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The contents of this report 
This document reports Occupational Health and Safety’s investigation of a worker engulfed by 
grain inside a trailer hopper resulting in the worker being fatally injured in November 2019. It 
begins with a short summary of what happened. The rest of the report covers this same 
information in greater detail.  
 
Incident summary 
Two workers transported grain by truck from a farm approximately one hour away to another 
farm location for the purposes of drying the grain for future sale. One of the two truck and trailer 
combinations had already been off loaded. The second truck and trailer combination was in the 
process of being off loaded into a grain bin. Worker 1 was monitoring the flow of grain into an 
auger when Worker 2’s foot was observed coming out of the trailer hopper. At some point 
Worker 2 entered the trailer and was engulfed by grain. Worker 1 took emergency measures to 
extricate Worker 2. Worker 2 was pronounced deceased at hospital.  
 
Background information 
Two Five Farm Ltd. was a farming operation that included grain farming and spraying of crops 
by airplane. The farm related business included the owner, family members, part time seasonal 
workers and two full time employees that were not related to the farm owner. Two Five Farm 
Ltd. had been in operation for approximately two years and was taken over from a family farm 
operation by Worker 1.  
 
Worker 1 was the owner and operator of Two Five Farm Ltd. Worker 1 drove a semi-truck and 
grain-hauling trailer to the incident site separate from Worker 2.  
 
Worker 2 (deceased worker) had a mixed farm operation and was working full time for  
Worker 1 for approximately two years. Worker 2 had experience in the oil and gas industry and 
was a mechanic with an experienced farming background.  
 
The incident location was owned by a family farmer (the Farmer). The Farmer lived and ran 
the farm at the incident location. The Farmer employed workers for the purposes of running the 
large farm under another legal entity. None of the Farmer’s employees were involved or 
working at the time of the incident.   The scene was attended to by Worker 1 and Worker 2 
with a semi-truck and grain-hauling trailer for the purposes of drying grain. 
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Equipment and materials 
The 2005 Western Star semi-truck in combination with a 2010 Doepker Legacy Aluminum Open 
End Tridem Three Hopper trailer involved in the incident (Figure 1 and Figure 2). The truck and 
trailer combination was owned by Two Five Farm Ltd. 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Truck and trailer involved in the incident. Right side or passenger side view. 

A. Rear hopper that was in the process of being emptied during the incident.  
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Figure 2. The trailer involved in the incident. The middle hopper had been emptied. 

A. Rear hopper that was in the process of being emptied during the incident 
B. Standing platform 
C. Access ladder 

The front of the trailer had a similar standing platform and access ladder system. 
 
Sequence of events 
On November 20, 2019, Worker 1 and Worker 2 transported grain from Worker 1’s farm 
approximately one hour away. Worker 1 and Worker 2 were hauling in separate semi-truck and 
trailer combinations to another farm for the purposes of drying out crops. Worker 1 and Worker 
2  arrived on site at approximately 8:00 p.m. The first semi-truck and trailer combination began 
to be unloaded at 9:10 p.m. into a grain bin for the purposes of drying the grain. 
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At approximately 10:45 p.m., Worker 1 and 2 began emptying the second unit. Worker 2 moved 
the truck and trailer combination (Figure 1) so the rear hopper could be emptied. At some point, 
Worker 2 entered the trailer and was engulfed by grain. At approximately 11:26 p.m., while only 
a few minutes into emptying the grain of the rear hopper, Worker 1 observed Worker 2’s foot 
from the bottom of the rear hopper (Figure 1A and Figure 2A).  

Worker 1 attempted to rescue Worker 2 and contacted the Farmer, the incident location farm 
owner, for assistance by telephone. The Farmer attended to the incident location and assisted 
Worker 1 in trying to create a breathing space for Worker 2.   

Worker 1 and the Farmer contacted 911. Worker 2 was removed from the hopper after grain was 
emptied from the trailer hopper to the point where Worker 2 could be removed from the hopper. 
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) was conducted by Worker 1 on Worker 2. 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) from Fairview area responded. Upon arrival, EMS 
continued life saving measures on the way to hospital, but Worker 2 was pronounced deceased at 
hospital.  

Completion  
A review for enforcement action was completed on April 29, 2020, and it was determined that 
prosecution or an administrative penalty were not appropriate based on the circumstances 
surrounding this incident. 

This investigation was closed on June 16, 2020. 
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