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Backgrounder 
Wildlife Regulation 
Amendments 
 

Modernizing Alberta’s Wildlife 
Regulation 

Alberta’s Wildlife Regulation addresses the use of 

wildlife in Alberta, such as fees, licenses, reporting 

requirements, and hunting and trapping activities. 

 

Alberta Environment and Parks is updating the 

Wildlife Regulation to improve conservation, 

enhance opportunities for hunters and trappers, 

promote operational efficiency and provide 

economic relief to outfitters. 

 

The amendments take effect on August 25, 2020 

and will be incorporated in the 2020 hunting and 

trapping guides. 

Conservation Amendments 

 Allow hunting of ravens by the owner/occupant 
or an authorized resident on public lands used 
for grazing.  

o Ravens are known nest and chick 
predators for endangered sage-grouse. 
This change is necessary to support 
sage-grouse recovery efforts, as well as 
minimize harassment and injury to 
livestock.  

 Prohibit the feeding of non-captive dangerous 
wildlife in situations other than baiting for 
hunting. 

 Flexibility in changes to timing and location of 
wildlife sanctuaries in order to protect vulnerable 
wildlife when required. 

 Proposal to turn Kimiwan Lake into a Game Bird 
Sanctuary, which will protect the staging and 
nesting habitat of at-risk Trumpeter Swans from 
disturbance by hunters. 

 Prohibit the use of unmanned vehicles, such as 
drones, for hunting and scouting purposes. 

 Prohibit waterfowl hunting and guiding within 48 
hours of flying an aircraft in the same Wildlife 
Management Unit (excluding jet and turboprop 
flights). 

 Require trappers to report the harvest of non-
target species through accidental harvest within 
14 days of capture. 

Enhanced Opportunities for 
Hunters and Trappers 

 Remove hunting prohibitions on waterbodies 
listed as Restricted Rivers and Lakes to 
increase hunting access and opportunities as a 
result of an increasingly abundant migratory bird 
population. Hunting restrictions would remain in 
place on waterbodies listed as Game Bird 
Sanctuaries. 

 Extend the bobcat hunting season in Fur 
Management Zone 6 (mountains and foothills 
units of southwestern Alberta) until February 15. 
This will align with the lynx season, which occurs 
from December 1 – February 15. 

 Remove timing prohibition for transporting 
weapons on Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs) one 
hour before sunrise and noon in certain Wildlife 
Management Units (WMUs), with the exception 
of WMUs along the Eastern Slopes, and 
allowing hunters to access these areas to 
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increase hunting opportunities while recognizing 
that OHV access to these areas is already 
allowed by industry and other public recreation. 

 Allow for the sale of all parts of lawfully trapped 
fur-bearing animals. 

 Allow licensed big game hunters to be 
accompanied by dogs while hunting sheep in the 
Mountain WMUs. 

 Extend the fall black bear hunting season from 
October 31 to November 30. Since this overlaps 
with deer hunting season, animal based bait 
products will be restricted, in order to prevent 
baiting deer. 

New Hunting/Trapping Penalties 

 Feeding dangerous wildlife - new offence and 
new specific penalty of $500. 

 Requirement to report wildlife device trackers - 
existing offense and new specified penalty of 
$100. 

 Failure to report the harvest of non-target 
species when trapping - new offence and new 
specified penalty of $100. 

 Hunting in an emergency protection sanctuary - 
new offence and new specified penalty of $200. 

 Mandatory reporting of mule deer and elk in 
certain WMUs. This is to support efforts to 
combat Chronic Wasting Disease - existing 
offence and new specified penalty of $100. 

 Discharging an arrow along or across a highway 
or other road - existing offence and new 
specified penalty of $100. 

Relief for Outfitters 

Given the current challenges faced by the outfitting 
industry due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, two 
temporary amendments are aimed at assisting the 
industry. 

 Resident hunters will temporarily (for up to the 
next two annual hunting seasons) be allowed to 
enjoy guided hunts that are typically designated 
for non-resident hunters, under the outfitter-
guide allocation. 

 The Alberta Professional Outfitters Society 
(APOS) will be permitted to refund hunting 

allocation and use fees back to guide-outfitters 
that have been unable to use them. 

Administrative Amendments 

Administrative amendments improve clarity for 
hunters and trappers, reduce certain restrictions, 
and streamline processes.  

A more in-depth description of administrative 
amendments will be included in the 2020 hunting 
and trapping guides. 

 Allow for the sale of unskinned carcasses of 
beaver to be sold without restriction if they have 
been harvested outside of an open season. 

 Create an exception allowing the export of 
furbearers without an export permit for 
registered fur management agreement holders 
in Fort Smith, Northwest Territories. This would 
also allow the harvest of wolverine, otter, lynx 
and fisher without the requirement of registration 
for residents who are required to travel between 
Alberta and NWT to access trap lines. 

 Provide increase responsiveness through 
delegation to the Executive Director of Fish and 
Wildlife Stewardship to adjust fur harvest, 
cougar hunting quotas, and WMUs requiring 
mandatory head submissions of deer and elk for 
monitoring chronic wasting disease. 

 Allow changes to where black bear baiting may 
occur through a Ministerial Order, rather than an 
Order in Council. 

 Include WMU 726 in Fur Management Zone 3 
(near Lac la Biche) to correct an administrative 
oversight. 

 Update the scientific names for species based 
on federal and international naming protocols. 

 Include the teeth of bears in the list of eligible 
parts which can be authorized for export by the 
department. 

 Create an Outfitter Gamebird Licence in 
Schedule 8, Part 1 to facilitate transition to 
online activity and harvest reporting.  

 Enhance the ability to amend terms and 

conditions of licences and permits after being 

issued so they don’t have to be cancelled and 

reissued. 
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 Allow for temporary wildlife rehabilitation permits 

to be issued, so that wildlife rehabilitation 

facilities can work in temporary locations in 

response to local emergencies. 

 

 Allow for Non-Resident Aliens who meet 

employment standards and guide qualifications 

to be eligible to guide for big game in Alberta.   

 

 Enable butchers and taxidermists to collect 

information from submitted wildlife that comes 

from sources other than hunters and trappers 

(i.e. found dead wildlife). 

 

 Allow for hides with hooves attached to be 

exported for taxidermy. This will enable 

individuals to take home hides from harvested 

animals when they return home outside of 

Alberta. 

 

 Remove references to the Alberta Wildlife 

Rehabilitators Association, as it no longer exists. 

 

 Allow for membership in approved clubs to be 

eligible to participate in falconry instead of 

naming specific clubs. 

 

 Allow wildlife guardians to mark wildlife to 

increase the number of Alberta Environment and 

Parks employees who can fully register sheep 

and enhance registration process. 

 

 Enable the guide who personally accompanies a 

Non-Resident/Non-Resident Alien hunter who 

kills a cougar or bighorn sheep to deliver and 

report wildlife on behalf of their client. 

 

 Remove term “outfitter-guide” and apply 

“outfitter” consistently.  

 

 Enable Class T outfitters to guide residents for 

hunting wolf and coyote. 

 

 Clarify that written records are not required 

when a hunter drops off meat for butchering at a 

non-commercial establishment. 

 

 Enable additional qualified professionals to 

conduct investigations related to predation 

claims.   

 

 Allow for the licence, for which a lawfully hunted 

wildlife may be harvested, to be considered an 

export permit. 

 

 Eliminate the requirement to report hunting 

activity associated with a wolf or coyote license.  
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