Alberia

Transportation

HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE BULLETIN #6/2008 I

Wood Sign Posts within Highway Right-of-Way

Summary

This Bulletin is issued to inform maintenance contractors and department staff of the
department’s recommended practices to be followed for the installation and maintenance of
wood sign posts within the highway right-of-way.

Wood sign posts previously installed in the highway right-of-way are not required to be
weakened. The department has now adopted the latest version of the Roadside Design
Guide, which includes the requirement that wood posts located in the Clear Zone and with
dimensions greater than 100 mm x 100 mm must be modified to meet breakaway
requirements. To achieve the breakaway requirements, the post weakening features and
implementation strategy described here are to be followed.

Key Changes

1. Existing wood sign posts with dimensions greater than 100 mm x 100 mm not
required to be weakened.

2. All new and replacement wood sign posts with dimensions greater than 100 mm x
100 mm installed in the highway right-of-way must be weakened to meet breakaway
requirements. The following post weakening features must be provided:

e Two 38 mm diameter drilled holes centered on the post, oriented in the direction
perpendicular to the highway.

e The first hole will be located100 mm above the ground surface and the second
hole will be located 460 mm above the ground surface (360 mm above first
hole).

e Each hole should be filled with expanding Styrofoam flush with the face of the
post.

e Referto TEB 1.81 for more information.
3. Any existing wood sign posts with dimensions larger than 100 mm x 100 mm and

that are part of a multi-post sign assembly are required to be weakened if they are
deemed hazardous.

e Post weakening of hazardous posts is to meet the same requirements as new
sign posts as described above.

The new recommended practices as indicated in this Bulletin are to be implemented
immediately as per the usual practice.
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Effective Date
August 22, 2008

Contact
Richard Chow at (780) 415-1050 or Sharla Griffiths at (780) 415-1057
Technical Standards Branch, Alberta Transportation

References

TEB 1.81

Approved:

Original signed
by Moh Lali

Moh Lali
Director, Highway Operations
Technical Standards Branch

August 22, 2008 (Page 2 of 2)



w
L
[
g
= U
T
©
W
T
—
w
o
o
N
O'?
360 mm
)
O?’
100 mm
! I
|l
I 1ol
I 1ol
I 1ol
I 1ol
I 1ol
I 1,1
1500 mm, Y X2Y
,‘L,/,
I 1ol
I 1ol
I 1ol
I 1ol
I 1ol
|_____|/’
NOTE:

THE BREAKAWAY FEATURE FOR WOOD POSTS WITH

2-38 mm DIA. HOLES TREATED WITH
AN APPROVED WOOD PRESERVATIVE.

FILL EACH HOLE WITH A SINGLE PIECE
OF CLOSED CELL INSULATION FLUSH
WITH FACE OF POST (E.G.. EXPANDING
STYROFOAM). THE HOLES DO NOT NEED
TO BE FILLED IF PRE-TREATED AT THE
PLANT OR MILL SITE.

THE ORIENTATION OF THE POSTS FOR THE
SIGN MOUNTING SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH X AND Y AS SHOWN.

HOLES ARE TO BE DRILLED PERPENDICULAR
TO THE DIRECTION OF TRAFFIC FLOW.

DIRECTION OF TRAFFIC FLOW

> —

DWG. No. TEB 18I

Abcita =

CROSS-SECTIONAL DIMENSIONS GREATER THAN _ te JUNE 13708
Transportation Revision

I00 mm X 100 mm IS REQUIRED FOR POSTS LOCATED Revision

WITHIN THE CLEAR ZONE AND DESIRABLE FOR POSTS

LOCATED OUTSIDE THE CLEAR ZONE (WITHIN

HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF -WAY). TYPICAL

BREAKAWAY WOOD POST
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