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     CAUTION!  
In bear, country you should 
keep yourself more visible 
and make noise to alert 
bears of your presence; also 
carry pepper spray.

Alberta’s Watchable Wildlife

Wildlife Conservation and Enhancement

Responsible Wildlife-Viewing

Wildlife-Viewing Tips

Alberta’s  
Watchable Wildlife  

Calendar

Albertans are very much part of this increasing interest in various 
nonconsumptive uses of wildlife – uses which do not remove wild 
plants and animals from their environment. And this includes 
hunters and anglers who also appreciate the viewing aspects of 
wildlife and plants. Related activities include wildlife photography, 
species identification (“listing”), birdfeeding, behaviour study and 
flower identification. In support of these activities, the Fish and 
Wildlife Policy Branch, Alberta Environment and Parks, maintains a 
Watchable Wildlife Program. The program is designed to increase 
the following:

 levels of public interest in and appreciation for the wildlife 
resource

Alberta is richly blessed with an abundance and variety of wild 
plants and animals. It is the only place in North America where 
the prairie, boreal forest and mountain ecosystems meet. 
As a result, more than 400 bird, 90 mammal, 18 reptile and 
amphibian, 50 fish and 1800 flowering plant species occur in 
Alberta at least part of the year.

Many of us watch and listen to wildlife as a means of re-
establishing contact with the natural world and to escape the noise and 

Wildlife-viewing demands courtesy and common sense, 
including respect for animals and their habitats, knowledge of 
local regulations, and consideration for private property and the 
activities of others.

Ethics for the field include the following:

 Keep to Designated Trails
Confine your movements wherever possible to designated 
trails, viewing platforms and blinds.

 Be Considerate of Wildlife
Use binoculars, spotting scopes and cameras with telephoto
lenses to observe animals from a distance THEY consider safe. 
Avoid nesting sites and respect resting periods. Try not to 
surprise wildlife and never chase or flush wild animals.

 Don’t Approach Baby Animals
Be sure not to pick up any wild baby animals. Your actions may 
expose them to predators or prevent their parents from returning 

To help increase public awareness, appreciation and 
understanding of wildlife, the Fish and Wildlife Policy 
Branch, Alberta Environment and Parks, is pleased to 
present Alberta’s Watchable Wildlife Calendar. The 
calendar identifies specific wildlife activities throughout the 
year. Each month includes:

Use the calendar to plan  
your wildlife-viewing excursions.

 opportunities and participation levels in the nonconsumptive use 
of wildlife

 levels of public knowledge and understanding of wildlife species 
and their habitats; and

 public involvement and support in wildlife management 
programs.

Recent surveys show that more than 90 per cent of Albertans 
participate in various forms of wildlife-viewing and appreciation, 
while two-thirds participate in a direct and purposeful way, either 
near home, in their backyards, at local urban parks or on trips and 
outings away from home.

hectic pace of our busy lifestyles. The sight and sound of 
migrating geese, a glimpse of a deer or the call of a loon are 
special experiences that highlight our memories. Without 
such experiences, our world would be a much less interesting 
place. To ensure that we continue to enjoy these experiences 
and pass them on to future generations, we all must share the 
responsibility for conserving our natural heritage.

to care for them. Even though not visible, the mother is likely 
close by.

 Control Pets
Pets can harm wildlife and hinder viewing opportunities. They 
should be under your control at all times or left at home or in 
your vehicle (only under suitable conditions).

 Be Considerate of the Environment
Leave viewing sites, including plants and animals, undamaged 
by your visits. Be sure your garbage is properly disposed of 
or recycled. Many wildlife-viewing sites are User Maintained; 
therefore, pack out what you pack in. Return used brochures 
to kiosks for re-use.

 Be Considerate of Others
Avoid disrupting the wildlife-viewing activities of others in 
the area. At the same time, show a friendly disposition and 
willingness to share observations and related information.

 a featured plant or animal,

 viewing tips of special significance, and

 noteworthy dates concerning wildlife 
activities and events.

Wildlife-viewing, once considered an activity only for mild-mannered eccentrics, is now one 
of the fastest growing forms of outdoor recreation in North America.
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Use properly selected binoculars and spotting 
scopes to get that close-up, detailed look. Also, 
field identification guides will help to sort out the 

characteristics and names of the species you see.

