aided agricultural, family welfare and
health organizations, and for years
counseled the Board of Industrial
Relations on rural matters. She
served for six years on the University
of Alberta Board of Governors, and
was active in both the Alberta and
Canadian Federations of Agriculture.
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1973

Ellen Armstrong

Calgary

Mrs. Armstrong provided outstanding
service to rural Albertans in many
areas, and served with the Alberta
and Canadian Federations of
Agriculture. As a director of the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation,
she worked for improved radio and
television coverage of rural Alberta.
She served as director of the Alberta
Safety Council for eight years. She
petitioned for family courts in Alberta
and for better health and social
welfare benefits, including a school
of social work. In her home
community of Hussar, she organized
the first Farm Women's Union of
Alberta group and brought the first
public health nurse and first district
home economist into the area.

1973

Nelson Malm

Calgary

Mr. Malm farmed in the Vauxhall
area and had contributed to
agriculture through many farm
organizations. He served the Alberta
Wheat Pool, first as a delegate, then
as director, and finally as its first
vice-president from 1960 to 1972.
As president of the Alberta
Federation of Agriculture (19641970), he attended conferences of
the International Federation of
Agricultural Producers in England
and Japan. He spent several years
on the executive of the Canadian
Cooperative Wheat Producers and
Canadian Pool Agencies. In 1970,
he became an executive of the
Unifarm board.
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1973

F.H. Newcombe

Calgary

Mr. Newcombe played a vital role for
many years in Alberta Agriculture by
questioning traditional practices. He
encouraged farmers to obtain
business management training, and
contributed much to swine and
poultry improvement in northeastern
Alberta. Mr. Newcombe served with
the Alberta Department of Agriculture
as a district agriculturalist and finally
as director of extension. He worked
with the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization in Burma,
and with the Western Stock Growers'
Association and the Canadian
Cattlemen's Association, promoting
the feedlot industry in Alberta

1973

Dr. A.E. Palmer

Lethbridge

Dr. Palmer's contribution to irrigation
and soil erosion control in the Palliser
Triangle had been widely recognized.
He worked with the Lethbridge
Experimental Station from 1921 until
1953, becoming superintendent in
1945. His research, practical
demonstrations and numerous
authoritative publications advanced
the adoption of modern farm
practices and reduced soil drifting on
the prairies. Dr. Palmer was honored
by the Alberta Institute of Agrologists,
the Agricultural Institute of Canada
and Utah State University, as well as
the University of Lethbridge, which
awarded him an Honorary Doctor of
Law degree.
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1972

Frank S. Grisdale

Olds

A former member of the Legislative
Assembly, Mr. Grisdale was Minister
of Agriculture for the province in
1934. He was associated with the
provincial Schools of Agriculture as a
teacher and principal and was later
responsible for the experimental
work of the schools' farms. During
the war, he became the first deputy
foods director and was subsequently
appointed foods director with the
wartime prices and trade board.

1972

Roy C. Marler

Clover BarBremner

Mr. Marler began his farming career
in the Clover Bar-Bremner district in
1904. He actively supported
organizations connected with the
swine industry and the federation of
agriculture on a provincial and
national level and was an organizer
of the Northern Alberta Dairy Pool.
He was a long-time director of the
Edmonton Exhibition Association and
an advisor to the Canadian Wheat
Board. His advice to the federal
government on problems relating to
farm labor immigration was
invaluable.

1972

Dr. A.W. Platt

Calgary

Mr. Platt gained international
recognition in 1944 for his work in
developing "rescue" wheat. A
graduate from the University of
Alberta in plant breeding and
genetics, he also held an Honorary
Doctor of Laws degree. He served on
the Board of Governors of the
University of Alberta and on the
Senate of the University of Calgary,
and as the executive secretary of the
United Farmers of Alberta
Cooperative Limited.
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1972

Dr. P.M. Sauder

Lethbridge

In 1904, Mr. Sauder began a career
in irrigation which was to last until his
death in 1971. Through his untiring
efforts, thousands of acres of dry
prairie lands of southern Alberta now
prosper under irrigation. In 1906, he
instituted the first regular hydrometric
surveys in southern Alberta and
Saskatchewan. His dedication to his
work earned him recognition by the
Engineering Institute of Canada, the
Agricultural Institute of Canada and
the University of Alberta.

