
 

 

Brazil – Alberta 
Relations 

PROFILE 

Capital:  Brasilia 

Population:  190.8 million (2010 est.) 

Language:  Portuguese 

Government:  Federal Republic 

Head of State and Government:  
President Dilma ROUSSEFF (since 
January 1, 2011) 

Currency:  $1 CDN = 1.74 Brazilian 
Reals (BRL) (October 2011) 

GDP:  US $2.09 trillion (2010) 

GDP (PPP):  US $2.18 trillion (2010 
est.) 

GDP per Capita (PPP):  US $ 11,420 
(2010 est.) 

GDP growth rate:  7.5 % (2010) 

Inflation:  5.0% (2010) 

Unemployment:  6.7% (2010) 

Key Industry Sectors:  Textiles, 
shoes, chemicals, cement, lumber, iron 
ore, tin, steel, aircraft, motor vehicles 
and parts, and other machinery and 
equipment. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Brazil is the largest and most 
populous country in South America, 
and the fifth largest country in the 
world in both area and population. 

 Alberta and Brazil share many 
similarities – both are resource rich, 
geographically vast, with large 
immigrant populations and an 
Aboriginal population. 

 Brazil is home to the Amazon, the 
world’s largest rainforest.  

 Brazil has assumed a non-permanent 
seat on the United Nations Security 
Council for 2010-2011.  

BRAZIL OVERVIEW 

 Brazil is one of the world's largest 

producers and exporters of raw and 

processed minerals.  Apart from its 

major oil and gas reserves, the 

country's enormous mineral deposits 

include reserves of iron ore, bauxite, 

manganese, tin and gold. 

 Brazil is the world’s third-largest 

agricultural exporter.  Primary exports 

include soybeans, coffee, wheat, rice 

and sugarcane.  

 Agriculture represents 6.5% of 

Brazil’s GDP and 20% of all jobs 

nationwide. 

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 From 2000 to 2009, Brazil received 
over $250,000 in international 
development funding from the 
Alberta government for projects 
focused on improving the lives of 
women and children and for an 
agricultural project.  

 For the 2008-2009 period, the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) 
provided $14.5 CDN million for 
projects and initiatives in Brazil.  

 In November 2008, Canada and 
Brazil established a Framework 
Agreement for Cooperation on 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation. 

 Canada and Brazil work together at 
the Organization of American States 
(OAS) and the United Nations.  They 
have developed areas of common 
interest such as peacekeeping 
operations and human rights.  
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 TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Between 2006 and 2010 Alberta’s 

exports to Brazil averaged $199.84 

million per year.  Primary exports 

included sulphur, cereals, machinery 

and ethylene glycol.  

 During the same period, Alberta’s 

direct imports from Brazil averaged 

$74.61 million per year.  Major 

imports included machinery, iron and 

steel products, vehicles and granite.  

This figure does not include goods sold 

in Alberta that have arrived via 

distribution hubs in other provinces. 

ENERGY 

 Increasing domestic oil production has 

been a long-term goal of the Brazilian 

government and the recent large 

offshore discoveries in the Campos 

and Santos Basins have steadily 

increased Brazil’s oil production.   

 As of 2009, Brazil has 12.6 billion 

barrels of proven oil reserves, the 

15th largest in the world and second 

largest in South America, behind 

Venezuela.  

 State-controlled Petrobras 

monopolized Brazil’s energy industry 

until 1997.  Despite liberalization, 

foreign oil production projects 

continue to be uncommon. 

 Brazil’s electricity sector ranks third in 

size in the Western Hemisphere, 

behind the United States and Canada.   

Hydropower provides 85% of Brazil’s 

electricity. 

 Brazil has sizable natural gas reserves 

(12.9 trillion cubic feet in 2009), but it 

is still a net importer due to a lack of 

natural gas transportation 

infrastructure and low domestic prices. 

 Natural gas demand is rising in Brazil 

as domestic natural gas prices are 

lower than international oil prices.  

This has resulted in an increased use 

of natural gas as a substitute for oil. 

 A number of Alberta exploration and 

production companies have signed 

Memorandums of Understanding 

(MOUs) with Petrobras, the state oil 

company, to investigate joint venture 

opportunities. 

 Alcohol produced from sugar cane is 

promoted by the government and is 

widely used in cars, alongside fossil 

fuels. 

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 The recent development of Brazil’s bio-
fuel industry could represent 
significant opportunities for investors 
in this country.  Brazil is the world’s 
largest producer of ethanol.  

 Brazil is the world’s fourth largest 
market for new car sales, 90% of 
which are flex-fuel vehicles—vehicles 
with the capacity to run on gasoline or 

sugar cane ethanol. 

 The 2014 FIFA World Cup of Soccer 
and the 2016 Summer Olympics will 
take place in Brazil.  It is expected that 
Brazil will revamp its infrastructure for 
these events which gives rise to new 
opportunities for foreign investors.  

 International investors may be 
interested in new oil and gas 
discoveries, which will require major 
investments by Petrobas and other 
firms.  

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

 The University of Alberta and the 

University of Calgary (U of C) have 

diverse Academic and Student 

Exchange Agreements and have signed 

MOUs with several Brazilian 

universities. 

 The U of C, along with four other 

Canadian universities, is involved in a 

joint effort to promote the study of 

Brazil in Canada.  

 In November 2009, three teachers 

from Alberta were honoured during the 

Worldwide Innovative Education Forum 

in Salvador, Brazil.  

 CKER-FM broadcasts across Alberta 

in many different languages, 

including Portuguese.  

OFFICIAL VISITS 

 March 2011:  Beatriz Espinosa, 

General Manager for Energy 

Efficiency and Atmospheric Emissions 

for Petrobras, spoke at the Inter-

American Development Bank Annual 

Meeting in Calgary. 

 March 2010:  Eduardo Campos, 

Governor of the State of 

Pernambuco, Brazil visited Alberta. 

 September 2009:  International and 

Intergovernmental Relations 

participated in the Rio Pipeline Trade 

Show in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  

 September 2008:  International and 

Intergovernmental Relations 

participated in the Rio Oil and Gas 

Show and met with high level 

government officials in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil. 

 June 2008:  Brazilian Consul General, 

Fernando Jacques Pimenta visited 

Edmonton.  

 April 2007:  Brazilian officials 

attended the Canadian Council of 

Americas’ Dinner of the Americas in 

Calgary, Alberta. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 Brazil’s Ambassador in Ottawa is His 

Excellency Ambassador Piragibe dos 

Santos Tarragô. 

 Canada’s Ambassador to Brazil, 

located in Brasilia, is Jamal Khokhar. 

 The Canadian Consul General in Rio 

de Janeiro is Sanjeev Chowdhury. 

 The Canadian Consul General in São 

Paulo is Abina M. Dann. 

 Canada also maintains a Trade Office 

and Consulate in Belo Horizonte.  

For more information, contact: 
Alberta Intergovernmental, International  
and Aboriginal Relations 
Tel: 780-427-6543  Fax: 780-427-0699 
www.albertacanada.com 