Your ears can be as helpful as your eyes 
in locating and identifying some of the 
more secretive wildlife species. Take 
in the full range of sights, sounds, and 

smells around you to enhance your overall 
experience.

Take the time to plan and anticipate what you 
want to see and experience. Find out where 
the best viewing locations are for each wildlife 
species and at what times of the year you may 

see them.

Keep records of wildlife seen, their characteristics, and 
the circumstances of your observations. You will want 
to compare this with future observations. Pass on rare 
and unusual observations to nearby Fish and Wildlife 

offices.

Learn to recognize the signs of wildlife such as tracks, 
nests, cavities, droppings, and bits of fur or feathers. 
This will help you to see and learn more.

Many wildlife species are more active and 
readily seen at certain times of the day. Early 
morning and late afternoon/evening are often 

the best for many birds and mammals.

Wildlife are very sensitive to human presence. 
By moving slowly and quietly, or even 
stopping for several minutes at a time, you 

can ensure wild animals will be more accepting 
of your presence.

Learn to use vegetation, topography, or even 
your vehicle, as a visual screen. Wear soft 
clothes that make little noise when walking in 

the bush. Dull, darker 
colours and irregular 
patterns on clothes are 
also helpful. 

Spring and fall are particularly good 
seasons to observe migratory birds, some 
of which only pass through Alberta 

between their wintering areas and 
summer breeding ranges.

Successful wildlife-viewing requires certain skills and knowledge. The following tips will help in this respect:



Northern Pike 
(Esox lucius)

Northern Pike are among the most popular of all 
native Alberta game fish. For many junior anglers 
in the province, pike are often the first fish that 
they remember catching, either in summer or 
while ice-fishing. This species occurs throughout 
the province except for the mountain 
headwaters of most of our major rivers and the 
lakes of the montane region. Most pike inhabit 
shallow, clear, and weedy shorelines of lakes 
and also exist in streams and rivers where the 
current is slow to moderate. Ferocious predators, 
northern pike will eat most other fish in Alberta 
waters and have been known to take ducklings 
and even muskrats (Ondatra zibethicus) on 
occasion. Unusually large individuals occur in 
several Alberta ‘trophy lakes’where pike of over 
13 kilograms (30 pounds) are taken; lakes such 
as Seibert, Touchwood, and Winefred are well-
known for large pike. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

     1 2 3

 4 5 6 7  8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Muskrat houses or 
“pushups” are the only sign 
of this aquatic rodent in 
frozen ponds and lakes.

Townsend’s solitaires 
move into urban areas to 
eat berries.

Jumping mice are asleep 
below ground. They are our 
only hibernating mice.

Canada lynx are active 
through the winter preying 
primarily on snowshoe 
hares.

 Willow areas north of 
Fort McMurray attract 
the aptly named willow 
ptarmigan in its white 
winter plumage. 

Gyrfalcons and prairie 
falcons overwinter in 
Edmonton, feeding on 
pigeons and waterfowl.

NEW YEAR’S DAY

 Winter is an underrated time to view wildlife – 
occasional surprise visits to the bird feeders are made 
by northern saw-whet owls and northern shrikes. 

 During this month, large herds of pronghorn can be seen 
along Highway 1 between Walsh and Brooks. Watch for 
snowy owls on the power poles in the same area.

 Large flocks of snow buntings can be seen on the 
wind-swept, snow-covered fields of Alberta’s 
parklands and prairies.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

2016JANUARY
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Great grey owls move from 
breeding areas in response 
to low vole numbers.

Most mature bull moose 
have dropped their antlers 
by this date. 

Now is a good time to see 
bison and elk in Elk Island 
National Park.

Visit the Alberta Grain 
Terminals in north 
Edmonton to watch 
gyrfalcons and prairie 
falcons catch rock pigeons. 

Drive Range Roads 260 
and 261 north of St. 
Albert to see snowy owls.

Northern flying squirrels 
begin their breeding 
season.

By the first week of January, 
bighorn sheep rams return 
to wintering areas from 
their rutting grounds.

NEW YEAR’S DAY



 Towards the end of the month, prairie falcons begin 
to set up their territories on the cliffs on the South 
Saskatchewan and Red Deer rivers. Pairs of these 
falcons on the North Saskatchewan, Pembina, and 
Peace rivers attend territories more than a month later. 

