
Background
Ord’s Kangaroo Rat is listed 
as Endangered under both 
Alberta’s Wildlife Act and 
the federal Species at Risk 
Act. The Alberta population 
of Ord’s kangaroo rat 
exhibits a small number 
of breeding individuals, 
localized distribution, and 
dramatic within-year fluctuations 
in population size. This in 
combination with habitat loss 
and degradation, and specialized 
habitat requirements, has led to its 
designation. The species requires 
open-sand habitat, which is naturally 
scarce in Alberta. Low survival rates of Ord’s kangaroo rats in 
Alberta are due to predation, and hypothermia or starvation 
during the winter. Ord’s kangaroo rats are geographically isolated 
from the nearest southern populations by at least 270 km, and it 
is unknown whether the Alberta population is contiguous with the 
Saskatchewan population.

Currently the Alberta population of Ord’s kangaroo rat is at its 
lowest since monitoring began. A number of populations have 
completely disappeared and some maintain low numbers; 
fortunately some productive sites persist. The precise cause of 
the decline is unclear. Current climatic trends, which stimulate 
dune stabilization and contribute to overwinter mortality, and 
predation are considered the main contributors to the decrease in 
numbers.
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 Recovery Plan
Alberta’s Ord’s Kangaroo Rat Recovery Plan 2013-2018  
was prepared by a multi-stakeholder team, and received 
Ministerial approval in 2012. The current plan is an update 
from the original recovery plan that covered 2005-2010. 

Recovery Goal
The recovery goal for Alberta is to ensure a viable, 
naturally self-sustaining population of Ord’s kangaroo rats 
such that the species is no longer at risk of extinction in 
the province.

Strategies
The recovery strategies used to guide conservation and 
recovery of the species include:

1. Population Conservation and Management
2. Habitat Conservation and Management
3. Information and Outreach
4. Research
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3. Information and Outreach
• Ongoing contact with land owners and lessees with Ord’s 

kangaroo rat habitat on their lands.
• Presentations to technical and non-technical audiences 

regarding Ord’s kangaroo rat and its habitat.

4. Research
• Researchers from the University of Calgary have completed 

various research projects regarding habitat and survival.
• Further research concerning genetics, threats, habitat 

restoration techniques, and impacts of invasive plants is 
needed.

Upcoming
The improvement of habitat and the success of translocations 
are currently being assessed. For further information visit  
www.esrd.alberta.ca.

Actions
Recovery actions necessary for the 
conservation of this species are outlined  
in the recovery plan. Many important  
actions were completed over the life of 
the initial plan (2005-2010); however, 

many actions are ongoing. Recovery actions are delivered by: 
Environment and Sustainable Resource Development, Canadian 
Forces Base Suffield, Canadian Wildlife Service, Prairie Farm 
Rehabilitation Administration, Species Areas Board, the oil and 
gas industry, the local ranching community, and researchers at 
the University of Calgary.

A short summary of recent recovery and conservation efforts are 
listed below:

1. Population Conservation and Management
• Development of a population monitoring protocol.
• Annual population monitoring at 45 established sites.
• Over 2,400 Ord’s kangaroo rats have been captured and 

identified since commencement of population monitoring, 
contributing to a long-term mark-recapture database.

• Development of an occurrence-based habitat model, and 
population viability analysis.

• Development of a translocation protocol. 
• Experimental translocation study.

2. Habitat Conservation and Management
• Experimental habitat improvements in the CFB Suffield 

National Wildlife Area.
• Identification of critical habitat within CFB Suffield.
• Adjustment of land use setback guidelines to limit high level 

impact activities to 250 m. 
• Protective notations have been applied to lands with Ord’s 

kangaroo rat habitat.
• Development of best management practices for the 

agricultural, oil and gas, rural and urban development, and 
military industries.