1972

Kathleen Ivy Taylor

Wainwright

Mrs. Taylor took an active part in a
multitude of organizations locally,
provincially and nationally. Twice a
delegate to world conferences of
associated country women of the
world, She was active in other
organizations such as Red Cross,
consumers associations and various
educational committees and
commissions. She served the
Wainwright area as a member of
Town Council and on hospital and
library boards.

1972

Henry Young

Millet

Since he began farming in Millet in
1918, Mr. Young worked for better
social and economic conditions for
the rural community. He was a
director and vice president of the
Alberta Farmers Union. He also
served as a director of the Alberta
Federation of Agriculture and as a
director of the Interprovincial Farm
Union Council. In addition, he has
been active in Unifarm and rural
electrification programs.
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1967

Hugh W. Allen

Grande Prairie

In 1911, Mr. Allen homesteaded west
of Grande Prairie. He entered the
Provincial Legislature in 1921 under
the banner of the United Farmers of
Alberta and subsequently became a
Cabinet Minister. He was
instrumental in organizing the Alberta
Livestock Cooperative and served as
its president. Mr. Allen served as an
executive officer of many regional,
provincial and national agricultural
organizations, including a
directorship with both the Alberta and
Canadian Federations of Agriculture.

1967

Charles P. Hayes
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Strome

Mr. Hayes came to Strome in 1912
and soon became a community
leader. He had been active in the
creation and operation of regional,
provincial and national livestock
organizations. He had provided
constant support for the cooperative
movement, as evidenced by his 17
year presidency of the Alberta
Livestock Cooperative.
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J.W. Hosford

Edmonton

An outstanding dairyman, Mr.
Hosford has been recognized
provincially and nationally for his
work in livestock breeding. Beginning
in 1919, he developed one of the
finest purebred Holstein herds in the
nation. From 1929 to 1960, he was
active on the show circuit, exhibiting
at the Pacific National Exposition in
Vancouver, the Edmonton Exhibition
and the Royal Winter Fair in Toronto.

1967

Benjamin S.
Plumer

Bassano

A man of unswerving dedication to
the land since his arrival in Brassard
in 1912, Mr. Plumer devoted his life
to the cooperative movement, first as
an organizer, than as a board
member, and finally as chairman of
the Alberta Wheat Pool. He served
on the executive of many provincial
and national agricultural
organizations and as an advisor to
the Canadian government.

1959

Daniel Morkeberg

Calgary

A native of Denmark, Mr. Morkeberg
came to Alberta in 1898. His energy
and knowledge made him a pioneer
in the development of quality dairy
products. He was a leader in the
movement to organize dairymen and
served as the first president of the
Alberta Dairyman's Association in
1919. In 1917, his interest in the
community reached provincial levels
with his election to the Legislative
Assembly.
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1951

Claude Gallinger

Edmonton

There seems little logic as to why one
of Alberta's first coal mine operators
should also be one of the nation's
largest shorthorn breeders. It all
began as an economical way to keep
the grass down on mine sites. Soon,
however, the cattle themselves
became a source of unending
interest for Mr. Gallinger. Beginning
with purebred imported stock from
Scotland in 1932, he eventually
developed the largest herd of
shorthorns in Canada and
established the "Killearn" bloodline as
a standard.

1951

Joe Johnson

Edmonton

Beginning his life in Alberta as a
homesteader, Mr. Johnston became
the first herdsman at the University of
Alberta Farm. In 1932, his untiring
efforts to improve the quality of
Alberta's livestock through the Farm's
herd led to his appointment as
superintendent of the University
Farm. One measure of the quality of
his work was a collection of 20 breed
and reserve championships at the
Royal Winter Fair in Toronto and the
Chicago Livestock Exhibition.

1951

Charles Noble

Nobleford

A native of Indiana, Mr. Noble settled
in Alberta in 1903. Being a life-long
farmer, his energy and persistence
lead the way in the techniques of
large scale dry land farming. His
emphasis on power farming,
cultivation techniques and equipment
development set the pace for much
of today's progress in field culture. By
developing and manufacturing his
own implements, he demonstrated
that it was possible to run a
successful commercial implement
concern in a rural community.
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1951

Dr. Henry Wise
Wood

Calgary
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A native of Missouri, Mr. Wood came
to Alberta in 1905. As the first
president of both the United Farmers
of Alberta and the Alberta Wheat
Pool, Mr. Wood provided firm and
decisive leadership to the farmers'
cooperative movement at a critical
period in its development. His
honesty, clearness of purpose and
forthright manner convinced critics of
the justice of the western farmers'
cause and assured the farmers
themselves of the fairness of their
cause.
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