 Elk have settled into their winter ranges in the 
lowlands along rivers in Banff and Jasper. Motorists 
driving through the parks at night must remain aware 
of the presence of these large ungulates.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Bighorn Sheep
(Ovis canadensis) 

Bighorn sheep, Alberta’s provincial mammal, 
are the largest of North American wild 
sheep, with adult males weighing up to 135 
kilograms. These animals have soft hooves 
with hard outer rims, which provide good 
footing on precarious ledges. However 
the two halves of the hoof do not move 
independently, like those in mountain goats 
(Oreamnos americanus), so without this extra 
advantage bighorns rarely inhabit the dizzying 
heights frequented by goats. Nevertheless, 
bighorns can move quickly over rocky ground 
when alarmed and will use escape terrain to 
stay secure from their primary predator, the 
cougar (Puma concolor). The largest bighorn 
rams in the world inhabit reclaimed coal 
mining sites near Cadomin, Alberta. 

2016FEBRUARY
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Breeding season for wolves 
and coyotes, both are more 
visible at this time than at 
any other time of the year. 

Most white-tailed and 
mule deer bucks will have 
dropped their antlers. 

This is an excellent month 
to search along roads 
in northern Alberta for 
great grey and northern 
hawk owls. 

On warm days, adult 
male Richardson’s ground 
squirrels emerge from their 
burrows – most are pretty 
dopey from months of 
hibernation.

Burbot spawning is at 
peak under the ice of 
Alberta lakes.

GROUNDHOG DAY 
American woodchucks 
(‘ground hogs’) in parts 
of the U.S. emerge from 
their dens and supposedly 
foretell the length of 
the remaining winter. 
Woodchucks in Alberta are 
still asleep.

VALENTINE’S DAY FAMILY DAY



2016MARCH

 By late March, ruffed grouse begin to drum in the 
aspen parkland of Alberta. Male grouse produce the 
drumming sound by beating their wings rapidly while 
gripping a specially selected drumming log.

 During this month, large numbers of golden eagles can 
be seen over Grotto Mountain near Canmore. As they 
migrate north, over 400 have been counted in during a 
two day period. 

 Black-capped chickadees begin to excavate nest 
cavities in standing dead wood of aspen and mixed-
wood forests. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Hooded Merganser
(Lophodytes cucullatus)

The diminutive and beautiful hooded 
merganser is the smallest of three 
merganser species in Alberta. It breeds 
in the montane and foothill regions of 
Alberta, but can be found wintering on 
any waterbody in the province where 
human activities or natural warm water 
seepage produces ice-free conditions in 
winter. The Bow River, near Calgary, or the 
effluent from the Sundance Powerplant, 
at Lake Wabamun, are good places to 
look for them in winter. Curiously, this 
species sometimes hybridizes with both 
bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) and 
common goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) 
ducks. Like bufflehead and goldeneye, 
hooded mergansers require tree cavities 
for nesting. 
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Most ungulates begin the 
third trimester of pregnancy. 
From now until ‘green-up” 
is the maximum drain on 
pregnant females. 

The first prairie crocus may 
bloom in southern Alberta, 
especially if the winter has 
been mild.

Tundra swans and snow 
geese begin arriving in 
southern Alberta.

Snake hibernacula in 
central Alberta show signs 
of emerging red-sided and 
plains garter snakes.

Large numbers of arctic-
nesting rough-legged 
hawks are moving north 
out of Alberta.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

SPRING EQUINOX

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME BEGINS

GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER MONDAYEASTER



2016APRIL
Beaver 
(Castor canadensis)

The beaver is best known for its industry, 
but it is equally well-versed in hydrology 
and engineering. Particularly in times of 
drought, land-owners in Alberta are quick 
to acknowledge that the best way to have 
water on your land is to leave beavers, and 
their dams, alone. These amazing animals 
create aquatic habitats for hundreds of other 
species, from ducks to duckweed; without 
them we are often left with unproductive 
lands composed of dried mud. Though not 
known for speed, the beaver is well-known 
for its tremendous strength, often lifting 
and transporting large portions of trees over 
100 meters to the water. One of the best 
places to see them in action is in Elk Island 
National Park. 

 Sharp-tailed grouse are on their dancing grounds 
and can be viewed at places like Camp Wainwright. 
Between April 20 and 24, the number of females peak 
at leks –dancing peaks at this time.

 Early this month, grizzly bears in Alberta’s foothills 
begin to emerge from their dens. 

