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NOTE: This information circular is intended to explain legislation and provide specific information. Every 
effort has been made to ensure the contents are accurate. However, if a discrepancy should occur in 
interpretation between this information circular and governing legislation, the legislation takes 
precedence. 
 
Trouble opening PDF forms? 
Fillable forms do not open on some mobile devices and web browsers. If the form doesn't open or you 
see a "please wait" message, follow these steps to complete and save fillable forms from TRA: 

1. Right-click on the form link, or on the “Please wait” page, and select "Save Link As" or “Save As”, 
and save the form to your computer. 

2. Launch Adobe Reader. 
3. Open the PDF from within Adobe Reader. You can now fill and save your form. 
4. Note that forms cannot be emailed. Please print the form and then mail or fax it to TRA (see 

contact information below). 

The Government of Alberta recognizes that many First Nations people and communities in the province 
prefer not to describe themselves as Indians/Indian bands. These terms have been used where 
necessary to reflect their legal meaning in the federal Indian Act. 

This Information Circular explains the assessment of fuel tax to be remitted to Alberta 
Treasury Board and Finance, Tax and Revenue Administration (TRA), or other amounts 
owing by a person and the assessment of penalties and interest. 
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Definitions  

1. ”Person” includes an individual, corporation, partnership, trust or an Indian band.  

Assessments  

2. TRA may assess a direct remitter for the amount of tax owing that the direct 
remitter failed to remit. Refer to Information Circular FT-11, Direct Remitters for 
information on filing requirements.  

3. In addition to fuel tax owing by a direct remitter, TRA may assess other amounts 
owing by a person, including the amount of:  

 tax that has not been paid by the person, if that person is not a direct remitter;  
 

 a refund, credit or allowance provided to the person that exceeds the refund, 
credit or allowance to which the person was entitled;  
 

 a rebate provided to the person that exceeds the rebate to which the person 
was entitled;  
 

 a reimbursement provided to a vendor that exceeds the amount of 
reimbursement to which the vendor was entitled; or  
 

 tax or benefit the person is liable for when in contravention of the Act, 
including amounts owing where the person:  

 

 is a vendor who does not pass along the benefit of a tax exemption to an 
eligible consumer;  
 

 is a vendor who sells fuel exempt or partially exempt from tax to a 
consumer who does not provide a fuel tax exemption certificate or other 
prescribed evidence of exemption at the time of purchase, or the vendor 
knows or ought to know that the fuel tax exemption certificate or other 
evidence is false, or that the fuel will not be used for eligible purposes or 
use, including a purpose or use other than for farming operations in 
Alberta;  
 

 is a consumer who purchases fuel exempt or partially exempt from tax and 
uses it or permits it to be used for an ineligible purpose or use, including a 
purpose or use other than for farming operations in Alberta;  
 

 possesses marked fuel when not eligible to do so;  
 

 is registered to sell marked fuel and owns the fuel, but does not account to 
TRA for the receipt, possession and disposition of the marked fuel; or  
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 has delegated responsibilities under the Act to another person and that 
person does not fulfill the delegated responsibilities.  

 
Back to Index 

Normal Assessment Periods  

4. TRA may, within four years from the end of the calendar year in which tax was to 
have been remitted, assess a direct remitter for taxes owing.  

5. For other amounts owing, TRA may make an assessment within four years from 
the end of the calendar year in which the person first owed the amount.  

6. Where TRA establishes that a person has paid more tax than was required, TRA 
may, within four years after the overpayment was made, assess the person for 
the correct amount.  

Back to Index 

Exceptions  

Waivers of Time Limit to Reassess and Revocation of Waivers  

7. A waiver of time limit to reassess ensures that the person does not lose the right 
to have an adjustment made even if the normal assessment period expires. If an 
assessment period is about to expire and an issue relating to a proposed 
assessment has not been resolved between the person and TRA, the person 
may make application to waive the limitation of the assessment period. If a valid 
waiver has not been filed, TRA may issue an assessment before the assessment 
period expires, even if the issue has not been fully resolved.  

8. To make a waiver valid, the person must submit to TRA a prescribed form signed 
by an authorized signing officer and specifying the conditions under which the 
assessment period has been waived. The waiver must be received by TRA 
before the assessment period expires.  

9. Once a valid waiver is received by TRA for a taxation period, that period is held 
open indefinitely for assessment of the matters specified in the waiver. The 
person may, however, submit to TRA a "Notice of Revocation of Waiver" (form 
AT2156) in the required format. The revocation prohibits an assessment for that 
period from being processed as a result of a waiver beyond six months from the 
date on which the notice of revocation is received by TRA.  

Back to Index 

 

  

Arch
ive

d

https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/tra-form-corporate-tax-other-at2156.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/tra-form-corporate-tax-other-at2156.pdf


- 4 - 

Misrepresentation or Fraud  

10. An assessment may be made at any time, including beyond the normal 
reassessment period, if the person has made a misrepresentation that is 
attributable to neglect, carelessness or wilful default, committed any fraud in the 
filing of a return or in supplying information, or in omitting to disclose any 
information.  

Back to Index 

Penalties  

11. If a person does not submit a return or report as and when required, TRA may 
assess a penalty against the person equal to the greater of:  

 $25 for each day of default, and  
 

 five per cent of any unpaid tax  

up to a maximum penalty of $1,000. 

12. Where an amount is assessed against a person and attributable to neglect, 
carelessness, wilful default, fraud or evasion, TRA may, in addition to the amount 
owing under the assessment, assess a penalty against the person in the amount 
of 50 per cent of the amount so attributable. 

Back to Index 

Interest  

13. Interest is payable on any amounts owing or assessed under the Act. For taxes 
owing, interest is payable from the day on which the tax was to be remitted to 
TRA until the day on which TRA receives the amount assessed. For other 
amounts owing (see paragraph 2) under the Act, interest is payable from the day 
the amount was first owed until the day that TRA receives the amount owing.  

14. Interest payable under the Act is simple interest calculated at the prescribed rate. 
The interest rate is determined quarterly, based on a "reference rate” (the 
average interest rate, rounded up, on 90-day treasury bills during the first month 
of the preceding calendar quarter). Prescribed interest rates for the 2000 to 
current calendar years can be viewed on our website. 

 Back to Index 
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Contact Information and Useful Links 
 

Contact Tax and Revenue 
Administration (TRA): 

Email:  TRA.Revenue@gov.ab.ca 

Visit our website: tra.alberta.ca  

Subscribe to receive email updates: http://tra.alberta.ca/subscribe.html 

TRA Client Self-Service (TRACS): http://tra.alberta.ca/tracs  
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