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Speak Out Multimedia  

 
Speak Out’s website went live on November 3, 2008. Since its inaugural year, the website has grown to 
include a moderated and interactive discussion board, a daily blog, news items, a Twitter feed, a 
Facebook page and a YouTube channel. This multimedia approach has allowed Speak Out to stay 
relevant and accessible to youth across Alberta. 

 
Our Online Community Rules Are: 

+ Keep it relevant 
+ Keep it respectful 
+ Keep it safe (no names, places, schools, contact info or URLs) 
+ Keep an open mind 
+ Keep it clean 

 
This Year 

 
This year, Speak Out expanded its online presence with a new look to its website, new website 
functionality, a Twitter account and a Facebook page. The website featured a daily student blog, 
student-generated discussion boards, information on the Annual Speak Out Conference and the 
Minister’s Student Advisory Council, summaries of each Speak Out forum, weekly poll questions and 
information on contests. Students who register for the website and create a username can participate in 
discussion board conversations or create their own discussion. 
 
Our Twitter and Facebook accounts enhanced our online presence. Primarily, these communication 
avenues were used to disseminate important information about Speak Out and direct students back to 
the website for details. Speak Out also used Twitter and Facebook to promote student blogs, highlight 
contests and raise awareness about Speak Out. 
 

Website Hosts 

 
Each month, Speak Out partnered with other government branches within Alberta Education or with 
other Ministries within the Alberta Government.   Each month’s host created poll questions, discussion 
board questions and a monthly survey. The website hosts received reports of the data collected from 
students who participated on the website. 
 
 

Date Featured Forum Hosted By 

September 2012 I Am Part of an Inclusive Education 
System 

Inclusive Education 

October 2012 International Education International Education Services 

November 2012 National Bullying Awareness Week Prevention of Bullying – Cross-
Ministry Services, Education 
Program Standards and 
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Assessment 

December 2012 Student Engagement Month Speak Out  

January 2013 Alberta Environment Alberta Environment 

February 2013 Here’s Your Chance to Help Create 
Credential Change 

Review of Alberta High School 
Credentialing Requirements 

March 2013 Distance Education Alberta Distance Education 
Review Project 

April 2013 Learning Clicks Learning Clicks 

May 2013 Alcohol and Youth Addiction and Mental Health – 
Addiction Prevention Unit 

June 2013 Speak Out Is Listening Speak Out 

 
The following is a summary of the major themes that emerged in the general discussion and featured 
forums. 
 
September 2012 
I Am Part of an Inclusive Education System 

+ Students should say hello to, talk to and help out students who look lost or are new to the 
school. 

+ Students want to be included in all aspects of their education. 
+ Everyone should have access to quality education. 

 
October 2012 
International Education 

+ International education lets students connect to different cultures in an increasingly 
interdependent world. 

+ International education presents an opportunity for Alberta students to go elsewhere and 
connect with and learn from other students with different cultures. 

+ International education is important because we need to be connected and open-minded. 
 
November 2012 
National Bullying Awareness Week 

+ Reporting bullying is necessary for it to go away. 
+ Rude hashtags, posting pictures without permission and posting videos without permission are 

forms of bullying that you can’t get away from and that don’t disappear over time. They exist in 
cyberspace forever. 

+ Raising awareness and anti-bullying campaigns help to reduce bullying. 
+ Some schools do a lot to stop bullying, and bullying is decreased. Others do very little with 

respect to bullying, and the problem remains. 
 
December 2012 
Student Engagement Month 

+ Students want opportunities to lead activities. 
+ Students recognize that, at times, leadership from an adult is needed to move things along. 
+ Students are capable of making change. 
+ Engagement is linked to interest levels in subjects and activities. 
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January 2013 
Alberta Environment 

+ Water cleanliness, climate change, air quality, renewable sources of energy and pollution 
related to oil and gas are the most pressing items for students. 

+ Recycling habits need to improve. 
+ Students want to take action on environmental issues because they believe the situation is 

critical and they have a sense of responsibility. 
 
February 2013 
Here’s Your Chance to Help Create Credential Change 

+ Teaching students to be engaged learners and ethical citizens is an easier outcome in school 
than teaching them to be entrepreneurial. 

+ When there are connections between the outcomes in different classes, students learn the 
material/skills better. 

+ Links should be made between all the subjects. 
 
March 2013 
Distance Education 

+ Students often enrol in distance education courses in order to take a course that is not offered 
at their school. 

+ Many students do not like taking distance education classes, but they see it as a quick way to 
complete a course. 