 In late April, the beautiful blue-winged teal begin 
their mating rituals.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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Northern saw-whet 
owls are calling with 
their territorial piping 
vocalizations heard 
throughout the aspen 
parkland and southern 
boreal mixed-wood.

The glacier lily with its 
yellow blossoms is one of 
the first flowers to bloom in 
southwestern Alberta. 

Prairie rattlesnakes 
can be seen basking at 
the entrances to their 
hibernacula. 

Long-toed salamanders are 
moving to their breeding 
ponds.

Short-horned lizards start 
to make short outings 
on sandstone bluffs near 
Manyberries. 

Red-tailed hawks return to 
set up nesting territories 
–watch for their spectacular 
undulating flight displays.



2016MAY

 Around May 23 is a good time to visit the town of 
McLennan’s wildlife-viewing site on Kimiwan Lake. 
This is a peak migration period for large numbers of 
shorebirds. 

 Some species of spring-spawning fish have already 
finished spawning, but in some northern lakes, walleye 
reach their annual spawning peak during the month of 
May. 

 The flowering blooms of saskatoons and choke 
cherries appear as a whitish haze through the midst 
of the aspen parkland. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Great Grey Owl 
(Strix nebulosa)

By linear measurements, the great grey is 
Alberta’s largest owl, with a wingspan of up 
to 1.3 meters. However, in terms of body 
weight, it averages no more than half the 
size of its larger and more powerful cousins, 
the great horned owl (Bubo virginianus) and 
the snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus). Often 
delightfully tame, this beautiful owl is a 
specialist on small rodents, rarely taking prey 
any larger than a red squirrel (Tamiasciurus 
hudsonicus). In winter, this species will hunt 
roadside ditches for voles by plunge-diving 
through snow up to half a meter deep. Like 
all owls, they do not build a nest and often 
use the abandoned nests of the northern 
goshawk to raise their young. 
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Rose-breasted 
grosbeaks return to 
central Alberta.

Watch the energetic 
courtship dancing of 
western grebes on 
Cold Lake. 

Average flowering date 
for blue violet in the 
Edmonton area.

Northern flying squirrels 
are born. They will not 
learn to glide for some 
months to come. 

Goslings of Canada geese 
begin to appear on rivers 
and ponds in southern 
Alberta.

Morels erupt in central 
Alberta – they are excellent 
eating. 

Smell the heavy fragrance 
of silver berry/wolf willow 
along prairie streams.

VICTORIA DAY

MOTHER’S DAY



2016JUNE
Spotted Sandpiper
(Actitus macularia) 

The tiny spotted sandpiper is a 
common sight along the pebbly 
shores of most Alberta rivers 
and streams. When walking, it 
dances along the shoreline with 
an exaggerated bobbing motion, 
something that sets it apart from 
most shorebirds. When it takes to the 
air, it also flies with some panache, 
accelerating with brief bursts of 
shallow, fluttering wingbeats 
followed by a short glide. When 
approached too closely, the spotted 
sandpiper takes flight, moving low 
over the water in a wide arc that 
usually brings it back close to where 
it took off in the first place. 

 An ideal time for bird watching. Many species can 
be identified by their unique songs; you can learn 
these quickly by acquiring a birding app for your 
smart phone.

 Baltimore orioles have established territories in many 
parkland forest locations near Buffalo and Miquelon 
Lakes. Listen for their strident calls and watch for a 
flash of orange and black of the male oriole in the 
treetops. 

 Drive the prairie roads south of Cypress Hills 
Provincial Park to see prairie specialties like 
McCown’s longspur.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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You have an excellent 
chance of seeing grizzly 
bears foraging on 
vegetation along the 
Icefields Parkway between 
Banff and Jasper. 

Wood lilies are blooming 
in the aspen stands at 
lower elevations in the 
mountains. 

Wild flower blooms on the 
Blakiston fan in Waterton 
Lakes National Park are at 
their peak. 

Young ferruginous hawks 
are fledging from their 
nests in the grasslands. 

See the white flowers of 
Labrador tea in the boreal 
forest of northern Alberta.

Tune into the Peregrine 
Web Cams on the Alberta 
Conservation Association 
website to see the first 
young peregrine chicks 
hatching.

FATHER’S DAY SUMMER SOLSTICE



2016JULY

 Fireflies are visible on hot nights over the native 
grasslands in the Cypress Hills.

