
Clearing the Air: Alberta’s Renewed Clean Air Strategy 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

Why do we need a renewed air strategy? 
The first Clean Air Strategy was developed in 1991, positioning Alberta as a leader in air 
quality management. While the current strategy has served us well over the past 20 
years, our operating context has evolved. The relationship amongst air quality, human 
health and economic growth is now better understood, as is the need to manage the 
cumulative impacts of growth within the finite capacity of our air sheds.   
 
The renewed strategy sets clear direction and prioritizes enhancements to our Air 
Quality Management system to meet the needs of today and tomorrow..  
 
How is this strategy different from Alberta’s 1991 Clean Air 
Strategy? 
The renewed Clean Air Strategy articulates a shared commitment to assuring that the 
well-being of Alberta’s population is supported by effective air quality management; that 
air quality will maintain, protect and sustain healthy ecosystems; and that air quality 
management will continue to support economic sustainability. This reflects an enhanced 
focus on integrating environmental, economic and social outcomes since the 1991 
Strategy. 
 
What specific enhancements have been included in the renewed 
strategy? 
The strategy identifies enhancements to our current air quality management system in 
four key areas:  
 

o Regional air management including complementary management of point 
and non-point emission sources; 

o Shared responsibility and partnerships;  
o Integrated monitoring, evaluation and reporting; and   
o Knowledge enhancement.   

 

What do these enhancements mean to everyday Albertans? 
Enhancements to our air quality management system will help ensure that Albertans 
continue to enjoy good air quality for years to come. 
 
Albertans have told us that clean air is important to them and they want to be part of 
protecting this important resource. The renewed Clean Air Strategy is the Government of 
Alberta’s commitment to addressing the cumulative impacts of increased growth and 
development, while integrating the work of our airshed partners and a new, enhanced 
monitoring system. 
 
The renewed strategy will make more air related information and educational material 
available to Albertans so they can be better aware of how they impact air quality and 
how it impacts them. 
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What is the purpose of the accompanying action plan? 
The Action Plan outlines key steps that will be taken to move us in the direction outlined 
in the strategy. 
 
How will the action plan be implemented? 
Implementation plans that reflect the timelines outlined in the Action Plan will be 
developed for the actions. 
 

Who took part in creating the renewed strategy?  
To ensure all Albertans had an opportunity to shape the future of air quality management 
in the province, the Government of Alberta asked the Clean Air Strategic Alliance 
(CASA) to develop recommendations for the Government’s consideration as it renewed 
the Strategy.   
 
Were public consultations held? 
CASA lead a public consultation process to assess public perceptions of air quality, 
evaluate air quality challenges in the province, and identify key areas for action. This 
process included telephone interviews, town hall meetings, a dedicated web site, a 
telephone hot line, written submissions, a multi-stakeholder project team and an 
aboriginal engagement process.    
 
Were consultation results used in developing the renewed 
strategy? 
Yes. Participant feedback was used to develop 14 recommendations submitted to 
government by CASA in July 2009.  These CASA recommendations formed the basis for 
the development of the renewed strategy by the GoA. 
 

What has government been doing since receiving the 
recommendations? 
Following CASA’s submission, a cross-ministry team was established to thoroughly 
review the recommendations and draft the comprehensive renewed strategy. This 
process required further engagement of stakeholders through focus group sessions. 

 
In addition, during this timeframe, the Government of Alberta solidified its direction on a 
number of interrelated fronts including: 
 

o ensuring regional planning in accordance with the Land Use Framework;  
o creating an enhanced monitoring program for the province;  
o identifying and shaping Alberta’s role in the national air quality management 

system; and  
o ensuring that the province’s broader environmental management system 

was matured to further engrain a cumulative effects management approach.   
 
Each of these initiatives has impacted the direction and content of the Clean Air Strategy 
and its corresponding Action Plan. It was important for us to take the time to ensure the 
integration and alignment of these initiatives as part of our integrated resources 
management system. 
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Have there been follow-up consultations by government since 
the strategy was drafted? 
Yes. Aside from CASA’s consultations, three focus group sessions were held in 
February 2011 to test the proposed strategic direction and actions.  Participants with 
knowledge in strategic planning and expertise in air quality management from the 
following sectors were included:  
 

o provincial , federal and municipal governments; regulated industry;  
o agriculture industry;  
o transportation associations; municipal associations;  
o airshed representatives; environmental non-government organizations; air 

experts (academia, health); 
o  First Nations; and  
o former Clean Air Strategic Alliance project team members. 

 
Results of these sessions were used to inform the final Clean Air Strategy and Action 
Plan. 
 
Why has consultation ended? 
After extensive consultations resulting in robust input, we are confident that the strategy 
sets the right direction and prioritizes enhancements in areas that matter most to 
Albertans. The Clean Air Strategic Alliance received input from 450 Albertans to develop 
recommendations for the renewal. Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource 
Development worked with many other departments, stakeholders and experts including 
Aboriginal groups, consultants, environmental organizations and industry to confirm the 
direction in the Strategy.  
 
Will there be further opportunity for feedback on the strategy? 
Feedback is always welcomed. Stakeholders will be involved as the strategy is 
implemented and as we evaluate its effectiveness on an ongoing basis. 
 