+ Distance education works great for some, but it does not work well for others. 
+ Some students miss the classroom environment. However, they also think the flexibility is great. 

 
April 2013 
Learning Clicks 

+ Students need more guidance and preparation in order to make a plan for after graduation. 
+ Careful goal setting and planning are important. 
+ Students fear paying for school when they are unsure whether they are in the right field of 

study, when they worry about the prospects of paying loans back and when they worry about 
getting a job after graduating from post-secondary school. 

 
 
May 2013 
Alcohol and Youth 

+ Students believe that their peers choose to consume alcohol because they’re curious, they think 
it is fun, it’s what you do at parties, they feel peer pressure and alcohol is easy to acquire and 
hide. 

+ Students think that drinking alcohol makes them look cool and more mature. 
+ Some students wouldn’t drink if not for peer pressure. Other students do not drink for religious 

reasons. 
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June 2013 
Speak Out is Listening 

+ Speak Out was looking for feedback from students on whether they should replace the 
discussion board with student blogs starting September 2013. 

+ Students felt that it would be a good idea to get more background information on topics and a 
larger discussion would result. 

+ Others felt that the discussion board, as it stands today, allows students more opportunity for 
open, unguided discussions. 

+ Speak Out also asked students how they handle the stress of exams and to provide tips for other 
students. 

+ Overall, students suggested studying well in advance of the exam, getting a good night’s rest the 
night before, eating healthy foods, working out to relieve stress and relying on your network of 
friends to help you study. 

 

Open Mic / Tribune Libre 

 
The Open Mic / Tribune Libre discussion board allows students to discuss and debate almost any topic 
they encounter in their education. This year, students posted comments on a variety of topics, including 
the following: 
 
Do you think what you are learning is relevant to your future? 

+ Many students were adamant that a great deal of what they are learning is irrelevant to their 
futures. Others were unsure.  

+ Most students said that more life skills, career counselling and social skills training is important. 
+ Some students said that all learning helps prepare them for the future in some way. 

 
“We're not taught life skills and other things that'll prepare us for the world. We need to learn social 
skills which will help you get a job.” 
 
“Sometimes I feel like what we learn in school has no application for real life. However, I know that by 
learning it I am expanding my abilities, and, in fact, learning how to learn. I know that some of the 
subjects I am taking I will not pursue past high school, but it is still helpful for becoming disciplined and 
able to face challenges. I think my school could do a better job of showing us what different career paths 
we could take.” 
 
Should teachers give zeros? 

+ Opinions varied greatly on this topic. Students had concerns about inconsistent rules for late 
and incomplete assignments. 

+ In general, most students supported losing marks for late and incomplete assignments, not 
receiving zeros. 

+ The majority also said that plagiarism, other forms of cheating and not handing in assignments 
are grounds for a zero. 

 
“Let's take incidences of cheating and plagiarism where the student has handed something in that is not 
their original work. In this case, the teacher has to give the student a zero.” 



 Year in Review |2012–2013 

Speak Out Multimedia 

 

5 
 
 

 
“Having a 'no zero' policy does NOT prepare students for the future, post-secondary in particular... 
having teachers and staff hold your hand and ‘prop up’ your average undeservingly doesn't teach you 
independence.” 
 
Time limits on tests and assignments 

+ Some students said that time limits are necessary to prepare them for “the real world.” 
+ Most students said that time limits do not always allow test takers the time they need to 

demonstrate that they know something. 
+ In general, students said that students with exceptional needs should get longer to write tests 

without losing marks. 
 

“I think that the time limits on tests do not reflect how well we can do but just make us rush and not do 
as good. I really wish we didn't have time limits. It makes it way way more stressful.” 
 
“A person should get as much time as needed to write an exam.” 

 
High school stress 

+ Stress is a major recurring theme identified by students. 
+ The key sources of stress include diploma exams, other exams and assignments, class workload 

and homework expectations, getting sick and missing class, peer and family pressure, and 
having multiple exams/assignments due on the same day from different teachers. 
 

“I find that the most stressful thing about high school is not the coursework but the peer pressure and 
expectations from teachers and parents.”  
 
“I find that it is the amount of homework because the time I get to have fun is decreasing ever since I got 
into high school. I find myself thinking about all the homework I have to do all the time and the amount 
of sleep I'm getting is decreasing.” 
 
Parental choice and the curriculum... 

+ Some students said that until a student is 18 years old, a parent’s legal right to choose for their 
children should be upheld. 

+ Other students said that they should decide what they wanted to learn. 
+ Many students said that the age of the student should determine who chooses. Students in 

elementary school, for instance, should not have as much input into their own education as 
students in high school. 
 