 Wild strawberries are ripe in central Alberta in early 
July and wild raspberries can be picked near the end 
of the month. 

 Look and listen for American pika at the Rock 
Glacier along Highway 40 in Peter Lougheed 
Provincial Park. 

 In late July, leopard frog tadpoles begin their 
transformation into adults.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Common Loon 
(Gavia immer)

The magnificent common loon can be seen 
throughout Alberta except for waterbodies 
within the prairie biome. This species, 
featured on the Canadian one dollar 
coin, can be found throughout the rest 
of Canada, north to well past the treeline 
and even out to some of the arctic islands. 
One of nature’s top vocalists, this species 
displays a wide range of calls ranging from 
the tremolo and the yodel, to the wail and 
the hoot; each call communicates a distinct 
message. The most often-heard of these 
calls is the wail, a call often compared to the 
howl of the wolf (Canis lupis), and is usually 
given back and forth between breeding 
pairs or, sometime, between members of a 
pair that have become separated. 
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Visit Head-Smashed-In 
Buffalo Jump to see yellow-
bellied marmots. 

Watch for cryptic white-
tailed ptarmigan by hiking 
above the treeline at 
Wilcox Pass.

Common loons congregate 
on Muriel Lake. Foraging 
flocks of over 100 birds can 
be encountered for the next 
several weeks.

Watch for soaring turkey 
vultures, with their sharp, 
V-shaped dihedral, moving 
up and down rivers through 
Alberta’s badlands. 

Colombian and golden-
mantled ground squirrels 
patrol camp grounds in the 
mountain parks for natural 
and man-made foods. 

Look for the distinctive 
tracks of raccoons in the 
mud along waterways 
of central and southern 
Alberta. 

Elk cows and their calves 
gather in nursery herds 
at higher elevations and 
grassy slopes in foothill and 
montane regions.

CANADA DAY



2016AUGUST

 Antler development for male deer, elk, and moose 
is complete. By late August, these animals begin 
to clean off the dead velvet layer of the antlers by 
rubbing against tree trunks, fence posts, and bushes. 
Watch for rub marks (‘rubs’) where tree bark has 
been shredded off trunks. 

 White-faced ibis and Clarke’s grebe, two of Alberta’s 
rarer bird species, may be seen in some years at 
Pakowki Lake, in the southeastern corner of the 
province. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Western Grebe 
(Aechmophorus occidentalis)

The elegant western grebe is the largest of 
five grebe species found in Alberta. Well 
known for its elaborate courtship dance, 
where pairs synchronize their actions and 
run across the water, this species is enjoyed 
by many who spend time around or on 
Alberta lakes. Western grebes nest in large 
colonies made up of floating nests, located 
in the shallows of large lakes and marshes; 
some colonies may number over a thousand 
birds. Unfortunately, these colonies 
are subject to human disturbance and 
degradation of shoreline habitat in Alberta 
and marine wintering areas are subject to oil 
spills and other pollution. The species is in 
decline throughout its range and was added 
to the list of Alberta Threatened species in 
2014. 
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Juvenile osprey can be 
seen making their first 
fishing attempts at Lac 
La Biche.

Cutthroat trout begin 
to emerge as fry at 
Job Lake in the central 
Rocky Mountains of the 
province.

Wandering garter snakes 
can be seen around 
the Cave and Basin 
Hot Springs in Banff 
National Park. 

Juvenile sharp-tailed grouse 
start to make periodic visits 
to their dancing grounds. 

The pungent smell of high-
bush cranberries fills the air 
in wooded areas.

Sora rails are easier to see 
than earlier in the year as 
their young explore their 
home sloughs. 

HERITAGE DAY



2016SEPTEMBER

 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds stop visiting feeders 
and begin their migration south in early September.

 Mid-September is a good time to drive from Lake 
Louise to Jasper on the Highway 93 to see the 
spectacular colours of fall in the mountains.

 Lake whitefish in Lake Athabasca and in the 
Athabasca River begin to move upstream to spawn.

