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Fifth Annual Speak Out Conference 

On April 12–14, 2013, students aged 14 to 19, along with their chaperones, gathered from all areas of 

Alberta for the fifth Annual Speak Out Conference in Edmonton. Hosted by the Minister’s Student 

Advisory Council (the Council), the Speak Out Conference gave students and their chaperones a chance 

to explore and provide input on key issues and initiatives related to the province’s education system and 

to connect with Alberta Education representatives and other students with similar interests and 

aspirations. The three-day event provided delegates with an abundance of mentorship, workshops and 

networking opportunities. Highlights from the weekend’s comprehensive program included: 

  

+ Welcome and opening remarks by the Minister of Education, Jeff Johnson 

+ Inspiring keynote speeches by Nikhil Goyal and Ken Bautista 

+ A series of engaging breakout workshops for both students and chaperones 

+ Dozens of networking opportunities for both students and chaperones 

+ Live entertainment, including a musical performance by Braden Gates and a spoken word 

performance by Ahmed Ali, also known as Knowmadic, as well as a hip hop demonstration by 

Rhythm Speaks 

+ An energetic dance party hosted by Urban Metropolis 

+ Closing remarks by the Chair of the Youth Secretariat, Mr. Matt Jeneroux, MLA Edmonton–South 

West 

A total of 230 students and 101 chaperones from 61 communities around Alberta, as well as 40 Alberta 

Education staff, participated in the conference. 

 

To see both the student and chaperone agendas, please see the fifth Annual Speak Out Conference 

button at www.speakout.alberta.ca. 

 

Keynote Speakers 

This year, the Speak Out Conference had two amazing keynote speakers. On Friday night, conference 

delegates heard from Nikhil Goyal, a 17-year-old student from New York, and author of One Size Does 

Not Fit All: A Student’s Assessment of School. Goyal’s presentation focused on the future of education in 

North America, and how the industrial model of education that has been used in the past must be 

transformed to allow for better student engagement and student success within education. 

 

On Saturday morning, delegates heard Ken Bautista, a local entrepreneur and philanthropist, talk about 

how students can become entrepreneurial thinkers in Alberta, and take on roles as creative students 

and participants in their school communities. 

 

 

 

http://www.speakout.alberta.ca/
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Who Attended 

An extensive effort was made to promote the fifth Annual Speak Out Conference to all junior high and 

high school students and jurisdictions across Alberta. We were more overwhelmed with applications 

than ever. As with all Speak Out events, it was important to ensure that a diverse student population 

was represented at the conference, including a cross-section of students aged 14 to 19, with varied 

academic goals, personal interests, abilities and opinions. All students who did not make the 2013 

application cut-off were encouraged to apply again for the sixth Annual Speak Out Conference in April 

2014. The online application will be available on the Speak Out website at www.speakout.alberta.ca in 

fall 2013. 

 

This year, for the first time, we also welcomed students from Alberta Accredited International Schools. 

We were fortunate to have student and chaperone delegates join us from Macau (China) and Bermuda. 

 

Where They Came From  

Alberta Cities and Towns   

1 Edmonton 2 Airdrie 3 Peace River 

4 Alder Flats 5 Enchant 6 Pincher Creek 

7 Alliance 8 Entwistle 9 Red Deer 

10 Ardrossan 11 Evansburg 12 Rocky Mountain House 

13 Barnwell 14 Fort Chipewyan 15 Rolling Hills 

16 Bentley 17 Fort McMurray 18 Rosemary 

19 Blackfalds 20 Fox Creek 21 Scandia 

22 Bowden 23 Galahad 24 Sherwood Park 

25 Brooks 26 Gibbons 27 Slave Lake 

28 Buck Lake 29 Grande Cache 30 Spruce Grove 

31 Calgary 32 High Level 33 St. Albert 

34 Camrose 35 High Prairie 36 Stony Plain 

37 Castor 38 Irma 39 Taber 

40 Cayley 41 Kinuso 42 Tees 

43 Cherry Grove 44 Lacombe 45 Tilley 

46 Claresholm 47 Leslieville 48 Vauxhall 

49 Coaldale 50 Medicine Hat 51 Wainwright 

52 Cold Lake 53 Nordegg 54 Wembley 

55 Daysland 56 Okotoks 57 Westerose 

58 De Winton 59 Olds 60 Winfield 

 

http://www.speakout.alberta.ca/
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Workshops 

Before the conference, the Speak Out team worked closely with Alberta Education staff and the 

members of the Council to develop eleven workshops for students and five workshops for chaperones. 

The workshop themes were chosen based on student feedback collected by Speak Out through the 

website, the Forums and the Council over the past year. Below is a summary of each workshop, as well 

as a summary of the implementation plans. For more detailed summaries, please see the complete 

What We Heard reports for student sessions and chaperone sessions on the Speak Out website at 

www.speakout.alberta.ca. 

 

http://www.speakout.alberta.ca/CONFERENCE/tabid/64/Default.aspx
http://www.speakout.alberta.ca/
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Student Workshops 

Demystifying Diploma Exams 

How are diploma exams made? How are they marked? What happens if you don’t like your mark? How 

do other countries handle standardized tests? These are just some of the questions that were covered in 

this session. Students discussed and debated their opinions about the diploma exam during a game of 

“Rally ’Round the Flag.”  

Online Resources to Plan for Your Future 

Students in this session learned how the Alberta Learning Information Service (ALIS) website can help 

them plan their career, education and job search. This hands-on session had students working with 

interactive tools like CAREERinsite, occupational profiles and videos, scholarship search tools, the e-

Resumé Review service and much more. Visit ALIS at alis.alberta.ca. 

The League of Extraordinary Mentors: Find the Super Mentor Inside of You! 