“I believe that ultimately the choice should lie with the student. There comes a certain point when 
parents need to step back and let their children make their own decisions and allow their children to be 
shaped into the people that THEY want to be.” 
 
“Parents should be able to pull their child out of certain classes if they're not comfortable with the 
material.” 
 
What is your preferred learning style? 
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+ Most students said that they are given only limited opportunities to learn via different learning 
styles. 

+ Most students said that lessons are more interesting when various teaching styles are used. 
Many said they need more hands-on activities. 

+ Some students have learned about different learning styles in CALM class. Their understanding 
of their own strengths and weaknesses helps them in other classes. 

+ Some students said that adjusting to one teaching style in a particular class is easier than having 
multiple strategies used at the same time. 

 
“I feel that students are not given the opportunity to learn in their preferred learning style at school 
because teachers may only teach in one learning style. I think that a teacher could try teaching a 
different way each day and it may be easier for the students to learn.”  
 
“I'm a visual learner, so anytime the teacher doesn't teach by writing a bunch of words on the board I 
learn. I learn the most when I can visualize what happens and I think videos and drawings help me out a 
lot.” 
 
Diploma exams 

+ Most students would prefer a later start time for diploma exams. 
+ Many students questioned the weighting of the exams at 50%. 

 
“I think that it's great that diplomas are worth 50% because schools and teachers mark differently, and 
this is a great way to actually test how much kids know. In brief, it's fair.”  
 
“I know many students who have stress and anxiety, meaning all the hard work they do in 4 months 
means nothing if they're not able to do that test properly. I do get doing the diploma is important, but it 
shouldn't be worth that much.” 
 
“There are quite a few people who spend hours and hours at night studying and don't go to bed until 
very late. So I think it would be very beneficial for those people and the people with sleep/anxiety 
disorders if the exams were scheduled later. It would be more reflective of how well they could do and it 
makes a lot more sense in my mind.” 
 
A complete summary of all of the online contributions can be found at www.speakout.alberta.ca. 
 

Minister Wants to Know  

 
An important part of the Speak Out mission is for the views of students to impact the policy decisions of 
the government. In support of this goal, and to demonstrate this commitment to students and the 
public, the Honourable Jeff Johnson, Minister of Education, participated in a series of Minister Wants to 
Know videos. These videos were intended to encourage discussions among Alberta students through the 
Speak Out website.  
 
 
 
 

www.speakout.alberta.ca


 Year in Review |2012–2013 

Speak Out Multimedia 

 

7 
 
 

Video 1 explores the following questions:  
What is it that makes your teachers so great? What are their qualities, characteristics and attributes?  
 
Students frequently said that teachers need to know and understand each student as a person first. 
They also indicated that working extra hours coaching, running clubs and giving extra help with 
academics were all traits of excellent teachers. 
 
“What makes a teacher great is when you know they care about you more than the subject.” 

“A great teacher is more than just a teacher, in some ways they are like a life coach. They help guide us 

throughout life, giving us advice, trying to help everyone succeed.”  

“It is about going above and beyond and going the extra mile. As well, it is about making sure that 

everyone is engaged and no one is left behind. All students have the right to succeed, and teachers have 

the responsibility to make sure that ALL students can succeed, but that does not mean marking easier, it 

means teaching it in a different way.” 

“For me, a great teacher is someone I have a bond with, a friendship or at least someone I trust. I have to 

be willing to go ask them for help. They say ‘hi’ in the hallways and come and talk to you if they notice 

something is wrong with you. They have to know you as a person before a student.” 

Video 2 explores the following topic:  
The Three Es: an engaged thinker, who’s an ethical citizen with an entrepreneurial spirit. Is the 
education system doing enough to instil the entrepreneurial spirit in you?  
  
Students generally said that schools require more funding. They also said that, in their experience, they 
were not receiving schooling that encouraged or developed an entrepreneurial spirit. Any 
entrepreneurial education that did happen typically occurred in option classes or in CALM. 
 
“There is definitely a lack of funding for schools in Alberta. We are the future generation, and we are the 

ones who will be making a change in the future. As for an entrepreneurial spirit, I don't think that schools 

are doing enough. We take math classes, but I have yet to take any kind of economic class where I learn 

about taxes and how to manage debt.” 

“I think the only type of entrepreneurial spirit we receive in school is through clubs and leadership class. 

Other than that, no other class offers this kind of environment or skill.” 

“At my high school, business is an option, along with accounting, which teaches basic money 

management, and business.”  

The feedback from Alberta students provided the Minister with direct, unfiltered opinions from Alberta 
youth. 
 
 