 Bighorn sheep begin to arrive on their wintering 
areas, with rams preceding the ewes by nearly 
two weeks. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Franklin’s Ground 
Squirrel
(Spermophilus franklinii)

The Franklin’s ground squirrel, or bush 
gopher, is perhaps the least-frequently 
observed of Alberta’s five ground squirrel 
species. Although a ground-dwelling species, 
its huge tail is reminiscent of a tree squirrel. 
It exists within a very patchy distribution 
in the parkland and southern boreal forest 
of the province and seems most abundant 
in areas of sandy soil. It can be seen most 
predictably in campgrounds around Buffalo 
Lake and Sir Winston Churchill Provincial 
Park, or in day use areas like Dry Island 
Buffalo Jump. Dr. John Richardson, naturalist 
on the Second Franklin Expedition in 1825, 
named this mammal in honour of Sir John 
Franklin, the English explorer.
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Elk can be seen in the 
fall rut along the roads 
into Waterton and Jasper 
National Parks.

Normally secretive sharp-
shinned and Cooper’s 
hawks are seen in open 
air as they begin their 
movements south. 

Bull trout begin to spawn 
in lakes and streams of 
the eastern slopes of the 
Rocky Mountains.

Moose begin the rut 
towards the end of 
September.

Decreasing daylight 
creates light/dark regimes 
of early spring stimulating 
courtship behaviour 
in some birds – ruffed 
grouse drum, sharp-tailed 
grouse dance, and rooster 
pheasants crow. 

Semi-palmated sandpipers 
are common on mudflats 
of central Alberta as they 
continue their migration 
from the Arctic to South 
America.

LABOUR DAY

FALL EQUINOX



2016OCTOBER

 By mid-October, bald eagles are seen around 
Hastings Lake, east of Edmonton. At this time 
lakes begin to freeze and as the amount of open 
water diminishes, the eagles prey on waterfowl 
until freeze-up is complete. 

 Lake whitefish congregate below the Mountain and 
Cascade Rapids on the Athabasca River upstream 
of Fort McMurray to spawn in waters with 
temperatures below 6 degrees celcius. 

 Visit Wabamun or Cold Lake with a spotting 
scope to see rare waterfowl like harlequin 
duck and Arctic loon.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Peregrine Falcon
(Falco peregrinus) 

The word, peregrine, means to wander and 
young peregrines are known to wander 
extensively shortly after they have gained 
independence from their parents. One young 
bird from central Alberta was recovered on 
the Upper Peninsula in Michigan less than a 
week after it wandered away from its nest 
site. Other peregrines fledged in Alberta have 
been observed as breeders as far away as the 
arctic coast and Niagra Falls. Recent studies 
using satellite telemetry have also shown that 
some peregrines may travel more than 1000 
kilometers in a single day while on migration. 
New technology has also answered the 
age-old question: how fast can a peregrine 
attain in a dive or stoop? In 2006, an adult 
peregrine trained to chase human skydivers 
was accurately clocked at a top speed of 389 
kilometers per hour (242 mph)!
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The last blooming prairie 
wild flowers, notably 
golden aster, will last 
through the first snow 
storm of October.

Lesser yellowlegs, one 
of our most common 
shorebirds, leave southern 
Alberta lakes to continue 
their migration to South 
America. 

Snow-shoe hare are 
beginning to turn white.

House finches are more 
regular at bird feeders, 
adding a dash of colour to 
urban yards.

This week, fall colours reach 
their peak along the South 
Saskatchewan River valley.

Look for the first snowy 
owls to arrive in central and 
southern Alberta. 

Look for brown trout 
spawning in the North 
Raven River.

THANKSGIVING 
DAY

HALLOWEEN



2016NOVEMBER

 Snow geese stage in large numbers during the 
first week of the month at Murray Reservoir 
southwest of Medicine Hat.

 Most black bears have entered their dens. Grizzly 
bears enter dens later, often returning to their den 
sites during the first major snowstorm of the year.

 Learning to recognize animal tracks and sign can 
add another dimension to wildlife viewing in 
winter – access lots of good learning material 
via the Internet. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Woodland Caribou
(Rangifer tarandus) 

Woodland caribou in Alberta exist as two 
eco-types. The boreal eco-type is found in 
the flat, boreal forest regions of the province. 
The mountain eco-type (seen here) spends 
the summer at or above the treeline in the 
mountains but winters in the forest at lower 
altitude. In winter, both eco-types show a 
preference for mature to old forest, where 
lichen is the primary food source. Predation 
by wolves is the primary cause of death for 
caribou and the most significant limiting 
factor for the species. Industrial development 
in Alberta has created linear corridors (roads 
and cutlines) that affect the movement and 
distribution of caribou and has resulted 
in easier access for their prime predator. 
Woodland caribou is a Threatened species in 
Alberta.
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Cougars are active all year 
and are hunting deer as a 
staple food.