In this interactive adventure, students created a super mentor persona and found their inner mentoring 

powers. They learned about strength-based practices based on research done in Alberta and discovered 

the Career and Technology Studies modules available for students. The session explored the Alberta 

Mentoring Partnership and the ways that mentoring can become a positive part of a student’s life, 

school and community on many levels. 

Wanna Rule the World? Student Leadership in International Education 

Students participated in a dialogue on the leadership role students play in international education. The 

conversation began with the big picture of international education as a journey from Kindergarten to 

Grade 12. Students talked about current and past international education initiatives led by students 

across the province and further opportunities for all students across Alberta. 

Technology – Hearing and Sharing Your Views 

In this session, a variety of technology tools were used to get student feedback on the newly revised 

Learning and Technology Policy Framework. This document outlines five policy directions for school 

authorities. Students were given the chance to provide input, ideas and suggestions as Alberta 

Education moves toward implementing the framework. 

Distance Education in Alberta: Visioning the Future 

Students who participated in this session expressed an interest in reshaping distance education and 

online learning in Alberta. They were asked to help Alberta Education understand what students need to 

http://www.alis.alberta.ca/
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succeed in our mobile and digital world. Working together, they explored what the future of distance 

education could be. 

 
The Future of High School Wellness Education 

The Wellness Education team wanted to hear what students have to say about physical education, 

health education, career development and financial literacy. This interactive workshop had students 

discussing what they think students should study in high school to achieve a balanced state of 

emotional, intellectual, physical, social, spiritual, occupational and environmental well-being.  

Reimagining High School 

Do you like the idea of waking up at 9 a.m. to go to school? What about having more flexible schedules? 

Do you think learning should be more connected to the real world? Does your school need more clubs? 

The students in this session discussed what a reimagined high school that supports success for all 

students could look, sound and feel like. Students shared their ideas about the future of high school 

based on their own experiences. 

Diploma 2.0 – Considering Credential Change 

Every year, a new crop of students leave school with a diploma or certificate in hand. Alberta Education 

is in the process of reviewing its current high school credentialing requirements (the courses that high 

school students need to have in order to earn a diploma or certificate). The High School Credentialing 

team asked students in this session to discuss the following questions: What do you want your high 

school credential to say about the person behind the paper? What high school courses and experiences 

(e.g., volunteer, sports, arts) do you think will develop the skills you need to successfully face the adult 

world after graduation?  

Belong, Learn… Succeed! 

This session used fun and creative ways to get students thinking about diversity and inclusion in Alberta 

schools. The Inclusive Learning team wanted to hear students’ ideas about belonging, learning and what 

makes a school an inclusive place to be. 

Taking Action – Student Discussion 

Taking Action projects will give students the responsibility and opportunity for leading the enhancement 

of education in Alberta. Students in this session discussed how they are currently putting their voice into 

action, as well as how they would like to take action in their schools and communities, and then 

brainstormed on the types of support they would need to be successful. 
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Chaperone Workshops 

Technology – Hearing and Sharing Your Views 

In this session, a variety of technology tools were used to get chaperone feedback on the newly revised 

Learning and Technology Policy Framework. This document outlines five policy directions for school 

authorities. Chaperones were given the chance to provide input, ideas and suggestions as Alberta 

Education moves toward implementing the framework. 

Math: It’s Mine 

Today’s society needs mathematical problem solvers, risk takers and innovators—learning math is not 

just about knowing facts! The learning and teaching environment must allow students to build on their 

mathematical knowledge to communicate, reason, build connections and use technology in real-life 

situations. This session showed how today’s mathematics classroom helps students to attain both 

knowledge and critical skills, and how adults can support them in doing so. 

What We Know About Student Engagement and Why It Matters 

Student engagement is a relatively new topic of interest in the education world, but we are learning that 

it is directly connected to student success in school. Studies show that students who are socially, 

institutionally and intellectually engaged at school are most likely to complete high school, experience 

high levels of wellness and become contributing members of society. This session highlighted the factors 

that enhance student engagement, and participants heard about examples of projects in Alberta that 

incorporate these strategies. Members of the Minister’s Student Advisory Council shared what their 

peers have told them about student engagement in schools, along with strategies they use to encourage 

involvement in activities. Chaperones were also encouraged to share their experiences with some of the 

effective strategies they have seen in schools. 

Being Part of a Healthy School Community 

This session focused on comprehensive school health. Participants discussed how to become involved 

on the school health action team, support the assessment of the school, help develop the action plan 

and promote a healthy school community. They also explored current tools and practices that help 

schools to make the healthy choice the easy choice. 

Diploma 2.0 – Considering Credential Change 

Every year, a new crop of students leaves school with a diploma or certificate in hand. Alberta Education 

is in the process of reviewing its current high school credentialing requirements (the courses needed in 

order to earn a diploma or certificate). In addition to gathering student views on the topic, the High 

School Credentialing team wanted to share information with the people who support and guide 
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students.  

 

Implementation Plans 

The voices that were gathered in both the student and chaperone sessions will be used by the 

respective Alberta Education groups to further develop and improve education initiatives and programs 

within Alberta Education. These voices will also be shared in future presentations to education 

stakeholders to inform their practices and to continue to improve education in the province. For more 

detailed implementation plans, please see the complete What We Heard reports on the Speak Out 

website at www.speakout.alberta.ca on the 5th Annual Speak Out Conference page. 

 

How We Did 

The vast majority of students and chaperones indicated on their conference evaluation forms that they 

were very glad to have participated in their sessions and felt confident their input will be considered. 

Delegates were also very glad to have participated in the Conference overall and will continue to 

participate in other Speak Out activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.speakout.alberta.ca/CONFERENCE/tabid/64/Default.aspx
http://www.speakout.alberta.ca/