Deer hunting begins in 
most parts of Alberta.

Zapus, or jumping mice, 
are curled up below 
ground and are now in 
hibernation.

During winter coyotes may 
turn to rotten fruit, garbage, 
compost, and pet food for 
additional food. Safeguard 
these edibles and report 
any aggressive coyotes to 
Alberta Fish and Wildlife. 

Stellar’s jays move down 
to lower elevations in 
Waterton.

Peak breeding date for 
female white-tailed deer 
in Alberta.

In east central Alberta, 
dozens of bald eagles 
congregate at the Medley 
river to feed on spawning 
lake whitefish. 

REMEMBRANCE 
DAY

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME ENDS
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 Drag out the binoculars. The 2016 Christmas Bird 
counts will occur throughout the province during 
December. Your participation can range from watching 
and counting birds at your feeder, to driving the roads, 
to getting out and ‘beating the bushes’ in your area. 
Contact your local natural history club for details.

 Moose begin shedding their antlers around mid-
December. By mid-January, biologists surveying 
moose numbers see few moose bearing antlers.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips

Cougar
(Puma concolor)

Cougar probably reached their lowest numbers 
in Alberta in the early 1900s as a result of 
prey declines and human settlement. In recent 
years, cougar populations have increased and 
the species has expanded its distribution in 
the province. The species can now be found 
anywhere in the province with the exception of 
the more northern parts of the boreal forest. 
Recent records include cats as far east as Lac 
La Biche and a substantial population exists in 
the Cypress Hills. Forestry and other industrial 
activity, resulting in younger forest that produce 
more deer, creates excellent condtions for 
population growth: the provincial population 
of cougar is estimated at around 2000 animals. 
Visit http://aep.alberta.ca/recreation-public-use/
cougars-outdoor-recreation/if-you-encounter-a-
cougar.aspx for instructions for staying safe in 
cougar country.
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In some years, wintering 
numbers of white-winged 
and red crossbills irrupt, 
often moving into urban 
areas to the delight of 
winter birders.

Watch for large flocks 
of Bohemian waxwings 
moving into urban centres 
to feed on mountain 
ash berries. 

Large herds (30 to  
40 animals) of pronghorn 
can be seen in southern 
Alberta near Medicine 
Hat and Redcliff. Summer 
herds usually consist of 
herds of five animals 
or less. 

Northern goshawks often 
remain in the province 
all winter, watch for 
them working flocks of 
rock pigeons around 
farm yards in central and 
southern Alberta.

Look for the easily 
recognized tracks of 
Canada lynx on fresh 
snow in boreal, foothill, 
and mountain regions of 
the province. 

Drive Highway  
827 from Thorhild  
to Colinton in search of 
great grey and northern 
hawk owls – a nice mix 
of old mixed-wood forest 
patches and cropland can 
yield good numbers of 
birds in some winters.

The days may be getting 
longer, but many bird 
species are in constant 
motion looking for food. 

CHRISTMAS EVEWINTER SOLSTICE

NEW YEAR’S EVECHRISTMAS DAY BOXING DAY
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July: Common loon [WAYNE LYNCH]; snow bunting, house wren, 
Indian paintbrush [DAVE PRESCOTT]; beaver  
[DALE ESLINGER] 

August: Western grebe, hummingbird clearwing  
[DAVE PRESCOTT]; barn owl [GORDON COURT]; bighorn sheep 
[FAUVE BLANCHARD]; pronghorn [JOEL NICHOLSON] 

September: Franklin’s ground squirrel, wild turkey, snowy 
owl [GORDON COURT]; blue lettuce [DAVE PRESCOTT]

October: Peregrine falcon [JON GROVES]; snowshoe hare 
[GORDON COURT]; narrow-leaved meadowsweet, yellow-
headed blackbird [DAVE PRESCOTT]

November: Woodland caribou [MARK BRADLEY]; European 
skipper, savannah sparrow [DAVE PRESCOTT]; bobcat [MYRNA 
PEARMAN]

December: Cougar, great grey owl, Bohemian waxwing, 
mountain bluebird [MYRNA PEARMAN]; porcupine  
[GORDON COURT]; white-tailed deer [GAVIN BERG]


